
It’s not hard to become cynical about what retailers do with the Christmas season. 
They wring the life out of it. Radio ads for a large toy retailer were heard in August 
promoting Christmas lay-bys, just as the chain stores predictably silly idea of 
Easters’ hot cross buns being for sale on January 2nd or even earlier. Think I’m 
joking? Check after New Year’s Day. 
  
So by squeezing the very breath of the spirit of Christmas they will actually make 
the Season less special, driving down the interest,  driving up the guilt to please 
someone by buying unnecessary items, finally ruining the very special significance 
of it all anyway – driving customers away. 
  
Australians already struggle with the concept of an Aussie Christmas.  We’re just 
starting to come to grips with a sunburnt reality that we’ll never have snow, reindeer 
or chestnuts roasting by the open fire.  It’ll be more like snow cones; plus a little 
rain, dear and a cheap toaster since the fire season is likely to be banned.  
  
It’s best and the worst of any of the annual seasons that we now cautiously enter. 
Only a few more weekends and Christmas is here. The potentially lonely in Logan 
dreading the emptiness they know will stare them down in their own lounge room, 
and at the other end of the tinselled scale are kids full-on with what they want for 
Christmas. It’s the list that keeps on changing. Three times an hour. If you’re lucky, 
that is. 
  
My early Christmas wish in November is that the Family Store can be a place 
where, even as a last resort, people might come to find a beautiful gift of a friendly 
face and kind word – and the directions over to a church that will love them as they 
enter, no matter who they are.  
  
I’m thinking that’s you, right? 
 
Stu - Family Store Manager 
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Trial of Faith by Oswald Chambers 

 
If you have faith as a mustard seed . . . nothing 
will be impossible for you —Matthew 17:20 
 

We have the idea that God rewards us for 
our faith, and it may be so in the initial 
stages. But we do not earn anything through 
faith— faith brings us into the right 
relationship with God and gives Him His 
opportunity to work. Yet God frequently has 
to knock the bottom out of your experience 
as His saint to get you in direct contact with 
Himself. God wants you to understand that 
it is a life of faith, not a life of emotional 
enjoyment of His blessings. The beginning 
of your life of faith was very narrow and 
intense, centered around a small amount of 
experience that had as much emotion as 
faith in it, and it was full of light and 
sweetness. Then God withdrew His 
conscious blessings to teach you to “walk 
by faith” (2 Corinthians 5:7). And you are 
worth much more to Him now than you were 
in your days of conscious delight with your 
thrilling testimony. 
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 Faith by its very nature must be tested and tried. And the real trial of faith is 
not that we find it difficult to trust God, but that God’s character must be 
proven as trustworthy in our own minds. Faith being worked out into reality 
must experience times of unbroken isolation. Never confuse the trial of faith 
with the ordinary discipline of life, because a great deal of what we call the trial 
of faith is the inevitable result of being alive. Faith, as the Bible teaches it, is 
faith in God coming against everything that contradicts Him— a faith that says, 
“I will remain true to God’s character whatever He may do.” The highest and 
the greatest expression of faith in the whole Bible is— “Though He slay me, 
yet will I trust Him” (Job 13:15). 

The trial of faith by Oswald Chambers… cont 

We are putting play on the pedestal:  The Family Empowerment Team hosted the Play 
Cave pilot over 3 weeks in October, it was a huge project to set up and pack down 
every week but it was well worth the effort. Our Vision was to capture the enthusiasm 
for play of  infants and children and  build a play space that welcomed and invited 
children and parents/ caregivers to  explore and have fun together.  

 

 
The project was a huge success, many local families commented on how enjoyable 
the experience was and how they had been inspired to play more with their children 
recognising that imaginative and creative play does not have to cost a lot of money, 
you can use everyday items from around the house.  
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