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How to Use This Outline

The emphasis of this outline is on the exegetical material for the chosen passage. The emphasis of this sermon is on the following issues:
· Every child’s deepest need is to know God
· Building our ‘nests’ in God’s presence
· Praying for our children in a dangerous world
The outline will need to be customised and contextualised by each Corps Officer for the congregation to whom the sermon will be preached:
· Adding appropriate illustrations that will connect with the specific congregation

· Modifying language to be appropriate to the socio-cultural setting of the Corps
· Modifying sermon style if you prefer a topical rather than expository sermon style

· You may also wish to make the application more specific to your context.

PowerPoint slides have been provided for the following:

1. Title Slide – Introducing the Sermon
2. Scripture Slide – Psalm 84:2 (highlight verse)

3. Scripture Slide – Psalm 84:3 (highlight verse)
4. Scripture Slide – Lamentations  2:11-12 (highlight verse)
5. Scripture Slide – Lamentations  2:19 (highlight verse)

Psalm 84 (TNIV)
1How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!

2My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.
3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young— a place near your altar, Lord Almighty, my King and my God.

4Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. 

5Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.

6As they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place of springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools.

7They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion.

8Hear my prayer, Lord God Almighty; listen to me, God of Jacob.

9Look on our shield, O God; look with favor on your anointed one.

10Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

11For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.

12Lord Almighty, blessed are those who trust in you.


Lamentations 2:11-19 (TNIV)

11My eyes fail from weeping, I am in torment within; my heart is poured out on the ground because my people are destroyed, because children and infants faint in the streets of the city.
12They say to their mothers, “Where is bread and wine?” as they faint like the wounded in the streets of the city, as their lives ebb away in their mothers’ arms.
13What can I say for you? With what can I compare you, Daughter Jerusalem? To what can I liken you, that I may comfort you, Virgin Daughter Zion? Your wound is as deep as the sea. Who can heal you?

14The visions of your prophets were false and worthless; they did not expose your sin to ward off your captivity. The prophecies they gave you were false and misleading.

15All who pass your way clap their hands at you; they scoff and shake their heads at Daughter Jerusalem: “Is this the city that was called the perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole earth?”

16All your enemies open their mouths wide against you; they scoff and gnash their teeth and say, “We have swallowed her up. This is the day we have waited for; we have lived to see it.”

17The Lord has done what he planned; he has fulfilled his word, which he decreed long ago. He has overthrown you without pity, he has let the enemy gloat over you, he has exalted the horn of your foes.

18The hearts of the people cry out to the Lord. You walls of Daughter Zion, let your tears flow like a river day and night; give yourself no relief, your eyes no rest.

19Arise, cry out in the night, as the watches of the night begin; pour out your heart like water in the presence of the Lord. Lift up your hands to him for the lives of your children, who faint from hunger at every street corner.

Sermon Outline 
Introduction 
1. The 29 July 2012 is for all members of The Salvation Army throughout the world set aside as ‘the annual day of prayer for children.’  This Sunday is chosen because it falls nearest to the significant date, the 30th July 1880, when The Salvation Army first began evangelical work among children in England. The theme for this year's IDOPFC is ‘Cry of My Heart’. The cry of every heart, adult or child is for God. This year we are looking at the deepest needs of every child being met by relationship with God. We will also look at how in times of trouble and in a dangerous world we can and should cry out to God on our children’s behalf. 


2. Read Psalm 84 & Lamentations 2:11-19


Every Child’s Deepest Need is to Know God 

1. When we don’t know God loves us then we look for love in all the wrong places. The desperate longing to love and be loved is the theme of many movies and songs in our culture. And it leads people into doing unwise things. When we think we can get that kind of love from another human being it becomes easy to end relationships because the other person does not match up to God’s Position Description. A human being can never ever love us like God can. It is only God’s love that satisfies our deepest longings. Without it we are all more than a little bit crazy, however “together” we manage to appear.

2. In Psalm 84, the Psalmist talks of this deep need we have for God, “My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God” (verse 2). The depth of this hunger that is in us for God is unquenchable, and in a world that has fallen from relationship with God through sin, is enough to drive a person insane if it is not quenched by day by day walking in love with God. We can all testify to the deep need that we all have to be loved, deep down we all want to know that we are loved not for our behaviour, but for who we are. 


3. This deep hunger, this deep need is as true for children as it is for adults. Children are just as spiritual as adults, and in many cases can be more spiritually aware. Jesus taught us a number of things about children and their spiritual needs and faculties:

a. Jesus compared those who understood what God was doing in Jesus’ ministry to children: 
“I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children” (Matthew 11:25)

b. Jesus told his disciples that if they wanted to enter the Kingdom of God, then they needed to abandon their plans for greatness as they understood greatness, and instead become like a child:
“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes a humble place—becoming like this child—is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:2-4)

c. Jesus taught that anyone who welcomed a child welcomed Jesus. And that if anyone was to put a stumbling block in front of a child then they would be dealt with severely by God: 
“whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were drowned in the depths of the sea” (Matthew 18:5-6)

d. Jesus laid hands on and prayed for children, even though his disciples tried to prevent it: 
“Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them. Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’ When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there” (Matthew 19:13-15).

e. When Jesus cleansed the temple, the children cried out ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’ in praise of Jesus. The Pharisees were offended; the children could see what the Pharisees couldn’t, that Jesus was the promised Messiah. Jesus tells the Pharisees that God has ordained praise from the lips of children: 
“Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. ‘It is written,’ he said to them, ‘“My house will be called a house of prayer,” but you are making it “a den of robbers.”’ The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David,’ they were indignant. 

‘Do you hear what these children are saying?’ they asked him. 
‘Yes,’ replied Jesus, ‘have you never read, ‘ “From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise”?’” (Matthew 21:12-16)


4. From all of this we can see that it is just as possible, indeed in many ways more possible, for the cry of a child’s heart to be for God, as it is for an adult. As adults the best thing we can do for our children is to foster and encourage the cries of children’s hearts for God. We should pray that every child’s deepest need would be answered by God and God alone. 

Building Our ‘Nests’ In God’s Presence

1. Psalm 84 also points us towards a principle for how to raise godly children whose heart cry is answered by God. Verse 3 says, “Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young— a place near your altar, Lord Almighty, my King and my God”. 

2. Environmental factors play a big role in how children grow up. In a material sense we see this in many ways. For example, children who grow up in areas where land mines are in use do not always reach adulthood with all their limbs intact. Children who grow up in areas where nuclear testing has taken place often have health challenges for the rest of their lives. This is just as true in a spiritual sense as it is in a material one.

3. To a large extent we cannot shield our children entirely from the world. It is impossible to be with them every moment of every day and to check everything that may come into their world for their good or for their harm. However, in this verse, the point is made that “building our nests”, that is the place where we raise our young, “near the altar” is going to help control some of those environmental factors. Sure Christians aren’t perfect, and some bad things happen in church. However, if we seek to raise our children in the presence of God and around godly people, it is a lot safer than allowing them to play in the spiritual equivalent of a field of land mines. 

4. We’ve already looked at how children have good spiritual faculties, they are able to sense God’s presence, they are able to understand who Jesus is. So in building a nest for them in God’s presence, the most important thing we can do is encourage them to build their relationship with God directly. The influence of other godly people is important, but in the end they need to have a direct relationship with God for themselves, that they own for themselves. 

5. The faith of the parents only covers the children so far. It is far, far better for children to come into their own faith in a safe environment while they are still young, than to have to walk around in the world and learn from their first hand experiences of sin and devastation how desperately they need God. But this requires that they are allowed and encouraged to build their relationship with God directly, and not through the faith of their parents.

Praying For Our Children In A Dangerous World
1. Whilst it is the ideal that our children would come to faith before they have to go out into a dangerous world, the reality is that many children of Christian families have walked away from faith. The reality may very well be for many of us here, that our children have decided to live their lives in the way of the world. It is a terrible burden to carry, knowing that our children’s deepest needs can only be met by relationship with God through Jesus, and yet seeing them walk further and further away from him.


2. In our passage today from Lamentations, the people of Israel are experiencing some terrible things. Their nation has turned away from God and worshipped other gods. As a result God is sending them into exile. He is disciplining them for their own good, so that they will turn back to him, but in the meantime many people are suffering badly, including the children. 

3. Verses 11-12: “My eyes fail from weeping, I am in torment within; my heart is poured out on the ground because my people are destroyed, because children and infants faint in the streets of the city. They say to their mothers, ‘Where is bread and wine?’ as they faint like the wounded in the streets of the city, as their lives ebb away in their mothers’ arms.”


4. Spiritually, Australia is in very much this kind of position. More and more people are rejecting God, and are reaping a spiritual wasteland as a result. Children are fainting from spiritual hunger, they ask their parents where they can find spiritual nourishment, “Mum, Dad, where is bread and wine?” But the parents don’t know themselves. The parents don’t know that their spiritual food is Jesus and that the wine they really seek is the Spirit. As a result children hungry for Jesus and thirsty for the Holy Spirit are dying spiritually.


5. This shows us two important things. Firstly, we have to know for ourselves where the spiritual food comes from so that not only can we feed ourselves, but when children ask we know how to give them what they need.  Are we feeding on Jesus? Are we drinking of the Holy Spirit? 


6. The other thing this points us to is fervent prayer for our children. Verse 19 says, “Arise, cry out in the night, as the watches of the night begin; pour out your heart like water in the presence of the Lord. Lift up your hands to him for the lives of your children, who faint from hunger at every street corner.” When the situation is desperate we need to take a strong stand in prayer:

a. Inconveniencing ourselves – “Arise, cry out in the night” – this may mean losing some sleep

b. Pray passionately – “Pour out your heart like water in the presence of the Lord” – this means praying like we really mean it, and like we really expect God to answer

c. Trust God – “Lift up your hands to him for the lives of your children” – this means trusting that he really cares about children, and that he is able and willing to make things right

Conclusion
1. We have seen today that the deepest need of every child, the cry of a child’s heart is for God. Children are just as spiritual as adults, and in many cases can be more spiritually aware. As adults the best thing we can do for our children is to foster and encourage the cries of children’s hearts for God. We should pray that every child’s deepest need would be answered by God and God alone. 


2. Environmental factors play a big role in how children grow up. To a large extent we cannot shield our children entirely from the world. However, “building our nests”, that is the place where we raise our young, “near the altar” is going to help control some of those environmental factors. Children have good spiritual faculties, they are able to sense God’s presence and they are able to understand who Jesus is. So in building a nest for them in God’s presence, the most important thing we can do is encourage them to build their relationship with God directly. The influence of other godly people is important, but in the end they need to have a direct relationship with God for themselves, that they own for themselves.

3. Whilst it is the ideal that our children would come to faith before they have to go out into a dangerous world, the reality is that many children of Christian families have walked away from faith. The reality may very well be for many of us here, that our children have decided to live their lives in the way of the world. It is a terrible burden to carry, knowing that our children’s deepest needs can only be met by relationship with God through Jesus, and yet seeing them walk further and further away from him. As parents and adults we need to know for ourselves where to find spiritual food and drink, because if we don’t know ourselves, then we cannot feed our children. We also need to be fervent in prayer for children that are lost, knowing that God will answer.

4. Invite people to the Mercy Seat / Response 
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