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In 1998, a possible contamination 
of Sydney’s drinking water caused 
widespread alarm and three million 
people were advised to boil their 
drinking water. Yet 2.1 billion people 
(or three in every 10 people), live with 
unsafe water every day. Six in 10, or 4.5 
billion, lack safely managed sanitation1.

Clean water is the foundation of good 
health. Without good health, productive 
lives become difficult to achieve. 

The Salvation Army’s WASH (water, 
sanitation and hygiene) programs, 
funded by our water and health 
sponsors and our priority sponsors, and 
run in conjunction with local partners, 
are successfully helping communities 
across Kenya, Malawi and South Africa 
improve their health and start planning 
for better futures. 

WATERBORNE ILLNESSES DERAIL
EDUCATION

At Mikoikoni Deb Primary School, head 
teacher David Mwangi says, “Having 

water for cooking, let alone drinking, 
was a big challenge. We used to borrow 
20-litre jerry cans from our neighbour. 
The water that pupils drew from the 
water source outside the school was 
yellowish in colour and waterborne 
diseases were a common thing. But 
now we rarely hear of such challenges 
because we have enough water for 
cooking, drinking and cleaning latrines, 
classrooms, offices and watering of 
seedlings.”

Victor Muuo, a student at Kyemwole 
Primary School, was taken to hospital 
regularly due to waterborne stomach 
problems. He says, ‘Now my tummy has 
stabilised. I also used to miss classes 
while attending clinics, but now I am 
fully in school.”

ATTACKING DISEASE ON MANY FRONTS

WASH projects provide comprehensive 
water solutions. At Ngunu Primary 
School, rain harvested from new roof 
catchments fills tanks holding 16,000 
litres. Filters ensure the water is safe 

to drink and sanitation training teaches 
pupils good hygiene habits, which the 
children then pass on to their families 
so that whole communities benefit. 

A NEW OUTLOOK

Kyengo Mutua used to arrive at school 
tired from carrying water in heavy jerry 
cans. He says, “Life was too difficult 
because there was not enough water in 
the school. We can now get clean water 
for drinking and cooking for our school 
feeding program. We are able to be in 
school daily, boosting our academic 
performance.”

Those who have been helped often 
wish to share their good fortune with 
others. Kyengo’s future is taking flight. 
“My dream is to become a pilot and help 
uplift the unfortunate in my locality.” 

A HANDWASHING STATION IN KENYA:  
CHILDREN BECOME PASSIONATE ABOUT HYGIENE

WATER – THE SOURCE OF 
HEALTH AND HOPE

1 http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/12-07-2017-2-1-billion-people-lack-safe-drinking-water-at-home-more-than-twice-as-many-lack-safe-sanitation

THE NEW WAYS YOU ARE 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

The new sponsorship model brings 
you new choices about where to direct 
your donations. Every project improves 
the lives of children, families and 
communities in a more equitable way, 
building their capacity to support their 
families in sustainable societies.

Our projects ensure that children have 
clean water and decent toilets at school, 
that they have good teachers and 
learn healthy habits. They ensure that 
children and young people recognise 
attempts to traffic them and know 
what to do and who to tell if they are 
approached.

Sponsoring Education funds programs 
in Pakistan, Nepal, Kenya, Haiti and 
Myanmar which:

• Improve teachers’ skills to ensure 
children get a good education

• Assist adults to learn the skills to run 
small businesses

• Help children and adults recognise 
and report trafficking attempts. 

Water and Health go hand in hand. Your 
generosity pays for maternal health 
training in India, and WASH (water, 
sanitation and health) programs in 
schools in Kenya, Malawi and South 
Africa (see stories on page 2). 

Never underestimate the impact 
of clean water – the results are 
transformative for entire communities. 
By increasing access to sustainable, safe 
drinking water, improved sanitation 
facilities and promoting hygiene 
knowledge and practices, poor and 

vulnerable communities can make 
remarkable progress. More than 
100,000 people, many of them school 
children, have benefited from our WASH 
projects. That’s impact.

Our third option, for those who wish 
to support the area of greatest need, is 
Priority sponsorship. This encompasses 
all our tax-deductible water, health and 
education programs, especially in areas 
where we see a shortfall in funding. It 
is also the most efficient way to give, 
lowering administration costs and 
ensuring your gift has maximum impact.

If you are not yet a sponsor, please, 
sign up today to help change the 
lives of children and their families 
in developing countries around the 
world by completing the coupon or 
visiting salvos.org.au/international-
development.

Here’s what some of our existing 
sponsors say about its impact: 

“We are so blessed living in a land of 
plenty, where we have been showered in 
abundance. 

We are compelled by Christ to do 
something and often it is just a tiny 
drop in the bucket, but it does make a 
difference for someone.” – Jeanette and 
Bruce Stoltenberg, Salvos sponsors

And why not consider Salvos 
sponsorship as a group? 

“Our sponsorship started when as a 
department we decided to celebrate 
people’s birthdays by having fundraising 
morning teas. It’s a great opportunity to 
bond as a team and give to others who 
are less fortunate than us.” – Toni Ascone, 
Salvos priority sponsor

SALVOS SPONSORSHIP 
HAS CHANGED

EDUCATION

WATER & HEALTH

PRIORITY

KENYA.
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As part of our vision to see a world restored, The Salvation 
Army International Development (SAID) worked in 17 
countries in the 2017-18 financial year. With the valuable 
support of our global partners, we are empowering men, 
women and children to realise their potential and become 
agents of change in their communities.

Together, we have equipped communities with access to 
clean water, enabled adults to develop income-generating 
skills, provided children with educational opportunities and 
advocated for a fairer world.

A GLOBAL PICTURE

Human trafficking has become a multi-
billion-dollar global industry. Latest 
figures2 estimate that 40.3 million people 
are held against their will, including 24.9 
million in forced labour and 15.4 million 
in forced marriage. Women and girls 
account for 99 per cent of victims in the 
commercial sex industry and 58 per cent 
in other sectors. And one in four victims 
is a child.

The Salvation Army is working to 
prevent trafficking and to aid the 
recovery of those already trafficked.

AWARENESS THE FIRST STEP TO SAFETY

In Kenya, The Salvation Army’s SIMBA 
Project is a collaboration with local 
partners, schools, government and law 
enforcement to raise awareness of the 
dangers of trafficking. The SIMBA team 
runs community seminars with local 
police, as well as visiting schools to 
help them form ROC (rights of children) 
clubs. These teach children the various 
forms trafficking can take, how to 
recognise an approach and who to 
speak to in authority. 

Kenya Project Officer, Richard Bradbury, 
says, “Seeing a committed community 
come together to actively take a stand 
against this worldwide epidemic makes 
my heart sing.”

A WHOLE NEW LIFE

In Nepal, young women are particularly 
vulnerable to trafficking3. A lack of 
formal education, training and job 
opportunities makes them more 

FIGHTING MODERN-DAY 
SLAVERY

SISTERS CAFÉ IN 
NEPAL AND THE SIMBA 
PROJECT IN KENYA ARE 
EXAMPLES OF WHERE 
YOUR EDUCATION AND 
PRIORITY SPONSORSHIP 
DONATIONS ARE MAKING 
A REAL DIFFERENCE. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
COMPASSIONATE HELP. 

likely to accept false jobs offered by 
traffickers and experience exploitation.

Not long ago, Samita* was rescued 
after being trafficked into forced labour 
at a massage parlour. Today, she is 
an apprentice cook at The Salvation 
Army-operated Sisters Café in Nepal, 
on a pathway to safe, fair, long-term 
employment.

SISTERS CAFÉ FOSTERS SUCCESS

The café provides apprenticeships for 
survivors of trafficking, and women at 
risk of trafficking, to become waitresses 
or cooks. The young women gain work 
experience, education and life skills to 
set them up for a secure future. After 
their apprenticeship, assisted by a social 
worker, they are supported to gain jobs 
or start their own businesses. 

Graduates leave the program seeing 
themselves as valuable human 
beings, capable of making meaningful 
contributions and providing for 
themselves and their families. Not only 
do most women find safe and stable 
post-apprenticeship employment, but 
the café itself is generating an income, 
which is then invested back into the 
business.

With her new skills, Samita’s dream is 
to open a café of her own. “I want to 
challenge the perception that female 
cooks aren’t as talented as male cooks,” 
she says.

Skills and confidence, a winning 
combination. 

2 www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/lang--en/index.htm
3 www.researchgate.net/publication/200836792_Human_trafficking_in_Nepal_A_rising_concern_for_all

Bangladesh
Economic 

empowerment

APPRENTICESHIPS CHANGE 
LIVES FOR SURVIVORS OF 
TRAFFICKING
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Imagine if you moved to a new state 
and then the government denied your 
existence. No healthcare, no education, 
no voting rights, no government 
services at all. That was the experience 
of members of one of our community 
self-help groups (SHGs). 

The women, and their children, 
were reduced to scavenging and 
sorting through metres-high piles of 
rubbish to find any rags they could 
sell. Rag-pickers, they were called. 
Then their homes – makeshift sheds, 
really – burned down. Enrolling in 
our empowerment program has 
transformed their lives.

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

5000 of India’s poorest women now 
receive health training, vocational 
training and education that helps them 
qualify for microfinance loans they had 
been excluded from. Those loans, in 
turn, allow them to send their children 
to school, improving the lives of 
generations to come.

Group member Noorjahan says, “By the 
SHG, now we are able to earn. We are 
taking money and spending money for 
our children’s education.”

Munni adds, “If we didn’t join the SHG, 
our situation would be like before the 
SHG. With no group, no money.”

The support they’ve received, along 
with the information they’ve been able 
to access, is helping many members 
gain official government ID cards, 
entitling them to services they’d long 
been denied. 

A GENERATION RISKS ILLITERACY 

Haiti has one of the worst, least-
regulated education systems in the 
world. Only 854 per cent of Haitian 
children are enrolled and just 61 per cent 
of adults are literate. In fact, the average 
Haitian, aged 25 years or older, has had 
less than five years of schooling. When 
an earthquake rocked the small island in 
2010, many schools were destroyed.

Your generous sponsorship of the Safe 
and Sound Schools teacher training 
program has given more than 3000 
children the opportunity to receive a 
high-quality education. The children, 
and their families, couldn’t be more 
grateful. 

“Our new school is nice and clean with 
new benches and very beautiful,” says 
one young student.” We enjoy learning 
French and Creole (national language). 
Our parents are also very happy with 
the new school rooms.

The Salvation Army in Switzerland 
and the United States is now taking 
over management of Safe and Sound. 
Thank you to everyone who supported 
the project – many children’s lives 
are immeasurably richer for your 
sponsorship. 

We are grateful for your decision to help 
people change their lives by gaining new 
skills and knowledge. Because we know 
you appreciate the impact of learning, 
we have placed you into the education 
stream of our new sponsorship system. 
If you would prefer to switch to water 
and health or priority sponsorship, 
please let us know. 

We take a lot for granted in Australia. 
One of those things is the ability 
to access credit and loans in order 
to generate income. In developing 
countries, people often face many 
barriers to accessing credit, which 
limits their ability to build or create  
new businesses.  

Microcredit programs, like the Village 
Savings and Loan Association (VSLA) 
program we run with local partners 
in Tanzania, are educating individuals 
and their entire communities in 
entrepreneurial skills to create 
sustainable livelihoods.

TRIUMPHING OVER CIRCUMSTANCES

The death of a partner can be 
catastrophic in developing nations. 
When Lucy’s husband died, his family 
chased her and her 10 children away, 
stealing their land. The labouring work 
Lucy could get only paid enough for one 

meal a day for the family, because four 
of her children were sick and required 
expensive treatment, leaving few funds 
for food.

By joining The Salvation Army’s VLSA, 
Lucy was able to team up with another 
member to keep chickens and grow 
and sell cabbages. Her income now 
ensures proper nutrition and clothing 
for the whole family, and she has been 
able to purchase a phone and send one 
of her sons to school. She sees more 
abundance to come, saying, “My hope 
for the future is to build a house, send 
my children to school all the way up to 
university, and to own a big business.”

SKILLS FOR A DIVERSIFIED 
INCOME STREAM

Bhoke, a mother of eight, used to travel 
30 kilometres on foot overnight to get 
to where she sold her maize. Learning 
skills about business, entrepreneurship, 

agriculture and livestock-keeping at her 
VSLA, she took out loans to purchase 
a cow and a plough to cultivate maize, 
sweet potato and cassava. 

Now the VLSA’s chairperson, Bhoke 
leads its operations and ensures its 
sustainability. She also intends to 
diversify her business, saying, “I want to 
purchase more animals, cultivate more 
produce and also own a clothes shop.”

This VSLA program, along with many 
of our other education and priority 
sponsorship programs around 
the world, is both successful and 
sustainable. The small businesses that 
these programs finance improve the 
nutrition, health, housing and education 
of communities, delivering not just 
immediate change, but a radically 
different future. 

TURNING A LITTLE INTO A LIFE

*Name has been changed.

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT: FROM  
NON-PERSON TO OFFICIAL RECOGNITION

JUST A FEW CHICKENS CAN BECOME A LIVELIHOOD

TANZANIA.

IMPORTANT DATES

4 www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1862/FINAL_EducationMarch2017.pdf

WOMEN LEARNING TO 
SEW DEVELOP SKILLS FOR 

SUSTAINABLE LIVING

VERENA COLLEGE’S NEW FACILITIES 
RAISE STUDENTS’ SPIRITS

11
OCTOBER
INTERNATIONAL DAY 
OF THE GIRL CHILD

17
OCTOBER
INTERNATIONAL DAY 
FOR THE ERADICATION 
OF POVERTY

19
NOVEMBER
WORLD TOILET DAY

25
NOVEMBER
INTERNATIONAL DAY 
FOR THE ELIMINATION 
OF VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN

1
DECEMBER
WORLD AIDS DAY

Remember, for all enquiries about supporting the international work of The Salvation Army, call 02 9466 3105,  
visit salvos.org.au/international-development or email aun.internationaldevelopment@aus.salvationarmy.org
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One billion people, or 15 per cent of 
the world’s population, experience 
some form of disability5. In developing 
nations, disability is often a pathway to 
poverty, or abandonment. As a school 
centre sponsor, you are helping some of 
the most marginalised children in the 
world. The Australian Taxation Office 
has ruled school-centre sponsorships 
non-tax-deductible because they cover 
teachers’ salaries and school running 
costs, which they deem to be welfare, 
not international development. So 
we are particularly grateful for your 
compassionate support.

MATUMAINI SCHOOL – A HAVEN FROM 
DISCRIMINATION AND VIOLENCE

Did you see Lulu’s video on our Self 
Denial website (www.selfdenial.info)? 
Lulu has albinism – a genetic lack of 
pigment in her skin, hair and eyes. In 
Tanzania, people with albinism are often 
considered bad luck and ostracised by 
their families and communities. Worse 
still, others consider them good luck, 
which results in them being hunted and 
killed for body parts to use in witchcraft 
rituals and potions. 

After three people disappeared from 
her village, Lulu’s parents sent her 

to live safely at Matumaini School. 
Lulu says, “I am most grateful to The 
Salvation Army for loving and caring for 
me like family; enabling me to pursue 
my ambition of becoming a lawyer. I 
dream of changing this mentality. I 
want to make the most of this great 
opportunity that I’ve been given and 
fight for human equality and justice.”

AFTER-SCHOOL TUITION FOR 
MYANMAR’S MOST MARGINALISED

In Myanmar, where classes often 
have 60 or 70 students, individualised 
attention is a pipedream and children 
can easily fall behind, especially those 
with an intellectual disability. 

Supporting children who are most 
likely to fail without assistance, your 
sponsorship funds three teachers in 
each of our new after-school tuition 
programs in Dallah and Taunggyi 
as well as pupils’ stationery. And 
educators aren’t just helping students 
with their work, but also training 
them in personal development and 
hygiene, child protection issues and 
environmental care. 

Your continued support demonstrates 
your commitment to improving the 
futures of children, families and 
communities around the world.  
They – and we – are deeply grateful.

DISABILITY DOESN’T HAVE 
TO MEAN VULNERABILITY

TANZANIA.

5 www.worldbank.org/en/topic/disability

SCHOOLS OFFER SANCTUARY AS WELL AS SCHOLARSHIP

MORE NEWS  
ON ITS WAY

THANK YOU

Information can be difficult to obtain 
from some centres, but we are working 
with our partners to ensure we have 
more news for you in coming months. 
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