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“I was one of the lucky 
ones – The Salvation 
Army found me.” 
– George McCarthy
 
At 85, George McCarthy is a passionate 
donor and advocate of The Salvation 
Army and has pledged a bequest in his 
will. It is, he says, because “I just know 
from what The Salvation Army has done 
for me, it will do for others!”  

George, born in Britain as the eighth 
child of 11, lives in the Sydney suburb 
of Balmain, and says with certainty that 
he would be “long dead” without the 
intervention of The Salvation Army in 
his life. 

As a four-year-old, in the middle of the 
great depression in the 1930s, George, 
his two brothers and his five sisters were 
sent to various orphanages. They had no 
contact with each other. 

After growing up in two orphanages, 
George joined the Merchant Navy and 
spent four enjoyable years travelling the 
world. However, during his time at sea, 
he also learned to drink. It was simply 
part of the seafaring culture of the time, 
he says. 

He moved to Australia, worked and 
raised two children, but tragically lost 
his son, aged 20, to a brain tumour. 
Eventually George’s first marriage fell 
apart and his life began to revolve ever-
more around alcohol consumption. 

Despite managing to hold down a 
number of managerial jobs, years of 
blackouts followed and George started 
a cycle of hospital visits, looking for a 
solution to his drinking. But nothing 
worked. 

  

One day the ever-restless George 
drunkenly decided to board a flight to 
Auckland, New Zealand, and spent the 
Easter weekend living in a park. After 
days of binge drinking he finally asked a 
police officer for help and was taken to 
The Salvation Army. 

Life-changing care
Undertaking the “Bridge” residential 
rehabilitation program, he says he found 
understanding, professionalism and 
genuine kindness, and explains that “was 
the beginning of my life changing!” He 
stayed a year and successfully beat his 
addiction. 

While George was completing the Bridge 
Program in New Zealand, his sisters in 
England were desperately trying to find 

him and finally reunite their family. 
They contacted The Salvation Army 
Family Tracing Service in London, which 
contacted the Sydney service, which in 
turn tracked down George. 

In 1987, George finally rediscovered 
his lost family when he walked into the 
arrivals hall at London Gatwick Airport 
and fell into the arms of his sisters Eileen 
and Daphne. 

George says: “At 85, I am independent 
and healthy. I still have a good life. I am 
forever grateful for it, and I think the fact 
is, it was The Salvation Army (that made 
it possible). 

“My sister Eileen in 92 years of age and I 
hope to outlive her,” he laughs.

Salvation Army representative Catherine Hindle catches up with George, who 
attributes his quality of life to the Salvos.

Amazing grace – I was found!

News & stories from The Salvation Army Wills & Bequests team

Wills Update

2nd Edition 2015



Celebrating the  
beauty of every life   

For credit card donations phone 13 SALVOS (13 72 58) or visit salvos.org.au | Letters and feedback welcome
Published by The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory Communications and Public Relations Department PO Box A229, Sydney South NSW 1232
Wills & Bequest Freecall Number 1800 337 082 | salvos.org.au/wills | ©The Salvation Army 2015

Please remember The Salvation Army when you next update your Will

“Everybody has 
something really beautiful 
inside of them. It is a 
matter of taking the time, 
listening, sharing stories 
HUK�KYH^PUN�P[�V\[��0�ÄUK�
it such a joy to share with 
people and hear their life 
stories.”  
– Major Alan Peterson 

It was the night his father left the family 
home forever that a young Alan Peterson 
looked up into a magnificent starry sky 
and asked God to become his father.

That began what was to become a deeply 
spiritual walk with God and eventually 
full-time service with The Salvation 
Army. It was also the beginning of a 
lifelong passion for pastoral care.

“I never saw my role as sitting at a desk. 
I wanted to be out, sharing with people,” 
Major Alan Peterson smiles.

Alan today serves (in retirement) as 
a Salvation Army Honoured Friends 
representative and it is a job he loves. 

For Alan, walking with people often 
in their later years, sometimes through 
illness, loss of spouse, or even through 
the end of their own lives, has been a 
“deep privilege”. He says since taking on 
the role, he has also repeatedly witnessed 
God’s tender love. 

He says: “I cared for ‘my’ first Honoured 
Friend when I was still a minister on the 

Gold Coast. She had been married to 
a very wealthy businessman and lived a 
very wild life. However, in her later years, 
she had no one, just the birds she used to 
feed. She felt invisible to the world – like 
a sparrow. No one notices the sparrows! 

Precious to God
“We prayed together and she came to 
her own faith in Jesus,” Alan says with 
emotion. “After she passed away, God 
brought Jesus’ beautiful words in the 
book of Matthew sharply to my mind. 
Those verses say: ‘Are not two sparrows 
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground outside your 
(heavenly) Father’s care. And even the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

So don’t be afraid; you are worth more 
than many sparrows!’” 

Salvation Army Honoured Friends 
representatives support those who 
support The Salvation Army through 
an intended bequest and who have 
indicated they would like to have a 
representative stay in regular contact. 
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When English nurse Elizabeth 
Wiggins fled her troubled marriage 
many years ago, she found refuge and 
support through The Salvation Army’s 
Samaritan House in Sydney. She had 
arrived in Australia with no family 
support network and no possessions, 
except the clothes she was wearing. 

She soon joined The Salvation Army 
and went on to manage Samaritan 
House. She then worked in aged care 
services and crisis shelters in NSW, 
Queensland and Singapore. She 
said one of her greatest joys in life 
was seeing the children of women 
fleeing domestic violence “finally find 
stability”. 

On retirement, Salvation Army 
Captain Elizabeth Wiggins became an 
Honoured Friends representative and 
says her work with donors has been “a 
privilege”. “It follows on from a caring 
ministry which I have had all my life 
since I started nursing.” 

The Salvation Army has many 
Honoured Friends representatives 
like Major Alan Peterson and Captain 
Elizabeth Wiggins, who would love 
the opportunity to say hello and 
stay in touch. Please call Catherine 
Hindle on (02) 9266 9727 if you 
would like more information.

Committed 
to care


