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HISTORY IN THE MAKING - High Council 
elects 21st General of The Salvation Army 
(Simone Worthing, Others) 

Commissioner Brian Peddle has been elected the 
21st General of The Salvation Army. 

The High Council elected Commissioner Peddle, 
who currently serves as Chief of Staff, after the four 
candidates delivered their speeches. 

Commissioner Birgitte Brekke-Clifton, High Council 
President, announced the election result in the 
early hours of 25th May, AEST. 

Commissioner Brekke-Clifton thanked General 
André Cox and Commissioner Silvia Cox for joining 
the High Council for the announcement, and invited 
Commissioner Peddle to say a few words. 

“It’s my absolute pleasure to stand before you today 
and acknowledge the confidence that the High  

                 Email: tricoloureditor@hotmail.com 

 

Council has placed in myself and in Commissioner 
Rosalie Peddle,” he said. 

“We are overwhelmed to say the least, but are 
deeply honoured and feeling somewhat unworthy 
by the momentous task that lies before us. 

“We feel very much that we already love the 
international Salvation Army and it will not be 
difficult for us to embrace our diversity in our many 
countries and peoples around the world. 

“Today we stand in front of you the High Council, all 
of us so eager for God to move in a new way among 
us.  We’re anticipating, with the commitment here 
at this High Council, that God will do amazing things 
among around this international Salvation Army. 

“We would ask very humbly for your prayers and 
support, as that would be the greatest and most 
wonderful gift you could offer us.         Cont’d page 2 

General Elect Brian Peddle and 
Commissioner Rosalie Peddle 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME ……… 
to attend the next Historical  
Society meetings 
 

SYDNEY CHAPTER  
 Thursday 16 August – Conference Room, 
Eva Burrow College, Kingsland Rd, Bexley Nth 
 7pm Annual General Meeting 
 7.30pm“Mother of the Army”.  Special 

Guest – John Cleary  

BRISBANE CHAPTER  
 Fri 27-Sat 29 July – The Salvation Army 
History Symposium – at The Salvation Army, 
Cnr Broadmeadows & Maroochydore Rds, 
Maroochydore 

mailto:tricoloureditor@hotmail.com
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“Thank you to General André Cox and 
Commissioner Silvia Cox for leading us these past 
years.  Your legacy is known to all of us and we are 
grateful.  

“We pray that The Salvation Army internationally 
will go from strength to strength, that God Almighty 
will bless us in an incredible way, and that He will 
surprise us with His mighty power as we move into 
future.” 

General-Elect Commissioner Brian Peddle will 
assume the responsibilities of The Salvation Army 
world leader when General Cox retires at midnight 
on 2 August. 

 
THE HISTORY OF A HOUSE 
(Major David Woodbury) 

 

 
 

During May, the Sydney Chapter, in partnership 
with Stanmore House, presented a lecture by Major 
Beryl Lingard on the historical residence at 97 
Cambridge Street, Stanmore.  Drawing from her 
new book, The Lodge, Stanmore, a varied history, 
the Major traced the fascinating past of the old 
mansion with its varied personalities and uses. 
 
The original occupiers of the land, the indigenous 
Cadigal people were decimated by the small pox 
epidemic of 1789–90, soon after the arrival of The 
First Fleet.  The land, on which The Lodge, (as it 
came to be known) stood, was part of a land grant 
to Captain Thomas Rowley of the 102nd Regiment, 
NSW Corps, who raised sheep for meat rather than 
wool.  
 
There was a succession of owners and occupiers in 
the following years among them, Thomas Holt, a 
member of the New South Wales parliament; 
musician, merchant philanthropist, William Henry 

Paling, who built the mansion which came to be 
known as The Lodge; and Premier of New South 
Wales, Alexander Stuart.  In 1900, Commandant 
Herbert Booth purchased the mansion for The 
Salvation Army, as a rescue home for women. 
Some of the women were converted and three 
joined the first session of cadets at the nearby 
training college in Livingstone Road, Petersham. 

 
The complex has seen numerous changes in its use 
over the intervening years, reflecting the Army’s 
pragmatic approach to real estate.  Between 1924 
and 1944, known as The Harbour, the building was 
utilised as an industrial home to house troubled 
girls, and in 1945 the name was changed to The 
Lodge, and was used as a young women’s student 
hostel.  It remained in use for this purpose until 
1969 when it became a children’s home.  
Following government changes to children’s work, 
congregate care ceased and its purpose became 
redundant.  

In 1988 the Territorial Commander of the day, 
Commissioner Roy Lovatt, envisioned the building  

The Lodge, Stanmore House, c1900 

Girls in the Rescue Home supported the 
home through and ironing service 

Young student women around the piano 
at The Lodge 
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as an ideal centre for advanced training of officers 
and it became the Centre for Officer Further 
Training.  Its role was further expanded in 1992 
and it became known as SALT, the centre for 
Salvation Army Leadership Training. 
 
In 2007 a major refurbishment was carried out. 
Guided by heritage architects, significant building 
changes allowed a much wider use of the complex 
when lecture rooms, new accommodation, and a 
more substantial dining room were added.  The 
position of the complex, ideally located for access 
to the airport, train station, and buses, allows it to 
function today, under its director, Major Raewyn 
Grigg, as a valuable Salvation Army conference and 
training facility. 
 
The new coffee table book by Major Beryl Lingard, 
The Lodge, Stanmore, a varied history, will soon be 
available through Salvationists Supplies in Sydney. 

 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
– The Salvation Army Telegraphic Code Book  
 

Brigadier F Hayter Cox 
invented The Salvation 
Army Telegraphic Code 
Book in 1897 and 
William Booth 
enthusiastically worked 
with him on its 

development.  It 
consisted of nearly 900 

pages of single unintelligible code-words, 
representing almost every phrase imaginable. 

 
As well as providing message security, the Code 
Book’s main intention was cost saving when  

 
 
telegraphing the Army world-wide, and in this  
regard it was highly successful.   For example, a 6-
word coded text could replace a 21-word plain 
text in a telegraph, which was charged by each 
word.  (Courtesy of The Salvation Army Heritage Centre, 
Melbourne) 

 
 

MEMORIES OF THE HIGH COUNCIL 
(Garth Hentzschel) 
 
In a year in which the High Council of The 
Salvation Army sat to elect the next General, the 
Brisbane Chapter invited Commissioner James and 
Jan Condon to a public meeting to share some of 
their memories. 
 

 
 
The Commissioners were summoned to two High 
Councils held in London, and saw the election of 
Linda Bond and André Cox to the position of 
General.  At their last High Council, James was 
nominated the Chaplin to the High Council and 
performed the duties of organising devotions as 
well as being the spiritual leader of the 
proceedings. 
 
James, pictured 
right, commenced 
the evening by 
outlining the 
events and 
appointments that 
saw them 
summoned to sit at 
the High Council. 
 
Jan continued by 
outlining the 
procedures and legal protocols of the High Council.  
In comparing and contrasting the two Councils 
they had attended, she showed how each High 
Council operates differently within the guidelines.  
She introduced the various roles and gave high 
praise for the interpreters and administration staff 
who looked after the day-to-day running of the 
High Council.  

A Code Book, c1930 

An example of a coded Telegram 
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Humorous and personal accounts were also given 
to show the human side as well as the deep 
spiritual side of the experience of electing a 
General of the The Salvation Army.  
 
Additional memories and insights were given by 
James.  The role of the Chaplin to the High Council 
was outlined as well as his experience of meeting 
other leaders of the movement.  These 
experiences, he stated, has given him lifelong 
friendships.  
 
As fun activity, James introduced a number of the 
delegates to the 2018 High Council and outlined 
who he believed could be in the running to be the 
next general of The Salvation Army. 
 
Questions at the end of the evening outlined 
concern at the perceived lack of openness of the 
High Council, the differences in having the Council 
at Sunbury Court as compared to the Renaissance 
Hotel, and at what point in time the election of the 
General became closed to soldiers. 
 

Both Jan (pictured 
left) and James 
constantly expressed 
the privilege they 
received from 
attending the two 
High Councils, and 
assured those present 
of the prayerful 
consideration in the 
process of electing a 
person to become 
General.  

 
The talk opened many interesting discussions and 
enlightened all those present on the inner 
workings of such a unique part of the 
organisational structure of The Salvation Army. 

 
 

HERITAGE CENTRES 
 
Australia One continues forward and it has been 
decided that the Heritage Centres in Melbourne and 
Sydney will now be under the mantle of the 
National Communications Department, with Lieut-
Colonel Laurie Robinson as the line manager.  The 
future of the two Heritage Centres has yet to be 
decided. 

 
 

 
CAUGHT BY THE CAMERA 
 

 
 

The first Women Cadets in Australasia, 1899 
(Melbourne). (Photo courtesy of The Salvation Army 
Heritage Centre) 
 

 

MY STORY – A Letter from General William 
Booth, by Wendy Evans 
 
My grandmother, Alice Sophia Napper was born in 
Robertson, NSW in 1879, the eldest of 8 children.  
The family attended Bowral Corps where she gave 
her heart to the Lord at an early age, and from 
where she entered the Training College in 
Melbourne. 
 
In January 1902 Lieutenant Alice Napper was 
posted to Geraldton (Innisfail) Queensland in 
January 1903.  From there she went to Cairns in 
March 1904 and on to Thursday Island in January 
1905; a very long way from family and friends in 
Robertson, NSW. 
 
There is a War Cry report of three officers visiting 
Thursday Island by boat en-route to Java.  They 
had set sail from Sydney with 63 passengers, 11 of 
whom were Europeans and the remainder Chinese 
and Malay.  It was a very rough journey at times 
and on one occasion as they were nearing 
Thursday Island, the lassie officers had to go to 
their bunks early in the evening, Lieutenant Hood 
being the first.  After a while as the ship made a 
lurch, she was surprised to have a 13stone weight 
land on top of her.  It was her comrade Lieutenant 
Barrett.  A moment later and another lurch landed 
her on the other side of the cabin; so maybe 
Lieutenant Napper’s journey to Thursday Island 
wasn’t without incident either.  
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This War Cry goes on to report “We reached 
Thursday Island about 1pm on Sunday, and as soon 
as lunch was over we made our way to the town. We 
found Adjutant M. King and Lieutenant Napper 
were both just recovering from the dengue fever, 
which was raging on the island. They were just 
about to start for the afternoon meeting, and as this 
is a very isolated place, and the visits of comrades 
are few and far between, you can imagine the 
pleasant surprise our arrival on the scene was to 
them. 
 
We had a grand little meeting in a part of the town 
called “Yokohama”.  Another meeting was held at 
night, and it cheered us to hear the singing.  One 
would almost imagine that the very lives of the 
people depended on the way they sang.  Much 
conviction was manifest, and after a stiff fight we 
rejoiced over two precious souls.  We spent a very 
happy time with Adjutant King, Lieutenant Napper 
and the soldiers of Thursday Island”.  
 
During May 1905 a Congress was held in Brisbane 
conducted by the founder, General William Booth.  
As my grandmother was stationed on Thursday 
Island, the distance from Brisbane made it 
impossible for her to attend.  General Booth very 
graciously wrote to her, personally encouraging 
her to keep up the good fight and telling her of the 
wonderful public meetings where the power of 

God was evident and many people were convicted 
in their hearts, making their way to the mercy seat.  

 

Unfortunately during her time on Thursday Island 
Alice seems to have been troubled with attacks of 
Dengue Fever.  One is reported in the War Cry as 
previously mentioned, and again in May 1906.  
The last attack caused her to go home to NSW on 
sick leave, and in July 1907 she resigned her 
officership as a result of ill health. 
 
Alice Napper 
continued to 
worship at The 
Salvation Army 
and was married 
at Burwood 
Corps, NSW, to 
fellow 
Salvationist, 
Herbert Johnson 
in November 
1910.  They 
continued to 
serve the Lord in 
the Salvation 
Army, settled in 
Campsie and had 
5 daughters.  However, in 1939, my grandfather 
Herbert decided for unknown reasons to leave the 
“Army” and worship at the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church in Lakemba.  My grandmother dutifully 
went with him, but in her heart always remained a 
Salvationist, continuing to attend the Home 
League each week.   

Herbert died in 1964 and by then Alice was too 
frail to attend church.  However, she continued to 
attend Home League when her health allowed.  On 
her death in 1972 aged 92, at Alice’s request, her 
funeral was held at The Salvation Army, Campsie. 

Transcription of General William Booth’s 
handwritten note at the end of his letter to 

Lieutenant Alice Napper. 
 

(signed) “William Booth 

God is your Father, Jesus is your Friend and 
the Holy Spirit your Strength and Guide. 
The Grace, the all sufficient Grace that 

never faileth will be supplied, if you are 
only faithful in the dark and lonely hours of 
the fight.  Good bye. God bless and keep you 

to the end.” 
 

 

Alice Napper and her 
husband Herbert Johnson 

The 2nd page of the letter written to Lieut 
Alice Napper by William Booth in 1905, 

showing his personal note at the end 
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TASMANIA  
 
In November 1883 the Launceston Examiner 
newspaper wrote about the “Advance Guard of The 
Salvation Army …. Arriving in town and taking up 
residence at the Bishop’s Temperance Hotel.”  This 
was the start of the Launceston Corps, and the start 
of The Salvation Army in Tasmania. 
 
The first convert was Charlie Tyler, who had been a 
member of the Skeleton Army and went on to 
become Staff Captain Tyler. 
 
Within weeks there were also corps established in 
the colonial capital, Hobart, where 2,000 people 
gathered at the Exhibition Building on Queens 
Domain, and also in Latrobe and Waratah. 
 
The women’s “rescue home” known as “The 
Deliverer”, which was running also in Launceston 

by 1898, is one of the first recorded social 
programs in Tasmania. 
 
Launceston was also the home of Divisional 
Headquarters (DHQ) until 1943 when, due to the 
war work and the centralisation of government, 
DHQ was “temporarily” moved to Hobart.  It’s still 
there! 
 
The Tasmania Division at a glance today – 14 
Corps, 1 Outpost, 1 Chapel, 14 Employment Plus 
Offices, 14 Salvos Stores, 7 Thrift Shops, 73 Social 
Programs, 24 Officers, 2 Auxiliary Lieutenants. 
(Edited from an article in “Others” Magazine, June 2018) 

 
 
NEW MINI-BIOGRAPHY OF NOTED 
QUEENSLAND SALVATIONIST 
 
The Brisbane Chapter has taken on the project of 
publishing mini-biographies of Salvationists in the 
series called They took up their Cross.  
 
The booklet to be launched in July at The Salvation 
Army History Symposium at Maroochydore, will be 
the second in the series.  
 

This biography, titled “A 
Devoted Hardship, To Humble 
Triumph” will cover the life and 
ministry of George Herbert 
(Bert) Knowles, pictured left.  It 
tells the story of a Queensland 
Salvationist who was a pioneer 
and strong Christian.   
 

The book is researched and written by the subject’s 
granddaughter, Major Heather Drew.   Reviews and 
information on the cost of the booklet will be 
announced at the launch of the book.  

 
 
5th ISSUE of THE AUSTRALASIAN 
JOURNAL OF SALVATION ARMY 
HISTORY 
(Garth Hentzschel) 

  

The Australasian Journal of Salvation Army 
History (AJSAH) continues to receive international 
praise and acknowledgement. 
 
Papers in previous issues have now been 
referenced in other scholarly publications and this 
issue, Volume 3, Issue 1, promises to be of 
particular note in the writing and research of  

THE SALVATION ARMY 

HISTORICAL 

SYMPOSIUM 
 

             presents 
 

History:  a collection of memories or a 

collection of myths? 

 

Friday 27 to Sunday 29 July 2018 
 

at The Salvation Army, Cnr Broadmeadow & 

Maroochydore Rds, Maroochydore, Qld 

 

Friday – 7.30pm-9pm 

Saturday – 9am-9pm 

Sunday – 9am-1pm 
 

Featuring 

 Presenters from USA, NZ, Qld, & NSW 

 Visit of co-ordinator of the SA Museum in USA 

Central Territory 

 Papers include – Catherine’s letters to her 

parents; Salvation Army ‘War’ songs; the 

Army & Federation; Changing Army theology; 

and the Army in WWI 

 A panel of notable historians will answer 

submitted question 

For more information contact Garth 

Hentzschel at AJSAHistory@gmail.com 
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Salvation Army history.  It again contains original 
research from authors representing Australia, 
Canada, and New Zealand. 
 

The first two 
papers investigate 
places named after 
Salvationists; Major 
Robert (Bob) 
Broadbere writes 
about Peck Cottage, 
Sydney while Dr. 
Ray Kerkhove 
writes about Kiels 
Mountain on the 
Sunshine Coast of 
Queensland. 
 
The third paper by 
Belinda Youssef 

outlines the history of toy relating to the Army.  
 
Dr. David Malcolm Bennett concludes his papers on 
the Booth’s letters and outlines lessons to be 
learned from the communication between husband 
and wife. 
 
Another two papers investigate statements from an 
historical perspective.  Professor R. Gordon Moyles’ 
paper investigates the statement that the Army was 
“invented”, while Garth R. Hentzschel looks into the 
statement that the Eagle Tavern was a centre of 
historical importance to the entertainment industry 
in London. 
 
Finally, Col. Ian Hutson discusses the stand the 
Army made leading up to the New Zealand 1986 
Homosexual Reform Act.   
 
As in other issues, the AJSAH introduces the reader 
to a Salvation Army historical author and in “meet 
the author” Major Harold Hill of New Zealand is 
introduced. 
 
Garth R. Hentzschel also continues the list and 
description of Salvation Army related books 
published since 1988. 
 
This issue as others can be read on the Historical 
Society’s website 
www.salvos.org.au/historicalsociety/ and 
information on the AJSAH or submission of papers 
can be sent to AJSAHistory@gmail.com.  
 
 
 

 
IN BLACK & WHITE  
– Historical Newspaper Clippings  
 
“A peculiar question came up for consideration at 
the hospital committee meeting yesterday.  The 
report of the bylaws committee was being 
discussed, and while the matter of visiting hours 
was being considered the question of whether or 
not officers of the Salvation Army should have the 
same privileges as 'ministers of religion' was 
raised.  It was decided to let the matter remain 
open, but it was discussed again at a later stage 
somewhat curiously through a letter being handed 
in, which on being opened turned out to be from 
Captain Walls, of the Salvation Army, asking for 
the committee's ruling on the point, on the ground 
that he had been disallowed the privileges given to 
"other ministers of the Gospel."  As no authority 
had been given to exclude the writer, the matter 
was referred to the visiting committee for report. 
(Riverine Grazier, Hay, NSW, Friday 8 March 1889, 
page 2) 
 

Editor:  It appears that Captain Walls was refused 
the privilege of visiting Richard Paynter, a 
Salvationists, who was in hospital with a fever. 
 

 
BOOK REVIEW – “Inside a High 
Council – How Salvation Army 
Generals are Elected” by John Larsson  
 

The international leader of The 
Salvation Army is elected by a 
High Council comprised of more 
than 100 of the Army’s most 
senior leaders from around the 
world.  
 
In this book the author invites 
readers to step inside a typical 

High Council in session at the Army’s conference 
centre in Sunbury-on-Thames to observe what 
happens. His role is that of a tour guide, explaining 
and giving the background to the various stages of 
an event that lasts a week or more.  
 
Drawing on the 
recollections of 
previous Generals 
and little-known 
historical data, the 
author weaves the material into a fascinating 
factual and human-interest account of what takes 
place when a High Council meets.  

Inside a High Council 
RRP $15, is available from 
Salvationist Supplies in 
Sydney (1800 634 209). 

http://www.salvos.org.au/historicalsociety/
mailto:AJSAHistory@gmail.com
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
During his first visit to Australia in November 
1891, Salvation Army founder General William 
Booth exhorted 10 young officers to open The 
Salvation Army’s work for God in Western 
Australia.  The pioneering party arrived in Perth 
on 17 December 1891.  Two days later The 
Salvation Army “opened fire” in a converted 
skating rink I Murray Street.  Three meetings 
followed the next day, with the founding of Perth 
Corps. 
 
The work of The Salvation Army quickly grew.  
The Fremantle Corps opened in December 1891, 
the Northam Corps on New Year’s Day 1892, the 
York Corps two days later, and the Guildford Corps 
at the end of January.  By the end of April 1892 
Western Australia could boast five thriving corps 
with 147 enrolled soldiers, 95 recruits, and 570 
converts. 
 
The 1890s economic depression and the discovery 
of the Eastern Goldfields at Coolgardie and 
Southern Cross in 1892-93 further assisted the 
growth with many miners, including some with 
Salvation Army affiliation, moving to Western 
Australia from other colonies.   
In 1894 the Western Australia Government gave 
the Salvation Army a share of the government’s 
annual Ecclesiastical Grant, as well as a block of 
land at York, Northam Geraldton, Fremantle, 
Southern Cross, and Coolgardie. 
 
The Western Australia Division at a glance today – 
59 Officers, 27 Corps, 80 Centres, 1,154 Senior 
Soldiers, 319 Adherents, 175 Junior Soldiers, 724 
Employees. 

(Edited from an article in “Others” Magazine, April 2018) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PLEASE “LIKE” OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
To find us and receive 
posts, updates, reminders of meetings etc, just 
enter ‘Salvation Army Historical Society AUE’ into 
the search bar at the top of the page. 
 
When you click on ‘like’, it will allow other people 
in your network to easily click ‘like’ and start 
receiving the Society’s posts on their Facebook 
feed. 
 
When you see a post you think interesting, you can 
again just click ‘share’, so your friends can see it. 
 

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the office bearers or members of 
the committee of the Society.  Every effort has been 
made to obtain and publish reliable information.  
The Society however, as a body, accepts no 
responsibility for the editorial or advertising content. 

 

THE  SALVATION  ARMY  AUSTRALIA  EASTERN  TERRITORY  HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

Sydney Chapter: 
President:  Major David Woodbury 
Postal Address:  PO Box 4063, Bexley North, 
NSW, 2207 
Email:  
david.woodbury@aue.salvationarmy.org 

Brisbane Chapter: 
President:  Mr Garth Hentzschel 
Postal Address:  PO Box 998, Mt Gravatt, Qld, 
4122 
 
Email:  GHentzschel@chc.edu.au  

 

mailto:david.woodbury@aue.salvationarmy.org
mailto:GHentzschel@chc.edu.au

