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DEAN SIMPSON, MANAGING EDITOR

EDITORIAL

Cross of Christ hangs in midst of eternity

Over the past few years, 
Pipeline’s cover each Easter 
has featured an image 

which relates to the Easter message 
written by the General, the world 
leader of The Salvation Army.

Leading up to Easter, Pipeline 
photographer Shairon Paterson is 
asked to read the General’s message 
and then interpret it through her 
lens.

For example, in 2010, she 
represented Easter through a burst 
of plant life in a cracked shell. In 
2011, it was the graphic symbolism 
of nails. And last year the image of 
a heart, roughly hewn from a stone.

Our cover this year is inspired 
by the General’s focus on eternity, 
and the eternal promise of salvation 
which is available to all people of 
all nations.

“I tried to make the cross stand 
in the midst of eternity,“ Shairon 
says. “The cross was there at the 
beginning, it is with us now, and 
will be for all eternity; it is central 
to all life in all corners of the Earth.”

And the cross which Shairon 
has selected, with its indigenous-
inspired design, signifies that Jesus’ 
death on a cross in Jerusalem more 
than 2000 years ago continues to 
have an impact in far-flung corners 
of the Earth. It is not a cross of 
wood, or a cross of shining silver, 
but a cross made from reed with 
an imprint reflecting that culture's 
connection to Jesus. Powerful 
symbolism. 

In his Easter message, General 

André Cox mentions eternity, or 
the word eternal, several times: “... 
whilst we reside upon this Earth 
in physical bodies, we are also 
spiritual beings intended to live for 
eternity.”; “The Bible ... speaks to 
us about our eternal future being 
made secure.”; “In Jesus alone we 
find ... assurance regarding our 
eternal future.”

Be encouraged as you read the 
General’s message to the world 
this Easter. And hold on to the 
assurance that, through salvation, 
we have the promise of eternal life. 

As the cover photo depicts, the 
cross of Jesus hangs in the midst of 
eternity, available to all who seek 
salvation and, as the General states, 
“Fullness of life can be ours if we 
will but reach out and grasp it”.
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DEAR FRIENDS,
I am honoured to announce that 
General André Cox has extended the 
appointment of Jan and myself as 
Territorial Leaders of the Australia 
Eastern Territory until 31 May 2016. 
This decision allows us to extend our 
retirement date from 30 November of 
this year for a further 18 months of 
service as active Officers.

We are most grateful for 
the privilege to keep serving 
alongside you in these days 
of immense challenge but also 
of great opportunity. We are 
grateful for further opportunity 
to contribute to the mission of 

helping people find freedom.
I do feel a sense of excitement 

about being able to continue to 
move things forward and, at 
the same time, make important 
decisions for the future of the Army 
in this Territory. We will continue 
to serve as humble servants of the 
One who called us, chose us and 
appointed us to go and bear fruit: 
fruit that will last (John 15 verse 16).

Please continue to pray for us.

Commissioner James Condon
TERRITORIAL COMMANDER
The Salvation Army Australia 
Eastern Territory

Anzac honour
April is also the month where we celebrate Anzac 
Day, honouring the valiant men and women who 
have taken part in wars and conflicts throughout the 
world over the past 100 or so years.

In this edition, we highlight four people who 
are doing their bit for The Salvation Army and the 
defence services.

Norm Edsor is a war veteran and tour guide on 
Sydney’s popular Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway 
at Concord. He remembers The Salvation Army’s 
“Sallyman” with respect and fondness, often relating 
the Army’s role in war to tourists.

Then there's Gold Coast Salvationist Norma 
Holmes, who serves as the chaplain to Runaway Bay 
RSL club where she is “the heart and soul” of the 
club.

 And we highlight the ongoing service of Majors 
Barry and Pam Nancarrow, who are officially retired 
but continue to volunteer their time in serving 
returned soldiers and their families.

DIRECT FROM THE TC
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All You Need Is Love. This is the title of a 
song made famous by The Beatles in the 
late 1960s. 

Wikipedia informs me that All 
You Need Is Love was written by John Lennon 
and was first performed by The Beatles to a 
viewing audience of more than 150 million 
people in 26 countries. Interestingly, the song was 
commissioned by the BBC who asked The Beatles 
to come up with something that had a message 
understood by everyone. 

“It was an inspired song and they really 
wanted to give the world a message,” said the 
band's manager, Brian Epstein, at the time. 
“The nice thing about it is that it cannot be 
misinterpreted. It is a clear message saying that 
love is everything.”

Love is everything. Love is life. We read in 
Galatians 2:20 about how deep the Father’s love 
is for us. It cannot be measured. God showed us 
the full extent of his love when he sent Jesus to 
die for our sin. In order to show God’s love, Jesus 
gave his all. He gave his throne, his manhood, his 
life, his suffering, his death. But best of all, he gave 
himself. There is no deeper love than that of Jesus. 

His is a love that will not let me go. It’s not 
about law but about love; God’s love shown in the 
sacrifice of his only Son for our benefit.

He gave his only Son who loved me before 
the foundation of the world and from everlasting 
to everlasting. He loves me without thinking 
whether I am worth it or not. His love has no 
limits or strings attached, and certainly does not 
depend on my value or worth.

God is not like a parent who says to their child, 
“I will love you if you are a good boy or girl”. 
God says, “I love you as you are”. Even when we 
were sinners Christ showed us his great love by 
sending Jesus to die for us. He makes us “good”, 

The deep, deep love of God, which has no greater expression than 
in the sacrifice of his Son on the cross, is, says Commissioner 
JAMES CONDON, the fount of life, forgiveness, peace, freedom, joy 
and much more

ALL YOU NEED  
IS [ GOD'S ] LOVE

Commissioner 
James Condon 

is Territorial 
Commander of 

the Australia 
Eastern 

Territory

TC@PIPELINE

or worthy, through his blood shed on the cross for 
our sins.

He gave himself freely and voluntarily as an 
offering and a sacrifice for our sin – strong proof 
of his love for us. And not just for me, but for the 
whole world; for anyone who will accept his love.

God loved me and because of his love I can 
have a relationship with his Son who gave himself 
for me. “It is no longer I that live, but Christ who 
lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). All you need is 
love. Yes it is true because God’s love brings life, 
forgiveness, peace, freedom, joy and much more.

I close with the words of Matt Redman’s song 
Here Is Love – words that express the depth, breadth 
and height of God’s incredible love.

Here is love, vast as the ocean,
Loving kindness as the flood.
When the Prince of Life, our Ransom,
Shed for us his precious blood.

Who his love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing his praise?
He can never be forgotten,
Throughout Heaven's eternal days.

On the mount of crucifixion,
Fountains opened deep and wide.
Through the floodgates of God's mercy,
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.

Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above.
And Heaven's peace and perfect justice,
Kissed a guilty world in love.

As we approach Easter this year, may you 
experience the depth of God’s love for you. Love is 
everything. Love is life.

pipeline 04/2014 5
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forever. On your treatment of him 
hangs your everlasting destiny – 
heaven or hell.

Your treatment of Jesus Christ 
will determine the salvation or 
damnation of men and women 
living around you or who will live 
after you. That is a very serious 
business. Suppose that the high 
priest and the Jewish crowd had 
accepted Jesus Christ and had 
crowned him the Lord of their 
hearts. Who can conceive the 
difference that decision would 
have made? No man liveth to 
himself. No man can confine the 
consequences of his conduct to 
himself.

In view of these solemn 
considerations, I want to ask you, 
“What will you do with the blessed 
Saviour, and what will you do 
with him now?” There are several 
courses open to you. What will you 
do with him? Not what have you 
done? What are you intending to do 
– in the future when you are dying? 
I bring him before you and demand 
an answer to my question. What 
will you do?

Road of denial
Shall I indicate a few courses? You 
can deny his divine mission – you 

bring that same blessed Saviour 
before your attention and ask the 
same question, “What will you do 
with Jesus?”

I do not say, “What shall I do?” 
that is a question that was settled 
a long time back. Sixty-seven years 
ago I laid myself at his feet and 
took him to my heart. I have never 
regretted that consecration. I never 
shall. Out of it wonderful things 
have grown.

It is not what shall I do with 
Jesus, but what will you do with 
him? Can I help you to the right 
decision? 

What course to take?
You must do something with 
him. Neutrality is impossible. The 
possession of the opportunity for 
doing the right thing imposes the 
obligation to do it. There is no 
middle course possible here. You 
must be either for him or against 
him. You must either take him to 
your heart or reject him to your 
ruin. 

Remember that Jesus Christ 
brings you from his Father the free 
and full forgiveness for every past 
sin, reconciliation with himself, 
purity, power, happiness in life, 
happiness in death and happiness 

For the Integrity column this month, Pipeline reproduces 
General WILLIAM BOOTH's final Easter message 

before his death in 1912, one of The Salvation Army 
founder's typical inspirational challenges

WHAT WILL YOU  
DO WITH JESUS?

Jealous of the popularity of our 
Lord, ignorant of his divinity, 
hating the purity of his 
teaching, rebelling against

 the self-sacrificing character 
of his life and for other reasons, 
the high priest, chief dignitaries 
and leading citizens of Jerusalem 
resolved to compass his 
destruction.

But not having the power of 
life and death in their tribunals, 
they denounced him to Pilate, the 
Roman governor, as a religious 
impostor, a stirrer-up of strife 
and an enemy of the government, 
requesting that he be put to death.

Pilate received our Lord, 
examined the charges made against 
him, but not being able to prove 
him guilty of any offence worthy 
of death, proposed to release him. 
To the utter amazement of Pilate, 
with one voice the crowd called, 
“Release unto us Barabbas!” Rising 
from his throne and taking the 
Saviour by the hand, in order to 
better command their compassion, 
he led him forth, and asked the 
question, “What then shall I do 
with Jesus?”

Now, as Pilate led Jesus forth on 
that eventful occasion, so in spirit, 
with my heart full of reverence, I 

Honour and shame is a 
complex, complicated 
and challenging theme 
in human experience. 

This is an underlying issue affecting 
most of the struggles, aspirations, 
tensions and collaborations among 
people. 

When my husband and I were 
divisional leaders in our previous 
appointment, we felt its influence in 
the spiritual journeys of our officers 
and soldiers when we conducted 
corps and officer reviews. God 
spoke beyond the statistical records 
and review forms. When a decision 
was made to remove names from 
the soldiers’ roll, the nagging 
questions confronted my soul: 
“Why did they leave?”; “What 
have we done to keep them?” A 
more painful question was: “Why 
did they drift away from God?” 
The process reflected not only the 
spiritual health of the corps but also 
required an examination of how we 
guided and educated our soldiers 
for holy living.In this article, I will 
to discuss the effects of honour 
and shame in the complex task 
of articulating and encouraging 
holiness among our people, not 
only in the so-called shame cultures 
but also in every place where 
people grapple with a consuming 
passion for honour and the life-
threatening pain of shame. 

Shame and guilt
Psychology classifies societies as 
either shame-oriented or guilt-
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 Integrity

can say he was an impostor. There 
were plenty in those days who did 
this, and there are plenty who do 
the same thing in our day. Some 
went so far as to say he had a devil. 
What do you say to that?

No, that does not suit you. 
Well, you can deny your need 
of any Saviour. You can say, “I 
have no soul. I shall have no 
hereafter,” or you can pretend that 
you have never sinned and say, 
“There'll be no judgment. I don't 
need a Saviour.” That is what the 
Sadducees said, and there are 
thousands who say the same thing 
in our day.

There is another course. You can 
openly reject him. Right or wrong, 
you can simply say, “I won't have 
him”. There are plenty who took 
this course while he was on Earth. 
They were in force that day. Instead 
of taking him to their hearts, they 
sent him to the cruel tree. Listen 
to their maddened cries. See them 
pluck the hair from his blessed 
cheeks and spit upon his sacred 
face, clothe him in mocking robes 
and try to call down curses from 
heaven on his head. They preferred 
Barabbas.

You can pretend to accept him, 
call yourself by his name, although 

your heart is far from him. There 
were any number who adopted that 
course while he was on Earth. He 
upbraided them. “Why call ye me 
Lord and do not the things which 
I say?”

What do you say about being 
an empty, powerless, worldly 
formalist? You say, “No. If I ever 
do anything with religion, I will 
have the real thing. I won't be a 
hypocrite.”

Indifference and betrayal
There is another course. You 
can treat the whole matter with 
indifference. There was a crowd in 
Jerusalem on that day who took no 
notice whatever of the affair. The 
shops were all open. The buyers 
and sellers were all busy. There 
were marriages and feasts, parties 
and amusements, all in full swing 
while the Son of God was hanging 
on the cross. These people were 
indifferent. They did not care.

Here is one more person whose 
example you may follow. What do 
you say to being a Judas? Will you 
betray and sell your Lord as Judas 
sold him? O backslider! You were 
once a soldier of the cross. Yes, 
you loved him, praised him, swore 
you would die for him and then 

deserted him. What did you leave 
your Lord for? How much did you 
get by the transaction? Judas got 30 
pieces of silver.

Make him Lord
There is one more course you can 
take, and I recommend it with all 
my heart. It has been before you 
many a day. I place it before you 
once more. It may be the last chance 
you will have of accepting it.

Accept this blessed Jesus as 
your Saviour and submit to his 
authority.

Wash every stain away in his 
blood, enthrone him in your heart 
as your King and fight for him all 
the rest of your days.

That is what I did more than 60 
years ago. Do it now!

This article was taken from the 
book Easter Through The Years – A 
War Cry Treasury

Now, as Pilate led Jesus 
forth on that eventful 

occasion, so in spirit, with 
my heart full of reverence, 

I bring that same blessed 
Saviour before your 

attention and ask the same 
question, “What will you do 

with Jesus?”

Continuing a Pipeline series written by members of The Salvation 
Army’s International Doctrine Council and entitled “Holiness 

and …”, Major ELSA OALANG provides a contextual approach 
to the theology of holiness from an Asian perspective

Honour and shame is a 
complex, complicated 
and challenging theme 
in human experience. 

This is an underlying issue affecting 
most of the struggles, aspirations, 
tensions and collaborations among 
people. 

When my husband and I were 
divisional leaders in our previous 
appointment, we felt its influence in 
the spiritual journeys of our officers 
and soldiers when we conducted 
corps and officer reviews. God 
spoke beyond the statistical records 
and review forms. When a decision 
was made to remove names from 
the soldiers’ roll, the nagging 
questions confronted my soul: 
“Why did they leave?”; “What 
have we done to keep them?” A 
more painful question was: “Why 
did they drift away from God?” 
The process reflected not only the 
spiritual health of the corps but also 
required an examination of how we 
guided and educated our soldiers 
for holy living.In this article, I will 
to discuss the effects of honour 
and shame in the complex task 
of articulating and encouraging 
holiness among our people, not 
only in the so-called shame cultures 
but also in every place where 
people grapple with a consuming 
passion for honour and the life-
threatening pain of shame. 

Shame and guilt
Psychology classifies societies as 
either shame-oriented or guilt-

General William 
Booth (1829-1912) 
is the founder 
of The Salvation 
Army
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or gain a form of security for a 
sometimes daunting future?

My attention was recently 
arrested whilst reading Tim 
Leberecht’s comment: “We live in 
times of major uncertainty. The 
doom and gloom of the economic 
crisis, the deterioration of mass 
markets, the pervasiveness of 
the digital lifestyle, and the 
fragmentation of traditional societal 
institutions are not only inducing 
anxiety but also inspiring a search 
for simplicity and noneconomic 
value systems. Consumption-
driven wealth and status are being 
replaced by identity, belonging, 
and a strong desire to contribute 
to – or to experience – something 
’meaningful’ rather than to acquire 
more things.”

Fullness of life
The Bible, of course, does address 
the most fundamental needs of and 
questions from humanity. It speaks 
to us about the purpose of our lives. 
It speaks to us about our destiny. 
It speaks to us about our eternal 
future being made secure.

It is only as we carefully read 
the Bible, as we diligently study it, 
as we meditate prayerfully on it, 
that we begin to appreciate the true 
fullness of life that can be ours if we 
will but reach out and grasp it.

In the book of Acts we find 
an account of two apostles, Peter 
and John, being hauled before the 
Sanhedrin after they had healed 
a crippled man. Peter, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, made this bold 
statement: “If we are being called to 
account today for an act of kindness 

shown to a cripple and are asked 
how he was healed, then know this, 
you and all the people of Israel: 
It is by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified 
but whom God raised from the 
dead, that this man stands before 
you healed. He is ’the stone you 
builders rejected, which has become 
the capstone.’ Salvation is found 
in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men 
by which we must be saved” (Acts 
4:9-12 NIV 1984).

Unique message
There is nothing more important 
in this life than for us to discover 
the truth that indeed, “Salvation is 
found in no one else”.

 The Christian message is 
unique, because this message is not 
merely about a set of doctrines and 
beliefs. It is not about religion.

 Rather it is about the living 
man, Jesus Christ.

 We celebrate a risen Lord and 
Saviour. In him alone we find 
peace, joy, and assurance regarding 
our eternal future.

 May this be your personal and 
daily experience!

At Easter, in remembering 
the death and bodily 
resurrection of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

we celebrate a most important 
event within the Church calendar.

 This event is significant for, 
in witnessing to the fact that Jesus 
did not remain in the tomb but 
rose from the dead, it points to 
the promise that one day we, too, 
can thereby rise to eternal life. 
It is important to recognise that 
whilst we reside upon this earth 
in physical bodies, we are also 
spiritual beings intended to live for 
eternity. 

In too many places across 
the globe, a resolute turning to 
materialism has led to an unhealthy 
exclusion of those other key 
elements required for men and 
women to know deep and lasting 
satisfaction. Materialism can never 
address the deepest longings of our 
heart, and this superficial feature 
of too many societies around 
the world is simply incapable of 
giving true joy and freedom. Life 
is more than the accumulation of 
possessions and many individuals 
today, despite owning so much, 
remain unsatisfied. 

Search for meaning
Some do earnestly seek after the 
point of and purpose for life, and 
also desire an assurance that there 
is indeed “something” after death. 
Too often, though, people look 
in the wrong place – how many 
readily consult horoscopes in an 
ultimately fruitless attempt to 
understand present unknowns, 

General André Cox 
is the world leader of 
The Salvation Army

THERE IS SALVATION  
IN NO OTHER
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“THE CHRISTIAN 
MESSAGE IS UNIQUE, 
BECAUSE THIS 
MESSAGE IS NOT 
MERELY ABOUT A SET 
OF DOCTRINES AND 
BELIEFS. IT IS NOT 
ABOUT RELIGION. 
RATHER, IT IS ABOUT 
THE LIVING MAN, 
JESUS CHRIST.”

Photo: Shairon Paterson

General’s Easter Message | Feature 
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A “Sallyman” offering a 
steaming mug of coffee 
was a welcome sight 
for worn-out Kokoda 

Trackil soldiers, many miles from 
their home and loved ones.

Keeping memories of the 
Sallyman alive, along with many 
more Kokoda tales, is World 
War Two veteran Norm Ensor, a 
volunteer guide and supporter 
of the Kokoda Track Memorial 
Walkway at Concord in Sydney. 
He and a team show around 
3000 schoolchildren through the 
memorial each year. 

One feature of the tour, Norm 
says, is pointing young visitors to 
one of five images at the memorial 
centrepiece which celebrates the 
work of the Sallyman, who offered 
support and refreshments to troops 
during World War Two.

“We had a great respect for the 
Salvos,” Norm says.

“We have tour groups from 
schools and explain to them the 
different images. One photo shows 
The Salvation Army representative 
handing out a cup of tea to the 
soldiers. We’ve been telling 
(students) about The Salvation 
Army for years – how they were 
always near the frontline to look 
after us.”

Norm enlisted just after he 
turned 17. With two brothers 
already in the armed forces, he says 
he was keen to join up to “do his 
bit.” In November 1942, Norm was 
posted to Papua New Guinea. 

“We were responsible for 
laying and maintaining a series 
of telephone lines around the 
battlefront. It was dangerous, 
because the [Japanese troops] used 
to cut all the lines and then we’d 
come back to repair them,” he says.

With his “303 rifle, tools and 
a telephone over his arm,” as a 
signalman, Norm served in the 
battles of Sanananda and Buna-
Gona. After a short return to 
Australia, he then served at the 
battle of Balikpapan, Borneo.

Norm married his fiancée 
Betty after the war, and today has 
a daughter, three grandsons and a 
number of great grandchildren. 

As well as volunteering at 
Concord to keep history alive for 
the next generation, and at the age 
of 90, Norm also serves as senior 
vice-president of the 7th Division 
AIF Association. 

One of the great comforts of his 
war years, he fondly recalls, was 
having The Salvation Army hop-
in tents and canteens on the field 
where he could get a cup of tea and 
paper to write home to his parents 
and later to his fiancée Betty. 

“If it wasn’t for The Salvation 
Army blokes during the war, I 
reckon we would have had a very 
poor time. 

“They certainly did a lot of good 
work up there. Wonderful!” 

To take a virtual walk on the 
Kokoda walkway, or for more 
information on the walk, go to 
www.kokodawalkway.com.au o

ANZAC DAY

TOP: Norm Ensor, a World War 
Two veteran, says he has fond 

memories of The Salvation Army’s 
involvement in the war years. 

MIDDLE: Soldiers could always rely 
on The Salvation Army for a hot 

cup of tea and a chat on the battle 
frontlines. BOTTOM: The Kokoda 

Track website offers a virtual stroll 
of the walkway in Concord.

pipeline 04/2014 11
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By SIMONE WORTHING

“Norma is the heart and soul of the RSL 
here,” says Pat Fairon, president of 
Runaway Bay Returned Services 
League sub-branch on Queensland’s 

Gold Coast. “She brings the spiritual aspect into all our 
meetings, she cares for everyone and we’re so grateful 
to her for all she does.”

The Norma that Pat refers to is Norma Holmes, a 
Salvationist who serves as chaplain to the RSL club. She 
has been part of Runaway Bay RSL since it became a 
sub-branch almost 12 years ago. Prior to that, Norma 
was chaplain to Southport RSL Club and still takes part 
in their Kapyong Day services (commemorating the 
1951 Battle of Kapyong in Korea) on 24 April each year 
as a Salvation Army representative.  

“My two late husbands served in Korea, one as 
a member of the regular Army and one in K-Force,” 
Norma explains.

“Through my second husband’s involvement 
with the RSL, I also became involved. At first I started 
laying a wreath on Anzac Day as a Salvation Army 
representative. Then they asked me to pray and take 

NORMA'S CHAPLAINCY A 
LEGACY OF LOVE

part in services, and then they elected me chaplain. It’s 
been a gradual process over 10 years.”

As chaplain, Norma prays and participates in every 
special occasion and service including Anzac and 
Remembrance days. She also visits members and their 
families in hospital, goes to the monthly members’ 
meetings, and spends times with the members’ wives.

“It’s only a small club with just over 140 members, 
plus families, but I talk to everyone and keep an eye out 
for them,” she says. “We have a great rapport between 
us.

“These fellows need someone to care about them; 
there is a lot of trauma in their lives and I just try to be 
there for them when they need someone to talk to. I do 
my best to show them the love of God.

“Many of them believe in God but after seeing so 
much fighting and killing, it’s hard for them to see his 
love sometimes. Chaplains are someone they can talk 
to when they’ve tried everything but know they need 
God. I share my faith and some have made decisions 
for Christ from that.”

Norma has also conducted funerals and, as a result, 
several people attend The Salvation Army’s Gold Coast 
Temple Corps, one of them weekly. She also gives out 

12



ANZAC DAY

Last year, Runaway Bay RSL sub-branch helped 
Norma Holmes to return a simple cross worn by an 

Australian soldier killed in the Korean War in 1953.
Norma’s late husband, Dennis, had tried to carry 

its owner, critically injured Private Frank “Macca” 
McDonnell, to safety. In his dying moments, Private 
McDonnell asked Dennis for a priest so he could be 
given the last rites.

“My husband explained that this wasn’t possible, 
but that he would take the cross Macca was wearing 
and have it blessed by a priest behind Allied lines – 
which he did,” Norma explains.

The cross was given to Dennis who kept it as a 
reminder of the mate who died that day.

Eight years after Dennis passed away, Norma tried 
unsuccessfully to trace the family of Private McDonnell, 
from Bowen in Far North Queensland. 

“Instead, I presented it to the RSL in Bowen in 
memory of Macca who served his country and  
bravely gave his life for the freedom of others,” Norma 
says. “This coincided with the 60th anniversary of 
Macca’s death.”

CROSS RETURNED IN 
MEMORY OF A MATE

prayer shawls, made by corps members, to the wives 
of RSL members who have died or are facing difficult 
times.

“Because of my husbands, there is a strong link 
between me and the boys who served in Korea and we 
really do look out for and appreciate each other,” she 
says.

“On a lighter note, I enjoy the social side of my role, 
and they love the Anzac biscuits the ladies from our 
patchwork ministry make for them each year too!”

Allan Barlow, patron of Runaway Bay RSL sub-
branch, appreciates all Norma does to look after 
members and their families. “She serves us with her 
heart and soul,” he says.

“I served in Malaya and there was always a Salvo 
to talk to there. Now, Norma is here to talk to. We guys 
would do anything for the Salvos.”

Norma’s chaplaincy naturally links the RSL sub-
branch to the Gold Coast corps. The corps timbrel 
brigade and band lead the sub-branch’s Anzac Day 
march each year and, in 2013, the corps hosted a 
Remembrance Day service attended by the club’s 
president and many members. Each year, the RSL club 
makes a generous donation to the corps band.

Norma Holmes (left) her late husband Lance-
Corporal Dennis Holmes (above) in soldier’s 

uniform; Norma (right) returned the cross, worn 
by Francis “Macca” McDonnell, who was killed 

during the Korean War, to his hometown RSL in 
Bowen. Photo: Courtesy Bowen Independent
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By SIMONE WORTHING

Majors Barry and Pam Nancarrow, who retired 
from active service as Salvation Army officers 
at the end of 2012, have continued their 

association with the Australian Defence Forces, serving 
returned soldiers and their families. 

Their ongoing ministry is deeply personal, with the 
Nancarrows having served much of their officership 
in The Salvation Army’s Red Shield Defence Services 
(RSDS). In their final appointments before retiring, 
Barry was  RSDS Chief Commissioner and Pam 
Assistant Chief Commissioner.

The committee of the Gold Coast Association of 
the Australian Federation of Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated Ex Servicemen and Women Inc. (TPI) has 
appointed Barry as its chaplain and active member.

The members are open to and encourage Pam’s 
involvement on the committee as well, and respectfully 
refer to her as “Mrs Chaplain”. 

“The 220 members of TPI in the Gold Coast 
region are those who can never work again as a 
result of physical, emotional or psychological trauma 
experienced in their military service,” Barry explains.

“Nearly all members have returned from war, 
although some are tied in with other military service, 
post-traumatic stress disorder or other traumas.”

The Nancarrows meet with the committee 
fortnightly and are available for visits to returned 
servicemen and women, any business matters, and 
even to conduct funerals.

“I visit a range of members, from an 80-year-
old returned from Vietnam to a 27-year-old from 
Afghanistan,” says Barry.

“I get alongside the guys, have informal 
conversations with them, build relationships and give 

MILITARY MINISTRY DEEPLY PERSONAL FOR NANCARROWS

ANZAC DAY

them an ear where they can unload. They know they 
can trust me.”

There are also a couple of TPI women who have 
returned from conflicts overseas.

“Sadly, the numbers of TPI young men and women 
returning will only increase over time, which will 
expand our role even further,” says Barry.

The Nancarrows also accompany TPI members 
and their families on outings, which gives them 
an opportunity to get to know spouses and family 
members as well. They are the only members of the 
group that are not TPI service personnel.

In addition to this role, Barry serves as the 
ceremonial padre for Southport RSL Club.

“This is a spiritual role that involves doing the 
prayers and readings at recgonised ceremonial days 
such as Remembrance Day and D-Day services,” he 
explains. “They call me in and I work with them as 
padre for the day.” o

Major Barry 
Nancarrow 
(centre) speaks 
with defence 
force personnel 
in his role with 
The Salvation 
Army’s Red 
Shield Defence 
Services.

Majors Barry 
and Pam 
Nancarrow, with 
Lieutenant-
Colonel Miriam 
Gluyas, may be 
holding their 
retirement 
certificates but 
they continue to 
be involved with 
the Australian 
Defence Forces 
in a chaplaincy 
capacity.
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soul
food

Every Christian seems to have a favourite Bible verse that has either 
impacted them at one stage in their walk with Christ or continues to 
encourage and nourish them on their spiritual journey. In this Pipeline 
column, selected people share their favourite piece of Scripture

My Favourite Verse – Major June Grice

of the psalmists have become my prayer, 
when God seems hard to find and the 
world around me has become chaotic, sad 
or hurtful and I ask “why?”.

There are also times when I picture 
myself in the crowds around Jesus, 
listening to what he has to say to me. 
Words recorded so faithfully by his early 
followers and available to me today 
through the Scriptures.

However, among many Scripture 
verses that have meant so much to me, 
the one that is a constant is recorded in 
Jeremiah 29:11. “For I know the plans 
I have for you, says the Lord. They are 
plans for good and not for evil, to give you 
a future and a hope.”

What an encouragement this verse 
has been to me! When I am weakened 
physically by illness, emotionally by 
circumstances outside my control, or 
spiritually due to my neglect, God’s plan 

for my life still stands.
These words given to Jeremiah 

followed God’s warning of a time of 
exile for Babylon, and came to him as an 
assurance that all is in God’s plan for his 
people and he will bring good from it and 
return them home.

When times have been really tough, 
and people and circumstances have 
caused me to doubt myself and my ability 
to be used as a follower of Jesus or to see 
the light at the end of the tunnel, I have 
doubted God’s presence in it all. It is then 
that this verse comes as assurance that all 
is well, for God says to me once more, “I 
know the plans I have for you. They are 
plans for good and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.” 

God is there in all circumstances I find 
myself in and no matter what they may 
be, he weaves it into his plan for my life.

For that I am grateful.

“For I know the plans I have for 
you, says the Lord. They are plans 

for good and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.”  

(Jeremiah 29:11) 

The Scriptures remind us in 2 
Timothy 3:6 that “the whole Bible 
was given to us by inspiration 
from God and is useful to teach 

us what is true, and to make us realise 
what is wrong in our lives; it straightens 
us out and helps us do what is right.” 
(Living Bible).

Over my life I have found that to be 
so. God has brought his Word to me at 
just the right time to bless, encourage or 
challenge me, or to share with others with 
whom I journey through life.

There have been times when the words 

每一個基督徒都會有一節最喜歡的聖經金句。在他們與基督同行的某一個階段，他們的屬靈生命都曾經被那金

句所影響，或給予繼續的鼓勵和餵養。在這“管道”的專頁中，不同的人被邀請去分享他們最喜歡的經文。

邊一切都變得混沌、不開心或充滿

傷害以致我問“為什麽？”，

詩人的話語就成爲了我的禱告， 

也有時候我想象自己在圍繞耶穌的

人群中聽祂對我說什麽。早期祂的

追隨者忠誠地把話語記下來，今天

透過聖經傳給了我們。

然而，衆多的經文對我來説都

非常有意思，其中一句是耶利米書

29:11。“我知道我向你們所懷的

意念，是賜平安的意念，不是降 

災禍的意念，要叫你們末後有指

望”。  

這句經文對我來説有什麽鼓勵呢？

當我的身體患疾病，情緒被外在環

境而控制，或因我的輕視而屬靈而

變得軟弱，神對我生命仍然有計

劃。 

這些話臨到耶利米後神便警告有

段時間會被流放到巴比倫，這話臨

到耶利米是一個肯定，一切都是神

對祂子民的計劃，在其中會帶給來

好處，還把他們領回家。 

當我經歷艱辛，人事和環境讓

我懷疑自己和作爲耶穌的跟隨者

的能力或看不見隧道裏的光和完全

懷疑神的存在的時候，這句經文給

我一個好的肯定，好像神再次對我

說，“我知道我向你們所懷的意

念，是賜平安的意念，不是降災禍

的意念，要叫你們末後有指望”。 

無論我身處任何環境和環境是如

何，神都在那裏，祂把這些都編織

在祂對我生命的計劃裏。我爲此感

恩。

"我知道我向你們所懷的意
念，是賜平安的意念，不是降
災禍的意念，要叫你們末後有
指望” （耶利米書29:11）

提摩太後書3章16節提醒我們說：“

聖經都是　神所默示的（註：或

作“凡　神所默示的聖經”），於

教訓、督責、使人歸正、教導人學

義都是有益的”。 

在我的生活裏，我發現也是這

樣。神在適當的時間把祂的話語帶

給我，祝福、鼓勵或挑戰我，或與

我生命路途的夥伴分享。 

有時候當覺得找不到神和感到周

我最喜歡的經文：格斯.朱恩 （委員）
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“

”

After more than 22 years 
serving in the Attorney 
General’s Department, 
including 12 years at Tamworth 
courthouse, the justice system 
had been Lloyd Stanimirovic’s 
life. Then he and his wife, Sally, 
both Salvationists, separately 
perceived a call from God to 
full-time ministry. Pipeline’s 
NAOMI SINGLEHURST  
picks up the story

God ‘sentences’ Lloyd 
to life of service

BROUGHT 
TO 
JUSTICE
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Late last year, Lloyd 
Stanimirovic left his much-
loved court career to take 
over management of The 

Salvation Army Tamworth Family 
Store and warehouse. He says the 
new role is already allowing him to 
connect at a deeper level with those 
in need.

“There are so many wonderful 
opportunities to talk with people, 
build rapport and even pray with 
people,” Lloyd says. “Sometimes 
that connection was difficult at 
court, because the conversation 
was often fairly limited about, say, 
why someone needed an AVO 
[apprehended violence order].”  

Lloyd began his career as a 
clerical officer when he was in his 
late teens. While on the job, he 
studied law. 

In his role as Tamworth Court 
registrar, Lloyd co-ordinated staff 
and building operations. He also 
held quasi-judicial powers, which 

Tamworth Family Store | Feature 

“

”

saw him presiding over bail courts, 
considering applications for search 
warrants and regularly serving as 
local coroner. 

Although he thrived in the job, 
Lloyd says it was heartbreaking 
seeing children and young people 
in court. 

“It was a great challenge, 
particularly in bail court,” he says. 
“Seeing young people who are just 
18 or 19 and determining whether 
they should be held in custody 
and taken to an adult correctional 
centre.

“I would sit in the car park 
praying each morning for God’s 
wisdom and his strength to be 
shown in what I was doing and the 
people I was dealing with, whether 
in the courtroom or at the counter.”

Ministry provision
A Salvation Army soldier since 
2002, Lloyd often referred people 
to services such as Salvation  >>> 

TOP: Lloyd 
Stanimirovic 

and Max 
McDonald, 

the Aboriginal 
Legal Service 

liaison officer, 
chat outside 

the Tamworth 
courthouse 

where Lloyd 
worked before 

taking up his 
role as the 

manager of the 
Family Store 

and warehouse 
(below). 

Photos: Shairon 
Paterson
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Feature | Tamworth Family Store

Lloyd and his 
wife Sally with 

two of their 
five children. 

Photo: Shairon 
Paterson

Army Recovery Services or the 
Hope Centre in Tamworth. He 
says it was heartening to see 
some people who had been repeat 
offenders, turn their lives around.

A series of events, including 
his home burning down, had led 
to Lloyd falling away from his 
faith for a time. But together with 
Sally, in early 2013, he renewed his 
soldiership vows.  

After attending a Salvation 
Army women’s conference early 
last year, Sally felt a call to ministry. 
Around the same time, Lloyd 
sensed a push in the same direction. 

“When I was much younger, 
I felt God wanted me to go into 
ministry, which I ignored,” he 
says. “Then last year, I went to the 
[Salvation Army] men’s camp and 
felt God speaking to me and giving 
me the same call.”  

God’s plans
When the job at the Family Store 
and warehouse came up, Sally 
jokingly told Lloyd that she had 
found his new job. Lloyd, however, 
believed that God was showing him 
the future.

“I said to Sally, ‘I am not sure 
that it [the job] is a joke. I think that 
this is God’,” Lloyd says.  

The couple have five children 

between them. The youngest 
is three and the oldest 18 and 
attending university.

With a mortgage and Lloyd 
currently the family’s sole 
breadwinner, he admits taking a 
significant drop in pay worried 
him. It meant that he had to pray 
and truly surrender to God’s 
provision.

Lloyd hopes that his court 
experiences, especially the empathy 
and understanding he developed 
as coroner, will now equip him to 
relate to and help others. 

“As Christians we should 
naturally show compassion and 
care to other people, because we are 
just so fortunate to have Jesus and 
know what he has done for us.” o

“When I was much younger, 
I felt God wanted me to go 

into ministry, which I ignored 
... then last year I went to 

the men’s camp and felt God 
speaking to me ...”
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I remember sitting in a coffee 
shop in Brighton-Le-Sands, 
Sydney, and receiving a call, 
sharing that The Salvation 

Army had been asked to “help 
support asylum seekers” being sent 
to offshore processing centres on 
Manus Island (Papua New Guinea) 
and Nauru.

I remember working out how 
we might move forward with it 
– the discussions, the debate, the 
“yes”, the initial chaos and the 
moving forward. 

We were about to embark on 
something that The Salvation Army 
is all about – saving souls, growing 
saints, serving suffering humanity 
and transforming society.

I have reflected on the journey 
that we took on with Humanitarian 
Mission Services (HMS).

Controversial? Yes! Worthwhile? 
Absolutely!

So what did we get out of 
working on Manus Island and 
Nauru? What really happened?

1. Salvations. 
A condition of our contract with the 
Department of Immigration and 
Border Protection meant we were 
not allowed to preach the Gospel, 
but so many people were saved, 
because of the love and kindness of 
Christians.

Over time, in both Offshore 
Processing Centres (OPCs), many 
people, from many lands, have had 

an encounter with Jesus. They have 
come to know him as Lord and 
Saviour.

Our chaplains, and others, 
have shown who Jesus is, in the 
way that they have acted. People 
have wanted to know about Jesus. 
Kindness counts!

2. The opportunity to partner 
with other service providers 
and government, and to show 
that we can do that well. The 
opportunity to learn from our 
partners, and for them to learn 
from us.
This was a three-way partnership 
– other service providers, 
government and The Salvation 
Army – on both islands, with us 
taking the lead. That was never 
going to be easy.

It was the first time that the 
government had tried such a 
venture. It wasn’t always easy, but 
the idea was to make it the best 
possible experience for transferees.

So much was learned in 
partnerships, and partnerships will 
be the way of the future. Our most 
recent report shows that we have 
had 100 per cent compliance with 
the key performance indicators set 
by the government.

3. An upgraded hospital on 
Manus Island.
The people of Manus welcomed us 
to their island. It became evident 

very quickly that the hospital 
needed upgrading. The head doctor 
is a delightful man – very short in 
stature; very tall in his standing in 
the community. His hospital needed 
work. The facilities were run down. 
Premature babies were being cared 
for in rooms that needed urgent 
work. The Salvation Army stepped 
in. The project is continuing to 
happen right now. Another great 
partnership that will live on into the 
future. (see story on Page 22-23).

 
4. A group of people who signed 
up for the mission, who changed 
the world of so many because of 
their kindness and care and, in 
turn, their world was changed in 
the process.
This was not a mission for the 
faint-hearted. Conditions were very 
difficult.

Initially, people stayed in 
“dongas” (shipping containers 
converted into rooms), sharing with 
up to three other people. It was hot! 
The work was long and hard.

You only sign up if you have a 
heart to serve people and to change 
their world. 

Your heart is also changed when 
you hear the stories of others. Most 
people don’t get on a boat to go to 
another land unless their situation 
is desperate. Empathy has been 
shown by so many. 

Hearts and lives have been 
changed.

Lieutenant-Colonel MIRIAM GLUYAS reflects on the 18-month journey 
The Salvation Army took with Humanitarian Mission Services in serving 
asylum seekers on Manus Island and Nauru

Feature | Humanitarian Mission Services

An incredible journey

Manus Island

Papua New 
Guinea

Lieutenant-
Colonel 

Miriam Gluyas 
is the Chief 

Secretary for 
the Papua 

New Guinea 
Territory
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5. We attracted some amazing 
staff who are now also “Salvos” in 
the best sense of the word.
When you went to one of the 
islands, you recognised very 
quickly the quality of the people 
who served there. Salvos serve 
suffering humanity.

These people did that 
beautifully, professionally and 
from the heart. They all knew the 
mission and values of The Salvation 
Army. Some came from our corps 
and centres. Most signed up to 
work with us in the mission.

They were “Salvos” in the best 
sense of the word.

6. Nationals from Papua New 
Guinea had the opportunity to 
work, which they would never 
have had.
There are not many jobs in PNG. I 
have heard it said that in the whole 
nation there are probably only 
3000 jobs created each year. Forty 
national men and women had the 
opportunity to work with us. There 
are no Salvation Army centres 
on Manus. We were able to give 
them work that they would never 
have had – training opportunities; 
mission opportunities.

7. A group of young adults from 
PNG will have the opportunity 
to experience running in a 
marathon, something they would 
never have dreamed of.

A team of eight young adults 
– Salvationists from the PNG 
Territory – will be mentored, 
trained, run a full marathon, 
participate in a key conference, 
and learn so much, because of a 
program that has been run through 
HMS sponsorship. Thank you! You 
can’t even begin to imagine what 
that means for these young people.

8. Hearts have been  
touched a million times!
I will never forget sitting in on a 
church service with people from 
another nation, within the Manus 
Island OPC. I couldn’t understand 
a word. But I knew, clearly, that 
people were worshipping God 
with all of their heart. At the end 
of the service, I understood exactly 
what was going on. The transferees 
we were worshipping with had 
generously used their “canteen 
allowance” and had bought books 
and pencils and presented them to 
the nuns, saying, “The children of 
PNG are worse off than us. Please 
give them these gifts”.

My heart has been touched.
 

9. A modern-day diaspora has 
evolved. 
People from the nations have 
been saved, and will go back to 
their nations as Christians. They 
never knew Jesus or The Salvation 
Army before. Who knows what 
God will do with this? Standing at 

Port Moresby airport, with some 
transferees who were returning to 
their nation, I knew what was going 
on. The men looked at me in my 
uniform, said, “Salvation Army – 
very kind”, then smiled. I knew! 
They will never forget. We will 
never forget.

10. Resources have been 
given to the poorest of the 
poor people in PNG by those 
who have come our way and 
who have given freely.
Those who have come have found 
what many of us have found. The 
people of PNG are beautiful. They 
have so little but have so much. 
There has been amazing generosity 
poured on our people from those 
who have come our way. 

One very kind man came our 
way. Before leaving Australia to 
work at Manus OPC, his mother 
told him to pack extra items to give 
away to the local PNG population. 
He wondered what his mum was 
going on about. Upon arriving in 
PNG and hearing of the conditions 
of our people in PNG, he literally 
gave us the shirts off his back, to 
give to those who needed them. I 
will never forget that.

No-one can measure the 
enormity of the value of this 
journey. What have we got out of it? 
So very much!  Thank you Jesus!

Transforming a hospital >>>

Humanitarian Mission Services | Feature 

Nauru

Why did the Salvos work on 
Nauru and Manus Island?

The Salvation Army provided humanitarian support 
services for asylum seekers in the Nauru and 

Manus Island Offshore Processing Centres (OPCs) 
from August 2012 until February 2014.

The people sent to Nauru and Manus Island 
are often fleeing dangerous and life-threatening 
situations. They often arrive traumatised and in need 
of care.

As an organisation, The Salvation Army provided 
care and support without discrimination to race, 
religion, gender, ethnicity, legal status or the 
circumstances in which people arrived to Australia.

When in the OPCs, The Salvation Army was 
committed to providing care for these asylum seekers, 
regardless of politics or popularity. 

?
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Manus Island is part 
of Manus Province 
in northern Papua 
New Guinea. It is 

the largest Island of the Admiralty 
Islands, the fifth largest in PNG.

The entire province has a 
population of around 50,000 people. 
A bridge connects Los Negros to 
Manus Island and the province 
capital of Lorengau. In addition 
to its resident population, asylum 
seekers have been relocated here 
from Australia between 2001-2004 
and since 2012. The Salvation Army 
was involved in Humanitarian 
Mission services, on Manus Island, 
for about 18 months.

The island is covered in rugged 
jungles, with tropical rainforest. 
It’s the home of the emerald green 
snail, whose shells are harvested to 
be sold as jewellery.

On the island of Manus, in the 
capital Lorengau, is a hospital. 
And, in charge of that hospital is 
a doctor, one of the shortest men 
you will ever meet, who has a huge 
heart, and serves the people of that 
island in a magnificent way. His 
name is Dr Otto Numan, and he’s 
an absolute character.

If any of us, from the West, had 
visited that little hospital a few 

Lieutenant-Colonel MIRIAM GLUYAS relates the heart-warming story of how a 
group of Australian Eastern Territory volunteers and local people helped revive a 
run-down hospital on Manus Island

Transforming lives, 
transforming communities

months ago, we may have been 
horrified. By western standards, it 
left a lot to be desired. Showers that 
we wouldn’t shower in, with mould 
and stains all over them, mould 
all over the walls of rooms where 
premature babies lay, powerpoints 
that hung out of the walls, holes 
in the walls behind the sinks, and 
many other things that would be an 
OH&S nightmare.

Our people didn’t just go to 
Manus to fulfil a contract, they 
went to save souls, grow saints, 
serve suffering humanity and 
transform society.

And, after the contract was 
finished, Liz Cruickshank (the on-
island manger), Rohan McDonald 
(Manager Capital Developments 
– Aged Care), and Luke Soper 
(Development Manager, PNG), 
sent (willingly) by Sharon Callister 
(CEO Humanitarian Mission 
Services & Aged Care Plus), headed 
back to Manus, to work with the 
local community.

The local hardware store 
manager was delighted to see them. 
They bought all of the necessary 
equipment – paint, brushes, saws, 
screwdrivers, hammers, masks, 
gloves, drill, jigsaws, spirit levels, 
pliers and many other tools.

Now it was time to look for 
some workers! One of the hopes 
of the local community, that with 
a centre of asylum seekers on the 
island, it would mean that locals 
would benefit. And they have! 
Fifty locals were employed by The 
Salvation Army at the centre while 
we were there. Now there were jobs 
for the locals again, helping Liz, 
Rohan and Luke to repair and paint 
the local hospital.

One young boy, the son of one 
of the workers, managed to paint 
himself, and things that were 
never intended to be painted! 
Another worker balanced on a very 
precarious beam outside, and even 
ended up upside down.

To see these guys involved in 
work, giving them help and self-
esteem was amazing. And a great 
job was done.

Premature triplets and twins are 
no longer in a mouldy room, but in 
a freshly painted one, that is now 
looked upon with pride.

In fact, they ran out of bleach 
on the island, because all of the 
staff took such pride in their new 
building!

During the first 24 hours of 
starting the work on the hospital 
site Liz, Rohan and Luke bought 

Manus Island

Papua New 
Guinea
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bleach and vinegar to treat the 
mould at the hospital. They used 
the vinegar to kill off the mould 
spawns and the bleach to get rid of 
the mould discoloration.

By 11 o’clock the next morning 
all the shops and hardware stores 
had sold out of the products and, 
when asked, the hardware store 
owner said that people heard 
and saw how they were treating 
the mould and decided to do it 
themselves in their own homes.

How amazing is it that God 
transforms communities just by the 
witness of doing what God asked 
us to do!

More than 2000 people are 
served through the clinics that the 
doctor and his crew run each week. 
That is an extraordinary amount 
of people. They do it without fuss, 
with great compassion, and to 
the very best of their ability. Five 
doctors are involved.

We went to serve on Manus 
Island, and saw the “much, much 
more” that we could do.

It’s not just about material 
things. It’s about job creation, about 
bringing “hope and a future”, about 
lifting spirits, about engaging with 
people and allowing them to shine.

We can do this! We can 
transform lives and communities. 
There is so much to do.

And, in the process, our lives 
are transformed too. 

God does a work of the  
heart in us. o

Nauru

FROM TOP: Australian 
workers Rohan 

McDonald and Liz 
Cruickshank with Dr 

Otto Numan (far right) 
and two of his hospital 

team; Luke Soper 
and Liz Cruickshank 

with some of the 
local workers; one of 

the freshly painted 
rooms at the hospital; 

triplets sleep in a 
crib in a smelly and 

mouldy room before a 
thorough clean and a 

paint transformed  
the room.
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It hurt Gail to get her tattoo, but 
she is adamant it was worth 
it. The treble clef protected by 
angels' wings resting on the 

word “freedom” tells her life story 
– from guilt, fear and abuse, to love, 
joy and peace.

Gail Webber, who recently 
returned to The Salvation Army 
after an absence of 13 years, attends 
Caboolture Corps in Queensland. 
She is involved with music and 
Recovery Church and absolutely 
loves it.

“I prepare the music program 
for Recovery Cafe Church and I 
am the lead singer in the Sunday 
morning music group,” she happily 
explains.

“Music has always been a major 
part of my life, I’ve always loved 
it, and I believe God has called me 
back to the Army, back to music 
and that through my journey he 
has given me a peace, strength 
and freedom that I have never 
experienced before.”

Gail is a third-generation 
Salvationist and grew up in a strict 
and disciplined home. “It was a 
religious, not a Christian home, 
although Dad did his best and 
loved me in his own way,” she says 
quietly.

“In my early teens, I didn’t 

really have God in my life. I 
saw God as a strict figure. There 
was no talk of love, no hugs or 
communication in our family. It 
was all about going to the Army, 
band and timbrel practice. 

“As a teenager I rebelled, but 
had to stay in the Army against my 
will.”

Gail’s teenage years at Inala 
Corps, west of Brisbane, gave 
her the opportunity to perform 
in musicals and to sing – both of 
which she loved.

She got married and had four 
children.

Call to officership
In her early 30s, Gail felt called to 
become a Salvation Army officer. 
Soon afterwards, she and her 
husband left for the officer training 
college.

Their first appointment was at 
then East Maitland Corps. While 
there, they enrolled Bruce and 
Helen Ellicott as senior soldiers. 
The Ellicotts are now Salvation 
Army majors and the corps officers 
at Caboolture, where Gail attends.

“God certainly knew who 
to send there for me,” she says 
gratefully.

Gail struggled through her 
officership due to the stress of “a 

difficult marriage”, although she 
acknowledged there were positive 
experiences as well.

“I loved corps work because I 
could focus on my gifts – music,” 
she says.

“And in my last corps 
appointment, Caboolture, my 
dear friend Jean Fox and my now 
husband Jim, were also part of a 
healthy youth group team, which I 
loved.”

She and her first husband 
served as officers for nine years 
before their marriage dissolved and 
Gail resigned.

“It was a very dark time for 
me,” says Gail.

“I felt belittled, falsely accused 
and I was close to suicide. God put 
my four beautiful kids that I love 
dearly in front of me though, and 
that pulled me back into gear.”

For the first few years after 
Gail resigned from officership, she 
continued to attend Caboolture 
Corps.

“I didn’t want people to think 
I was guilty of all I was falsely 
accused of,” she explains.

“But people would look and 
judge me. I went to other corps too, 
but felt the same judgment.

“I felt that I could have God 
in my own home without all this, 

As a Salvation Army officer, Gail Webber hid a life of fear and abuse. It led to 
her rejecting the church but, as SIMONE WORTHING reveals, God used the 
funeral of a friend to draw her back to the Army

Simone Worthing 
is a writer for 

Pipeline and 
supplements

THAT ENDED IN
PAINFUL JOURNEYfreedom
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so I left the Army. I didn’t go back 
to any church for nearly 13 years, 
although I never completely left 
God, and he never left me.”

Over the next few years, Gail 
struggled with the aftermath of 
decades of heartache and shattered 
self-esteem.

She became very ill and called 
out to God in hospital as she faced 
some frightening medical tests and 
their potential results.

“God was there for me and that 
was the beginning of a gradual 
but deep coming back to him,” she 
shares.

Gail’s life slowly began 
changing.

She remarried and her new 
husband, Jim, supported her 
through all the medical, emotional 
and physical challenges she faced.

Her smile gradually returned 
and she began to feel encouraged, 
positive and strong.

Return to Army
Gail never thought that she would 
go back to church.

“My heart became stone with 
how people had treated me in the 
church,” she says.

God, though, had other plans.
Two years ago, Dorothy 

Sketcher, a friend of Gail’s when 

she was an officer at Caboolture, 
died and Gail wanted to go to the 
funeral.

“It was a big thing for me to 
go on my own, but the day wasn’t 
about me, it was Dorothy’s day,” 
she says.

Jean Fox met Gail at the door 
and made her feel welcome.

“She was just beautiful,” says 
Gail. “And there, at the funeral, 
God got me! I felt a complete peace 
and a warmth from head to toe, as 
if he was in me. I knew right away 
it was him and that it was time to 
return.” 

The following Sunday, Gail was 
back at the corps, but this time the 
journey is totally different.

“It’s all about freedom; I’m 
simply free,” she joyfully explains.

“My relationship with God has 
come alive and I’m much more in 
touch with him, in tune with him 
and trusting him more.

“Before, I was just expected to 
do everything, to be everything, 
and now I have the freedom to 
worship how I want to.”

Gail’s singing had been buried 
for many years and it took several 
months before she could start 
again.

“I started doing lines, one at a 
time, and then one Sunday I sang 

a whole song. I felt such joy, such 
freedom!” 

Singing in public was the next 
challenge, but Gail began with two 
songs at a “Red Faces” night at the 
corps and hasn’t looked back. 

She is amazed at what God has 
enabled her to do and the changes 
he has brought about in her life.

“I’m so much stronger, I’m so 
at peace and I’m free,” she says, 
smiling through tears.

“My relationship with God is 
deepening all the time. He speaks 
to me through music, through the 
songs and I feel like I’m on a cloud 
so close to him.

“I am looking forward to all he 
is continuing to do in my life.” o

“It was a very 
dark time 

for me. I felt 
belittled, falsely 

accused and 
I was close to 

suicide.”

TOP: Gail praises 
God for the 
changes he has 
made in her life 
and the peace 
and freedom 
she now 
experiences. 
ABOVE: Gail’s 
tattoo shows 
her journey 
from guilt and 
fear to love and 
freedom.
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JULIE PASSIONATE ABOUT  
HELPING NEEDY THROUGH SAID

By ESTHER PINN

There is a new face in 
The Salvation Army 
International Development 
(SAID) department at 

Territorial Headquarters in Sydney. 
Major Julie Alley (pictured 

above) has taken over as the 
new director and is passionate 
about transforming overseas 
communities.

SAID manages 52 community 
development projects across 18 
Salvation Army territories globally. 
It also oversees 24 mission support 
projects which promote the mission 
of the Army in 10 territories.

Without the generosity of 
Australians, this expansive range 
of projects would not be possible, 
says Major Alley. Salvationists, 
understandably, make up the 
majority of SAID’s supporters, a 
partnership that Major Alley wants 
to encourage and continue to 
develop.

“The Bible in Deuteronomy 
says that there will always be poor 
people, but the less number, the 
better,” says Major Alley.

The need is great and SAID has 
plenty of projects on offer for which 
funds can be raised.

“We want people who do not 
have a voice to have a voice ... 
The Salvation Army stands up for 
those people worldwide, not just in 
Australia,” she says.

Major Alley is encouraging 
Salvationists to choose to support 
SAID, because it has the expertise 
to determine who is in need and 
what that need actually is.

“When we look with our 
Western eyes looking into a 
developing country, what we think 
people need may not necessarily be 
what they need.”

For Salvationists who are 
interested in raising funds for the 
needy overseas, SAID will not only 
provide a project that matches 
your interests, but also offers 
resources for fundraising. Whether 
individuals need a poster or a 
fundraising idea, the SAID team is 
available to assist.

SAID also monitors, evaluates 
and reports on every aspect of 
each project, which is managed 
by a project officer. The SAID 
department has three project 
officers and on average they take 
overseas trips twice a year to visit 
the programs they are responsible 
for. Salvationists are guaranteed 
progress reports and photos of 
where their fundraising money has 
been spent. 

SAID also co-funds projects 
with other territories across the 
world; allowing the sharing of 
resources and high accountability 
standards.  Partnerships are vital 
to the way SAID operates. SAID 
is here as a bridge, to partner with 
both the Australian community and 

overseas communities, to help both 
of them achieve their goals. 

“Our job is to walk with both, 
not just to collect and distribute 
funds,” says Major Alley.

Major Alley also takes on a 
monitoring role when she travels 
with the Self Denial Appeal film 
crew as it prepares its annual six-
week video series.

When organising a fundraising 
project, there are a few pitfalls to 
be mindful of, says Major Alley. 
Firstly, it’s important to know when 
you can and can’t give out tax-
deductible receipts.

“We’ve got to abide by 
Australian taxation law,” she 
says. “In a nutshell, anything that 
has got to do with empowering 
a community to become self-
sustainable is tax deductable.

“As soon as the financial 
support is directed towards a 
Salvation Army corps, centre or 
officer, or towards anything that 
furthers the evangelical mission 
of The Salvation Army, is non-tax 
deductible” explains Major Julie.

When raising money for  
projects it’s also important that 
individuals have a realistic 
fundraising goal and commit to it.

If you are interested in raising 
funds, contact Betsy on 02 9266 
9774 or at betsy.pineda@aue.
salvationarmy.org. Or to sponsor 
a child through SAID, go to salvos.
org.au/said
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Salima and her family have 
been impacted by the 
Chick Effect program. Since 

receiving chickens from The 
Salvation Army International 
Development (SAID), Salima’s 
family no longer live in poverty.

“Before the project I just had a 
small vegetable patch that didn’t 
grow much, but after getting some 
chickens I am making a profit. I am 
now able to send my children to 
school,” she said.

“Through the chicken project 
I have also been able to purchase 
a cow, build a new house for my 
family and buy a plough which I 
rent out to other farmers.”

The donation of a pair of 
chickens or a goat, for a vulnerable 
family in a developing country, 
creates a ripple effect that brings a 
positive change. 

These gifts enable families to 
successfully start their own small 
enterprises in order to provide 
basic needs and education for their 
children.

Salima and her family are not 
the only people whose lives have 
changed for the better by the Chick 
Effect.

Janet says the project has given 
her the means to pay for treatment 

for her daughter, who is disabled, 
and to send her other five children 
to school. 

Sadi explains that her family no 
longer lives in poverty due to the 
Chick Effect. Through her earnings 
Sadi can now feed her family, 
buy school uniforms for her four 
children and make improvements 
to their house.

This Easter, SAID would like to 
encourage Salvationists and friends 
to help others like Salima, Janet and 
Sadi by taking part in the Chick 
Effect.

The funds collected through 
the SAID Easter campaign will 
go towards a Livestock Keeping 
Project in the regions of Tongaren, 
Webuye, Migori and Elgon in west 
Kenya.

This project will benefit 100 
families who live in communities 
where sex trafficking, school 
dropouts and poverty are prevalent.

The Livestock Keeping Project 
will provide these families with 
chickens and goats for breeding, 
the production of eggs and milk 
supplies.

Be part of the Chick Effect 
by purchasing a chicken 
for $10 or a goat for $50 at 
salvoschickeffect.org.au

CHICKEN PROJECT  
TAKES EFFECT

Salima’s life has dramatically changed for the 
better since being assisted by the Chick Effect 
program being run by The Salvation Army’s 
SAID department.
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New leaders for three 
divisions in the Australia 
Eastern Territory were 
officially installed during 
February and March. ESTHER 
PINN introduces the three 
couples who will oversee 
these divisions

ACT AND SOUTH  
NSW DIVISION
Majors Howard and Robyn 
Smartt were installed as ACT and 
South NSW Divisional leaders at 
Canberra City Corps on 2 February.

The formal installation of 
Major Howard as Divisional 
Commander and Major Robyn as 
Divisional Candidates Secretary 
and Divisional Director of Women’s 
Ministries was led by Colonel 
Richard Munn, Chief Secretary, 
who encouraged the Smartts to be 
strong in the Lord, before praying 
a blessing over them and the 
division.

Salvationist Scott Lingard led 
the congregation in Crown Him 
with Many Crowns and God of the 
Ages, both songs requested by the 
Smartts.

On behalf of the officers in the 
division, Captain Mark Everitt then 
dressed the Smartts in Salvation 
Army-branded cooking attire and 
asked them to bake a cake.

The Smartts were instructed 
to use the ingredients of officers, 
soldiers, employees, young people 
and the elderly who have served 
in the division for 130 years. They 
then presented the finished product 
of the “Best Division”.

Delwyn Craig, a soldier 
from Canberra City Corps then 
welcomed the Smartts on behalf of 
all the soldiers within the division. 

Major Robyn thanked Captain 
Mark and Delwyn for their warm 
welcome and shared her heart 
for transformation living and 
her commitment to promoting 
officership as a worthwhile 
ministry choice.

Colonel Janet Munn, Training 
Principal for The School For Officer 
Training, brought a dramatic 
presentation of the Bible passage, 
Colossians 1:15-23.

Major Howard then responded 
and said his new appointment 
“felt so right”. He encouraged the 
congregation to turn their eyes to 
Jesus through a time of prayer.

GREATER WEST DIVISION
Majors Warren and Denise 
Parkinson were installed as the 
Greater West Divisional leaders at 
Parramatta Corps on 2 February.

Commissioners James and Jan 
Condon officially installed Major 
Warren as Divisional Commander 
and Major Denise at Divisional 
Director of Women’s Ministries.

“It was a very humbling 
experience for us. Commissioner 
James had chosen a song, I 
would be Thy Holy Temple for the 
installation, which set the scene for 
the commitment and dedication 
towards God’s purpose and God’s 
direction,” Major Warren said.

The service was also an official 
welcome to the new Divisional 
Youth and Candidates Secretaries, 
Captains John and Nicole Viles.

Major Sandra Holland, Ryde 
Corps Officer, spoke on behalf of 
the officers, welcoming them to the 
division. Greg Donovan, Divisional 
Residential Appeal Coordinator, 
shared on behalf of the soldiers and 
employees.

Major Warren then gave his 
sermon, speaking on John 15. He 
encouraged the division to rely on 
God.

“I was talking about the issue of 
without him [God], I was nothing. 
Without him we can do nothing, 
without him I am nothing and 
encouraging the division to come to 
that realisation themselves that, as 
a church and as an Army, we aren’t 
able to fulfil God’s mission without 
him.”

Major Warren said he and 
Major Denise would be working to 
develop their leadership team and 
connect with corps officers who are 
completing frontline ministry.

New divisional leaders  
installed across the territory

Majors Earle and Christine Ivers 
(right) are installed as divisional 
leaders of North NSW by 
Commissioners James and Jan 
Condon.
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NORTH NSW DIVISION
Majors Earle and Christine Ivers 
were installed as North NSW 
Divisional leaders at Coffs Harbour 
Corps on 9 March.

Commissioners James and Jan 
Condon officially installed Major 
Earle as Divisional Commander 
and Major Christine as Divisional 
Director of Women’s Ministries.

The building was packed 
with Salvationists and friends 
representing corps from all across 
the division, including Ballina, 
Lismore, Nambucca, Coffs Harbour, 
Port Macquarie, Kempsey and 
Tamworth.

The Grafton Corps Band and 
the Salvo Country Band brought 
hearty praise and set a positive 
atmosphere. 

“The Commissioner [James 
Condon] himself said there was a 
real buzz in the room. There was 
energy there that was unmistakable 
and he was deeply encouraged,” 
said Major Earle.

Major Brett Gallagher, Port 
Macquarie Corps Officer, spoke 
on behalf of the division’s officers 
and Lyn Gilbert, from Grafton 
Corps, represented the soldiers and 
friends.

Major Earle gave a message and 

also launched the new divisional 
vision. The new vision, an acrostic, 
BALL (Believe Optimistically, Act 
Responsively, Live Authentically, 
Love Unconditionally) was received 
positively by the division. At the 
holiness table, little red balls were 
placed at the front to represent the 
vision.

“There was a really lovely 
moment of response from many, 
many of the congregation,” said 
Major Earle. “The little red balls 
were a reminder of what we were 
going to align ourselves to and 
numbers of people came and took 
a ball, prayed together and some 
kneeled at the Mercy Seat.”

Having just left a corps officer 
position, both Majors Earle and 
Christine are familiar with the 
hardships officers face at the 
frontline. 

They are looking to provide 
hope and support to the officers 
in all areas of the division as 
many of their congregations and 
communities are facing drought.

During the meeting, the 
Commissioner also presented 
Envoy Joel Soper with warrant of 
appointment as Territorial Envoy as 
he continues to serve as the corps 
officer at Tenterfield.

Installations | Feature 

Right from top: Commissioner 
James Condon installs 

Majors Warren and Denise 
Parkinson; Commissioner 
Jan Condon prays for the 

Parkinsons; Colonel Richard 
Munn installs Majors Howard 

and Robyn Smartt; Captain 
Mark Everitt oversees the 

‘baking of the cake’ segment.
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“N
o worries” and 
“She’ll be right, 
mate” – two 
carefree Aussie 

responses to almost any question 
and every difficult situation. But 
are they true? Do we really have no 
worries and will everything be all 
right, mate? Well, I reckon yes and 
no! 

Yes, because Jesus Christ 
actually tells us not to worry about 
our life. The Bible records Jesus 
saying that worrying isn’t at all 
helpful. He especially states that 
we mustn’t worry about the future: 
“Do not worry about tomorrow. 
Let tomorrow worry about itself” 
(Matthew 6:34 The Voice).

No, because Jesus goes on to 
say: “Living faithfully is a large 
enough task for today’ (Matthew 
6:34 The Voice). So everything will 
not just mysteriously all work out 
in a “she’ll be right, mate” way. 
Effort is required from us. We have 
to live faithfully, not selfishly or 
carelessly carefree, and this will 
take all our resources.

But what does living faithfully 
look like? What does it mean? How 
can we do it? 

Well, there’s a whole Bible 
of help just waiting for us – 66 
books of pure gold on how to live 
faithfully with God. It’s full of 

success and failure, war and peace, 
history, beautiful poetry, pithy life 
sayings, prophecy, supernatural 
events, healthy lifestyle advice, 
relational living, sacrifice and Jesus. 

As we read the Bible we learn 
that we are to be kind to others and 
to pray for them.

We are to love God and others 
just as we love ourselves. Also, it’s 
crucial that we introduce people 
to Jesus because he is the key to 
faithful living. 

Introducing everyone to Jesus 
has always been the heartbeat 
of The Salvation Army. In 1865, 
we were birthed by God for the 
full salvation of all – all of us to 
be saved from sin and saved to 
holy living through Jesus. In 2008, 
our Australia Eastern Territory 
launched the 2020 Vision and seven 
Mission Priorities to help us stay 
true to these purposes from our 
origins.

WHATEVER IT TAKES
Today our mission is presented 
within a Freedom framework. 
We’re about people finding 
Freedom – freedom through 
community, freedom through action 
and freedom through faith. 

We want people to be free to 
live as God intends – faithfully 
following him. This involves us 
joining together in community and 
sharing our faith in practical ways. 
It means that we are prepared to do 
whatever it takes to lead people to 
Jesus so they can be freed from their 
hurt, guilt, pride, arrogance and 
selfishness. “We’re about people 
finding freedom” excitingly and 
precisely encapsulates our mission.

The Mission Priorities are the 
action heart of our overall “people 
finding freedom” focus and as 
Salvationists, employees and 
volunteers compellingly carry out 
these priorities thousands upon 
thousands of people will come to 
Jesus. What a magnificent, God-
glorifying result this will be. 

The Mission Priorities provide 
avenues to effectively live faithfully 
as disciples of Jesus. They are 
calls and pathways to freedom 
bringing action. Involvement in 
them is integral for our powerful 
mobilisation within the community. 

They are: 

The Vision and Mission 
Priorities were launched within the 
overarching framework provided 
by General John Gowans: Saving 
Souls, Growing Saints and Serving 
Suffering Humanity.

Now, in 2014, at around the 
halfway mark of the 2020 Vision, 
we reaffirm our commitment to 
our foundational living faithfully 
purposes and the Vision. 

Lieut-Colonel 
Laurie 

Robertson 
is Territorial 

Secretary for 
Program

NO WORRIES,  
SHE’LL BE RIGHT, MATE!
With the Australia Eastern Territory at the halfway point of 
its 2020 Vision, Lieutenant-Colonel LAURIE ROBERTSON 
stresses the ongoing importance of the Mission Priorities in 
helping people find freedom
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No worries? Only when 
we place our trust in Jesus and 
continually give our burdens to 
him.

She’ll be right, mate? Only 
when we live faithfully in close 
relationship with God. 

1. OUR PEOPLE MARKED 
BY PRAYER AND 
HOLINESS:

For this to occur it begins 
with you and me – Bible 
study, intentionally living 
according to Jesus’ agenda as 
excellent disciples is pivotal. 
Result: Freedom in prayer and 
wonderful Christian examples.

6. YOUTH TRAINED 
AND SENT OUT TO 
FRONTLINE MISSION: 

It is vital that we identify youth 
who can be trained to reach 
their generation and beyond. 
If you, your corps or social 
mission don’t know how to 
train youth please contact your 
divisional headquarters. Result: 
Inspired youth providing 
passionate, intelligent, relevant 
God connection where it is most 
needed.

5. OUR PEOPLE 
PASSIONATE  
ABOUT BRINGING 

CHILDREN TO JESUS:  
Millions of Aussie kids are 
not hearing about Jesus. Being 
passionate but not actually 
doing anything to bring children 
to Jesus is not an option. May 
we research, plan and train to 
ensure we sensitively reach 
out to parents and children. 
Divisional headquarters provides 
mandatory training for everyone 
working with children. Result: 
Greatly increased lifelong 
disciples of Jesus.

7. SIGNIFICANT 
INCREASE OF  
NEW SOLDIERS  

AND OFFICERS:  
For there to be any hope of a 
significant increase in soldiers 
and officers the other six Mission 
Priorities have to be effectively 
operating. Combined with 
this is the example of existing 
soldiers and officers – what 
example are we to others? Result: 
Multiplication of all freedom-
bringing ministries through 
increase in spiritually healthy, 
trained and dedicated people 
resource.

2. OUR PEOPLE IN 
EVERY PLACE 
SHARING JESUS:  

Again this starts with you and 
me. Sharing our testimony of 
what God is doing in us is a 
wonderful privilege. Have we 
an up-to-date story to tell? If you 
don’t know how to tell it then ask 
someone to help you. Building 
authentic caring relationships 
is vital. Result: An upsurge in 
people hearing about Jesus and 
accepting him as Saviour. 

3. CORPS HEALTHY AND 
MULTIPLYING:  
How are we assessing 

the spiritual, strategic and 
structural health of our corps 
or social mission? Effective 
assessment tools are available, so 
ask your divisional headquarters. 
Assessments need to be linked to 
action plans for healthy change. 
Working together with other 
Salvation Army expressions 
will maximise our community 
impact. Result: More fruitful 
Kingdom connection with our 
communities.

4. OUR PEOPLE 
EQUIPPED AND 
EMPOWERED TO 

SERVE THE WORLD:  
What are we doing individually 
to equip ourselves to help those 
nearby and beyond? What does 
our corps, social mission, division 
and territory have available to 
equip and empower us? Result: 
Comprehensive, meaningful, 
helpful freedom bringing service.
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I wonder whether we as 
Salvationists are missing out 
on a wonderful opportunity 
to share the message of hope 

– the message of salvation. You 
may have noticed, as I have, that 
there appears to be an increased 
awareness of, and concern about, 
environmental issues in wider 
society.

This is an area that may be a 
positive point of resonance with 
The Salvation Army. In other 
words, to share a common concern 
for earth with those who are 
not Christians, and to reveal the 
message of love and hope that 
Jesus has for all of earth has great 
potential for growing the kingdom 
of God (literally and spiritually!).

As 22 April marks Earth Day, 
it seems an appropriate time to 
reflect on this theme. The first Earth 
Day was held on this date in 1970, 
which some credit as marking 
the beginning of the modern 
environmental movement. This 
idea of Earth Day can include a 
spiritual element. 

Religion and nature scholar 
Bron Taylor coined the term “dark 
green religion” to help describe 
“the belief that everything in 
the biosphere is interdependent, 
intrinsically valuable, and sacred.”

Taylor has also argued that 
present in dark green religion is 
“a feeling of belonging to nature 
and kinship with its diverse life 
forms, and a corresponding sense of 
responsibility for their well-being.”

What this means is that for 
many in today’s world, people who 
may not have any experiences, or 
who have had negative experiences 
with Christianity, nature can form 

a substantial part of their spiritual 
reality. Subsequently, as humanity 
lives in and is part of nature, many 
see that an ethical responsibility 
for earth lies with humanity to love 
and care for the world.

In this climate of increasing 
concern about the health 
of the planet, how does the 
Christian community, and we 
as Salvationists, encounter and 
relate to those who may identify 
or empathise with “dark green” 
thoughts? Do any Christians and 
Salvationists resonate with these 
ideas? What affinities, connections 
and understandings might there 
be? 

Creation and creator
Unfortunately, for many “dark 
green” or environmentally 
concerned people, Christianity 
may have negative connotations. 
For example, Aldo Leopold, 
considered as a leading ecologist 
and environmental ethicist of 
the 20th century, asserted that 
“conservation is getting nowhere 
because it is incompatible with our 
Abrahamic concept of land. We 
abuse land because we regard it 
as a commodity belonging to us. 
When we see land as a community 
to which we belong, we may begin 
to use it with love and respect.”

Likewise, Paul Watson, the 
founder of the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society, specifically 
noted that “Christians have 
denounced this idea as 
worshipping the creation and not 
the Creator. Yet in the name of the 
Creator, they have advocated the 
destruction of the creation.”

Many Christians also agree that 

there has been ample destruction 
of God’s creation. Perhaps this is 
partly due to a reading of scripture 
which prioritises select verses like 
Genesis 1:26-28, in which humanity 
may be understood to “dominate” 
creation, rather than the broader 
narrative we see within scriptures 
like Genesis 2, where humanity 
is seen more as being part of the 
earth, called to care and serve. 

In his book, An Inconvenient 
Text, Lutheran theologian Norman 
Habel questions whether Christians 
should re-read the Bible with all of 
God’s creation in mind.

For instance, Habel points to the 
story of Job as one where “God calls 
Job to listen, respect and be humble 
before nature – not to be arrogant.” 
Most importantly, Habel points us 
towards the way of Jesus, where 
“serving rather than dominating 
clearly stands in tension with the 
mandate to dominate in Genesis 
1.” Habel argues that “the way of 
Jesus supersedes the mandate to 
dominate.”

The Gospel, this “way of Jesus”, 
the way of the cross, indicates that 
attitudes of service and humility, 
not of power and exploitation, are 
proper responses to the grace and 
love of God. The more we live out 
“the image of God” the more we 
are likely to give a voice to the poor, 
the marginalised, but also to the 
entirety of God’s creation. 

Vital message
I wonder whether the growth in 
environmental concern is a stirring 
within the hearts – to use John 
Wesley’s distinctions – of open 
sinners, outside Christians and real 
Christians, to all join together in 

Salvationist eco-theologian MATT SEAMAN suggests the 
global increase in environmental concern may be God's way of 
providing the Church with an opportunity to share the Gospel

to   
salvation

Feature | Environment
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“What an exciting hope and 
incredible message we have, 
centred on the love of God 

brought to earth by Christ – a 
hope that we can place in none 

other than the Creator of this 
vast cosmos!”

becoming more responsible, full of 
grace and love, to care more deeply 
for all of God’s creation? Could this 
“dark green” religious movement 
have emerged because of a lack 
of care for God’s earth within the 
Church? 

Considering the views of this 
“dark green” movement may 
help motivate us, the Church, to 
live out the full, holistic nature 
of the Christian faith. May we 
also continue to aim to convey 
holiness, healing, freedom and love 
to those who might otherwise be 
antagonistic towards the prevenient 
grace of the Creator. 

Following in the way of Jesus 
is a primary degree of difference 
between “dark green” religion and 
the Christian faith. Yet, this is at the 
same time the reason to bridge the 
gap. To share and show the love of 
Christ to all is of vital importance!

What an exciting hope and 
incredible message we have, 
centred on the love of God brought 
to earth by Christ – a hope that we 
can place in none other than the 
Creator of this vast cosmos!

For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and 
on earth ... and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through 
his blood, shed on the cross. (Col 
1:16a; 20)

 Environment | Feature

WHAT'S YOUR VIEW?
What are your thoughts on the ideas 

contained within this article? If you 
have thoughts you would like to share, 

please do contact me! Also, as I have 
recently begun a PhD research project 

looking at the relationships between 
wholeness, holiness, The Salvation 

Army and God’s creation, I’d love to 
hear from you if you are interested in 

sharing your views on a range of topics 
related to my research project.  

You can take part in the research at: 
exp.psy.uq.edu.au/salvo/ or  

email me at: m.seaman@uq.edu.au 

Matt Seaman attends 
Nambour Corps and 
is The Salvation 
Army representative 
for the Qld Churches 
Environmental 
Network
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writer

Son of God
The first film to take its storyline 
from the Bible this year will also 
be the most literal. Son Of God is 
the creation of Mark Burnett, of 
Survivor and The Apprentice fame. 
However, he and his wife, Roma 
Downey, are also the Christians 
behind the celebrated television 
series The Bible. In fact, the film 
actually uses a large amount of 
material shot for that show. It 
follows familiar territory taken 
straight from the gospels, beginning 
with Jesus' humble birth and 
climaxing not with his death – a 
familiar Hollywood mistake – but 
his resurrection. It aims to be 
affirming rather than startling, 
with Diogo Morgado presenting 
a quietly confident Messiah who 
knows his mission.

Noah
By contrast, this Darren Aronofsky 
production aims to “shake up” 
people’s perceptions of what a Bible 
story is all about, if the director 
is to be believed. Russell Crowe 
stars as the patriarch charged 
with building God’s ark, though 
“defending” seems to be the most 
appropriate word. In the silence 

between God telling Noah to build 
and releasing the fountains of the 
deep, Aronofsky builds a world 
of conflict and conscience that 
is more concerned about man’s 
responsibility than Creator’s 
expectations. Aronofsky has already 
boasted to The Guardian newspaper 
that the film is “... the least biblical, 
biblical film ever made,” and 
that the plot contains, “... a huge 
[environmental] statement about 
the coming flood from global 
warming”.

 
Heaven Is For Real
And later this month – for the 
United States at least – the 
pendulum will swing back the 
other way with the intensely 
spiritual Heaven Is For Real. Based 
on the best-selling book by the 
same name, it tells the story of 
Colton Burpo, a young child who 
died in hospital and returned with 
amazing stories to tell about the 
afterlife, backed by facts he couldn’t 
possibly know.
Greg Kinnear stars as Colton’s 
father, the true focus of the film 
and the everyman who struggles 
to believe the Bible might actually 
be true. 

Hollywood’s Kingdom year

WHAT WOULD JESUS VIEW?
WITH PIPELINE CULTURE WRITER MARK HADLEY

Why does Hollywood 
like Bible stories? 

History shows some 
of its most memorable 

titles have taken their 
stories from the Good 

Book, but why do 
producers think they 

make good stories? In 
2014, actors, directors 

and distributors will go 
to work on a slate of 

productions crammed 
with Christian titles. But, 

asks Pipeline culture 
writer MARK HADLEY, 

will they be able to 
translate biblical gems 

to box office riches?
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LEFT: Diogo Morgado plays 
the Messiah in Son of God; 
RIGHT: Greg Kinnear stars as 
the father of Colton Burpo in 
Heaven Is For Real.

aim for the same broader audience 
as Noah. 

The Redemption of Cain and 
Pontius Pilate
Throughout 2014, Wil Smith will 
be developing The Redemption Of 
Cain, the biblical struggle between 
the world’s first brothers. Only 
this time, the Genesis account is 
merged with a vampire storyline. 
Meantime, Brad Pitt has been 
connected to a spirited biography 
of Pontius Pilate that leads up to 
that Roman governor’s most fateful 
judgment in Jerusalem. Millions 
might be wasted on these and other 
storylines, but Hollywood will 
spend them in 2014 and beyond 
because it knows there are more 
millions to be made.

The Bible’s attraction for 
present producers isn’t just its epic 
storylines but the presumption they 
come with in-built audiences. After 
all, the faith-based market delivered 
The Passion Of The Christ, more than 
$600 million worldwide. Likewise, 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
earned $739 million. Figures like 
these are why Paramount went to 
such extreme measures to try and 

please religious viewers, testing five 
versions of Noah before its release, 
including one that began with a 
montage of religious imagery and 
concluded with a Christian rock 
song. 

But you don’t need big 
marketing budgets or critical 
acclaim to make a memorable 
Christian film; you just have to take 
Christ seriously.

While Paramount was testing 
cuts that failed to deliver interest, 
Burnett and Downey went on a 
road trip, approaching pastors 
personally to convey their passion 
for the gospel story. As a result, the 
low-budget Son Of God managed 
to earn $26 million in its opening 
weekend, $4 million from pre-sale 
tickets.

Spectacular special effects are 
a bonus but Christian audiences 
don’t want directors like Aronofsky 
to shake up their expectations. 
They want the Saviour they 
already know, and the film to 
draw them and their friends closer 
– affirmation, not alteration. If 
Hollywood doesn’t know the hero 
of the Bible, they’re unlikely to 
convince that many to buy tickets 
to their biblical sideshows. 

Calvary
In July, Calvary will provide 
another personal lens through 
which to view the scriptures. 
Brendon Gleeson plays an Irish 
catholic priest who is targeted by 
a murderer. The reason? Because 
he’s not involved in its many 
scandals and he does take Jesus’ 
teachings seriously. Yet the priest’s 
response is to endeavour to love his 
enemy and pray for the one who 
persecutes him. As he puts it, “I 
think forgiveness has been highly 
underrated”. 

Exodus
This will be the big-budget 
successor to Noah that exchanges a 
single worldwide flood for the 10 
plagues of Egypt. Special effects 
aficionado Ridley Scott has cast 
Christian Bale as Moses in a face-off 
with Joel Edgerton as the pharaoh 
Ramses.

Scott is a vocal agnostic so it’s 
fair to assume the film will treating 
the Bible as little more than myth. 
Originally its release was timed for 
Christmas to take advantage of its 
assumed Christian interest, but it’s 
now slipped back to early 2015. No 
surprise, Exodus is now expected to 

WWVJ | Feature 
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Casey O’Brien is the 
Territorial Social Justice 
Co-ordinator

THE WORLD FOR GOD
SOCIAL JUSTICE

CASEY O’BRIEN reminds Salvationists that they are an integral part of a mighty 
movement achieving God’s purposes on a global scale

I love The Salvation Army Yearbook. Many of my 
friends tease me for my excitement at receiving 
the yearbook on my desk.

For those of you who have not yet 
experienced this gem, the yearbook is a 
publication that includes statistics, details of 
programs and success stories from The Salvation 
Army worldwide. It is a snapshot of the Army’s 
international mission in action and, in turbulent 
times, a quick flick through this book provides 
a much-needed hope and joy at the work being 
accomplished by the Army in God’s name across 
the world.

However, the yearbook is not simply a piece 
of Salvation Army propaganda – a “feel-good” 
reference for those of us who need a boost. The 
reason I love it is because it is a report on what 
is actually happening around the world. It is a 
testament to the sacrifice and effort being put in by 
officers, soldiers and workers across the world, who 
are doing their part in bringing God’s Kingdom to 
Earth.

It is the story of how God is using The Salvation 
Army today.

Unique Army
The Salvation Army is active in 126 countries 
across the world, with an almost countless number 

play – all of these are contributing to God’s global 
mission for The Salvation Army. 

This “Local Corps, Global Mission” idea is the 
very thinking behind the existence of territories and 
divisions – our operations simply became too big to 
handle through one central office. Praise God!

The model of operating locally towards a global 
mission is a great one, and it puts The Salvation 
Army in a unique position.

Global mission
We live in a world that is shrinking by the minute. 
Globalisation, technology and an increasingly 
vigilant media have made access to information 
about countries other than one’s own much more 
available.

Interactions between governments, and 
therefore countries, occur at a much more rapid 
and active pace than ever before. As a result, it is 
sometimes difficult for people to keep up with the 
goings on of not only their own country, but the rest 
of the world too.

This constant inflow of information can become 
overwhelming and, at times, the world simply 
seems too big – as if there are too many people in 
need for one person to be able to make any real 
impact.

Praise God that we are not in this on our 
own. He has raised up hundreds of thousands of 
individuals to do their part, through The Salvation 
Army, in achieving his global mission. Bit by bit, 
our little efforts contribute to God’s greater mission 
in his world. 

When Evangeline Booth wrote the words, 
“The world for God”, she was referring purely to 
the world of which she was aware. “The world” 
and our knowledge of it have expanded much 
since then, yet God has continued to raise up 
Salvationists to reach the growing need. 

Today, in 2014, let us not forget that to which 
God is calling us. Let us all declare as individuals, 
“The world for God! I’ll give my heart, I’ll do my 
part; the world for God!”.

* The Salvation Army Yearbook is available through 
Salvationist Supplies.
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“Bit by bit, our little efforts 
contribute to God’s greater 
mission in his world.” 

of corps, programs, outposts and advocacy 
efforts declaring the love of God on a daily basis. 
Additionally, the Army has been engaged at the 
United Nations since 1947, and is active there 
through its International Social Justice Commission.

The motto for the 2013 Self Denial Appeal was 
“Local Corps, Global Mission”. It is on this premise 
that The Salvation Army has operated throughout 
its existence. Our global organisation is made up of 
local engagements in thousands of communities. 

The programs and efforts that you take part in 
at your local corps are contributing to the global 
mission of The Salvation Army. The Sunday school 
class that you teach, the rough sleepers’ ministry 
that you do each week, the chaplaincy program that 
you take part in, the disaster relief soup kitchen 
that you help at, the corps band in which you 



KATHY’S PASSION FOR JUSTICE  
LEADS TO NEW YORK APPOINTMENT 
SOCIAL JUSTICE

By SIMONE WORTHING

Captain Kathy Crombie leaves for the United 
States later this month to take up a role with 
The Salvation Army’s International Social 

Justice Commission, based in New York.
Captain Crombie (pictured above) has been 

appointed as senior policy research analyst for the 
commission, her new job starting on 1 May. She 
is currently working as the director of the Army’s 
School for Multicultural Ministry in Sydney and 
associate corps officer at Auburn.

Captain Crombie, who is originally from New 
Zealand, holds a Bachelor of Applied Science, 
Master of Public Health and a Doctorate of 
Education. She has also worked in South East Asia, 
primarily in Nepal and Bhutan, and has spent 28 
years in Australia.

Her new appointment includes involvement 
with the ISJC as it represents The Salvation Army 
at the United Nations in New York and Vienna, 
staying abreast of current priorities in terms of 
injustice, and focusing on policies and strategies 
to combat injustices in the world. Her role in 
identifying field-based research opportunities will 
also be clarified as the commission consults with 
Salvation Army territories around the world. 

Captain Crombie will also focus on the 
development of resource and training materials and 
technologies, and, through the commission, identify 
ways to make a difference in global matters where 
social injustice and poverty happen.

She says social justice has always been a big 
passion. “I have always loved Isaiah 58:6, a verse 
that shows God’s heart for justice focuses on the 
oppressed and vulnerable,” she said.

“This is also reflected in one of my favourite 
quotes from the literature in this area that talks 
about social justice as finding freedom from life-
denying vulnerabilities and finding freedom for 
life-promoting opportunities.”

Seeing how God brings her background, 
experience and qualifications together with the 
mission of the commission is something Captain 
Crombie is looking forward to. The excitement 
of her new appointment is, however, tinged with 
some sadness.

“There is some sadness about leaving; after so 
many years, Australia feels like home and I will 
miss it incredibly,” she said.

As Captain Crombie packs her bags and 
prepares to leave, she is relying on God to direct her 
future. “I will follow him wherever he may lead,” 
she said.

Photo: Shairon Paterson
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Unlocking the Army’s archives

When prominent 
early Salvationist 
Evangeline Booth 
penned the words 

of the song, The World For God, 
was she a disillusioned soul 
who believed in flights of fancy, 
or a visionary who knew that 
to conquer great heights, The 
Salvation Army had to aim beyond 
the realistic? 

It may well be that a belief 
in the impossible was one of the 
primary sources of the early Army’s 
energy, passion and drive. After 
all, it had very little in the way of 
resources to draw upon; no history, 
no corporate knowledge and few 
material resources. 

Most new organisations, if they 
are to be successful, need to find an 
energy source which will empower 
both them and their people. For the 
Army, this source beyond human 
means was found in the faith and 
belief of its people in a God who 
was infinitely powerful. 

The Salvation Army believed 
the Bible to be intrinsically true and 
drew on the words of Jesus, that 
with God nothing was impossible 
(Matthew 19:26). Consequently, 
it sought to engender this view 
within its people. The truth is that 
those who reach for the stars are 
far more likely to achieve greater 
results than those who aim low. 

The Army’s international 
expansion, often quite unplanned, 

reflected its belief, nowhere more so 
than its commencement in India. 

Prototype
The down-to-earth methods 
employed by The Salvation Army 
in India exemplify this ability to 
retain its unique identity while 
embracing the local culture.

Frederick Tucker, a military 
magistrate in India who had 
resigned from the British Army 
to join General William Booth’s 
Salvation Army, was given the task 
of launching the Army in India. 

Frederick Booth-Tucker (as 
he later became known following 
his marriage to the General’s 
daughter, Emma) resolved that 
“the approach to Indians should 
be from the Indian standpoint and 
that it was no part of the business 
of a missionary to Europeanise 
Orientals. Furthermore, that for 
missionaries to live in native style 
would largely solve the financial 
problem.“ Ever since Booth-Tucker 
embraced the dress and ways of 
India’s lowest caste, taking for 
himself the Indian name of Fakir 
Singh (the Lion of God), The 
Salvation Army has shown it can 
cross ethnic barriers and identify 
with diverse cultures, yet still retain 
its unique identity. 

There is little doubt that 
William Booth not only approved 
of Booth-Tucker’s methods, but 
also saw in them a consistent and 

factual theological stance. In a letter 
encouraging his officers in India 
in their cultural approach, Booth 
wrote: “In order to conquer you 
must stoop, becoming with the 
Apostle all things to all men ... to the 
Indians you must be Indians ... Go 
to the Indians as a brother, which 
indeed you are, and show the love 
which none can doubt you feel.”

Right around the world, 
The Salvation Army established 
itself along a similar pattern and 
with similar methodology. “The 
Salvation Army established itself 
in India – without either help or 
instruction from [its headquarters 
in] London – in exactly the way in 
which the Christian Mission had 
established itself in the Old Kent 
Rd. In France, Australia and the 
United States, Salvationists were 
building on the same foundations“ 
(Roy Hattersley, Blood & Fire). There 
can be little doubt that a common 
mindset had filtered down from 
William Booth to officers and 
soldiers, emphasising the love of 
God, the equality of all men and the 
identification of the movement with 
the local culture.

This ability is influenced in 
no small way by a sweeping 
and all-inclusive internationalist 
mindset and a theology that sees 
all people as equal in the sight 
of God. Whenever Salvationists 
meet at international gatherings, 
it is evident that despite a variety 

The Salvation Army’s willingness to embrace local 
culture has been key, says Major DAVID WOODBURY, 

to its remarkable global growth

Feature | Army Archives

All things  
to all men
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of skin colours, cultures and 
languages, there exists a oneness 
of mind and spirit and a sense of 
equality and brotherhood. Not only 
do Salvationists subscribe to the 
same doctrine, they share a great 
mission and a vision of a world 
redeemed by the love of God. 

“It is one Salvation Army 
that has spread from country to 
country – it is, indeed, native to 
the whole world. In no country 
do Salvationists differ in spirit or 
practice from their comrades in 
other lands. There is no Salvation 
Army missionary society; it is 
The Salvation Army on all its 
missionary fields as in the land 
of its birth“ (Robert Sandall, The 
History of The Salvation Army).

Much of the success of the 
early Salvation Army was because 
it spoke in the language of the 
common people and integrated 
into the contemporary culture, 
a mindset it was to replicate in 
its international outreach and 
development.

 
Template
The prototype set by Booth-Tucker 

in India became the pattern for The 
Salvation Army as it encircled the 
world. Right from the earliest days 
of Salvation Army ministry in our 
region there has been a desire and 
effort to reach ethnic minorities and 
other cultures, although not always 
carried through. 

A similar mindset was part of 
the thinking of The Salvation Army 
in the Australia Eastern Territory, 
when looking to commence 
ministry in Papua New Guinea. 
While surveying the prospects for 
ministry in that country during 
September 1955, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hubert Scotney and Senior Captain 
George Carpenter underscored 
the approach to commencement 
of ministry in that culture: “The 
missionary enters a village and 
makes his home amongst the 
people. Whilst building his house 
and setting up a garden, his task is 
to make friendly relations with the 
people. They will most likely seek 
his aid for the sick and injured, and 
this will help to build up goodwill. 
He must discover something of 
their language, for until there is 
a medium of communication, he 

Frederick Booth-Tucker adopted 
Indian dress and even took on 
an Indian name, in an attempt 
to identify and minister to 
the people of that land.

cannot preach the Gospel.” 
Today, emphasis is once again 

being given to cross-cultural 
ministries in the now multicultural 
nation of Australia. In many of the 
larger cities, The Salvation Army 
has corps work that identifies with 
particular ethnic groups such as 
Chinese, Korean and Russian, 
while a number of corps have 
embraced a multicultural mindset 
and effectively accommodated 
different ethnic groups within what 
had been a classically Anglo-Saxon 
congregation. 

When the apostle Paul urged his 
Corinthian followers to “become 
all things to all men that they 
may by all means save some”, he 
would have had no concept of an 
international Salvation Army that 
would one day reach out with the 
good news of God’s love right 
across the world in a culturally 
relevant manner. But he would 
have been encouraged to know that 
almost 2000 years later, General 
William Booth would so powerfully 
reiterate his words in support 
of Salvation Army theology and 
practice.

Army Archives | Feature 
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From the coalface

L O C A L  A N D  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  N E W S

NEW CENTRES FACILITATE 
LINKS TO THE COMMUNITY

NAMBOUR
By SIMONE WORTHING

Commissioner James Condon, Territorial Commander, 
officially opened the new Salvation Army Church and 
Community Centre in Nambour last month.

The opening was part of the “New Skins” weekend that 
began with an open house and family fun day on Saturday   
1 March.

Hundreds of people from the local community, as well as 
Salvation Army corps, visited the open house and enjoyed a tour 
of the facilities; timbrel, band and Mainly Music presentations, 
and the Westpac Bank sausage sizzle.

The Nambour Corps showcased their ministry teams, as did 
other services from across the Sunshine Coast such as Moneycare 
and Employment Plus.

“The atmosphere was just wonderful and it was great to see 
such good community interest and support,” said Nambour 
Corps Officer, Lieutenant John Humbley.

Commissioner Condon opened the Centre on Sunday  
2 March. “It’s great to see the faithfulness and commitment of the 
corps to see this building project through over so many years,” he 
said.

“After such a long journey it’s a pleasure to open this centre.”
Over 300 people attended the opening, including Salvationists 

from near and far, members of the community, Peter Wellington 

caption goes here

MP, and Councillors Greg Rogerson and Jenny McKay.
The new centre features a purpose-built worship complex, 

upgraded family store, administration and welfare offices, 
Employment Plus and underground parking – all united on one 
site.

“This will make is easier for the community to access our 
programs and services,” explained Lieut Humbley. “The main 
thing from the corps point of view is that, while we have the 
same heart on the inside, we are now in a much better position to 
link people from the community to the corps.”

A combined churches service took place on the Sunday 
evening with Major Mark Campbell, South Queensland 
Divisional Commander, giving the main message.

“This was the first kind of combined service in Nambour for a 
few years, and it was just fantastic,” said Lieut Humbley. “There 
was such a feeling of unity and desire to work together.”

A “New Skins” celebration concert, featuring Steve and 
Ainsley Apirana, Mike Berris and Darin Browne, continued the 
celebrations on 8 March.

“The celebrations will finish on 9 and 10 August, when the 
Sydney Staff Songsters close the events,” said Bob Smyth, task 
force leader for the opening events.

“During the next six months other celebrations are planned - 
designed around community interest and our goals of impacting 
the community with the Gospel through relationships.”

Clockwise: Commissioner 
James Condon officially opens 
the new building in Nambour; 

Mrs Edna Hosking, the oldest 
serving soldier of the  corps, 
cuts the cake; Corps Officers 

Lieutenants Leisa and John 
Humbley, and Major Mark 

Campbell, Divisional Commander. 
Photos: Kathy Hughes
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”Apparently, at one stage, the upstairs area was an illegal 
gambling ring. There were heaps of power points in the rooms 
and I had always wondered why!

”And last week we were told it was also a brothel at one 
stage, so to be using the building now for God’s purposes is 
great.”

In his opening presentation, Lieut Paul outlined The 
Foundery’s three-point mission statement – 1. Do life, building 
relationships. 2 Explore life, exploring faith, and your greatest 
potential. 3 Experiencing life to the full (John 10:10).

”Looking down the track we want to be profitable so we can 
give people work skills. Employ people who may not  generally 
be seen as the most employable people.”

Commissioner James Condon, in his address, hinted that The 
Salvation Army’s founder, William Booth, would be proud of The 
Foundery.

”To connect with people in this age, we need to do church 
differently,” he said. ”Different to the way it’s been done before. 
And that’s the way The Salvation Army began, with William 
Booth doing it differently.

”And through The Foundery here, it’s a different way – food 
and coffee – what a great way to connect with people. I pray that 
The Foundery will see something of the Army’s vision fulfilled.”

For more information on The Foundery, go to the Port Kembla 
Mission facebook site at facebook.com/portkemblasalvos

By DEAN SIMPSON

A building which was once supposedly the site of an 
illegal gambling operation in Wollongong’s steelworks 
suburb of Port Kembla has been converted into a 
Salvation Army cafe-style church. 

Lieutenant Paul and Captain Christy Kurth run the Port 
Kembla Mission in the industrial heartland of the Illawarra, and 
on Sunday 16 March they staged the official opening of their new 
centre, called The Foundery.

The opening was attended by about 50 people, with guests 
including Australia Eastern territorial leaders, Commissioners 
James and Jan Condon, and Sydney East and Illawarra divisional 
leaders, Lieutenant-Colonels Peter and Jan Laws.

”This is the culmination of a lot of prayer and hard work,” 
said Lieut Paul. ”We aim to use this cafe as a training facility 
linking with employment agencies. Our hope is to give people 
on-the-job training so people gain the necessary skills needed for 
employability. All this while aiming to be the best cafe we can be, 
with great food and great coffee!”

The building, located near the top of the hill on Port Kembla’s 
iconic Wentworth St, was purchased two years ago and has 
undergone a major renovation from its last use as an Italian 
restaurant.

”The building has an interesting past,” Lieut Paul said. 

RIGHT: Commissioner 
James Condon leads 
the opening service 
at The Foundery; 
BELOW LEFT: 
Divisional Commander 
Lieutenant-Colonel 
Peter Laws, Port 
Kembla Mission leader 
Lieutenant Paul Kurth 
and Commissioner 
James Condon; BELOW 
MIDDLE: Lieutenant-
Colonel Jan Laws prays 
for the leadership team; 
BELOW RIGHT: Lieut 
Paul Kurth outlines The 
Foundery vision.
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New program aims at creating a generous culture

Finding freedom from financial strain is a goal of the new 
Salvation Army giving and tithing program, Generous Life.  
Generous Life encourages individuals to not only be generous 

with their finances but in every area of their lives.
“It’s a new concept of how we work with corps officers and 

leadership teams on creating a generous culture within the lives 
of the individuals within their corps,” said Major Christine 
Dickson, Generous Life Director.

“While we work more on the financial side, we focus on a 
more holistic view of a generous life that involves our time, our 
talent and our treasures.”

Major Christine and her team hope Generous Life will prevent 
Salvationists and corps members from being bound by fear and 
stress concerning their financial situations.

“We can get ourselves into a financial mess. Because you’re a 
Christian doesn’t mean you’re not influenced by materialism and 
advertising and the desire to want stuff for ourselves.

“We have a real desire for people to experience freedom from 

If you’ve ever asked if the younger 
generation is aware of, or cares about 
the needs of others, that question has 

been answered by young Patrick.
Nine-year-old Patrick Hoggett is a 

young boy who expressed, through a 
letter to Commissioner James Condon, a 
great concern for “people who are poor 
and don’t have anything” at Christmas.

Even at his young age he wanted to do 
something to help.

When asked what he wanted for 
Christmas he told Santa he wanted money 
to donate to The Salvation Army.

No one was more impressed with 
Patrick’s generosity than the Territorial 
Commander, Commissioner Condon.

Reminded of the little boy who 
willingly offered his five loaves and two 
fish when Jesus fed the crowd of 5000, 
Commissioner Condon was delighted to 
receive Patrick’s hand-written letter and 
donation of $50.

“To see such generosity from a 
compassionate spirit at such a young 
age is not only amazing, it is so very 
encouraging,” said Commissioner 
Condon.

“The spirit of giving is alive and well 
in our young people. Patrick’s heartfelt 
gesture is an example of this to us all.”

It would have been easy for Patrick 
to ask his mother to send in a donation 
to The Salvation Army but he wanted to 
make the effort himself. Patrick wrote a 
personal letter sharing his concerns for 
the welfare of those who had nothing at 
Christmas. His letter beautifully expressed 
his desire to help, even in a small way.

Little did Patrick know his generosity 

would have such a profound impact on 
the Territorial Commander. Commissioner 
Condon wanted to personally thank him 
for his donation.

Arrangements were made for Patrick 
and his mother to meet the Territorial 
Commander, along with Commissioner 
Jan Condon, at Territorial Headquarters 
earlier this year.

Just as the young boy in John chapter 
six gave his lunch to help feed the five 
thousand, Patrick gave his Christmas gift 
from Santa to help others in need. We 
applaud Patrick and his generosity and 
we are excited to see where his generous 
spirit will lead him and how many people 
he will be able to help in the years to 
come.

– Major Carolyn Harmer

Young boy’s compassion encourages Commissioner

Commissioners James and Jan Condon thank nine-year-old Patrick and his mother for his 
letter and donation to The Salvation Army.

the stress tearing them apart.”
Generous Life Coaches will visit a corps or division upon 

request and help identify any issues revolving around giving. 
The coaches will provide resources, feedback and offer advice.

“We want to see people come up with solutions themselves, 
but we are there to help,” said Major Christine.

Major Christine and her team acknowledge that a culture 
of generosity will look different in every corps due the diverse 
range of people that attend Salvation Army corps. The team is 
aiming to meet the needs of every corps and encourage a giving 
lifestyle that suits each corps’ individual dynamic.

Along with offering coaching and assistance, Major Christine 
said the program links with discipleship concepts and hopes 
individuals will be encouraged to model Jesus who showed the 
ultimate example of generosity when he lived on earth.

The name Generous Life was chosen due to its self-
explanatory nature. Major Christine said the name simply sums 
up what they are all about.
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Walkathon cheque to step up Tanzania project

Faithful servant collects with joy for 30 years

More than $66,000, raised 
through The Salvation Army 

Aged Care Plus’s 2013 Walkathon, 
was given to The Salvation Army 
International Development (SAID) 
department on 17 March.

Major Annette West, Operations 
and Personnel Administrative 
Support for Aged Care Plus, 
presented the cheque to Major 
Julie Alley, Director of SAID, at 
Territorial Headquarters.

“This is a token of our 
appreciation from Aged Care Plus 
for the work that’s done overseas, 
particularly in Tanzania, and we 
hope it will make a dent in your 
project,” Major West said.

The funds raised will go directly 
to the Army’s Kwetu and Mbagala 
Girls Home in Tanzania.

This home provides education 
and psychological support to girls 
and young women who have been 
trafficked or are at risk of being 
trafficked.

For more than 30 years Joy Holmes has diligently sat at many 
collection stations across shopping centres within NSW and 

Victoria to raise money for The Salvation Army.
While collecting donations is important to Joy, she doesn’t 

stop there. Joy takes the time to chat with shoppers and offer a 
listening ear while distributing War Cry and Kidzone magazines.

“Often people are lonely and need to talk with someone,” she 
says.

Joy first volunteered at Lithgow, then Grafton, Tarrawanna 
and Castlemaine before returning to Lithgow three years ago. 

Her collection points have been widespread due to her 
husband Barry’s work circumstances, which often led them to 
move towns.

Joy says she has enjoyed collecting for the Army at various 
locations and meeting new people over many years of volunteer 
work. Along with collecting, Joy has always set aside time to visit 
nursing homes.

While Joy and her husband are now retired, she still assists 
her husband with a service once a month at a nursing home in 
Lithgow.

From left: Betsy Pineda (SAID 
Marketing Coordinator), Major Julie 
Alley (SAID Director), Major Annette 
West (Aged Care Plus) and Naarah 
Peters (SAID Business Coordinator). 
wth the cheque.

Joy Holmes has been faithfully collecting for The Salvation Army for 
more than three decades.
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By MIRIAM ANGUS

Envoy Connie Lesar, of Tuggeranong Corps, celebrated 
her 100th birthday, in Canberra’s centenary year, on 18 
December.  

Family, friends and previous officers from Tuggeranong 
Corps travelled from interstate to attend the celebrations. 
Several family members from Canada also arrived for the 
occasion.

Envoy Lesar’s eldest grandson, Michael Lawrence, chaired 
the evening, with many family members paying tribute to 
Envoy Lesar as a loving, much valued, faithful and inspiring 
person.  Many congratulatory messages were read, including 
those from the Queen, Governor-General and Prime Minister.  

On her birthday, the ACT’s Chief Minister Katy Gallagher 

Connie brings up 100 in fine style

Envoy Connie Lesar (seated front and centre) celebrated her 100th 
birthday with friends and family in Canberra.

and local MP Gai Brodtmann, visited Envoy Lesar in her home.
Envoy Lesar was born in 1913 in South Africa. She was 

married to her much-loved husband Harold for 56 years, before 
his promotion to glory in 1996.  

Envoy Lesar has two daughters, four grandchildren, six great 
grandchildren and two great, great grandchildren. 

The Lesars arrived in Canberra from South Africa in 1976. 
This was a huge step of faith for both of them. They were the 
first houseparents at LASA (Lions and The Salvation Army) in 
Canberra where they served as envoys for six years, providing a 
positive environment for young people in need of assistance.

Envoy Connie was brought up in a Christian home and was 
eight years old when she started attending The Salvation Army 
children’s activities in Cape Town with her sister, Irene.

Following this connection with The Salvation Army, an 
officer invited her mother to Home League and she became a 
Salvationist. Fifteen years and much prayer later, her father also 
became a Salvationist.  

“My constant prayer is that the Lord will strengthen my faith 
and trust,” said Envoy Connie. “I thank God for his goodness in 
all situations, even for every trial as I believe it strengthens my 
faith.” 

When asked the secret to her longevity, she replied, “Through 
the grace of God, I am what I am”.

Tuggeranong Corps honoured Envoy Lesar as a much loved 
and highly respected member who attends church every Sunday, 
is a regular at other activities and who continually supports and 
encourages corps officers Captains Fran and Mark Everitt and 
other members.  

The congregation shared with Envoy Lesar at a special 
birthday morning tea.  

Connecting with the community is the focus of the Kempsey 
Corps’ new mobile kitchen and trailer, unveiled last month 

and already seeing active service in the local area.
“The initial vision of the corps was mobile feeding, so the 

new trailer fits that perfectly and will allow us to tap into three 
main groups – the Indigenous community, youth and the 
homeless,” said Captain Karen Keddie, Kempsey Corps Officer.

“We have already tapped into the first two, and now need to 
work out how best to approach the needs of the homeless.”

The community day launch of the new trailer in Steele Park, 
Kempsey, attracted much local interest, including that of over 50 
indigenous children.

“This was an amazing response and has generated a lot 
of excitement around future events in the community,” said 
Captain Keddie.

“We have also been invited to the Bellbrook Aboriginal 
Mission for the afternoon, which is somewhere we wanted to 
serve, so we are delighted.”

The custom-made trailer features a barbecue, fridge, coffee 
and slushy machines, popcorn maker, television and x-box 
console and is designed to meet the needs of the groups the 
corps is targeting in its outreach.

“Being able to set up a mobile trailer like this, with all its 
facilities, is going to be great for us,” said Captain Keddie.

“We are all about community and this new trailer will help 

New mobile kitchen makes 
community connection

Salvation Army Captain Karen Keddie puts the new mobile kitchen 
to good use in West Kempsey. Photo: Courtesy Macleay Argus

us get out there and reconnect with people. We are not here to 
judge people at all; we just want to help them improve their 
lives.”

The corps works closely with the Kempsey Shire and 
Aboriginal Police Liaison officers, and plans to take the trailer to 
South and West Kempsey for community events at least once a 
month. “We are very excited about our ministries,” said Captain 
Keddie.

To fund the trailer, Captain Keddie worked with former 
North NSW Divisional Commander, Major Phil McLaren, and his 
staff, to obtain a government grant of $30,000.

– Simone Worthing
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The Salvation Army’s Bee Orsini was 
one of four finalists in the recent 

2014 NSW Women of the Year Awards, 
presented on 7 March at Parliament 
House.

These awards recognise the many 
achievements of women across NSW.

Bee, school liaison officer, presenter 
and workshop facilitator for The Salvation 
Army’s Education and Outreach Initiative, 
was nominated for a new category of 
award – Harvey Norman’s Young Woman 
of the Year. This award focuses on young 
women 18-30 years of age who have 
excelled in their community-related efforts 
or aspects of their career and is proudly 
sponsored by Harvey Norman.

Bee’s citation in the official awards 
booklet states: “Bee is recognised for her 
commitment to raising awareness of youth 
homelessness and helping support and 
encourage young people.”

This year 239 nominations were 
received from across NSW, highlighting 
the outstanding achievements and 
contributions that women are making 
throughout the state. 

By NATHALIA RICKWOOD

Margaret Scott’s exceptional fundraising skills for The 
Salvation Army were recognised when presented with 
the prestigious Arthur Venn Fundraiser of the Year 

award last month.
The award from the Fundraising Institute of Australia 

acknowledges an outstanding contribution to fundraising 
in Australia and was given to Margaret at the organisation’s 
annual conference.  

The award was decided by a peer vote, and Margaret is the 
first female recipient. 

Margaret works as the Regular Giving Program Consultant 
for the Fundraising Team at the Army’s Territorial Headquarters 
in Sydney. While she has worked in fundraising for about 25 
years, Margaret only took up her Salvation Army role last June.   

The award not only reflects her own abilities and 
achievements, but also those of the organisations she  
works with.  

“Believing in the work of The Salvation Army, combined 
with a fundraising background and a willingness to contribute 
has led me to work for The Salvation Army,” she said. 

Margaret is currently writing a thesis for her Masters of 
Business postgraduate degree, looking at ways organisations 
can provide the best platforms to create fundraising success.  

She said awards like this raise awareness about fundraising 
as a profession, while adding to the reputation of an 
organisation. 

“This is where fundraising is recognised as a skill, as an art, 
and as a profession. The Salvation Army is very active in fund 
development and fundraising, and it shows that we are doing 

Margaret masters the art of fundraising 

Salvos honoured at Women of the Year awards

Margaret Scott holds her fundraiser of the year award which was 
presented by the Fundraising Institute of Australia.

something here that is recognised.”  
Territorial Fundraising Director Leigh Cleave says a strong 

commitment to best practice in fundraising means the Army 
is able to fund the mission in a sustainable way. She believes 
Margaret’s experience is an integral part of that.  

“We have a lot of wonderful young staff in our fundraising 
team. The model of someone like Margaret, who has made a 
commitment to this career and also has a passion for the mission 
of The Salvation Army, is really important,” Leigh says.

The winner was chosen by public vote.
“We are proud of Bee, what she has 

accomplished and the awareness she 
has raised and offer her our sincere 
appreciation,” said Commissioner Jan 
Condon, Territorial President of Women’s 
Ministries.

To learn more about Bee, watch 
Bee’s Journey by Anna Zhu at vimeo.
com/40278222 or listen to her 
discussion on “The Unexpected Face of 
Homelessness” at  
youtu.be/w18ZuellVts

Captain Louanne Mitchell, Manly 
Corps Officer, was also listed on the 
Honour Roll for the Local Woman of the 
Year category of these awards.

Manly MP Mike Baird nominated 
Captain Mitchell for this award, which 
recognises women who have made 
outstanding contributions and achieved 
great things in their local area.

Captain Mitchell’s citation on 
the Honour Roll states: “Louanne is 
recognised for her 24-year contribution to 
The Salvation Army and her community 
work and compassion that have helped 

the most vulnerable and disadvantaged.”
“We honour both of these women 

and thank them for representing the 
Army and its mission so well,” said 
Commissioner Condon.

Bee Orsini was a finalist at the NSW Woman 
of the Year awards. 
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Bereaved share in healing and remembrance
By NATHALIA RICKWOOD

Those bereaved by suicide shared in a healing and 
remembrance service at Territorial Headquarters in Sydney 
last month. 

ABC broadcaster John Cleary hosted the service. Territorial 
Commander Commissioner James Condon opened the 
remembrance service, offering words of comfort for those present 
and sharing his own experience with suicide. 

“The pain of losing a loved one to suicide is difficult to 
express and it never goes away. It never quite leaves you,” said 
Commissioner Condon. “But today, I hope our time together will 
be a help and will bring its own comfort as we share together in 
this way.”

Two NSW Lifekeeper Memory Quilts were on display at the 
ceremony, showing the faces of those who had taken their lives. 
Envoy Alan Staines, who helped start The Salvation Army’s 
Suicide Prevention and Bereavement Support program Hope for 
Life, briefly shared about their significance.

“The Lifekeeper Memory Quilts are tremendously powerful 
and therapeutic for the families that have honoured their loved 
ones on these quilts. These quilts show that those lost to suicide 
are so much more than just a statistic, a number, or a file in a 
coroners office, but real people with real lives behind those 
beautiful faces. They are forever stamped on the hearts, minds 
and souls of those who love them.”

Virginia Petherbridge and Diane Gaddin, two mothers 
bereaved by suicide, shared during the ceremony about their 
individual losses. 

“At the time my son passed away, I could not say the words 
suicide or funeral. It was that my son had taken his own life 
and we were having a celebration of life for him,” said Ms 
Petherbridge.

A candle ceremony was carried out, with four candles being 

SCILS Program Coordinator Jocelyn Hook 
(left), Caloundra Corps Officer Captain 
Stuart Glover, and SCILS Youth worker 
Madeline Agnew.

Greater support for struggling students 
By NAOMI SINGLEHURST

Collaboration between the 
Caloundra and Maroochydore 
corps and The Salvation Army 

Youth Outreach Service (YOS) has been 
boosted by a grant of more than $250,000 
through the Department of Education, 
Training and Employment.

While the Caloundra and 
Maroochydore corps, supported by YOS 
in Brisbane, were already working with 
a number of Sunshine Coast schools, the 
grant has enabled the Sunshine Coast 
Individualised Learning and Support 
(SCILS) Program to offer a significantly 
greater level of support to struggling or 
disengaged students from Caloundra 
High, Meridan College, Kawana 
Waters College, Mountain Creek High, 
Maroochydore High and Chancellor 
College.

The program offers 84 places for 
students in 2014 who are at risk of, or who 
have already become disengaged from 
mainstream education. It gives them the 
opportunity to enter a re-engagement 
program with their original school, or 
to enter into an alternative education 
program.

“We had ongoing conversations with 
the local coalition of school principals, 
who identified a need to provide support 
for students who were struggling, and 

their families,” said Caloundra Corps 
Officer, Captain Stuart Glover,

“Traditionally the focus on alternative 
education has been primarily on the 
student, however, we are also focusing 
on family issues, as we recognise the 
importance of the family context to 
student outcomes.”

Program delivery takes place at 
Caloundra and Maroochdore corps, with a 
qualified youth worker/case manager on 
site, plus teacher and teacher’s aide. 

Program coordinator Jocelyn Hook, 
who has also worked with The Salvation 
Army’s YOS, says offering such programs 
can be life-changing for young people 
who are facing struggles.

“Many come in with very little 
hope and not a whole lot of belief in 
themselves,” Jocelyn says. “Then, through 
connecting with them three days a week 
through a whole year and offering them 
an education, a sense of consistency and a 
positive message over that period of time, 
the change is massive.”

lit, representing grief, courage, memory and love. Loved ones 
were then invited to come forward to light a candle in memory of 
those they had lost, taking a rose as a symbol of remembrance.  

Following a light lunch, there was a presentation by Dr Diana 
Sands, Director of the Bereaved by Suicide Service. She talked 
on the topic of children bereaved by suicide, showing the DVD 
Red Chocolate Elephants for Children Bereaved by Suicide. This 
resource expresses the experience of dealing with suicide from 
the eyes of bereaved children.

Following the presentation, there was an opportunity for the 
audience to ask questions in an open forum with Dr Sands and 
Dr Noritta Morseu-Diop PhD. Dr Morseu-Diop is a researcher 
and academic specialising in forensic mental health and suicide 
within the Indigenous communities. 

If you are bereaved by suicide, or know someone who is 
bereaved by suicide and need assistance, you can contact Salvos 
Care Line on 1300 36 36 22 or visit www.suicideprevention.
salvos.org.au

Diane Gaddin shares her story at the remembrance service.
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ENROLMENTS

Corps Officer Major Andrew 
McKeown accepted two new 

adherents into the Gold Coast 
Corps family on Sunday 9 February. 

Paul Atkinson and Racquel 
Williams, along with their two 
sons Bodie and Oskar, have been 
attending the corps for the past 
eight months. Paul is also a support 
worker for The Salvation Army’s 
Gold Coast Recovery Services 

GOLD COAST 
TEMPLE CORPS

centre (Fairhaven) at Mt Tamborine. 
Racquel is also a support 
worker, and a nurse, for another 
organisation.

“It was wonderful to witness 
the acceptance of two new 
adherents into our church family,” 
said Major McKeown. “May God 
richly bless them and use them for 
his glory as they make the Gold 
Coast Temple their spiritual home.”

Paul and Racquel are planning 
on doing soldiership classes later 
this year. “We are happy and feel 
so blessed,” said Paul. “This is such 
an awesome family to be around.”

GSA’s new adherents, from left to right: Paul Brittenden, Tony McKay, Lydon 
Armstrong, Kathy Armstrong, Matty Green, Kylie Waldren and Glen Ferguson.

New adherents Paul Atkinson and Racquel Williams 
attend the Gold Coast Temple Corps.

From left: Kim, Samantha and Tony, caseworkers at 
Fairhaven, with their newly signed covenants. Lani 
Time (in background), Assistant Manager at Fairhaven, 
celebrates with the new adherents.

Bill Hunter, leader of The 
Salvation Army’s God’s Sports 

Arena (GSA), accepted seven new 
adherents on Sunday 9 March – 
Lyndon and Kathy Armstrong, 
Paul Crittenden, Glen Ferguson, 
Matty Green, Tony McKay and 
Kylie Waldren.

“Lyndon and Kathy were 
both [Salvation Army] soldiers 
in Gladstone years ago, are now 
back with the Army and call God’s 
Sports Arena their spiritual home,” 
said Bill. “They are beginning 
the journey again by becoming 
adherents. They are such an active 
part of GSA and also go each week 
to chapel at Moonyah [Brisbane 
Recovery Services centre].

“The other new adherents are 

GOD’S SPORTS ARENA – BRISBANE

all Moonyah graduates and we are 
delighted to have them as part of 
our family here.”

More than 100 people attended 
the service, which also celebrated 
the fourth anniversary of GSA.

“Our divisional leaders, Majors 
Mark and Julie Campbell, also 
came to support us and joined in 
the celebrations,” said Bill.

GOLD COAST RECOVERY 
SERVICES (FAIRHAVEN)

Major David Pullen, Territorial Mission and 
Resource Director – Recovery, recently accepted 

three new adherents at Fairhaven. Kim, Samantha and 
Tony are all caseworkers at Fairhaven.

Kim attends the Tweed Heads Corps, and Samantha 
and Tony go to the Gold Coast Temple Corps.

“I have now discovered God has a plan for me and 
that has led me to where I am today,” said Samantha. 
“I am proud to be a part of The Salvation Army and 
enrolment is a step further where I can share the 
Word and mission of the Army with others as well as 
enhancing my spiritual growth and connection with 
God.”

Tony is thankful for all the blessings he has received 
and for his acceptance as an adherent. “I am proud to 
belong to an organisation that gives its heart to God 
and hand to man,” he said.

“It was a privilege to accept these adherents and see 
them taking hold of the mission and working their way 
forward in what God has in store for them,” said Major 
Pullen.

“We have now seen four [see Gold Coast Temple 
Corps story] of our staff accept the challenge of 
membership of The Salvation Army.”
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Corps Officers Lieutenants Beth and Christian White 
recently enrolled Lynette Perry as a senior soldier. 

Major Raewyn Grigg, Lynette’s prayer partner, prayed 
with her as she signed her Soldier’s Covenant.

Lynette came to the Salvation Army through its 
Samaritan Services and joined the Glebe Corps at 
Pentecost last year.

“This was a moving and joyous time for the corps 
family as Lynette shared her powerful testimony of 
unwavering faith in the face of many major losses,” 
said Lieut Beth.

“Lynette is a woman of strong faith, having spent 
her previous years in the Catholic church. She is a 
committed volunteer at the corps and Waterloo Centre 
where she teaches classes in literacy, art, knitting and 
anything else she can.” 

ENROLMENTS

PINE RIVERS CORPS

Sunday 16 February was a day 
of celebration as Corps Officers 

Majors Rod and Leonie Ainsworth 
enrolled five senior soldiers – Craig 
Bamford, Tanu Sidhu, Kathleen 
Gwee, Karen Turner and Scott 
Schrader – and accepted two 
adherents – Ian Broderick and Mila 
Devi.

“It was an exciting day and God 
is doing a good work here,” said 
Major Leonie. “In the midst of life’s 
challenges, days like this are such 
an encouragement.

“One of the new soldiers, Tanu, 
was accepted as an adherent in 
2012 and has now moved on to 
soldiership. The two new adherents 
also see this as a stepping stone 
in their walk with the Lord and 
commitment to him.

“It was a wonderful day and 
a special time of worship where 
God’s presence was very evident.”

BELMORE CORPS

Lieutenants-Colonel Peter and 
Jan Laws, Sydney East and 

Illawarra Divisional Leaders, 
enrolled nine senior soldiers at the 
Belmore Corps on Sunday 2 March. 
The enrolment was part of a special 
meeting celebrating the corps’ 18th 
anniversary.

“Many of the new senior 
soldiers have committed their lives 
to God after living through some 
very difficult situations,” said Major 
Hwanki Kim, Associate Corps 
Officer and Chaplain Detention 
Centres and Coordinator of Korean 
Ministry.

“One of the soldiers, Kim Soo 
IL, heard the Gospel for the first 

Lieutenants Beth and Christian White congratulate 
Lynette on her enrolment as a senior soldier.

Nine soldiers were 
recently enrolled 
at Belmore Corps. 
Major Hwanki 
Kim (translator), 
Lieutenants-Colonel 
Peter and Jan Laws, and 
the new soldiers Yang, 
Jeong Kyu; Kim, Soo 
IL; Won, Se Yoon; Jung, 
Hae Yang; Choi, Mi Suk; 
Kim, Tae Hee; Oh, Jung 
Shik; Lee, Myung Sook;  
and Cho, Bu Hyun.

Majors Rod and  Leonie Ainsworth with (from left) new adherents Ian Broderick and Mila Devi, and 
new senior soldiers Craig Bamford, Tanu Sidhu, Kathleen Gwee, Karen Turner and Scott Schrader. 

GLEBE CORPS
time in the Villawood Detention 
Centre, accepted Christ, and, after 
his release, began attending the 
corps and is now enrolled.”

The president of the Korean 
Society in Sydney presented 
flowers to the corps in honour 
of their anniversary, and a local 
Korean language newspaper 
covered the event.

The Korean Corps is very 
active in the Korean community, 
especially through the brass band.  

“Our prayer is that our corps 
will continue to be a model of 
Christ in the Korean community 
and in the Australian community 
at large,” said Major Kim.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Building relationships key  
to the General’s Pakistan visit

The visit of General André Cox and 
Commissioner Silvia Cox (World 
President of Women’s Ministries) 

to Pakistan last month provided an 
opportunity to develop relationships with 
community leaders and across faith divides.

The day after arriving in the country, the 
General spent time with the Governor of 
Punjab, followed by a visit to the Badshahi 
Mosque where he met Grand Iman Maulana 
Syed Muhammad Abdul Khabir Azad. 

Two days later, on the Saturday evening 
of the General’s visit, Christian, Muslim 
and Sikh faith leaders gathered for a meal 
and to share conversation. The General 
acknowledged the importance of the event 
and said that the world needed to see and 
hear about harmonious relations like these 
within Pakistan.

During a busy schedule, the General 
and Commissioner Cox also took part in 
women’s and youth rallies which drew 
more than 1000 people, and spoke at two 
services on the Sunday.

They also opened a new entrance and 
guard house at territorial headquarters in 
Lahore, the General taking the opportunity 
to stress that while there is a need for 
security and good boundary walls, The 
Salvation Army’s doors should always be 
open to those who are in need – physically 
and spiritually – and that its relationships 
with the community and other faiths should 
be strong. 

On their final day in Pakistan, the 
international leaders visited a number of the 
Army’s centres and community projects.

General André Cox and Commissioner Silivia 
Cox (top) receive applause as they enter a rally in 
Pakistan; Cadets (above) sing their sessional song 
and display welcome placards; Commissioner Cox 
(right) is presented with colourful garlands. (More 
photos at sar.my/genpak).

International congress team issues  
prayer, Bible study challenge

Two initiatives have been announced by The Salvation 
Army’s international congress office to encourage prayer 
and Bible study ahead of next year’s Boundless gathering 

in London. 
Boundless ... the Whole World Praying is a year-long prayer 

program beginning on 1 July 2014 and concluding on the last 
day of the congress – Sunday 5 July, 2015. In a message from 
General André Cox to Salvation Army leaders, Boundless ... the 
Whole World Praying is described as “a wave of prayer that will 
roll over from one territory to another”, intentionally focusing 
Salvationists in continued united intercession for the Army, the 
world and in preparation for the congress. 

The initiative is a working out of the Army’s International 
Vision Plan mission points, “We will unite in prayer” and “We 
will deepen our spiritual life”, and the General’s message added 

that the 2015 international congress “is a timely opportunity to 
continue forward in these mission priorities”.

Salvation Army territories have been assigned specific days 
of prayer throughout the year to ensure that the anniversary 
preparations and celebrations are covered in constant prayer. Go 
to sar.my/boundlessprayer for more information.

Boundless ... the Whole World Reading is a Bible study 
challenge that starts on 5 January 2015 and runs for the whole 
year. Salvationists will be challenged to read through the 
whole of the New Testament in one year – together. Each week, 
everyone taking part in the challenge will read five chapters of 
Scripture and take time to consider discussion questions relating 
to the text. 

Resources will also be provided for children, who will 
consider one reading each week and undertake a simple activity 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Salvos help New York
gas blast victims

The Salvation Army has provided shelter and other 
assistance to people affected by a deadly gas 

explosion that destroyed two buildings in east Harlem, 
New York, last month. Eight people were killed in the 
disaster. 

At the request of the New York City Office of 
Emergency Management, and in partnership with the 
American Red Cross, The Salvation Army’s Manhattan 
Citadel Community Centre gave temporary housing to 
more than 70 displaced people. 

A resident support centre was also set up in The 
Salvation Army facility to serve as a “one-stop” location 
where affected residents could access resources and 
services from the city and state agencies.

New website for 
doctrine council

The Salvation Army’s International 
Doctrine Council now has an online 

presence at www.salvationarmy.org/
doctrine

According to the website, the 
principal purpose of the council is to 
serve the General - the Army’s world 
leader - and the global Salvation Army 
by being faithful custodians of its 
doctrinal positions.

“One of the tasks of the council 
is to consider how doctrine can be 
presented in ways that help people 
understand the Christian faith better,” 
said Commissioner Robert Street, chair 
of the council.

“In an Army working in 126 
countries there are different approaches 
to learning. We need to have a world 
vision of what is required to assist in 
people’s understanding. It isn’t by 
accident that the council has members 
from every continent.

“Essentially, the council is 
responsible to the General and gives 
consideration to subjects that need 
addressing for this age, especially as 
they relate to Salvationists. It isn’t 
always possible or wise to share each 
topic, though we hope the website 
will begin a new process of sharing 
information – and encourage comment 
and input on a variety of subjects.”

The website also contains 
information about council members 
including Australia Eastern Territory 
Chief Secretary, Colonel Richard Munn.

based on the same chapters being read by adults. Additional 
commentaries and expanded resources will be available online 
when the Bible challenge website goes live in 2015. 

“As this wave of Bible reading sweeps across The Salvation 
Army world throughout congress year, we pray that God will 
speak to us, both individually and corporately, as we take time 
to reflect on his Word,” said the General.

Meanwhile, registrations for, Boundless are now being 
accepted.

Tickets for additional events will be released in August this 
year and for individual sessions in January 2015.

Delegates can also purchase a ticket that includes a 
Travelcard, which will provide unlimited access to  
London’s public transport system.Visit www.boundless2015.org 
to register.
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Salvos Legal is a full-time, not-for profit practice which provides services to two categories of clients:

Private – these are fee paying individuals and businesses.   
Humanitarian – these are individuals ‘in need’ who are unable to afford a lawyer.  

Contact us today and have the comfort of knowing that the fees you pay go towards funding  
the provision of legal services to those in need. We help our private clients with: 

Residential and Commercial conveyancing  l  Wills and Estates  l  Business law   
Contract drafting and advice  l  Aged Care and Retirement Villages law  

Salvos Legal
85 Campbell Street

SURRY HILLS NSW 2010

Tel: 02 8202 1555
Fax: 02 9213 3920

E: enquiries@salvoslegal.com.au

Cooma Corps, Cootamundra Corps, both NSW; International 
Day of Prayer for Children (30); Delve Weekend, Exploring 
Officership, Brisbane (4-6). 
 
6-12 April 
Cowra Corps, Dee Why Corps, Deniliquin Corps, all NSW; 
Critical Incident Peer Support, THQ; Dalby Corps, Disability 
Services (SAILSS and Horton Village), both Qld. 
 
13-19 April 
India North Territory; Dooralong Transformation Centre, Dubbo 
Corps, Dulwich Hill Corps, Dural Corps, Earlwood Corps, all 
NSW; Sydney Staff Songsters UK Tour (16-30); Good Friday (18). 
 
20-26 April 
Eastlakes Corps, Fairfield Corps, both NSW; Family Tracing, 
Finance Department, all THQ; Emerald Corps, Fassifern Corps, 
both Qld; Easter Sunday (20); Anzac Day (25). 
 
27 April – 3 May 
Major Mark Watts, International Headquarters; Forest Lake 
Community Church, Gladstone Corps, both Qld; Forbes/Parkes 
Corps, Forster/Tuncurry Corps, Gill Waminda Residential Aged 
Care, Glebe Corps, all NSW. 
 
4-10 May 
Glen Haven, God’s Sports Arena, Gold Coast Recovery Services 
Centre (Fairhaven) Gold Coast Temple Corps, all Qld; Glenn 
Innes Corps, Gosford Corps, Goulburn Corps, all NSW.
 

engagement calendar 
Commissioners James (Territorial Commander)
and Jan Condon
*Bexley North: Thu 3 Apr – Retreat Day, School For Officer 
Training. 
Sydney: Mon 7 Apr – Devotional Meeting with Sydney Staff 
Songsters. 
Sydney: Tues 8 Apr – Service Recognition of THQ Employees 
United Kingdom: Thu 17-Sun 20 Apr – Easter meetings in 
Boscombe.

* Commissioner Jan Condon only

Colonel Richard Munn (Chief Secretary) 
Brisbane: Fri 4-Sun 6 Apr – Delve weekend. 
Goulburn: Sun 13 Apr – Corps visit. 
Bexley North: Thu 17 Apr – Spiritual Day Booth College. 
Gosford: Fri 18-Sun 20 Apr – Corps visit, Easter weekend.

about people
Additional Appointments
Effective 1 April: Major Denise Parkinson, Mission and Resource 
Director – Corps, The Greater West Division (pro-tem), Major 
Angela Eyles, ACT/NSW Workplace Health and Safety Officer, 
effective 1 April.
Effective 1 May: Major Edith Kardell, OHAS Administration 
Officer, Personnel Administration. 
 
Appointments
Effective 1 April: Majors Kevin and Heather Unicomb, Secretary 
for Program and Assistant Secretary Program, Papua New 
Guinea Territory; Lieutenant Craig Sutton, Assistant Officer 
– Foster House, Sydney East and Illawarra Division; Major 
Annette West, Support Officer, Aged Care Plus, Program 
Administration; Major Mark Watts, Under Secretary for 
Administration, International Headquarters.
Effective 1 May: Captain Kathy Crombie, Senior Policy Analyst, 
International Social Justice Commission, New York City; Captain 
Jennifer Stringer, Corps Officer, Leeton Corps, ACT and South 
NSW Division; Lieutenant Bronwyn Williams, Associate Corps 
Officer, Auburn Corps, Multicultural School, The Greater West 
Division; Lieutenant Ged Oldfield, Generous Life Coach NSW, 
Program Administration; Captain Neroli Radburn, Salvos Stores 
Chaplain, Business Administration.
Effective 2 May: Captains Chris and Melissa Millard, Corps 
Officers, Bundaberg Corps, Central and North Queensland 
Division. 

Bereaved 
Major Innes and Christine Stiles of their father and father-
in-law, Lieut-Colonel Roy Stiles on 28 February; Major Dirk 
Nasveld of his wife, Major Josie Nasveld on 17 March. 
 
Engagement 
Major Colin Maxwell to Jan Geaney. 
 
Promoted to glory 
Lieut-Colonel Roy Stiles on 28 February; Major Josie Nasveld on 
17 March. 
 
Retirement 
Major Heather Rose on 1 May. 

time to pray

30 March – 5 April 
Communications and Public Relations Department, Counselling 
Service, both THQ; Coolum Mission, Coomera Plant, both Qld; 

52


