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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 

 
The Salvation Army believes in the sanctity of all human life. It considers each person to be of 
infinite value, and each life a gift from God to be cherished, nurtured and preserved.  
 
The Army believes that forgiveness and transformation are possible for each human being, 
regardless of his/her past. Christ’s death is redemptive for all who have faith, making it possible for 
the worst of offenders to find new life in Christ Jesus if they are truly repentant. Long experience in 
rendering service within the criminal justice systems of many lands, and in ministering to both 
offenders and victims, and to their respective families, has confirmed the Army’s belief in the 
possibility of forgiveness and redemption for all through repentance toward God, faith in Jesus 
Christ, and regeneration by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Because of these beliefs, it would be inconsistent for the Army to support efforts to continue or 
restore capital punishment. While agreeing that wrongdoing should be adequately dealt with, 
Salvationists do not support the death penalty.  
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