THE SALVATION ARMY AUSTRALIAN TERRITORIES
POSITIONAL STATEMENT

GAMBLING

Gambling is seeking gain at the expense of others, solely on the basis of chance. The Salvation
Army is acutely aware of the suffering and deprivation experienced by many people as the result of
this practice. Our social welfare experience, indicates that many of those who gamble tend to
disregard their primary responsibilities, and not infrequently bring embarrassment and hurt to those
dependent on them. The inherent evil in gambling tends to make the financial arrangements of a
person or a community dependent on chance rather than upon a reward for labour.

Since gambling is motivated by selfishness, it runs counter to the Christian expression of love,
respect and concern for others. Often it begins in an apparently harmless way, but its continued
practice may lead to dependency that undermines the personality and character of the gambler.

Official sanction and public acceptance of this practice is, in the opinion of The Salvation Army,
contrary to the Christian principles to which we subscribe.

The Salvation Army requires its soldiers to abstain from gambling. It follows therefore that The
Salvation Army does not find it acceptable for a soldier to have a proprietary interest in the
gambling industry.
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