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NSW GOVERNMENT HELPS CARE LEAVERS TRAVEL TO CANBERRA 
FOR APOLOGY
The NSW Government is providing free return rail travel from anywhere in NSW for care leavers invited to attend the national apology in Canberra, Minister for Community Services Linda Burney and Minister for Transport David Campbell announced today. 
Ms Burney said the Commonwealth Government has issued invitations to care leavers in NSW to attend the National Apology to the Forgotten Australians and Former Child Migrants on Monday.

“But travelling from across the state may be beyond the means of many. That is why the Rees Government has offered free return travel from their home station to Canberra to everyone who received an invitation, along with a companion,” Ms Burney said.

Mr Campbell advised that the official invitation, issued by the Prime Minister and Jenny Macklin Federal Minister for Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, will need to be shown on booking CountryLink tickets or used in lieu of a ticket on the CityRail network.
“Care leavers should be mindful that forward and return journeys must be undertaken between Saturday 14 November and Wednesday 18 November 2009 and the offer is subject to the availability of seats,” Mr Campbell said.

On 19 September Premier Rees apologised to former care leavers who had grown up in orphanages, children’s homes and foster homes in NSW. 

After the healing service, attended by over 500 care leavers, a memorial to Forgotten Australians was unveiled in the Royal Botanic Gardens in Sydney. 

“As promised by the Premier, $9 million has been committed over the next five years to significantly enhance the support we offer to mature-aged care leavers. The funding is a practical way of helping many people who are still working through their experiences,” Ms Burney said.

“It will fund more case workers and counsellors to assist care leavers access help, including in regional areas.”

“The extra support will help Forgotten Australians improve literacy and numeracy skills and address long term physical and mental health issues. Care leavers will also be assisted to access other services and to build support networks. 

“The new funding will streamline processes for care leavers accessing personal files and records from their childhood. 

“Annual funding of $35,000 will also be provided to the Care Leavers Australia Network (CLAN) to support its valuable work as a peak advocacy organisation. 
“I am also pleased to advise those who weren’t at the service that copies of a DVD recording are currently being produced. Care leavers, past providers and support groups are able to register to receive a copy, free of charge, by contacting Community Services on 9716 2747.” 

Additional information

To register your interest in attending the Apology in Canberra and obtaining an invitation that can be used for your free train travel, please call the Federal Department of Families, Housing and Community Services on 1800 634 147. If you have already registered for the event your invitation should arrive shortly. Please call the same number with any queries. 

To book your CountryLink ticket please call 13 22 32 or visit a CountryLink accredited agent.  For further details on how and where to book CountryLink tickets visit www.countrylink.info. 
For CityRail timetable information please call 131 500 or visit www.131500.com.au.
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