NOOMA Rich Rob Bell
Introduction
NOOMA is a new format. It is short films with communicators that really speak to us.  Each NOOMA touches on issues that we care about, that we want to talk about, and it comes in a way that fits our world.  
What does NOOMA mean?  The name NOOMA is an English phonetic spelling of the Greek word pneuma, which is commonly translated to “spirit” or “breath”.

Pneumatology refers to the study of spiritual beings, particularly the interactions between humans and God.

Play DVD runtime 12 minutes
Description

There’s a popular bumper sticker that reads “God Bless America,” but hasn’t America already been blessed? It’s easy for us to fall into a mindset of viewing “our” world as “the” world, because it’s all we generally see. We’re constantly bombarded with images of the latest styles and models of everything, and it can easily leave us feeling like what we have isn’t enough because we see people that have even more than us. But how does what we have compare to what most people in the world have? Maybe what we have is enough; maybe it’s more than enough. Maybe God has blessed us with everything we have so we can bless and give to others.




Discussion

1.  What do we mean when we say God Bless?  What does it mean to be    

     blessed?

………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
2.  Do you feel blessed?

………………………………………………………………………………………
     Why or why not ………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
3.  Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19

“Now I always assumed this verse was for somebody else, I mean, especially somebody rich.” Says the speaker.

What do you generally associate with someone who is considered rich?

Do you consider yourself rich, if so why; if not why?

………………………………………………………………………………………

“Maybe you have this sense, you look around and you have this sense that you don’t have much because you see people that have even more.  But it’s a dangerous thing when we start to think that ‘our’ world is ‘the’ world.  
Is what you have, your stuff, out dated and not good enough?  Who or what do we sometimes compare with?               

4. The phase,” the God who richly provides us with everything – all we have is a gift”. Do you believe everything you own is in someway a gift from God or are there other factors?

………………………………………………………………………………………

5.   In verse 18 we’re commanded to do and be generous and willing to share what?

………………………………………………………………………………………

6.   When hearing the phrase ‘laying up treasures,’ what do you think of?

………………………………………………………………………………………

7.   Nowhere in Jesus’ teaching is it about getting more stuff. It’s not the                                                goal here on earth and it’s not the goal someday in heaven.                                                    What do you think Jesus was meaning when he said lay up treasure in heaven?

………………………………………………………………………………………

8.   Do you think it’s possible to live the kind of generosity Jesus talked about and be content?

………………………………………………………………………………………

Reflection

The best question isn’t ‘What can I get?’ To take the way of Jesus seriously, is to realise that the best question is, ‘What can I give?’, because all of us can give something – here, now, today.  

What can you do to be more generous? What is the next step for you? You have been blessed. What can you give? Who are you going to bless
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God Bless Australia





God Bless America
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