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Brisbane's Hidden Salvation Army Heritage – 

The Brisbane Chapter Walks the City 
Brisbane locals and international guests from New Zea-

land walked the city to hear the stories and see the sites 

of The Salvation Army’s involvement in the city of Bris-

bane. 

The built history of Brisbane has a sense of shame as 

it has covered over its colourful past by allowing “big, 

shiny, new things” to overshadow the city's heritage. 

Brisbane tour guide and history buff Jack Sim said suc-

cessive council administrations had ignored the city’s 

past in favour of modernity, making it hard for his busi-

ness to thrive. In this way many buildings used by The 

Salvation Army can now only be viewed in photographs 

but the places are real and can still be experienced. 

Brisbane’s Heritage 

For thousands of years the river and surrounding 

land was the traditional country of the 

Turrbul and Jagera people. In 1825 

the Moreton Bay penal 

settlement was 

established on 

the northern bank of the 

river. 

The penal set- tlement closed in 1839, 

with free settlers greatly expanding the Moreton 

Bay District’s productivity and population from 1842. By 

the 1850s the ‘tyranny’ of mismanagement and neglect 

practised by the remote Sydney-based government was a 

core grievance that led to calls for independence. 

In 1851 a public meeting was held to propose the col-

ony separate from New South Wales. The ensuing cam-

paign lasted almost a decade. Queen Victoria finally gave  

 

 

 

her approval and 

signed Letters Pa-

tent on 6 June, 

1859 to establish 

the new, self-

governing colony 

of “Queen’s Land”. 

The colony was the 

first in Australia to 

begin with its own 

parliament, instead 

of spending time 

first as a Crown 

Colony. 

 

Ann Street 

On 5 November, 1857 John and Jane Petrie’s second 

son, Walter was drowned on his way to visit his aunty, 

Barbara McNaught who lived near the School of Arts 

Hall on Anne Street. Barbara and her husband, Daniel 

Snr. were the couple who commenced The Mary Street 

Mission, which became The Salvation Army in 1880. 
Brisbane School of Arts 

The original building was constructed in about 1865 

and purchased by the Brisbane School of Arts in 1873. 

Mr. McNaught sat on the School of Arts committee 

which assisted in the 

hiring of the hall for 

The Mary Street Mis-

sion once their original 

building became too 

small. 

Hester McNaught 

used the original, then 

current School of Arts Halls for 3:00pm Sunday service 

from September 1872 until 1874. She later had issues 

with the committee and they forced The Mary Street 

Mission out.   

Albert Street Uniting Church 

The Victorian Gothic Revival styled building with 

dark brick walls and light coloured Oamaru (NZ) lime-

stone provides a strong visual effect. 

Brisbane City Hall 

Erected between 1920 and 1930, the City Hall acts as 

a strong community focus and exhibits a high level of 

Map of Brisbane published by J.U.McNaught 

son of the founders of the Mary Street Mis-

sion 

Map of Walk 



architectural quality. Designed by architects Hall and 

Prentice, the tri- angular pediment above the en-

trance features a sculpture by Daphne Mayo de-

picting early settlement. Corinthian columns, 

the Pantheon dome and the great obelisk give 

an eclectic ma- jestic feel.  

The Bris- bane City Hall has been used for 

many Salvation Army celebrations such as Con-

gresses, Christmas Unwrapped, launch of 

The Red Shield Appeal, Youth Demon-

strations and wel-

come to Salvation 

Army Generals. 

On Sunday 7 De-

cember, 2008 the 

only ‘official’ 

Commissioning of Salvation Army Officers in Queens-

land took place in this building.   

Adelaide Street 

 
The first Methodist (Wesleyan) chapel in Albert Street 

was opened in March, 1849 and was replaced in January 

1856 by a more substantial brick church in Goth-

ic style on the same site. The third Wes- leyan 

Church, opened c.1883 and this build- ing was 

used by the early Salvation Army from 20 

December, 1885 until the Brisbane City 

Temple was completed in 1891. 

The Army had origi-

nally leased the build-

ing for a period of 

three years at the 

rental £6 per 

week. Adjutant 

Wright led the 

first service in 

the hall and a 

report read “The services 

yesterday were of the usual character. The attendance 

was not large.” Yet in the New Year’s Eve meeting Adju-

tant Wright lead about 150 persons in “quite of the Army 

type, and consisted of addresses, broken and interspersed 

by short prayers, snatches of hymns, and ‘short and 

sharp’ testimonies from various comrades. Heartiness 

and enthusiasm as usual characterised the proceeding.”  

George Street End of Adelaide Street 

McNaught’s House 

In this area stood the sawpits and two cottages one be-

longed to Mr. William Wilkes, editor of the “Moreton 

Bay Courier”; the other was the early home of the 

McNaught family. In this house Hester made her first 

convert in Queensland. Hester, her first husband, Charles, 

with Barbara and Daniel McNaught helped with the con-

version to Christianity of the McNaught’s son, Daniel 

Jnr. Daniel was to become the second husband of Hester 

and shared preaching in The Salvation Army. 

North Quay Ferry Terminal 

The terminal saw the arrival of all the key people on 

The Salvation Army to Brisbane. Daniel McNaught jnr, 

Charles Robinson and Mrs Hester Robinson arrived in 

Brisbane on 3 July, 1872. Daniel introduced Hester and 

Charles to his father and mother, who waited for his arri-

val on the wharf. 

.  
Hester and Charles Wesley Robinson. Hester later married Daniel 

McNaught Jnr 

Mrs. McNaught took the Robinsons aside, and asked,  
“Is my son saved;” and added – “we have been 

praying for him, and asking the Lord to send 

someone in the ship, that might be the instrument 

in His hands of his conversion.” We replied – 

“He is seeking the Lord, and we believe he shall 

soon be saved.” A short time after he was set at 

liberty in our house, about 11 o’clock p.m. 

From here Hester travelled on a number of evangeli-

cal mission trips north and also south to hand The Salva-

tion Army she was running over the Ballington Booth in 

1885. It is interesting to note that as early as 1875 Hester 

was compared to Catherine Booth as a female preacher. 

This wharf also say, in January 1883, the arrival of 

Captain Cairns, and his Scottish contingent made up of 

Lieutenants Cairns and Wright and up to 15 other Salva-

tionists.  

 
Captain Cairns 

It would be expected that that Adjutant Wright and his 

party, which arrived in June, 1885 landed here too. 

 
Adjutant Wright and officers sent to Brisbane in 1885 



Open Air work at “The Bridge” 

 
The first Victoria Bridge, built in 1870s was washed 

away on 5 February, 1893. Even the second bridge was 

described as the most important in the state due to its 

enormous traffic. The Mary Street Mission and later The 

Salvation Army held many Open Air meetings here. 

From early 1877, The Mary Street Mission commenced 

mid-week Open Airs with the assistance of Rev J. J. 

Westwood and then under the leadership of Hester. 

By May, 1881 newspapers commented that The Sal-

vation Army was holding their Saturday night meeting at 

the bridge “as usual”. It was also reported that “Several 

hundreds of people attended”. Sometimes the crowds 

turned on Hester leading to both Salvationists and larri-

kins appearing in court. 

It was on this spot on Saturday, 13 January, 1883, that 

Captain Cairns unfurled the official flag of The Salvation 

Army. Although Hester had created her own banner, the 

tricolour was unfurled here for the first time. From here 

Salvationists would march through the streets to the Mis-

sion hall in Charlotte-street, singing hymns all the way. 

After Hester took back leadership of The Salvation 

Army in Brisbane Salvationist continued to hold outdoor 

meetings in this area. In February, 1884 there was a pro-

test about immigration into Queensland and The Salva-

tion Army was caught between the police and protesters. 

Hester saw that the protesters tried to upset the Open Air 

so she attempted to outflank them by singing. The news-

paper announced that the Salvationists attempt “could 

hardly be called a success, and after a brief struggle for 

existence, the open-air service collapsed.” 

Treasury Building 

The Italian Renaissance styled building, designed by 

J. J.Clark and built between 1885 and 1928 is a building 

of historical importance to the City. 

Open Airs in Queen Street  

One of the early reports of The Salvation Army’s 

work in Queen Street was in late July, 1881. The Bris-

bane battalion of The Salvation Army marched about the 

streets singing something to the tune of “So early in the 

morning.” “The opposition possessed a wheeling accor-

dion, and between them the people of the capital are 

nearly crazy.” The street marching and meetings contin-

ued with unsympathetic reports appearing on irregular 

bases. 

In March, 1883 The Salvation Army again took on the 

street entertainers on Queen Street. 
“…powerful and discordant strains of a recently import-

ed barrel or, rather, double-barrel organ of one-donkey 

power... Presently music of another kind burst upon the 

delighted ears of the larrikins, as the advance guard of a 

Salvation Army contingent made its appearance coming 

up Queen-street, singing at the top of its united voice, 

“Hold the Fort.” As they advanced, the organ-man re-

doubled his efforts, and an exciting contest took place 

between the rival musicians. The heavier metal of the 

organ-grinder, however, won the day, completely si-

lencing the guns of the enemy, who retreated, leaving 

the “fort” in the possession of the organ-grinder, the or-

gan and the donkey. 

The Salvation Army in 1883 were collecting crowds 

of some 200 to 300 people in Queen Street and the Corps 

was large enough to hold two Open-Airs and street 

marches simultaneously.  

Bank of New South Wales (Westpac) 

Erected in 1929 this bank building has a very solid 

appearance which is presumably aimed at providing a 

level of psychological security to its customers. The skin 

is of traditional sandstone covering a modern steel 

framed structure.  

Old Town Hall 

On Queen Street stood the old Town Hall which was 

used by The Mary Street Mission and also The Salvation 

Army was discussed here a number of times. Rev. West-

wood’s first service was an open-air meeting at 4:00 p.m. 

at the Albert Street entrance to the Botanical Gardens on 

Saturday, 10 February 1877 and then an indoor meeting 

in the Large Room at the Town Hall at 7:30 p.m. on Sun-

day, 11 and 18 February, 1877. Here it was also dis-

cussed that The Salvation Army had the right to preach. 

In 1881 the Brisbane Municipal Council held a meeting 

where it was requested that the Mayor stop The Salvation 

Army from meeting in the street. The Mayor replied that 

as The Salvation Army held meetings on private land the 

government could not touch them. 

McNaught’s shop 
In February 1873 John Ure McNaught commenced a 

stationers and booksellers business in Queen Street. 

John’s wife, Sister J. McNaught was elected to the com-

mittee of the Brisbane Total Temperance Society. On 6 

November, 1880 Hester’s book, about her first husband, 

Charles Robinson was first advertised as being for sale in 

this store. 

Other Historical Buildings in Queen Street 

Facades in Queen Street which are of historical im-

portance include: Former Colonial Mutual Building; 

Former Myer Store (The site was occupied during con-

vict days by the largest building in the settlement, the 

Prisoners Barracks); New York Hotel; Former News-

paper House (It was erected in 1891 for the Telegraph 

Newspaper Company. This was the newspaper which 

Hester used to advertise her work with the Mission and 

The Salvation Army); The Carlton Hotel; Regent Thea-

tre. 

Old Council Chambers 
In 1883 and again in 1885 Alderman questioned the 

rights of The Salvation Army to procession and hold street 

meetings. In the 1890’s Hester was arrested and jailed for 

her street preaching by the by-laws of Brisbane council. The 

council believed the “processions were likely to lead to 

breaches of the peace, and should be put a stop to.”  

 



Charlotte Street  

In 1876 The Mary Street Mission became The East 

Brisbane Gospel Mission and opened its Gospel Hall on 

the corner of Charlotte and Albert Street on Sunday 27 

August, 1876. The new building held 200 people and cost 

the Mission £200. Hester also spelt out the aims of the 

Mission: 
As the object in veiw in this work is the glory of 

God and the salvation of precious souls… 

The Mission 

specifically 

aimed its work 

in the area 

known as 

Frog’s Hollow, 

described as the 

Sodom and 

Gomorrah of 

Brisbane. This 

location was the 

perfect fertile 

ground to allow 

the East Bris-

bane Gospel 

Mission to metamorphosis into The Salvation Army.  
In 1877 The Mission was supported by Rev. J. J. 

Westwood. Rev. Westwood, was later described as hav-

ing a “striking physical likeness to General Booth.” Rev. 

Westwood held his first open air outside The East Bris-

bane Gospel Mission at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 15 Feb-

ruary 1877 and then again the following evening, Friday, 

16 February. The Mission Hall remained at the centre of 

indoor meetings throughout the Campaign. The Mission 

kept growing and in 1880 the Mission commenced a 

Sabbath School boasting 8 Teachers and 80 Scholars.  

By the end of October 1880 here stood the first Salva-

tion Army Hall in Queensland and by the end of 1881 

Hester had received land and started to raise funds to 

build a second hall in Sandgate. From early December 

1880 the Corps was holding Tea meetings indoor meet-

ings twice on Sundays, at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. These 

indoor meetings and those outside the hall continued 

through to 1883.  

In 1883 Captain Cairns arrived and held a meeting to 

outline the aims and methods of The Salvation Army. 

Within days of Cairns’ arrival Hester took back leader-

ship of The Army and forced Cairns out of Brisbane. 

After the schism Hester continued to run The Salva-

tion Army in Brisbane and Sandgate. From 1883 to 1885 

the program of The Salvation Army in Brisbane was: 
 Sunday 3:00 p.m. Meeting Sandgate; 3:45p.m. Open-air 

at the Botanical Gardens, Brisbane followed by a meeting 

in the Barracks, Charlotte Street; 

 Monday 7:30 p.m. Bible Class, Sandgate; 

 Tuesday 7:45 p.m. Open Air at the Fountain, Brisbane 

followed by a meeting in the Barracks, Charlotte Street; 

 Wednesday 8:00 p.m. indoor meeting at the Hall, 7:30 

p.m. Holiness Meeting Jane Street Sandgate; 

 Thursday 8:00 p.m. indoor meeting at Barracks, Charlotte 

Street Brisbane; 

 Friday 7:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting;  

 Saturday 7:45 p.m. Open-air at the Victoria Bridge, Bris-

bane followed by a meeting in the Barracks, Charlotte 

Street. 

Hester and her Salvationists were busy outside of 

Brisbane and this little hall on Charlotte Street saw a 

number of people sent to other parts of Australia to build 

up The Salvation Army. A party of five went to Grafton 

to commence The Salvation Army, Townsville, Rock-

hampton, Bundaberg and other towns were visited or the 

work commenced. 

Hester continued the work of The Salvation Army in 

this hall until she travelled to Melbourne and handed the 

work over to Ballington Booth, who then sent Officers. 

The Officers arrived in July 1885 and although they 

claimed they knew nothing of Hester and the existing 

Salvation Army. Yet evidence shows that the new Offic-

ers and Hester marched together and attended yet another 

‘opening’ of The Salvation Army in Brisbane. 

Adjutant Wright did not remain in the hall for long 

and in August or September moved to Petrie’s Bight. In 

1887 Wright again used the hall to commence the social 

work of The Salvation Army. The meeting was held to 

invite “fallen women” into the safety of The Salvation 

Army’s new home. 

Moreton Bay Courier monument 

At the intersection of George and Charlotte Streets is 

a large wrapped up stainless steel newspaper to com-

memorate the Moreton Bay Courier. The monument pre-

sents news snippets from an early edition of the Moreton 

Bay Courier. 

Administration Building 

This high rise steel framed building was erected be-

tween 1914 and 1922 for the Queensland Government 

Savings Bank. 

Theatre Royal (Brisbane) 

The Theatre Royal, was located at 80 Elizabeth Street, 

had the distinction of standing on the site of the first offi-

cial theatre in Brisbane. The Theatre Royal was rebuilt 

and opened on 18 April, 1881 with a seating capacity of 

1350. In December 1881 Hero and Leander, a musical 

play set in Sydney was playing at the Theatre Royal. The 

musical had a scene which contained jokes about Salva-

tion Army bands and other topics of the day. A critique 

of the performance reported: 
... Just as Mr. Tyrrell was descanting on the ar-

my’s virtues, strains of singing came through the 

open windows from on its battalions which was 

passing at the moment. Thus the voices of the 

satirist and the satirised mingled in discordant 

melody, to the amusement of not a few... 

This not only gives evidence that Salvationists were well 

known in Brisbane but also in Sydney. 

Queen Victoria and Queens Gardens 

Queen Victoria – after whom Queensland is named – 

was one of the United Kingdom's most popular mon-

archs. Her reign lasted from 1837 to 1901, a period hence 

known as the Victorian era.  

Land Administration Building 

As with the Treasury Building, this is also designed in 

an Italian Renaissance style. This building was erected in 

1901 to 1905 for use as the Lands and Survey Office. 

Mission Hall after turned into The Salvation 

Army Hall 



Acting as a forecourt to the building, Queens Park was 

created by the demolition of St. John’s Pro-Cathedral 

(1854-1904).  

 
Land Administration Building 

Former State Library Building 

Erected between 1877 to 1879 for use as the Queens-

land Museum, the building was converted for use as a 

public library from 1900 to 1988. 

Miller Park 

The park is named after Lt. Henry Miller who, with an 

advanced party, including John Oxley established the 

convict settlement of Moreton Bay at present-day Red-

cliffe September, 1824. 

Commissariat Store 

One of only two convict structures left in the city cen-

tre this building was erected in 1829 under the direction 

of Captain Patrick Logan. The building has been used for 

many purposes including a migrant’s hostel. 

Immigration Depot/ Government Printing Office 

Executive Building/ Government Printing Office 

The George Street portion of the Printery date from 

1910 while the William’s street section dates from 1874.  

Mary Street 

Along this street was the first hall of The Mary Street 

Mission founded by Daniel and Barbara McNaught Snr. 

The same week that Hester arrived in Brisbane she took 

charge of the meetings.  

The original hall was soon 

enlarged to double the origi-

nal size but in a short dura-

tion of time it again proved 

too small. At the beginning of 

August, 1872 the Mission 

needed to move their follow-

ers to the School of Arts.  

 
The Mansions  

Erected around 1890 as a row of six terrace houses, 

the building has a striking appearance created by the use 

of red brick work contrasting with light coloured Oamaru 

(NZ) limestone.  

Harris Terrace  

Harris 

Terrace 

dates from 

1866 and 

were origi-

nally con-

structed as 

an invest-

ment for 

local politi-

cian George 

Harris. Harris Terrace continued to be privately owned 

until purchased by the state government in 1958. It was 

heavily altered into office space in 1961 but restored to 

its original external appearance in 1985. 

The Queensland Club 

The building was begun in 1882 and opened in 1884. 

Parliament House 

The design for this building, in the French Renais-

sance style, was conceived by Charles Tiffin, Colonial 

Architect, and was chosen in an Australia wide competi-

tion. The foundation stone was laid on 14 July, 1865, the 

same month as the founding of The Salvation Army in 

the East End of London. This building was built by Petrie 

& Son and the foreman was Daniel McNaught Snr. There 

is a high probability that the next generation of 

McNaughts, Daniel Jnr and his brothers labour on this 

building too, linking The Salvation Army to some of the 

most important buildings in Brisbane. 

 
Queensland Parliament House 

 
Petrie & Son's workforce with the McNaught Family 

In 1883 a decision was made in this building which 

could have impacted the events about to unfold for The 

Salvation Army in Brisbane. In response to the perceived 

threat from other European powers the Premier of 

Queensland ordered the formal annexation of a section of 

Papua New Guinea. The British Government rebuked the 

Premier for his actions which lead to strong anti-British 

feeling in Brisbane. At this time Cairns had just arrived 

from Britain to take charge of The Salvation Army in 

Brisbane but was forced out of the city. Five years later 

Britain was to claim the same region and name it British 

New Guinea.  

Old Government House 

 

Harris Terrace 

Mary Street 



The house was officially completed in April 1862. 

Queensland’s first Governor, Sir George Bowen, took up 

residence in May 1862 and was delighted with his new 

home, calling it “handsome”, “commodious” and “beau-

tifully situated”. Governor Bowen was the first of eleven 

governors to live in the House over its 48 years of service 

as a vice-regal residence. 

On 10 December 1909 it was announced that Gov-

ernment House would no longer be used as a vice-regal 

residence. On that same day the University of Queens-

land was established with the then serving governor, Sir 

William MacGregor, installed as its first chancellor. He 

moved out of the House in June the following year, and 

the building and its surrounding grounds became the 

University's first campus. 

University of Queensland progressively move to its 

current home at St Lucia from 1945, and the Queensland 

Institute of Technology (QIT) moving in. QIT (which 

became Queensland University of Technology in 1989) 

used Old Government House for classes until the 1960s, 

when its Gardens Point campus was more established. 

Botanic Gardens 

Gardens Point was originally covered in thick scrub 

and known by the traditional owners as 'Meanjin', mean-

ing 'place shaped like a spike'. In 1825 the Moreton Bay 

penal settlement was established on the northern bank of 

the river. The land nearest the point was cleared to grow 

much needed food for the struggling convict settlement. 

These gardens were established in 1855 and played a 

key role in the development of Queensland’s primary 

industries. Walter Hill, a botanist trained at the prestig-

ious Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, was appointed first 

Superintendent and allocated 9 acres (3.6 ha) and a sum 

of £500 to purchase rare plants. Hill made the first sugar 

ever produced in the colony in 1862. Hill also planted the 

first commercially grown Macadamias in the world, orig-

inally sourcing the native trees from the Queensland 

bush. 

The Botanic Gardens played an important part in the 

history of The Salvation Army in Brisbane. On Sunday 4 

March, 1877 Rev. Westwood preached in an open air at 

3:30 p.m. in the Botanic Gardens near the Aviary with an 

invitation to attend his 7:00 p.m. indoor service held in 

the Gospel Hall, Charlotte Street. The Mission held many 

meetings around the Gardens right through until they be-

came The Salvation Army. 

For a few months around April, 1882 Hester asked for 

volunteers to assist The Salvation Army at the Gardens 

on Sundays at 4:00pm. In May, 1883 an important cricket 

match was played by the leading clubs on Sunday. The 

newspapers reported that this was “greatly to the annoy-

ance of the Salvation Army”. 

Alice/Albert Street entrance to the Garden –  

Open Airs 

It would appear that if preaching could not be done in 

the Gardens then it would be done at the entrance Gate to 

the Gardens. As this was private property it may have 

been owned by the McNaught family. 

Rev. Westwood’s first service for The East Brisbane 

Gospel Mission was an open-air meeting at 4:00 p.m. at 

the Albert Street entrance to the Botanical Gardens on 

Saturday, 10 February, 1877. These meetings continued 

and would cause comments in the press from time to 

time. In May, 1881 a meeting at the same location caused 

the following description: 
…Take your stand any Sunday afternoon near that va-

cant allotment in Alice street, and listen to The orators 

of the Salvation Army, and you will see how much ridi-

cule may be brought on solemn themes by ill-judged 

zeal… 

On this same location a number of attacks against The 

Salvation Army took place. Phials of sulphureted hydro-

gen were dropped in to the Open Air meeting. Another 

time stones were thrown at the Salvationists. Then in 

September, 1882 Thomas Price, Member for Wide Bay, 

was drunk and disorderly and attacked Salvationists. He 

later tried to bribe Hester not to press charges but was 

arrested and taken to the lock-up, fined £2, with the al-

ternative of forty-eight hours in the cells. 

Former Naval Officers 

Erected in 1900 to 1901 this 

building is one of the few 

Queen Anne styled build-

ings in Brisbane. It was 

constructed for use as the 

headquarters of the 

Queensland Marine 

Defence Force. 

Harbours and Marine 

Designed in a Victorian Classic Revival 

style by F.D.G. Stanley, the building 

was erected in 1878-80 by John 

Petrie. This would also mean 

that the McNaught family 

were also involved, linking 

another building with the ear-

ly Salvation Army in Bris-

bane. 
Smellie & Co 

This fine Victorian building was erected in 1895 as a 

bulk store for “Smellies” wholesale hardware and ma-

chinery merchants.  

Former Coal Board Building 

A Victorian warehouse designed in the Italianate style 

was probably erected about 1883 to 1885 as a bulk store 

for Wilson and Company. It contributes substantially to 

the streetscape appeal of both Edward and Mary street.  
Naldham House (Market and Eagle Street) 

 
Designed in a Classical Revival style, the building 

was erected in 1889 for the Australasian United Steam 



Navigation Company. The tower at the northern end of 

the building is visually dominant in the surrounding area. 

Charlotte House 

Now known as Charlotte House, this warehousing 

building was erected for Wallace and Warren and Com-

pany, Warehouses and Shipping Agency in 1866. The 

design of the façade utilises Greek and Egyptian motifs, 

whereas many of the other warehouses erected in the 

1880s were designed in Classical Revival and Italianate 

styles. 
Wenley House 

This simply designed building was erected in 1864 

and is one of the city’s earliest existing commercial 

premises.  

Old St. Stephen’s Church 

Erected in 1850, it is the oldest remaining church in 

Brisbane and was designed by notable English architect 

A.W. Pugin who was associated with the design of the 

Houses of Parliament in London.  

St. Stephen’s Church 

Designed by well-known architect Benjamin Black-

house in an early English Gothic style, the building was 

begun in 1863. However, due to financial problems it 

was not completed until 1874. 

General Post Office 

Occupying the site of the convict settlement’s Female 

Factory, the northern wing was built by John Petrie in 

1871-1872. This was being built with the assistance of 

the McNaught family at the same time as they were 

commencing the Mary Street Mission. The central tower 

and southern wing were added in 1877-1879. 

 
 

Newspaper House  

(Former Colonial Mutual Life Building) 

The highrise building was erected in 1931 and adopts 

a somewhat typical CML style (Colonial Mutual Life 

genre). A similar building exists in Adelaide city centre.  

Petrie’s Bight 

Petrie’s Bight, also known as Petrie Bight, is a small 

pocket of land centred on the area under the Story 

Bridge's northern point, around the Brisbane River to 

Admiralty Towers II. The location was originally known 

as Petrie Gardens and was an early settlement farm, one 

of two that provided food for the colony. The site was 

named after Andrew Petrie. The location of Customs 

House and the preference for wharves was due to site 

being directly downstream from the central business dis-

trict. It was here that The Salvation Army moved in Sep-

tember, 1885 and remained in this area until they moved 

to Adelaide Street in December, 1885.  

 
 

 

National Australia Bank 

Italian Renaissance in style, the building was com-

pleted for occupation in 1885.  

Creek Street 

For a period of time Daniel McNaught Snr had a 

house in this street. 

The Fountain 

The Salvation Army use the water drinking fountain 

on the corner of Queen and Eagle Streets for Open Airs 

and was one of the places fought over when Hester re-

moved Cairns from leadership of The Salvation Army in 

Brisbane. 
SALVATION ARMY. 

TO-NIGHT, at 7:30 p.m. at the Fountain. 

COME IN CROWDS 

THURSDAY, at 8 p.m., in the Synod Hall, Edward-

street. 

Captain SUTHERLAND, late of Adelaide and Sydney. 

Captain CAIRNS, Commanding Officer. 

WILLIAM BOOTH, General. 

 

THE Brisbane SALVATION ARMY will hold their 

meetings as formerly, at the Fountain, TUESDAY, 7.45 

p.m.; at the Bridge, SATURDAY, 7.45 p.m.; the Gar-

dens, SUNDAY, 3.45 p.m., and in the Barracks, 

THURSDAY, 8 p.m. 

MacArthur Chambers 

Opened in 1934 to house the AMP society, the build-

ing was designed by architects Hall and Cook. It utilises 

modern steel framed construction techniques with an out-

er skin of traditional sandstone motifs. During WWII the 

board room was used as the headquarters of the com-

mander in chief of the south west pacific area, General 

Douglas MacArthur. 

Queen and Edward Street Open-Air 

There were a number of open air stands in Brisbane 

taken by Rev Westwood through this campaign in 1877. 

The most frequent place for open air meetings were held 

on the corner of Messrs. Finney, Isles & Co., which were 

held here on Friday 23 February, Monday 26 February, 

Wednesday 28 February, Friday 2 and 9 March, 1877. 

The Salvation Army were still holding Open Airs here in 

the 1920’s. At this time Communists were trying to 

preach their political beliefs, although The Salvation Ar-

my had won the freedom to preach in the streets the 

Communists had not. One clever Communist sympathiser 

thought he had found a way around this. After The Salva-

Petries Bight 1890 



tion Army Officer had preached he invited people to 

kneel at the drum head to be saved. This Communist 

sympathiser knelt and was asked to give his testimony 

once he had stood. He was more than happy to do so and 

as he stood he told those listening that he once had the 

sin of capitalism but was now saved to Communism. The 

police were not far away and grabbed him from The Sal-

vation Army Open Air and arrested him, leaving the Sal-

vationists somewhat bemused. 

Rowes Arcade 

The building appears to be a single building, however 

on closer inspection it is two buildings of quite similar 

design. The building to the left features the letters 

‘Rothwell’s’ and established ‘1897’. The building to the 

right features the lettering “Rowes”.  

Shrine of Remembrance 

Designed by architects Buchanan and Cowper in a 

Greek Classical Revival style, the shrine was erected in 

1930 as a memorial to Australian soldiers who died dur-

ing WWI. Salvationists served in many areas of conflict 

in the armed services and also as Chaplains, Nurses, wel-

fare providers and on the home front. Some Salvationists 

continued to send aid packaged to the impacted areas 

long after the conflicts ceased. 

State Government Buildings 
At the time Anzac Square was designed there was 

some public support for the park to encompass the entire 

city block. Finally, agreement was reached to limit it to 

its present proportions and to construct buildings of simi-

lar style on either side to create a unified environment. 

The relatively new Commonwealth Government Centre 

is the only building of dissimilar form. 

Central Railway station 

Erected in 1901 at a cost of £41,000, the building is a 

fine example of a railway station complex of the Victori-

an era. Endymion told a story of a small boy travelling in 

a train. When an older traveller brought out their smok-

ing pipes and cigars the small boy told them that it was a 

non-smoking carriage and that he did not like the smoke. 

When the adults paid no attention to the small boy he 

more earnestly stated his case and reminded them they 

would face a £2 fine. Those who did not follow the small 

boy’s warning were pointed out to a station master. At 

the end of the story, instead of Endymion praising the 

small boy’s courage for following the rules of society he 

suggested that the only possible future for the small lad 

would be “the presidency of the Australian Dominion or 

the Salvation Army!”.  

It was between this station and Roma Street that a 

train derailed and Salvation Army Lassies walking from 

the morning meeting arrived and attended to all the chil-

dren from the damaged train. 

Temperance Hall 

A Temperance Hall once stood across the road from 

the People’s Palace. Here, near the end of June, 1876 

special Gospel addresses continued to be advertised in 

newspapers and were run by Hester just before they 

completed the Hall in Charlotte Street. It was in this hall 

that after Hester had removed Captain Cairns from lead-

ing the Corps in Brisbane, he commenced holding meet-

ings. 

It must be noted that although Captain Sutherland vis-

ited Cairns and hired the Temperance Hall for 6 months, 

Cairns left Brisbane for Ipswich stating that he could not 

find a hall.  
SALVATION ARMY. 

TO-NIGHT in Synod Hall, Edward-street, 8 p.m. Gos-

pel Temperance Meeting. 

TO-MORROW (Sunday), in Temperance Hall, Edward-

street, at 3.30 and 7.30. 

Working Classes, especially invited.  

WM. BOOTH, General; P. W. CAIRNS. Captain. 

The People’s Palace 

Designed by 

The Salvation Ar-

my architect, Col. 

Saunders, and built 

as low cost ac-

commodation, the 

building was 

opened on 27 June, 

1911. Occupying a 

corner site and fea-

turing elaborate cast iron balustrading to three levels, 

originally two levels, the building is highly visible in the 

street scape. The deep verandahs in the vernacular tradi-

tion shade the main 

wall and provide a 

cooling effect to the 

residential quarters 

behind. The roof 

line, a later addi-

tion, seemed to 

have been deliber-

ately designed to create a strong visual effect, with a cor-

ner tower flanked by a series of dormer windows.   

Brisbane City Temple 

In early April 1891 the memorial stones of the Salva-

tion Army Temple in Ann-street, were laid by the Hon. 

H. Tozer (Colonial Secretary). The guest list was quite  

amazing as it included Mr. John A. Clark (Mayor of 

Brisbane), Mr. P. Pinnock, P.M., and Commissioner 

Coombs. The newspapers of the day gave great detail 

about the structure: 
 The front elevation will be 

76ft. in height with battle-

ments. On the basement 

floor there will be a general 

store 47ft. 6in. by 37ft. 6in., 

the entrance to which will be 

from Ann-street; a juniors' 

hall 47ft. 6in. by 25ft. 6in.; a 

boiler-house 29ft. 6in. by 

29ft. 3in.; also lamp and of-

ficers' rooms. The rooms are 

14ft. high, and they are di-

vided by a passage 4ft 6in. 

wide. Two shops will occupy 

the front on the ground floor, 

one on either side of the main entrance, which is 9ft. 

wide. These shops are 18ft. 3in. by 16ft. 3in., and are 

14ft. high. Behind these will be the main hall 100 ft. by 



50ft., with an open roof giving a height of 26ft. The hall 

is capable of accommodating about 1800 people. 

Around the hall will be a gallery 15ft. wide at the sides, 

and 2ft. wide at the end. The stage will be large enough 

to hold 400 soldiers. The large hall is constructed so that 

it can be emptied in about three minutes. The cost of the 

land and building will be about £10,000. 

The Brisbane City Temple was completed in 1891 

at a cost of £9,600. This building contained headquar-

ters for the Brisbane Division and the South Queens-

land Division and is still home for the Brisbane City 

Temple Corps. 

 

 

A Brisbane Chapter Project 
 

A Must Read! 
 

They took up their 
cross No. 1 
 

 

A new series about the 

lives and ministry of Sal-

vationists  

 
 

If you remember the Victory 

or Liberty and Trophy mini-

biographies, you will love this new series! Each vol-

ume of They took up their cross is just over twenty 

pages and introduces the reader to both early and 

current Salvationists and friends of The Army. 
 

No story has been previously fully pub-

lished in Salvation Army literature! 
 

The first booklet, A Servant Leader introduces En-

voy Bram Hoepper. Rev. Robin P. Roddie, BA, Ar-

chivist and editor, Methodist Historical Society of 

Ireland, states that A Servant Leader – Envoy Bram 

Hoepper by Glenda J. Hentzschel, “is a most im-

pressive story and so important to be retold.”  

 

This book is now ready for sale. 
Only $5.00 each, plus $5.00 postage and handling 

within Australia 

 

All profits will go toward Salvation Army 

Heritage Projects in Brisbane 
 

 

 

They took up their 
cross No.2 

A Woman Warrior – tells 

the full story of Hester 

McNaught the lady who 

started The Salvation Ar-

my in Brisbane 

 
Rev. Robin P. Roddie, BA, 

Archivist and editor, Meth-

odist Historical Society of 

Ireland, states, “You know 

the significance very well of 

rescuing Hester’s story for The 

Salvation Army in Queensland but it is also a 

major contribution to Irish Methodist studies. Methodist schol-

ars …. who have written extensively about early women 

preachers, have missed Hester or rather been unaware of her 

existence, and I, who feel at this stage, I know just as much 

about Primitive Wesleyan Methodism as most had allowed the 

PWM Magazine references to her to pass below my radar. I 

suspect from now on this work will feature as more than a 

footnote for any who are interested in nineteenth century wom-

en preachers.” 

This book will soon be ready for sale. 
Only $5.00 each, plus $5.00 postage and handling within 

Australia 

 

Please make cheques payable to Mr Garth Hentzschel 

and send orders to: 

Cross & Crown Publications 

PO Box 998  

MT. GRAVATT, Qld.  4122 

 

All profits will go toward Salvation Army Heritage 

Projects in Brisbane 

 

Other Salvation Army History 

Books 
The Bag Hut Tabernacle – The 

History of The Salvation Army 

Gumdale Outpost 

44 pages with pictures  

Only $10.00 each, plus $10.00 

postage and handling within 

Australia 

Please make cheques payable 

to Mr Garth Hentzschel and 

send orders to: 

Cross & Crown Publications 

PO Box 998  

MT. GRAVATT, Qld.  4122 

 

 

 

 

‘Crisis’ of decline  



A weekend of Salvation Army History! 
The Brisbane Chapter’s Heritage Symposium 

 

 

 

 

The Bris-

bane Chapter 

of The Salva-

tion Army His-

torical Society held a 

Heritage Symposium titled 

‘Helping the past talk to the present 

and guide the future’. Delegates from 

Queensland and New South Wales joined together at 

Tweed Heads for a variety of activities and topics. On 

Fri- day evening Garth Hentzschel present-

ed an academic paper on ‘looking at Ar-

my History with new eyes’ about new 

ways to research Salvation 

Army history.  

Garth pointed out that it 

should be the aim of Salva-

tion Army historians to 

write about facts and how 

God works through these 

facts. Golding (1982) stated, 

“It is our business to describe 

the indescribable. I prefer and 

at the same time fear the saying of St Augustine, ‘Woe 

unto me if I speak of the things of God; but woe unto me 

if I do not speak of the things of God’” (p. 202). He 

showed that Salvation Army historians have in general:  

– failed in; collecting and dealing with the data, and in 

their ability to “describe the indescribable.”  

– emphasised and gave biases towards the officer 

corps throughout the written history of The Salva-

tion Army.  

– problems with methodological and philosophical 

underpinnings of the writers. 

Then Garth outlined the phases of Salvation Army histo-

ry writing which described some concerns and encour-

aged an outline of a new approach to historic investiga-

tion for The Salvation Army. 

Saturday Events 

Saturday commenced with two training sessions on 

‘The importance of the Corps History book – how to 

write them and how to use them’, by Major Glenda 

Hentzschel and ‘Researching Your Family History-

Where To Start,’ by Lyndall Maag.  

Major Glenda covered eight points: 

1. APPOINTING THE CORPS/CENTRE HISTO-

RIAN 

2. THE HISTORIAN’S CONTACTS 

3. GATHERING OF DATA 

4. ORGANIZING YOUR HISTORY 

5. LENGTH OF THE HISTORY 

6. APPROVING THE HISTORY 

7. PRESERVING THE HISTORY BOOK 

8. USING YOUR HISTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She pointed out the im-

portance of keeping and re-

searching history quoting 

Psalms 111:2 “Great are the 

works of the LORD; they 

are studied by all who de-

light in them. Major Glenda 

outlined how a Corps/Centre 

history book can be used 

and included placing quotes in the Corps newsletter; hav-

ing displays at Corps/Centre anniversaries and other 

events. 

Lyndall Maag presented How to Re-

search Your Family History and gave 

valuable insight and practical advice. 

The talk covered the following; 

 Start With What You 

Know 

 Develop Charts to Get  

You Started and organised 

o Pedigree Charts 

o Family Record Charts 

 Ask Questions and Be Persistent 

 Collect Memorabilia 

 Network Wisely and Well 

 Use Websites and Bookmark where you find in-

formation, e.g. 

o Births, Deaths and Marriages, Department Jus-

tice Queensland -

http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/justice-

services/births-deaths-and-marriages 

o State Records Authority of NSW - 

http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/familyHistory/fam

ilyHistory.htm 

o Queensland State Library -  

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/coll/fh 

o Queensland State Archives - 

http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/family

history.asp 

o National Archives of Australia - 

http://www.naa.gov.au/services/family-

historians/index.aspx 

o National Library of Australia TROVE -

http://trove.nla.gov.au 

o The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

o https://www.familysearch.org/ 

 Salvationist Family History 

o Local (Corps History Books, Dedication and 

Marriage Certificates.   

o National Heritage Centres 

 Melbourne, Lindsay Cox is the Director 

lindsay.cox@aus.salvationarmy.org 

Garth Hentzschel 

Major Glenda Hentzschel 

http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/justice-services/births-deaths-and-marriages/family-history-
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/justice-services/births-deaths-and-marriages/family-history-
http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/familyHistory/familyHistory.htm
http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/familyHistory/familyHistory.htm
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/coll/fh
http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/familyhistory.asp%22%20/t%20%22_top
http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/familyhistory.asp%22%20/t%20%22_top
http://www.naa.gov.au/services/family-historians/index.aspx%22%20/t%20%22_top
http://www.naa.gov.au/services/family-historians/index.aspx%22%20/t%20%22_top
http://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://www.familysearch.org/%22%20/t%20%22_top
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 Sydney, Joan Pack is the Assistant to the 

Director 

Joan.Pack@aue.salvationarmy.org 

o International 

 Canada, Colonel John Carew is the Direc-

tor   

Heritage_Centre@can.salvationarmy.org 

 London, Major Stephen Grinsted is the Di-

rector heritage@salvationarmy.org.uk 

The remainder of the presentations gave historical in-

formation: Local history of the Tweed region, presented 

by special guest Warren Keats OAM, the founding presi-

dent of the Tweed Heads Historical Society and local 

regional museum; and Salvation Army history; The be-

ginning of The Salvation Army in Adelaide; ‘The history 

of The Salvation Army in Emergency work’; and ‘The 

Salvation Army and the cartoon’. 

The beginning of The Salvation Army in Adelaide 

Garth Hentzschel presented his findings into the com-

mencement of The Salvation Army’s work in Adelaide. 

(it has since been published as Hidden Turmoil, Pipeline 

Vol. 17, Iss. 10, October, 2013, pp. 26-28). 

Garth has found that although Salvation Army 

websites claim:  
Several localities lay claim to having held the first Sal-

vationist meetings in Australia. These pioneering meet-

ings were conducted by various immigrants who had 

been converted by The Salvation Army back in Britain. 

It is Adelaide, however, that owns the right to claim the 

first official Salvation Army Corps in Australia. (See 

more at: http://www.salvationarmy.org.au/en/Who-We-

Are/History-and-heritage/1880---

1900/#sthash.wIMvTQIX.dpuf) 

It is not correct for Adelaide to assume it “owns the right 

to claim the first official Salvation Army Corps” as ‘offi-

cial’ today did not mean what it meant to The Salvation 

Army and Christian Mission in the 1870s and 1880s. It 

has now also been found that Adelaide’s commencement 

was not the story we were once told. 

A glimpse of this story has been found in Garth’s re-

search into Brisbane’s commencement. When Captain 

Sutherland came to Brisbane to help Captain Cairns, 

Sutherland told Cairns that the schism Cairns faced was 

similar to what he had experienced in Adelaide. Yet all 

historical accounts tell nothing of the problems in Ade-

laide. 

Garth’s research has 

found the events which 

were either ignored or 

not found by other his-

torians. Eight years 

after Hester McNaught 

commenced the Mis-

sion, which became 

The Salvation Army in 

Brisbane, John Gore and Edward Saunders commenced 

The Salvation Army in Adelaide. Captain Sutherland and 

his wife, Adelaide was sent to the city of Adelaide to take 

charge of the work and arrived in 1881. All this is known 

and is historical fact, the next part of the story, however 

had not yet been recorded. 

Not long after the 

Sutherlands arrived, 

Rev. John Alexander 

Dowie was announced 

to preach with Adelaide 

Sutherland. But soon 

The Salvation Army 

was announced as be-

ing organised by Dowie 

with Gore and Saunders as acting 

Captain and Secretary. If not for 

an altercation, the reason for this 

change in leadership structure 

would not be known. 

It has been found that Dowie 

assisted Gore and Saunders to 

call for a court-martial against 

Sutherland. When Sutherland did 

not appear the trio wrote to Wil-

liam Booth and commenced their 

own Corps. Their Corps was 

called the First Adelaide Corps of 

The Salvation Army and held its meetings in the Recha-

bite Hall and then the “Salvation Academy”. Sutherland 

remained with a small group in Morphett Street Barracks 

built by Mr Hooker.  

In a short time the Hindmarsh Corps also rebelled 

against Sutherland and became an independent mission. 

The First Adelaide Corps continued for over twelve 

months but after Dowie returned to Sydney Saunders 

joined Sutherland and Sutherland incorporated The Sal-

vation Army in South Australia. Gore to would later be-

come an Officer for a period of time and The Salvation 

Army in Adelaide set its sights on bringing all like 

movements under its control. 

The history of The Salvation Army 

in Emergency work 

Major Kevin Hentzschel spoke about the historical 

development and also specific incidents with the SAES. 

The talk covered the development of vehicles used by the 

Department and gave insight into the administrative and 

inter-agency relationship development.   

Indigenous Bora Ceremonial Ring 

Delegates also vis-

ited Tweed Heads His-

toric Site and 

Minjungbal Aboriginal 

Cultural Centre where 

they visited an indige-

nous Bora Ceremonial 

Ring and water board-

walk. At the Bora Cer-

emonial Ring the group heard the history of the Bora and 

also Salvation Army connections with indigenous com-

munities. For example, one of the Petrie family described 

early Army meetings in Brisbane as being similar to an 

Aboriginal Corroboree. Later through the walk, the tide 

had inundated some of the boardwalk, so delegates had 

the experience of walking on the surface of the water.  

 

Saunders and Gore 

Adelaide and Thomas Sutherland 

Rev. John Alexander 

Dowie 

mailto:Joan.Pack@aue.salvationarmy.org
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The Symposium also saw the launch of the first edi-

tion in a new series of mini-biographies titled, ‘They took 

up their cross’. Major Glenda Hentzschel, the author, 

spoke about the importance of recording biographies of 

Salvationists and the memories of writing about her fa-

ther, Envoy Bram Hoepper. The biographies will be sold 

through the Brisbane Chapter with profits going towards 

Salvation Army heritage projects (information about the 

sale of these booklets appear in this edition of Under the 

Tricolour).  

The Salvation Army and the cartoon 

The final session of the Heritage Symposium was pre-

sented by Garth Hentzschel. This paper discussed three 

points in relation to The Salvation Army and the cartoon. 

Firstly, how The Salvation Army has used cartoons in its 

ministry; secondly, how it portrayed itself in this graph-

ical form and thirdly, how non-Salvationists portrayed 

the movement throughout time. 

A definition of terms and brief history of cartooning 

was given, from the Egyptian hieroglyphs and Greek 

friezes throughout to the 17th and 18th centuries when 

cartoons began to tackle aspects of political and social 

life. Cartoons also started to use satire and characterisa-

tion from the late 18th century. 
The Salvation Army was a late comer in the use of the 

cartoon. This is a point we cannot just pass by as illustra-

tions would have assisted the illiterate, the very people 

William Booth wanted to assist. Yet the forerunners to 

The War Cry, including The East London Evangelist, The 

Christian Mission Magazine nor the Salvationist had any 

drawings or pictures in them at all. There could be a 

number of reasons for this:  

 To take a similar layout and structure as the Method-

ist in-house publications.  

 The cost of creating and printing pictures could have 

counted them out as unviable.  

 William and Catherine Booth could have excluded 

cartoons as being frivolous; we know for example 

that they did not like novels and William Booth in 

1881 provided an exhaustive list of suitable reading 

material: 
I. Your Bible, and then the Bible, and then 

the Bible again. 

II. Your [Salvation Army] Hymn Book. 

III. General Orders, of which a portion 

should be read every day.  

IV. The War Cry and books published at our 

own Stores. 

 The Booths were staunch Protestants and there could 

always be some danger with images. 

When The Salvation Army took over its own publica-

tion and printed The War Cry, pictures and cartoons be-

gan to appear. It is not sure if costs or theology had 

changed but an 1885 edition of The War Cry William 

Booth stated in ‘The Improvement of Gifts’: 
Suppose a man is by nature an artist. He can 

sketch he can make pictures full of life and natu-

ralness and beauty. What is he to do with it? Ne-

glect it? By no means. Draw and engrave and 

paint in order to make a fame or a fortune? Cer-

tainly not. Well, what is he to do? Consecrate his 

gift. This is an age of pictures. Men have not only 

been amused but taught by them in all ages of the 

world. They strike and impress and teach perhaps 

more than letterpress. What follows? Let us have 

them for the Kingdom of God … Let us have 

“Salvation Graphics” in every land to equal or 

excel anything that the world can produce. 

Salvationists’ cartoons were firstly line and litho-

graphic drawings and prints which focused attention on 

the story by showing drawings of the content.  

First Children’s cartoons were discussed. The longest 

surviving Salvation Army car-

toon character would have to be 

Cousin Koala. He first appeared 

in the 1930’s and although 

throughout time he has gone in 

and out of Salvation Army uni-

form he still receives letters from 

children and writes a reply in 

Kidszone. He now has a plush 

toy and a Facebook so he is up 

with the times. 

From time to time short run-

ning cartoon strips appeared in 

many Army periodicals. One 

example of this was Naughty 

Billy Koala. The strip appeared 

in the 1930s Young Soldier, what 

relationship he had to Cousin Koala 

is not known. He was used to show 

young people what NOT to do. 

These strips are examples of early 

cartoons as it uses both speech bub-

bles and written information at the 

bottom of each set. 

Cartoons were also used as an 

imitation of what life should be like. 

Many showed a happy Salvation Ar-

my family. Note that these are the years 

before the celebration of dysfunc-

tionality. 

Although graphic novels 

had been around since 1842, 

the 1950s changed the face of 

cartoon books with more 

graphical detail and market-

ing. The Salvation Army fol-

lowed this lead and from the 

1950s began to publish graph-

ic novels, firstly in the Young 

Soldier and then in book 

form. One example of a 

graphic novel, Gunpei, it was 

published in 1957 and cov-

ered stories of Salvationists such as Gunpei, The clean 

Sweep, General of the young, and Little Doctor VC etc. 

The publication of graphic novels in the Young Solid-

er continued into the 1970s and early 1980s when they 

were replaced by different forms of cartoon strips. 

One of the greatest Salvation Army cartoonists in liv-

ing memory would be Jim Moss. Jim was born into a 

1950 

Late 1950's 

Current 
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Drawing by Moss 

Salvation Army home at Ashton-under-Lyne in 1930. His 

work was shown either with his surname ‘MOSS’ or later 

with just the initial ‘M’. He created the art work and car-

tooning for many Salvation Army published books up 

until the 1990s. His creations appeared in many Salvation 

Army publications such as the Young Soldier, All the 

World, The War Cry and Salvationists. Two of his best-

loved characters had a home in the English Salvationists, 

Mutt and Bone. While both were devoted Salvationists 

and bandsmen, Mutt was the un-kept, untidy and unpre-

sumptuous, while Bone was tidy, cynical and posh. You 

may say they were The Salvation Army’s odd couple. As 

with so many cartoons the weekly strips were eventually 

compiled into a book. 

Another of Jim Moss’s characters was Ginger Brown. 

Although Jim drew the character, Barbara Bolton created 

the stories behind the young boy. His fame was such that 

an officer wrote a Corps Cadet study on the ethics of 

Ginger Brown. 

 

No talk on Salvation Army and cartoons 

would be complete without Bram of the 

Young Soldier. Bram first appeared in the 

Australian Young Solider in the 1970s 

and appeared over the next few dec-

ades. Bram was a junior soldier and 

like many young people got up to no 

good, even when he tried to be well-

behaved. As with so many cartoons, 

the weekly strips were eventually 

compiled into a book. 

Another long running Salvationist focused cartoon 

series was the Household Troops, which appeared in 

the English Salvationist. Although nothing is known 

as ‘GL’, the Household Troops cartoon strips were 

written with Salvationist families in mind and ap-

peared throughout the 1980’s and 1990s. 

 

Another common car-

toon to appear in the 

English Salvationists 

throughout this time was 

untitled and by McGil-

sie. These were one 

frame entries which 

played on puns and Sal-

vation Army idioms and 

satire. 

There are many car-

toons throughout the Sal-

vation Army press publi-

cations, most are from 

unnamed cartoonists. 

There have also been 

books published on ‘clip-

art’, to help corps with 

their newsletter. Cartoons have been used by The Salva-

tion Army for advertising; their papers, their merchandise 

and their beliefs. 

Although we have looked at Bram, the development 

of the child’s cartoon has been slow in books within The 

Salvation Army. However, there were examples such as 

Stories from the life of Jesus by Mildred Duff (1948) and 

published by SP&S. This could be described as a picture 

book, but is a cross over with the cartoon. Notice howev-

er the amount of text compared to the picture. Mildred 

Duff and Noel Hope wrote and published many books for 

young people and did much of the cartooning themselves. 

There has been an increase in Salvation Army produced 

cartoon books many of these have strong lessons attached 

to them and are therefore more about education than sat-

ire. These include: Doris No-

land’s Booth Tucker and the 

Fringle (2000); here Booth 

Tucker found himself in outer 

space and met the Fringle. 

Fringles are mean but Booth 

Tucker was determined to 

claim the moon for the Lord. 

Booth Tucker helped to win the 

Fringle to the Lord and The Salvation Army. 

The Australian Southern Territory have commenced 

to publish picture books: The Thank You Prayer-

Traditional prayer adopted by Tracey Davies and Ros 

Elms, Illustrated by Kelly Tinker (2010). In addition to 

this are two others: Emmaline Rabbit (2011); and Walter 

Wants Wings (2011), written by Rachael Castle, Illustrat-

ed by Nicholas Wught. 

With computer animatronics and design a new wave 

of cartooning is being developed in The Salvation Army. 



Major Joe 

General Booth looks for 

new worlds to conquer by 

David Wilson, Nomad's 

Weekly, 1912 

Major Joey Ellis was asked to create 

this character. Ellis stated, “talented 

folks had made amazing contribu-

tions, so I was honored. The best part 

was, I could design something that was 

specifically my style. So, I decided to 

develop a character around one of 

TSA's themes, "I'll Fight". While 

others like Ewan Arnolda are using 

technology like Photoshop to express 

themselves. Ewan stated the following 

about Captain Salvo – “I created for a bit 

of fun as an employee of the Salvation 

Army Australia Southern Terri-

tory. It's not used in an official 

capacity” 

A promising new devel-

opment in cartooning and 

animatronics is being devel-

oped by a group calling them self, Salvation 

Factory. They are developing a new approach to 

using cartooning and other forms of media to 

proclaim the Salvation Army’s message. They 

have created other items such as ‘Bobble 

Heads”, some fun creatures. 

William Booth and Cartoons 

There are few cartoons of Catherine 

Booth. The one shown, like others, are 

from Catherine’s Promotion to Glory. 

This one is from a secular newspaper, 

South Australian Chronicle. On the 

other hand William Booth has had 

many cartoons drawn of him.  
William became a centre for 

satire, one example is of the St 

Stephen’s Review in 1882. The 

cartoon is allegedly from a con-

versation William had with Rudyard Kipling. Booth stat-

ed, “I would stand on my head and play a timbrel with 

my feet if it would get one person 

saved”. 

Punch and other publications 

would draw Booth as a money 

hungry scrooge with 1890 publi-

cation of 

In Dark-

est Eng-

land and 

the Way 

Out. 

Booth’s visit to Australia saw a 

wave of cartoons in local paper 

and again when he was Promot-

ed to Glory cartoonists paid trib-

ute to this international evange-

list. 

The Salvation Army allowed 

Cyril Bares to publish, William 

Booth and his army of Peace and 

illustrated by D.G.Valentine. 

Hulton Educational Publication released the 

book in 1975 as one of a series of 37 book-

lets. A new cartoon book, Getting to know 

William Booth of The Salvation Army and a 

cartoon movie, The William Booth Story by 

Torchlight, is bringing William Booth to a 

new generation.  

The Salvation Army and Salvationists 

have been portrayed in secular line drawings 

and cartoons throughout the world. In Austral-

ia one of the earliest pen and pencil sketches 

was entitled ‘Salvation Army Service in Prah-

ran’ which shows a leader in a bush preaches 

outfit holding a Bible in his left hand and 

preaching while other members form a 

semi-circle behind him. The preaching of 

Hester McNaught in 1883 and 1885 was 

also caught in cartoon format in local newspapers. 

Meetings and parades were drawn of the Melbourne 

Corps in Illustrat-

ed Australian 

News (1883), 

Melbourne, 

Wednesday 21 

February, p. 25 

which showed 

praying, preach-

ing and parading. 

The same news-

paper capturer 

meetings lead by 

Ballington Booth 

and Commission-

er Howard in 

1884. The 

evangelical 

work of The 

Salvation Army 

caught the atten-

tion of cartoonists in oth-

er cities in Australia. 

One example of this is 

“Selling the War Cry on 

Saturday night at Pad-

dy’s Market 1884 (Illus-

trated Sydney News, 12 

April, 1884). The news-

papers also captured the develop-

ing social work of The Salvation 

Army, for example the Brisbane 

Prison Gate Brigade (Queensland 

Figaro and 

Punch 

(1886) 

Brisbane, 

Saturday 

2 Octo-

ber. 

Captain Salvo 

William Booth - 

from The William 

Booth Story 

Selling the War Cry - 

Paddy's Market 1884 



The Salvation Army has often been the centre of 

satire as is shown by a number of examples. 

  With The Salvation Army’s stand on certain matters, 

such as homosexuality, there have also been cartoons 

encouraging people ignore giving to The Army. 

The Salvation Army has also been used as satire in po-

litical cartoons. One of the most detailed was titled “The 

Political ‘Army of Salvation’” and drawn  

by Joseph Kepple. It promotes the third-term candidacy of 

president Ulysses S. Grant the members in Salvation Army 

uniform are the Stalwart (or conservative) wing of the 

Republican party. Artist Joseph Keppler depicts them as 

marching Salvation Army evangelicals, singing the praises 

of Grant, the Civil 

War hero who saved 

the nation militarily 

and will now save it 

politically from the 

folly of Republican 

reformers and Demo-

crats. Another country 

and another decade the 

British Liberal Party 

are shown in Salvation 

Army uniform. 

World leaders 

were also shown in 

Army uniform. 

Leading to the end 

of WWII Churchill, 

Starlin, de Gaulle 

and others have joined The Salvation Army to celebrate 

their victory; notice the invitations to other countries, 

one wearing ‘neutrals’ on his sash. 

Modern artists have also shown The Army in 

an abstract manner, both depict a Salvation Army 

band 

 Illustrated Sydney News (1893) 

Saturday, 1 July 

The North Queensland Register 

(1899) Monday. 7 August 



Many other examples of Salvation Army cartoons 

were shown. One nice story was connected with the 

cartoon “The Sweetheart of the Allies” by Paul 

Fung. The cartoon shows a female Salvationist in 

World War One with doughnuts and coffee pot in 

her hands. She appears to be coming out of an ex-

plosion which has become her halo. Around the bot-

tom of her dress are soldiers cheering and throwing 

their tin helmets into the air. 

 
Paul Fung was the son of Reverend Fung who 

had come from China specifically as a missionary to 

Chinese Americans. He was the first Chinese in the 

USA to be ordained in the Baptist Church. He had 

translated many hymns into Chinese and travelled 

repeatedly  between China and the West Coast USA 

to serve as a minister to Chinese communities.  Be-

tween 1873 and 1910 he made five such trips.   

Paul Fung was born in the USA, studied art in 

Seattle and became a cartoonist for the Post-

Intelligencer before joining King Features to help 

create “Blondie”, an early cartoon which became 

nationally famous. Paul Fung’s “The Sweetheart of 

the Allies,” shown here, was first published in 1915. 
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“Sal-who-tion Army” 

from How the Grinch 

Stole Christmas! (2000) 

The Salvation Army in the public eye 
A history of The Salvation Army  

in secular movies and music 

 
Garth R. Hentzschel 

The complete paper was presented at the final Historical 

Society meeting of 2013 in Brisbane. 

The Salvation Army and the ‘poetic licensed’ versions 

of A Salvation Army, for example “Save A Soul Mis-

sion” from Guys and Dolls (1955), have appeared in nu-

merous secular films and music from the Salvation Ar-

my’s commencement in 1865. Although The Salvation 

Army appear in many movies, Salvationists may never 

have seen them as Glen Horridge and Bob Brettle (2005) 

remind their readers that although The Salvation Army 

was once a leader in film making and using secular tunes 

for its own songs, “soldiers of The Salvation Army were 

forbidden to frequent worldly places of entertainment. 

Woe betide any bandsman, for instance, seen cheering on 

his favourite football team. If reported to his bandmaster 

he would still be expected to attend open-air meetings, 

but would be ordered to march behind the band without 

his instrument until he learnt how better to use his free 

time. As for being seen going to the cinema . . . well!”
1
 In 

this way many Salvationists may not have seen the way 

the world portrayed their movement. The genre and im-

ages portrayed are extensive with nearly 300 movies 

connected and up to 50 secular songs linked with The 

Salvation Army in some form or another. 

In some films and songs The Salvation Army is a ma-

jor theme, while in many others it appears briefly to set a 

scene or is only mentioned. The movies and songs were 

produces in many different countries including the Unit-

ed States of America, Germany, Russia and also Austral-

ia.  

A Salvation Army by any other name 

It is interesting to note that The Salvation Army 

sometimes is represented in other forms.  

Filmography (2008) stresses, “The Salvation Army is 

sometimes misrepresented in movies which depict bell 

ringers  dressed up as Santa Claus. Real life Salvation 

Army bell ringers have never dressed 

up like Santa  Claus; rather, bell ring-

ers dressed up like Santa are members 

of Volunteers of America, a group 

from a similar heritage.”
2
 

In other films The Salvation Army 

is given an alternative name, an ‘ali-

as’, in order to avoid controversy, mis-

representation, as a metaphor, or just 

to fit better with the lyrics or context. 

Yet in each of the movies or songs the 

                                                 
1 Glen Horridge and Bob Brettle (2004). ‘Were you a silver-screen 

sinner? The Salvation Army on film’, Salvationist, 24 January 2004, 

p. 3, retrieved 8 November, 2013 from 

http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/en/Library/publications/salvationist/

2004/1-24/Sal040124p03.htm 
2 Salvation Army Filmography (20 June 2008), Wikipedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User%3ANeelix/Salvation_Army_filmogr

aphy  ¶. 2 

similarities make it 

evident that the lyr-

ics or symbolic rep-

resentation points to 

The Salvation Ar-

my.  

In the movie 

musical, Guys and 

Dolls (1955), alt-

hough the “Save A 

Soul Mission” is not call The Salvation Army, its leaders 

and adherents wear a uniform, have military ranks, play 

brass instruments, march the streets and hold open-airs. 

The Beatles used Sergeant Peppers Lonely Hearts Club 

Band; How the Grinch Stole Christmas! (2000) called the 

movement the “Sal-who-tion Army” and both the Austin 

Powers trilogy (1997; 1999; 2002) and Worms 2 (1997) 

had the head of the “militant wing of the Salvation Ar-

my”.  

There was a name change in movie musical The Belle 

of New York. The Salvation Army goes through a name 

change, in the 1919 production it is The Salvation Army, 

then in the 1952 remake the name is changed to “the 

Daughters of Right”. Charlie Chaplin too changed the 

name of his representative movement from “Hope Mis-

sion” to “The New Mission” in the same movie; he had 

attended The Salvation Army meetings to research his 

character. The Lemon Drop Kid (1951) does not name the 

organisation as it only uses the sign “help the Needy” 

while Brazil (1985) creates a parallel movement called 

“Consumers for Christ”. In songs there are also The 

White Stripes’ 7 Nation Army (2003) and Trace Chap-

man’s, Talkn’ bout a Revolution (1988), “those Armies 

of Salvation.” 

The Salvation Army is depicted in a number of ways 

throughout films and songs. The following are only a 

small example of how the Army is portrayed.   

Distributing Food 

The remake of King Kong (2005) shows The Salva-

tion Army distributing food during the Great Depression. 

The Australia television mini-series Day of the Roses 

(2001) and Heroes’ Mountain (2002) both show Salva-

tionists assisting rescue workers and victims with a tea 

and sandwiches. 

And The Salvation Army Band Played 

Salvation Army 

Bands appear in a 

number of movies 

and songs. Firstly, 

oddly The Army 

band is used to cele-

brate the winning of 

a horse race in Sea-

biscuit (2003), here 

a Southern Califor-

nia Brass Ensemble 

play, “Joy in the Salvation Army”, sadly this was out of 

chronology as the film was set before the music was writ-

ten. The bandsmen appear in a light blue jacket not an 

Army uniform. The Australian film, Goodbye Paradise 

A scene from Life in a Northern Town (1985) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User%3ANeelix/Salvation_Army_filmography
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User%3ANeelix/Salvation_Army_filmography


(1983) sees The Salvation Army spoken of, as they took 

4 of the ‘drag’ queen dancers from the night club, one is 

now said to be in the trombone section of the band. The 

Gold Coast Temple Band is also seen in the film and one 

in the Trombone section is Major Kevin Hentzschel.  

In other films Salvationists 

are played by others. The Book of 

Life (1998) show Yo La Tengo 

star as a Salvation Army band.  

A Hazy Shade Of Winter 

(1966) by Simon & Garfunkel 

and (A) Hazy Shade of Winter 

(1987) re-released by The Ban-

gles, written by Paul Simon, in-

clude the lyrics state “Hear The Salvation Army Band”. 

It is suggested here that the band has better plans for the 

listener than the listener has for themself. A Salvation 

Army Band also appears in the lyrics of Life in a North-

ern Town (1985) where the opening line states, “The Sal-

vation Army Band played”. One filmstrips of the song 

show members of a Salvation Army band throughout the 

song. Sunchyme remixed the music of Life in a Northern 

Town for Dario G (1997). Bannerman (1971) by Blue 

Mink uses the Band as a focus and tells the story of the 

band holding a march of witness and open-air meeting. 

Then a non-Army Christian song, Hold me Jesus (n.d.) 

by Rich Mullins has a line, “..and The Salvation Army 

Band is playing this hymn…”. 

Salvation Army 

Bands are also used 

to set the scene of 

Christmas. The 

Army’s Northeast 

Ohio Youth Band 

play “Santa Claus is 

coming to Town” in A Christmas Story (1983). An un-

tuneful “Jingle Bell” is heard in Expired (2007) and 

Muppet Christmas Carol (1992) where a ‘Muppet baby’ 

Salvation Army Band plays. Sadly, in the Muppet Salva-

tion Army Band the Bandmaster appears to have a ciga-

rette in his mouth, but this is more in line with the Mup-

pet character than a true image. Serendipity (2001) shows 

a Salvation Army Band playing carols in the opening 

scenes. The Other Sister (1999) has The Salvation Army 

band continue a tradition of playing Christmas carols at 

the Los Angeles Union Station. In this latter movie inter-

nationally renowned Salvationists Euphonium player, 

Chris Mallet can be seen. 

Salvation Army bands do not just feature in media 

from English speaking media, Bäckerei Zürrer (1957), a 

Swiss black and white film showed Zurich Central Band 

carolling in a market place. In a later scene three Guitar 

Brigade members from the same Corps can be see sing-

ing “Stille Nacht” together with one or two collectors in 

uniform. 

The work of the Band is not always appreciated in 

media. Around the World in Eighty Days (1956) The 

Army Band get in the way of Phileas Fogg (by David 

Niven) attempting to win his race. A decade later they 

blocked Batman (1966) getting rid of a bomb. Bill Cosby 

is constantly confronted by a Salvation Army Band every 

time he tries to drink at a bar or other similar scenarios in 

Hooray for the Salvation Army Band (1968). This is a 

spoof/cover of Jimmy Hendrix’ “Purple Haze”, where 

Hendrix plays a guitar solo, Cosby inserts a Salvation 

Army band playing “Bringing in the Sheaves.” 

The Salvation Army Band appears incognito as the 

“Sal-who-tion” Army Band in the Grinch or How the 

Grinch Stole Christmas! (2000) and the little known link 

as ‘Lonely Hearts Club Band’ in Sergeant Pepper’s 

Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967). Beatle Paul McCartney 

wanted to dress in Salvation Army uniform for the cover 

and many believe that the Lonely Hearts Club Band is a 

synonym for 

The Salvation 

Army Band. 

To add to the 

argument for 

the case 

Strawberry Fields Forever was originally to 

appear on this record and this title is 

the name of a Salvation Army chil-

dren’s home where John Lennon used to play as a child. 

Jugband Blues (1967) by Pink Floyd, is also remarkable 

in that it features a free-form arrangement that Sun Ra 

was bringing to his ‘Orkestra’ with less resistance at the 

same time, undoubtedly because he was a jazz artist. Syd, 

a pop star wanted the Salvation Army horn section to 

play on the song without charts or arrangement, to play 

what they wanted, to be spontaneous. Studio engineer 

Norman Smith insisted that the horn players had ar-

rangements, and after an argument, it was agreed that 

they’d record two versions: one with the horns given mu-

sical direction and one without. 

Finally, when is a Salvation Army Band not a Band? 

When it is a Guitar piece, Salvation Army Band (2004) 

by Phil Keaggy wrote and played this fantastic piece on 

‘Stark Raving Jams’ album. It is listed as SAB JAM. 

Ironically, it’s every Christian guitarist’s dream piece. 

Media using The Salvation Army as a Social or 

Spiritual Change 
Some media portrays The Salvation Army’s desire to 

change society for good and for God. The first of the 

movies that will be discussed is The Belle of New York 

(1919), the main character, Violet becomes a Salvation-

ists and helps Jack after he is attacked. This movie was 

based on a musical of the same name, written by Gustave 

Kerker and words by Hugh Morton. In the years 1897- 98 

the musical became the first American production with 

international success but a flop in the USA. In London 

alone the musical was presented almost 700 times. The 

story has been filmed a number of times, with scenes, 

music and the name of The Salvation Army being 

changed. In 1952 the remake The Belle of New York was 

developed as a musical for Fred Astaire and Vera Ellen. 

The music and text was completely redone by Harry 

Warren and Johnny Mercer. 

Guys and Dolls (1955), again adapted from a musical 

for the big screen show The Salvation Army as ‘Save a 

Soul Mission’. Here The Army is out on the streets in the 

Beatles' Uniform 

Old Salvation Army 

Uniform 



open-air and fighting against sin, although it is brought 

into some corruption. As in The Belle of New York, the 

Doll gets her Guy. This is, some argue based around a 

true Salvation Army Officer, Captain Crawfore who be-

came known as the ‘Angel of Broadway’ (also the title of 

another movie), ‘The Prettiest Girl in The Salvation Ar-

my’, and ‘the Beauty in the Blue Bonnet”. The Salvation 

Army shop front around Broadway was called the con-

verting shop and was later Officered by General Rader’s 

parents.  

Walt Disney’s Hot Lead and Cold Feet (1978) pits 

two brothers, one a Salvationists, against each other to 

win the control of the Midwestern Town of Bloodshy. 

Another movie that portrays the main hero as a Salva-

tionist is The Big Punch (1921). Buck Jones stars as a 

divinity student jailed for a crime actually committed by 

his outlaw brother (Jack Curtis). Upon his release, Jones 

is befriended by a Salvation Army girl, Barbara Bedford 

and together the two manage to convert the lawless 

brother. Like The Big Punch, The Connection (1962) 

shows a Salvationists as the catalyst for change. The film 

is about heroin addicts, the female Salvationist, Barbara 

Winchester who plays “Sister Salvation” is a saving in-

fluence on other characters. 

There is as much drama in 

Laughing Sinners (1931) when 

cafe entertainer Ivy Stevens 

falls for a sleazy salesman, 

Howard Palmer and attempts to 

jump from a bridge. She is 

saved by Salvation Army of-

ficer Carl, Ivy reforms and 

joins The Army. When she runs 

into Palmer she falls for him all 

over again. Carl beats up Palm-

er and gives a speech to Ivy 

which induces her to return to 

The Army and to Carl. 

She Done Him Wrong (1933) sees Cary Grant, as 

Captain Cummings, a Salvation Army officer tries to re-

form Mae West’s character, called Lou. Lou falls in love 

with the Captain with disastrous consequences. This is 

the film where Mae West utters the famous words, “I 

always did like a man in a uniform. That one fits you 

grand. Why don’t you come up sometime and see me? 

I’m home every evening”. 

The Angel of Broadway (1927) sees actress Babe 

Scott (played by Leatrice Joy) research a role for a new 

position. As a part of the research she places herself in a 

Salvation Army uniform and goes to work on a street 

corner, complete with tambourine. This upsets her sweet-

heart Jerry Wilson (played by Victor Varconi), who feels 

that Babe is poking fun of The Army and its good works. 

But the lovers are reunited when Babe’s experiences 

makes her a better person. Anna Lans (1943) too sees a 

redemptive change in the leading lady. Anna Lans (Vive-

ca Lindfors) is a maidservant in a wealthy but dysfunc-

tional household. She falls in love with the family's son, 

who enjoys her sexual favors but refuses to marry her. 

Subtlety is not the strong point of the movie. The heart-

broken Anna drifts from one romance to another before 

finding redemption with connections in The Salvation 

Army. 

There are other movies 

and songs that show the 

spiritual work of puritan 

stand of The Salvation 

Army. North to Alaska 

(1960) portrays a fight 

breaking out mid sermon 

of a Salvation Army meeting. Stalag 17 (1953) refers to 

The Salvation Army as a place where nothing would be 

stolen, Alias Nick Beal (1949) has Geraldine Jordan, un-

named in the movie as a Salvationists who stands op-

posed to an attorney who rises to political success and the 

governorship but loses his sense of morality once he 

starts associating with the shadowy Nick Beal. Kitty and 

the Bagman (1982) a colorful gangster movie, with an 

unlikely Australian air takes place during the Roaring 

Twenties, it is full of flappers, gamblers, mobsters and 

thugs. Salvationists are seen on street corners encourag-

ing people to leave their roaring ways. 

A Salvation Army open-air meeting is seen in Whistle 

Down the Wind (1961). The group includes a band made 

up of officers from the North West Division (including 

Alfred Miskin, Mervyn Woodman, Leslie Green, Eileen 

King, Phyllis Jones and Norman Clawley). The open-air 

is featured in the opening sequence and it is this open-air 

which sets in motion the theme of the movie. A boy asks 

a female Salvationist to look after a cat and she states 

“Jesus will help you know what to do”. A stranger enters 

town and the children think he is Jesus 

who will help with the cats. 

The Salvation Army is also seen as 

the power of changed lives in Silver-

bells (2013) where a father has to vol-

unteer to help the Salvation Army Bell 

Ringers and through this he changes 

his attitude. Also Saved (1968), by 

songwriters Lieber & Stoller has Elvis 

Presley sing the lines,  
“I used to drink, I used to smoke, and dance the 

hoochie coo and I’m standing on this corner, I’m 

Saved. I’m in that soul saving army, beating on 

that big bass drum.”  

While Presley in the song was happy to change, to get 

saved, others were not as shown in the satirical Salvation 

Army Song (1963) by Judy Henske. The song is about 

The Salvation Army rescuing an unrepentant sinner. 

Then there is a challenge to The Salvation Army in Sal-

vation Army (n.d.) by The Gloria Record. The entire song 

is about the need for a person’s salvation, some lyrics 

state, “I got a job for the salvation army come and find 

my, come and save my soul,…”  

A nursery rhyme is also loosely linked with The Sal-

vation Army and its ability to make change. Pop goes the 

weasel (n.d.) song/rhyme has a link with The Salvation 

Army as it is about the Eagle Tavern which The Salva-

tion Army purchased in September 1882. It sadly was 

only held for a short time as William Booth did not want 

to hold a license to sell liquor and the license was con-

North to Alaska (1960) 
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nected with the building. The nursery rhyme shows some 

of the vices the Eagle housed: 
Up and down the City Road, 

In and out the Eagle, 

That’s the way the money goes. 

Pop! goes the weasel 

These lyrics allude to pawning 

items in order to gain money for 

alcohol and loose living. 

The goddess of purity 
Taking the spiritual change 

and love to extremities Guys 

and Dolls, She Done him 

Wrong, Belle of New York and 

many other movies and songs 

see Salvationists as love interests as the secular world 

becomes confused with the sacred and secular. For ex-

ample Bedazzled (2000) uses the crude expression, 

“banged her like a Salvation Army drum”. It would ap-

pear that although Australian films are not alone in defil-

ing Salvationists, it certainly is more prevalent in Aus-

tralian films that from other nations. It appears that love 

as Salvationists know it being from God as a pure and 

Holy connection between God and us and us and humani-

ty, others can only degrade it into a physical intimacy. 

One Australian film, about sexuality, The Sum of Us 

(1994) first introduces Gran and Auntie Mary in such 

terms: 
Hidden under the stairs, because Mary wouldn’t 

let her play it. You see, real strict Salvation Ar-

my, Mary was. I mean, Gran, too, but just not as 

bad as Mary, you know. [Laughs] 

Later the film infers is made that the bond between the 

actor’s mother, Gran and Auntie Mary (played by Julie 

Herbert) who are Salvationists and said to be a lesbian 

relationship.     

Another Australian film with a questionable represen-

tation of Salvationists love is Bad Boy Bubby (1993). 

Bubby (played by Nicholas Hope) has spent all of his 35 

years locked in one room by his mother (played by Claire 

Benito). Bubby is forced to endure psychological and 

sexual abuse. She leaves him alone for long periods 

where he believes Jesus is watching him. When he es-

capes his abusive prison he meets many characters that 

aid or detract to his knowledge of love, God and humani-

ty. At face value The Salvation Army is portrayed 

through many negative images and one is connected to 

Buddy being seduced by a Salvation Army girl (Natalie 

Carr). Buddy also sees the office steal from the collection 

tin to pay for their own pizza. Although the movie is very 

graphic, only Salvationists protested the movie on moral 

grounds and a bad image of The Salvation Army, the rest 

of the world was worried about what Buddy did to his 

cat!
3
 The writer, Rolf de Heer, conceived the film as a 

parable about child abuse, but the material was too dark 

to use a child actor. This is more concerning as it would 

have portrayed the Salvationist as a child sex offender. It 

                                                 
3 Paul Byrnes (2013) Bad Boy Buddy, Curator’s notes, Australian 

Screen retrieved on 11/11/13 from 

http://aso.gov.au/titles/features/bad-boy-bubby/notes/ 

appears that not everyone ‘Thank’s God for the Salvos’!
 4
 

Although the Salvationist portrayed engaged immoral 

behaviours and is a bad image of Christianity, Bubby 

falls in love with Angel, who is a believer, and a good 

image for Christian kindness. Although there are prob-

lematic images of The Salvation Army, Rolf de Heer has 

said that none of that his movie is true.
5
 Brad Halse, past 

editor of The War Cry stated:  
Taken literally, it is an obvious denigration of 

The Army, and much that it stands for, in terms 

of holiness of living, chastity outside of marriage, 

and the like. 

However, there is another way in which De 

Heer’s script can be interpreted. That is to see it 

symbolically, and in this light The Salvation Ar-

my is an obvious group to consider using to im-

part the messages which De Heer is trying to 

communicate. Visually – by its uniforms – and 

audibly – by its singing and music – the Army 

personifies the love and beauty which Buddy has 

never experienced. 

In this respect the lovemaking scene can be 

seen as a portrayal of the availability of love in 

this threatening world. In actual fact the young 

Salvationist is heard offering praise, of a sort, to 

the Lord during her lovemaking with Buddy
6
 

Similar to Bad 

Boy Buddy, Lilian's 

Story (1996) deals 

with child sexual 

abuse and is anoth-

er Australian film. 

Lilian’s Story tells the story of a woman born in a re-

spectable middle-class family, but ends it as an eccentric 

on the streets of Sydney. It is very loosely based on a 

famous Sydney eccentric, Bea Miles.
7
 In the film, Lilian 

is institutionalized as she went mad due to sexual abuse 

as a child. Her brother becomes a Salvationist to escape 

the horrors he saw, but tries to set Lilian free.  

Another Australian film to explore sexuality linked 

with The Salvation Army is The Golden Braid (1990). 

Bernard (Chris Haywood) is a man with an obsessive 

personality. He is happily involved in a relationship with 

Terese (Gosia Dobrowolska), the wife of a clueless Sal-

vation Army Major. When Bernard discovers a lock of 

golden hair in a very old cabinet, a new obsession devel-

ops: he literally falls in love with the lock of hair. As he 

falls in love with the hair, he grows ever more detached 

from real life. However, his live Salvationists girlfriend 

is not going to take this sort of thing, and she energetical-

ly works to win him back. The director, Paul Cox later 

called it, “quite a funny film, but very few people get it.” 

Adam Groves, a film critic stated that it is, “one of the 

                                                 
4 Paul Byrnes (2013) Bad Boy Buddy, Curator’s notes, Australian 

Screen retrieved on 11/11/13 from 

http://aso.gov.au/titles/features/bad-boy-bubby/notes/ 
5 Paul Byrnes (2013) Bad Boy Buddy, Curator’s notes, Australian 

Screen retrieved on 11/11/13 from 

http://aso.gov.au/titles/features/bad-boy-bubby/notes/ 
6 Brad Halse (1996) Images of The Salvation Army, in Peter Malone, 

From Back Pews to Front Stalls-The Church in 100 Years of Australi-

an Cinema, Chevalier Press, NSW, pp. 30-37., pp. 36-37. 
7 http://kategrenville.com/Lilians_Story_Readers_Notes 

The theatre at the Eagle as a 

Salvation Army Hall 

Notice the word ‘Salvation’ at the 

rear of the stage 

Bad Boy Buddy, Lilian's Story (1996) 

http://kategrenville.com/Lilians_Story_Readers_Notes


strangest films ever made by Australia’s deeply idiosyn-

cratic Paul Cox” and it was “too leisurely and refined for 

horror/cult movie fans yet too sexually frank for the 

MASTERPIECE THEATER crowd”.
8
 

Certainly not as visually explicit the previous three 

movies, but none the less scandalous, Blod Och Eld 

(1945). This is a Swedish film where Thomas Hell 

(played by Anders Henrikson), a Salvation Army officer 

with religious doubts 

and questions con-

cerning the meaning 

of his work turns to 

Lili (played by Sonja 

Wigert), an ex-

prostitute. The officer 

falls in love with the 

ex-prostitute. There are also long links to a love rock bal-

lad Salvation Jane (2010) by Courtney Murphy. The 

song links to the flower called Salvation Jane which was 

named after Salvation Army Bonnets and links it to a 

purer form of love. 

A more positive and hopefully 

realistic understanding of The Sal-

vation Army’s love for God and 

humanity can be seen in Olivia 

Newton-John’s Long Live Love 

(1974). This song was sung as Eng-

land’s entry into the 1974 Euro-

vision song contest. Other similar songs include Cliff 

Richard’s Good on the Sally Army (1978), where the en-

tire song is about The Salvation Army; Banners and 

Bonnets (1952) by Meredith Wilson (Wilson wrote The 

Music Man and other musicals and songs); and Holy Joe 

The Salvo (1975) by Johnny Ashcroft. Holy Joe The Sal-

vo is an Australian song with some impact. The song co-

vers the work of a Salvationist in the pubs, war work and 

open-air work. The Hurstville Salvation Army Corps 

Band plays on the record and this became The Salvation 

Army’s 1975 Red Shield Appeal Song. The song was 

written on the back of an airline sick-bag, yet caused the 

affectionate name for The Salvation Army in Australia to 

change from the ‘Sallies’ to become known as the ‘Sal-

vos’.
9
 A Christian but non-army song “Heart To God, 

Hand To Man” (n.d.) by Geoff Moore and The Distance, 

is a song about The Salvation Army in a historical con-

text. This song was also used by The Salvation Army for 

one of its appeals.  

Mies vailla Menneisyyttä (2002) or The Man Without 

a Past is a Finnish film again showing positive connec-

tions to the love of a Salvationist. Critics at the New 

York Film Festival in 2002 described this production as 

“a marvelously droll film that’s as quiet as it is touching, 

funny, and sweet”. The nameless protagonist, played by 

Markku Peltola, arrives in Helsinki just to be beaten to 

near-death by muggers. When he regains consciousness, 

                                                 
8 Adam Groves (n.d.) ‘Golden Braid’ The Fright Site 

http://www.fright.com/edge/GoldenBraid.htm 
9 Aussie Music Man (2009) Post 65 – Johnny Ashcroft – Playground 

in my Mind. 

http://www.ozziemusicman.com/2009_02_01_archive.html 

he finds that he has lost his memory and falls in love with 

Irma, a Salvation Army soup kitchen volunteer (Kati 

Outinen). Peter von Bagh plays a Salvation Army officer, 

and Marko Haavisto, Jouni Saarnio, Jukka Teerisaari and 

Jyrki Telila play members of an Army band. The man 

character is eventually reunited with his family. 

The Salvation Army and Political Commentary 

Some media portrayals of The 

Salvation Army have political com-

mentaries and overtones although 

these are not as frequent as those 

which use Bands. Major Barbara 

(1941), from the play by George 

Bernard Shaw tells of a successful 

woman officer fighting against 

worldly standards. Along with pow-

er, the greed for money becomes a temptation, which 

people, including hierarchy of The Army itself try to en-

courage her to take. Shaw’s preface is something which 

all Salvationists should read. Shaw also argues that Bar-

bara would return to The Salvation Army at some point 

in the future.  

Similar to Major Babara, The Agitator (1945) is 

based on an existing piece of literature, the novel Peter 

Pettenger by William Riley. In it a young socialist is 

forced to question his beliefs when he unexpectedly in-

herits a large firm. Bransby Williams appears as a Salva-

tion Army “leader”. Another movie defined as a ‘biopic’ 

is Aimee Semple McPherson (2006) about the Pentecostal 

preacher who foundered the International Church of the 

Foursquare Gospel. Investigating the times in American 

history and changes in the church, it mentions The Salva-

tion Army as it was in her history. She is shown as a Sal-

vation Army worker in this independent film. 

Another film based on life 

events is Strikebound. It is  
based on real events in 

Gippsland, Victoria during 

1937. Wattie Doig (played by 

Chris Haywood) is employed 

at the Sunbeam coal mine and 

his wife, Agnes (played by 

Carol Burns), is a member of 

the Salvation Army. The movie is the story told through 

the eyes of Wattie and Agnes so The Salvation Army is 

featured frequently. Angered by poor pay and dangerous 

conditions, the miners demand better conditions. The 

company refuses to negotiate, prompting the miners to 

strike. Agnes is shown as the religious-minded wife who 

sees no conflict whatsoever in being a Salvation Army 

member and organising the women’s support group. Alt-

hough the film’s left-wing sympathies are boldly and 

proudly displayed, Lowenstein’s script never descends 

into didacticism and he puts a human face to mine man-

agement and authority figures such as the police. The 

film is based on the Wendy Lowenstein novel Dead Men 

Don't Dig Coal. The film got several AFI Award nomi-

nations and won the Best Achievement in Production 

Design category. 

Major Barbara (1941) 

Strikebound (1984) 

http://www.fright.com/edge/10Films.htm
http://www.fright.com/edge/10Films.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Man_Without_a_Past
http://www.fright.com/edge/GoldenBraid.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialist


During the recession of the 1980s Talkn’ bout a Revo-

lution (1988) by Tracey Chapman used the lines in the 

chorus, “standing in the welfare line, crying at the door-

steps of those Armies of Salvation” showing that The 

Army was in the front line with the poor and revolution-

aries. Another political song of the same era is Salvation 

Jane (n.d.) by INXS, the song links to the flower called 

Salvation Jane which was named after Salvation Army 

Bonnets. 

The Salvation Army Charity Clothing Stores on the Big 

Screen 

More recently The Salvation Army’s charity clothing 

stores have been included in scripts of movies such as, 

Overboard (1987) Dean Proffitt says, “...and I want you 

to take them [his children] shopping at The Salvation 

Army”. In Pieces of April (2003) one of the actors buys a 

suit at a Salvation Army Thrift Shop; Anchorman (2004) 

Wes Mantooth says, “Nice clothes, gentlemen. I didn't 

know that The Salvation Army was having a sale.” In the 

song Suzanne (1967), which was first published as a po-

em in the 1966 and first recorded in the same year also 

includes having clothes from The Salvation Army, Leon-

ard Cohen sings, “she’s wearing rags and feathers from 

Salvation Army counter,…” Po' Folks (n.d.) too has Bill 

Anderson sing a line, “Salvation Army give us clothes to 

wear ...” A more recent but rather sad songs is Salvation 

Army Clothes (2012) by Star and Micey. The end of the 

chorus says, “You’re a fool for letting all the good people 

go, Like Salvation Army clothes.”; and Salvation Army is 

cool (n.d.) is a Youtube song about Salvation Army Fam-

ily stores. 

Army welfare and social work in film and song 

In Last Holiday (2006) Queen Latifah finds out that 

she is dying and so much of her behaviour changes that 

another actor comments to her, “Are you running to be 

the next General of The Salvation Army?” showing that 

the secular world believes that any hardworking philan-

thropist can become General of The Salvation Army. 

Abandoned (1949) has some similarities with The Salva-

tion Army’s Maiden Tribute case in that the movie ex-

poses a baby-profiteering racket. It is seen through the 

eyes of an unwed-mother whose family and friends start 

an investigation as to the whereabouts of her baby. The 

girl is found dead and while it looks like a suicide, the 

girl’s sister and a newspaper reporter think it is murder. 

Jeanette Nolan stars as Major Ross and in this way the 

movie highlights some of The Army’s missing persons 

work. 

Probably the best know 

song, Strawberry Fields Forever 

(1967) by the Beatles. The title 

of the song comes from a Salva-

tion Army Children’s Home in 

Liverpool. John Lennon used to 

live next door and play with the children. Lennon’s me-

morial in New York is now also named Strawberry 

Fields. 

The Salvation Army’s Collection of Money in Media 

Somewhat of black humor appears in a British film 

called Alfie (1966). In one scene can be seen a bonneted 

Salvationists, with what looks to be Commissioner 

Trimmings in a Pub to sell The War Cry. She is however 

caught in the middle of a Pub brawl and as she runs for 

safety the War Cries fly all over the place. 

In American films there are many which either talk 

about The Salvation Army ‘bell ringers’ at Christmas or 

have Salvationists in the background to set the scene for 

Christmas time, including: Miracle on 34
th
 Street (1947) 

where two lawyers are discussing whether Santa Claus 

exists and one asks, “what about the Salvation Army? 

Why they’ve got a Santa Claus on every corner and 

they’re taking a fortune”; Life (1999) makes mention of 

Salvation Army Bell Ringers; and Maid in Manhattan 

(2002) shows a Salvation Army bell ringer on a street 

corner. 

A play on the Christmas collection is The Lemon 

Drop Kid (1951). Here a small-time swindler (played by 

Bob Hope), needs to pay off his debt to mobster Moose 

Moran (played by Fred Clark) by Christmas. He starts a 

ladies retirement home as a front for an illegal gambling 

den and impersonates a Salvation Army bell ringer to 

raise the money. A less scandalous song was I was Here 

(2012) by Adam Brand and Sony Music Australia. The 

song was dedicated to The Salvation Army Christmas 

Appeal and The Salvation Army features in the Songclip. 

It was pointed out that the chorus also links to The Ar-

my’s work stating that, “I changed a life, touched a heart, 

took a stand, left a mark”
10

   

Donations to The Salvation Army in film and song 

There are also movies where the characters give to 

The Salvation Army’s work with the idea that this is a 

‘good’ thing to do. The Saint (1997) donates the large 

sums to The Salvation Army. Richard Gere receives an 

appeal letter from The Salvation Army in American Gig-

olo (1980); and in Understand Your Man (1964) Johnny 

Cash sings, “You can give my other suit to The Salvation 

Army, and everything else I leave behind” 

War and Emergency Services Work in the public eye 

America’s Answer: Following the 

Fleet to France (1918) highlights the 

assistance programs of civilian 

groups including The Salvation Ar-

my. While The Blue Bonnet (1919), 

a silent film features the work of The 

Salvation Army in France in the First 

World War. A song to come from this conflict was Salva-

tion Lassie of Mine (1918) written by J.J. Caddigan and 

O.E. Story. It was inspired by the American Salvation 

Army Doughgirls, but again uses the idea of the goddess 

perfection. 

Based on World War Two the movie Battle of Britain 

(1969) have Salvationists make two cameo appearances, 

one of a Salvation Army van at an Airfield, and the other 

of bonneted Salvationists ministering to the homeless at a 

Rest Centre during the Blitz. 

                                                 
10 John Nutting (2012) ‘Adam Brand lends a hand to the Salvation 
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Major Australian Rail Disasters (n.d.) documentary, 

show a Salvationist woman is offering a cup to workers. 

Day of the Roses (2001), an Australian film made for 

televisions about the Granville 

rail disaster, gives a tremendous 

witness to Salvationists in times 

of emergency. The Salvation 

Army feeding unit is shown, the 

original was a big red truck, the 

movie however shows a white 

vehicle. The Salvationists are seen throughout the movie 

and two scenes feature a male Salvationists one provid-

ing refreshments to a trapped victim, the second scene 

shows the same Salvationists remaining in dangers way 

and singing ‘Amazing Grace’. Heroes’ Mountain (2002), 

another Australian movie made for television is about the 

rescue of Stuart Diver. It shows The Salvation Army 

Emergency Services feeding the rescue workers and sup- 
porting the family members. 

Not The Real Salvation Army 

There are a number of counterfeit Salvation Armies in 

film. The film directed by Russian Eugene Meals, 

АРМИЯ СПАСЕНИЯ (2000) ("Salvation Army") uses 

the term for a militaristic movie. Through the trilogy of 

Austin Powers (1997; 1999; 2002) one of Dr. Evil’s 

Council members is head of the “militant wing of the 

Salvation Army”. In Batman Begins (2005) Batman is 

confused as being The Salvation Army while Brazil 

(1985) creates a parallel organization in a Salvation Ar-

my-styled marching 

band playing in the 

shopping district. The 

banner at the front 

reads “Consumers for 

Christ”, with a picture 

of a dollar sign 

stamped on a Christian 

cross replacing The Salvation Army’s ‘s’ and cross. A 

very recent film The Salvation Army (2013) is based on a 

book by the same name about a homosexual Muslim.  

A misunderstanding of the name Salvation Army is 

seen in Seven Nation Army (2003). It was the first track 

on the album Elephant by American alternative rock 

band The White Stripes. It was released as a single in 

2003 and is arguably the band's most well-known song. 

"Seven Nation Army" reached #1 on the Modern Rock 

Tracks for three weeks and won 2004's Grammy Award 

for Best Rock Song. According to White, “Seven Nation 

Army” is what he used to call The Salvation Army as a 

child. 

There was the other Salvation 

Army. In 1981 a pop group called 

themselves The Salvation Army 

and released their first single 

“Mind Gardens”. By the middle 

of 1982, they were forced to 

change their name by the real 

Salvation Army. They then be-

came The Three O’Clock. The Los Angeles power pop 

band lasted until 1988. Another band calling themselves 

Salvation Army has appear and described in terms as “in-

timacy of a three-piece-band in order to create as much 

noise as possible within a pop song structure-or make 

you feel like hammered on the head with a toy piano”. 

Also the wrong type of motivation is indicated in Lord of 

War (2005) as it is mentioned of selling arms to every 

army in the world except the Salvation Army. 

Salvation Army Produced Movies and Song for the 

Secular market  

A number of films and songs have been produced by 

The Salvation Army specifically for the secular scene. 

There is little time or space to cover all of these. Howev-

er this paper cannot be completed without listing the ma-

jor contributions. Firstly, Limelight Department in Aus-

tralia produced a number of films, including: 

 Boer War Troops (1900)  
 Bushranging in North Queens-

land (1904) 

 Federation (1901) 

 Heroes of the Cross (1908) 

 The Opening of Federal Parliament and Royal 

Visit (1901) 

 The Scottish Covenanters (1909) 

 Swallow and Ariell's Employees (1905) 

 Under Southern Skies (1902) 

The Salvation Army in the USA recently produced Altars 

in the Street (2002) staring Bill Cosby, maybe recom-

pense for his earlier song. This movie tells the story of 

two inner-city children and how The Salvation Army as-

sists them.  
The other group commis-

sioned to engage with the 

secular world was the 

Joystrings. There songs in-

cluded: 

Singles 

 It's An Open Secret (1964) 

 Million Songs (1964) 

 A Starry Night (1964)  

 He Cares (1965) 

 Only You (1965) 

 No Time To Lose / Love That's All Around  

 Christmas Can Be Every Day For You 

EPs 

 The Joy Strings (1964) 

 The Songbook (1964) 

 Joy Strings Abroad (1965) 

 Have Faith in God (1965) 

 Christmas with The Joystrings (1965) 

Albums 

 Well Seasoned (1966) 

 Carols Around The World (1967) 

 Joystrings Restrung (2011) 

 Joystrings Christmas Collection (2012) 

The Salvation Army’s latest attack upon the secular 

world has been in the 2013 Eurovision Song Contest. The 

band, originally named ‘Heilsarmee’, participated in the 

Swiss national final with the song You and Me. They 

qualified to the national final through the online selec-

tion. On 15 December, 2012, they won the Swiss national 

Day of the Roses (2001) 

Brazil (1985) 



final and went on to represent Switzerland in the Euro-

vision Song Contest 2013. 

On 17 December 2012, the 

European Broadcasting Union 

(EBU) announced that the band 

would not be permitted to com-

pete under the name ‘Heil-

sarmee’ (German for Salvation 

Army) at the Eurovision Song 

Contest, in accordance with the 

rules of the contest forbidding 

political and religious content. In March 2013, the group 

announced that they would be known as ‘Takasa’ for the 

contest; officially, the name was taken from the Swahili 

verb “to purify,” but it has been noted to also be an acro-

nym of “The Artists Known As Salvation Army” (an 

allusion to The Artist Formerly Known As Prince). This 

is also similar to the time when the Sex Pistols toured 

under the name 'Spots' (Sex Pistols On Tour, Secretly). 

The band also wore different outfits for Eurovision, 

barred from wearing Salvation Army uniforms by the 

same rules as had changed their name. 

The members of the band 

have a major age difference as 

the youngest member, singer Sa-

rah Breiter was 22 (born 1991) 

and the oldest member bassist 

Emil Ramsauer was 95 (born 

1918). Emil stated that although 

he is “an old crock” he still is “in 

The Salvation Army Thun brass 

band” and “spent 35 years con-

ducting the band in Thun”. When 

asked “What will you achieve by 

participating?” Emil answered, “I want The Salvation 

Army to be better known again. Over the last few years 

you don’t see us as much as you did when we used to 

sing in the pubs and restaurants, and all we can do mostly 

is just pass the collecting box around. So it’s a wonderful 

idea to put the Salvation Army in the public eye like 

this.”
11

 This is the prayer therefore for all listings in 

songs or on film of The Salvation Army that it may “put 

The Salvation Army in the public eye”. 
 

The Brisbane Chapter Celebrate Historical 

Events of the Bible-The Passover Experience 
 

The Brisbane Chapter of The 

Salvation Army Eastern Terri-

tory Historical Society celebrat-

ed Passover. As the 35 guests 

entered The Salvation Army 

hall in Carindale they were 

greeted with tables set with 

grape juice, unleavened bread, 

and bitter herbs. The President 

of the Brisbane chapter, Garth 

Hentzschel outlined the activi-
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ties of the Brisbane Chapter from the last few months. 

The guest speaker, Lyndall Maag then led all present 

through the messianic Passover in both Hebrew and Eng-

lish. Each step of the celebration was explained through 

the Judaic tradition, Biblical prophecy and how this was 

fulfilled by the coming of Jesus (Yeshua); his crucifixion 

and resurrection. A number of young people present 

asked the centuries old questions of the exodus. 

Those present: 

recited the Kiddush 

blessing and drank 

the first cup; en-

gaged in the wash-

ing of the hands, as 

a sign of cleaning 

the body; dipped the 

karpas in salt water, 

to remember the 

suffering of the Jewish people. The Passover story was 

retold, including the recital of the four questions and then 

partaking of the second cup. This was followed by the 

explanation of the Passover lamb with a comparison 

made to the sacrifice of Christ. Another blessing was 

given and the third cup received. A fellowship meal was 

shared and the celebration concluded with the recital of 

the Hallel and the final cup was taken. 

 

Brisbane Chapter Heritage Meetings 2014 
 

 

Bus trip 

Purga, Ipswich, Bun-

damba and Riverview 

Saturday 28 June, 

2014 

 

 

 

The history of The Salvation 

Army Emigration Department  

Monday 22 September, 2014 

 

 

 

 

Motivation and History of The 

Salvation Army Emergency Service 

Monday 24 November 2014 

‘Heilsarmee’ 

Emil Ramsauer aged 95 

http://www.salvationarmy.ch/eurovision/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karpas
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The Salvation Army Finances a City 
 

By Garth Hentzschel 

 

The Salvation Army is well known for assisting in-

dividuals and families in times of economic crisis, 

but in 1955 The Army needed to rescue an entire 

city financially.  

Frank Roberts, a 

Labor candidate became 

Lord Mayor of the Bris-

bane City Council in 

1952. From the com-

mencement of its time in 

office the Labor Council 

had financial problems. 

One problem was that 

Roberts chaired the Estab-

lishment and Co-

ordination Committee as 

well as the Finance Com-

mittee In this way the 

Lord Mayor held the pow-

er to request and authorise 

the borrowing of money to fund plans for public 

works between the two committees he chaired.
 12

 

Hoping for growth the council borrowed £100,000 

which was due for repayment on 31 August, 1955.  

However in August, 1955 Brisbane Council 

found itself with financial problems. The Council 

went to the Common-

wealth Government but 

the Commonwealth was 

beginning its credit 

`squeeze’ where it severe-

ly restricted the availabil-

ity of loan funds. It was 

seen that the Council was 

bankrupt,
13

 so the Lord 

Mayor’s position was won 

by Sir Thomas Groom. 

Groom attempted to im-

prove Brisbane’s infra-

structure including its wa-

ter, electricity and sewer networks but had severe 

budget restrictions placed on his administration.
14
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With the financial problems surmounting in 

Brisbane a surprising headline appeared on the front 

page of The Telegraph
15

 stating  

‘Army’ loan to help us. 
The Territorial Headquarters of The Salvation Army 

in Sydney lent the Brisbane City Council £20,000 

(equivalent to today’s value of $348,400.00 to 

$563,080.00) to pay off part of the £100,000 loan. 

Another £50,000 was obtained by the Brisbane City 

Council from The Bank of New South Wales (now 

Westpac). It was seen as a conversion loan where 

the recipient of the loan could repay the original 

loan and therefore was given time to deal with their 

temporary cash crunch and eventually to pay off all 

the loans.  

 

 
Bank of New South Wales, Brisbane 

 

With the original loan maturing on the 31 Au-

gust, 1955 the Brisbane City Council, Executive 

Council authorised the two conversion loans and on 

1 September, 1955 the Brisbane City Council Treas-

urer, Mr. Walsh announced to the public that Bris-

bane had been spared an economic crises. Both The 

Salvation Army and the Bank of New South Wales 

gave their loans for 10 years at £4/17/6 percent in-

terest and had come to the rescue of an entire city.  
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Wollongong, Australia the Birth Place of 

The Salvation Army in Greece 
 

By Garth R Hentzschel 

Greece is an ancient civilisation and the first Euro-

pean country to be visited by the apostle Paul on his 

second missionary journey. It was in Philippi that 

Paul preached the gospel on 

European soil for the first 

time, first to Lydia 

and her house-

hold, then to 

the Philippi-

an jailer and 

his family 

(Acts 16). 

He trav-

elled 

from Philippi to Thessalonica, to establish a church 

that is active until the present (Acts 17). In Athens 

Paul introduced the Greeks to their ‘unknown’ God, 

the God who came to earth and lived amongst men 

as Jesus Christ. In a similar manner an Australian 

Greek introduced his countrymen to an unknown 

Christian body, The Salvation Army.   

In the 1970’s 

Jim Moisidis, an 

evangelical Chris-

tian from a small 

village outside Ka-

terini in Greece 

moved to Wollon-

gong, New South 

Wales. His house 

was located near the 

Wollongong Corps 

and he soon became 

a member of the 

Corps. He dreamed 

of the day when The Salvation Army would minister 

in his homeland and some hope came in 1992 with 

his retirement from work. With extra time on his 

hands he stayed in Greece for almost a year and his 

passion increased to see The Salvation Army com-

mence and his hopes and prayers intensified.  

 During Jim’s time in 

Greece he met with relatives 

and talked to Nikos Ziogas 

about his hopes that The Salva-

tion Army would commence in 

Greece. Nikos and Jim decided 

that they should write to Inter-

national Headquarters, London and 

ask for permission to commence work in 

Greece. In February 1993 they arranged to meet 

with Commissioner Hannevick the International 

Secretary for Europe.  

Jim and Nikos were not very confident of their Eng-

lish and thus decided to take Haris Giannaros with  

 
Majors Haris and Anna Giannaros 

them as an interpreter to meet with officers at Inter-

national Headquarters. The Salvation Army’s re-

sponse was that no officers could speak the language 

and stated that if there was to be a Greek Salvation 

Army officer, perhaps one day they could take The 

Salvation Army back to Greece. 

Haris felt God’s call to be that man so he went 

back to Greece and shared his calling with his wife 

Anna. Haris also told his friend Polis Pantelidis  

 
Captains Polis & Maria Galinou Pantelidis 

about The Salvation Army and all that it does and 

both families moved to London in 1993 to join The 

Salvation Army. There was a time of introduction 

followed by training in the College for Officers and 

in field and social work in England before they 

commenced The Salvation Army in Greece in 

2007.
16

 In this way one of the world’s youngest civi-

lizations bought The Salvation Army to one of the 

oldest. 
  

                                                 
16 The Salvation Army Greece, 2007, The Salvation Army in Greece, How it 
Started, retrieved from http://www.salvationarmy.gr/how_started_en.html 

retrieved on 1 September, 2010 

http://www.salvationarmy.gr/how_started_en.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Salvation Army 
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The Salvation Army 
Australia Eastern Territory 

Heritage Centre  
 

Located at  

 

32A Barnsbury Grove Bexley North.  

(Cnr Kingsland Rd and Barnsbury Grove)  

 

The Centre is open from 9.00 am to 3.00 pm 

Monday to Friday  

 

Phone:  
02 9502 0424  

 

Fax:  
02 9502 0481  

 

Email:  
aueherit-

age@aue.salvation

army.org  

 

Director:  

Major Reta Brown 

Public Meeting Dates for 2014 

Place the Dates in your diary 
 

Sydney Chapter 
 

 

Saturday 31 May 2014 

Presenter: Guest Presenter 

Topic: Salute to Salvationists aged over 90 and 

still serving the Lord in the Army 

 

Thursday 14 August 2014 

Presenter: Colonel Richard Munn 

Chief Secretary, Eastern Territory 

Topic: My Army Pilgrimage 

 

Thursday 13 November 2014 

Presenter: Major Peter Farthing 

Principal, Booth College 

Topic: Our Wesleyan Roots 
 

 

Brisbane Chapter 
 

 

Saturday 28 June, 2014 

Presenter: Garth Hentzschel 

Topic: Bus trip - Purga, Ipswich, Bundamba and 

Riverview 

 

Monday 22 September, 2014 

Presenter: Lyndall Maags 

Topic: The history of The Salvation Army Emi-

gration Department  

 

Monday 24 November 2014 

Presenters: Garth Hentzschel 

Topic: Motivation and History of The Salvation 

Army Emergency Service 

 

 


