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1. If we want our children to have a faith that influences the way they live their lives, then in our homes we need to be modeling faith through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 

2. As families, we need to become active in the ministries of the church, build relationships with the people and use our gifts to serve the Body.  When we do this, we’ll be blessed. 
3. Invite other Christians to your home – so your kids will see it’s normal for families to have Christian standards. 

4. [image: image2.jpg]Greet everyone with their name and a smile each morning 
5. Plan to have at least one meal together each day. 

6. Pray daily with and for your children.
7. Children need to see parents living Jesus. 
8. Memorize one Bible verse together as a family each week. 

9. Try and say 1 encouraging word to each family member every day. 

10. Find time to read with kids. 

11. Conversation starters -   “What are you thanking God for?”   “Who are you praying for?”  “What have you been reading in your Bible” 

12. Buy a special plate – whenever a child or adult has something special to celebrate (however little) use the special red plate at the table. 

13. [image: image3.wmf]Go into the world to share the good news, but first share with your family. 
14. Pass along how God has been faithful over the years to your family. 

15. How blessed we are to have the God-given opportunity to teach our children and grandchildren about the beauty of God’s creations, about life and death, and most of all about God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. (
16. Father God, raising children and grandchildren truly is an art.  Help me to put in a positive influence on these precious, pliable pieces of clay.  I truly want to be a part of molding them into children of God. 

17. [image: image4.wmf]Purchase a Bible for each of the children/grandchildren as they celebrate a certain age.   What better way to make a moment in time than by giving the wisdom of God. 
18. Corps who are committed to reaching out to families with the good news of Jesus will have the joy of seeing families worshipping together. 

19. Parenting is a long-term ministry, but one day children will have to go off on their own.  After they have gone, the character their parents built into them will guide them. 

20. The Bible as well as our own observation tells us that, most of all, children need love. 

21. Joshua 24v15 “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” 

22. What do you think about this statement? His dad always praised him for his soccer skills but never said a word of encouragement about his spiritual life. 

23. Ask God to walk beside you through every conversation with families. 

24. Raise Great Kids! 

25. Parents – don’t worry when you make mistakes.  With the right combination of love, truth, wisdom and grace, God will work it out for good. 

26. Age-specific classes are important so children are able to learn at their pace and on their level. But children can also grow by leaps and bounds as they learn about, serve, and worship God with their parents. 

27. Your family picks up very quickly that Jesus means a lot to you. 
28. [image: image5.wmf]How about you memorize one verse together as a family each week.  
29. Volunteer together as a family.  Helping others in need can bring about an incredible sense of pride and fulfillment within people.  So why not use these feelings of pride and accomplishment to help build lasting family ties and memories. 

30. Psalm 78v 4 “We will tell the next generation about the Lord’s power and his great deed and the wonderful things he has done”. 

31. Adults ask the kids questions about what they did at Kid’s Church today.
32. Talk about the importance of giving.  Family meals are a great place to have casual conversations about giving to others in need and to plan the next family volunteer event. 

33. Spend time with your family—talking, listening, and applying Bible truths to your lives and theirs.  

34. Talk or read about heroes and what it means to be one.  Heroes can be someone at a local, national, or international level.  Talking and learning about heroes helps to inspire family members to do great things with their skills and talents. 

35. [image: image6.wmf]Spend time reading Scripture together as a family.  It doesn’t have to be much, but it has to be clear that God’s Word is an important resource and part of daily life.  
36. The Bible has helped families for generations gone by and it will continue to help families for generations to come.  Will you let it help you?

37. Ultimately, the way your family functions – and whether it even survives – comes down to choosing whether you’re going to do life God’s way or the world’s way. 

38. The question is not are we passing things on to our children, but what  are we passing on to our children. 

39. Pass along how God has been faithful to your family over the years. 
40. Your actions speak louder than words.  Remember this when watching TV, when things hassle you, and showing respect to others. 

41. Parents your mission field is your home, your mission is to communicate your faith. 

42. Apologise to your children when you have done something wrong, and let them hear you confessing your sin to God in prayer.  
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43. Pray about anything and everything.  Go to God in times of stress, anger, grief, disappointment, worry, joy, anticipation, gratitude and accomplishment.  This shows your children that you are confident that God cares, hears and answers. 

44. Pray for parents, asking God to help them with this important task.  Let parents know that we are praying for them. 

45. Walk your talk. Model the things you hope to develop in your children. When you sin, admit it and seek forgiveness. Let your children watch you grow in your faith, even as you struggle with issues. Let them see by your actions as well as your words how they can grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus. 

46. So love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and strength. Memorise the laws and tell them to your children over and over again.  Talk about them all the time, whether you’re at home or walking along the road or going to bed at night, or getting up in the morning.  (Deuteronomy 6v5-7)
47. For most of us who came to faith in Jesus in our childhood.  An adult was involved.  Adults are powerfully influential in any child’s life.
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48. [image: image9.wmf]God is calling us to blaze a trail for children to find their way to Jesus.  They can then lead the church into a brighter future.
49. The majority of children learn to read successfully.  Most will cross the line where reading becomes a pleasure rather than an effort.  We should come alongside this process with the Bible.
50. “A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account was, the sort of house I lived in, or the kind of car I drove….but the world may be different because I was important in the life of a child.
51. We may be the only Christians some families ever see and we should never undervalue our role or our responsibility.
52. [image: image10.wmf]The spiritual training of your children is the most important part of their education – and something that will have limited impact if you don’t lead it.
53. Dads, you can’t escape it.  This verse is for you.  “Fathers, don’t exasperate your children by coming down hard on them.  Take them by the hand and lead them in the way of the Master” Ephesians 6v1
54. Children’s ministry takes place in the home as well as in the church.
55. Sometimes families can get on each other’s nerves.  When someone in your family is mean to another, the offender could say or write four things he or she appreciates about the other person.  
56. Share your faith history – Be a faith-shaper.
57. Don’t forget to ask the kids how they are doing.  This is a great way to help children become comfortable talking about their relationships with God.
58. Children and adults can enjoy God’s life together.
59. Talk about Jesus in front of the kids, in the car, walking along the street, washing the dishes, hanging out together.

60. If you want your life to count for God’s kingdom, there are many viable ways to use your gifts, talents and resources, However, if you want to have the greatest possible impact (ie to achieve a lasting legacy of spiritual dividends)  then  consider employing those resources in ministry to children and young people. (George Barna)
61. God wants to be involved in the lives of families.  Let them know!
62. A sign of a healthy church is one that helps all Christians, regardless of age, to discover their gifts and express them through serving in ministry.
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