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Women – you do whatever it takes to bring the children to Jesus. 
Don’t forget – it is show and tell. We can tell children about Jesus but 
we must show Jesus in the way we live by being positive, happy, helpful 
and loving. Remember, the children are watching.

Just in case you are wondering why I encourage you to show and 
tell – well, it is to help make Mission Priority No. 5 a reality wherever 
you are. Also, take five minutes and read Psalm 78. Verses three 
and four are particularly relevant for us as we reach out to children 
– “Stories we heard from our fathers [and mothers], and counsel 
we learned at our mother’s [father’s] knee. We’re not keeping this 
to ourselves, we’re passing it along to the next generation …” (The 
Message).

Let’s not deprive our present and future generations from hearing 
about Jesus. We need to show and tell the story of  Jesus to the 
youngest generation so they in turn can show and tell about Him.

If  you are passionate about bringing children to Jesus and 
providing them with a firm foundation for life based on Christian 
values, then show and tell the wonderful things God has done for you. 
And you will bring children to Jesus.

Colonel Jan Condon
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From the desk of the Women's Ministries Department

Scott Simpson has been overseeing the production of  Women 
in Touch for the past two years, and has done an exceptional 
job developing the magazine and both writing himself, and 
coordinating others, to present quality stories that have 

informed, inspired and encouraged the women of our Territory. 
 We have appreciated the depth and creativity of the magazine and 
thank Scott for all his hard work in bringing Women in Touch to where 
it is today. He will now be spending more time on other projects he 
is involved with at Territorial Headquarters for the Communications 
Department, including Pipeline and Creative Ministry magazines, as well 
as developing some new publications and resources.
 I have been asked to serve as Editor of Women in Touch, and am 
both humbled and excited by the opportunity. Just to give you a little 
background – I am a “Friend” of The Salvation Army, a journalist by 
profession, and have just returned from six years in Moscow, Russia, 
where I served in Editorial, Media and Publishing with The Salvation 
Army there. It was an incredible and life-changing experience, and 
something I hope to write more about in the future. I attend the Gold 
Coast Temple Corps with my husband Cliff, and two children Nadia 
and Kian.

 I look forward to serving you through this magazine and 
welcome your comments on the publication, your ideas, and your 
contributions!
 In this issue you will find our regular columns, including a “Team 
Talk” by Colonel Jan Condon, Territorial Secretary for Women’s 
Ministries. In our main feature story, Jill Gillespie tells of her difficult 
journey to Jesus, and just how the Lord has transformed her life in 
the deepest and most unexpected ways. We begin a three-part series 
on women in the Church; Major Maree Strong talks about how 
regular exercise has improved her physical and spiritual life; and 
Commissioner Raemor Pobjie encourages us to respond to some of 
our more challenging emotions in a positive and healthy way.
 There is also news from around our Territory, information on 
how you can contribute to the Women’s Ministries Territorial Project 
for 2009, and much more!
 I hope you find a message of help, hope, and encouragement 
within the pages of the magazine and can share its contents with your 
family, friends, and community.

simone Worthing
Editor

About this issue – from the editor’s desk

Most of  us are aware of  the phrase “Show and Tell” – a 
familiar expression when children are encouraged to 
bring something tangible to class and talk about it. This 
can be very educational, humorous and even at times 

embarrassing.
I recall one Sunday in a meeting when children were invited to 

show and tell their news. One little boy announced to the congregation 
that his Mum was pregnant – much to the embarrassment of  Mum 
and the delight of  the congregation!

As we observe children we notice how quickly they observe and 
learn, and in this issue of  Women in Touch I want to challenge us each to 
show and tell what God has done for us.

Our Mission Priority No. 5 is about being passionate in bringing 
children to Jesus, and this is a perfect opportunity for us as women 
to use the show and tell method. We cannot leave it to Sunday school 
teachers and others – we need to be involved.

What do I mean by “Show and Tell”? Children love stories and 
you have many stories you can share about your walk with Jesus, and 
stories about Jesus Himself. Share these with children you meet and 
take every opportunity to talk about Jesus and sing about Jesus. That’s 
the “Telling”.

What about the “Showing”? Give time to children – show love, 
patience and understanding – don’t push them away and always be 
scolding them. Offer to help in Sunday School, in Mainly Music or 
playgroup – be Grandma or Nana to kids in your church, street, and 
community. 

Pray for the children – children you know and those you don’t 
know so well. Encourage families to have a daily prayer time with their 
children. Be a prayer pal for children in your church and tell them you 
pray for them.

sHoW AnD TELL
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In my early childhood growing up in 
Belmont North, Newcastle, my family 
would sometimes go to church at 
Christmas and Easter. However, as 

time went by, we didn’t attend any church 
and God became unknown to me. 

I attended Belmont North Primary 
School which I enjoyed. I was even made 
school captain! By the time I got to Belmont 
High School, however, I had lost interest in 
school and didn’t like going. Sometimes I 
just wouldn’t make it there, or got there and 
came home again. 

When I left school I wanted to be a 
hairdresser. However, this was not possible 
without an apprenticeship so I took a job at 
Woolworths and stayed there for two years, 
followed by another two years at Waltons. 

By the time I left Woolworths I realised 
that there must be a better job for me, and 
I enrolled in a tracing course at evening 
college. 

After receiving my tracing certificate, 
I moved to Canberra to look for work and 
found some contract tracing and drafting 

assistant jobs. I also worked as a waitress in 
the evenings and was able to save enough 
to buy a one-way flight to London. I was 21 
and going off to see the world! 

Marriage proposal
For six months I travelled around Europe 
before arriving back in London with just 100 
pounds and in need of a job. 

I found work as a live-in receptionist at 
a bed and breakfast hotel in central London. 
There were other Aussies and Kiwis 
working there, and one of them got me a job 
working behind a bar one night a week. We 
decided to throw a party for the girl who 
had got me the job and she invited all the 
staff, none of whom I had met before. 

People began arriving at the party. I was 
sitting down on the lounge and looked up to 
see a man standing in the doorway. I invited 
him in and we began chatting. I instantly 
liked him, and as he was leaving the party 
he said that he would ring to ask me out. I 
didn’t really think he would, but within a 
week he did and we started going out. >>>
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JILL GILLESPIE tells the story of her disconnected 
childhood, the struggle of unemployment, divorce, 
single motherhood and how God transformed her life  
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In the meantime, I had arranged a trip to 
the United States and Canada. I had planned 
to return home to Australia at the end of 
the trip, but after three months of courting 
Rob proposed. I said yes and flew back to 
London from the US to be with him. 

We had planned to go to Australia to 
marry and live. I came home to organise the 
wedding but when I arrived I didn’t think 
getting married was right for me and I broke 
off the engagement. 

Rob still came out to visit, then went 
back to London. We wrote to each other for 
two years. 

It was during this time that I really 
began searching for something. I had seen 
and read about transcendental meditation 
and decided to try it, not realising what I 
was exposing myself to.

Rob wrote to let me know that he had 
got a job transfer to Wales and I flew back 
to join him. We were soon re-engaged 
and planning our wedding. Our first 
son, Mathew, came along soon after our 
marriage. We spent two years in Wales 
before returning to settle in Australia with 
just enough money to survive for a short 
time. 

Unemployment struggle
We didn’t expect to be unemployed. Rob 
flew to Western Australia on a hunch for a 
job, travelled to Sydney in search of work, 
and found nothing in Newcastle. 

We went to Queensland for a holiday 
to visit friends and were able to stay with 
them until we found work and a home. I 

had worked previously for a project home 
builder there and they were willing to re-
employ me on a contract basis. Rob got a 
job with a screen printer, and we decided to 
have another child. 

Rob’s job lasted six weeks and I worked 
up until a month before our second son, 
Gareth, was born. Rob was still unemployed 
three months later and I was offered 
contract work again. I really didn’t want to 
leave Gareth, but my options seemed few at 
the time. 

Little did I know that Rob would not 
have full-time work for three years and 
that I would be the breadwinner. This 
wasn’t a role that I wanted, and Rob found 
it demeaning to be called “Mr Mum” by 
others. He was getting some work as a 
wedding photographer, mainly on weekends. 

I wasn’t happy with this situation and 
wanted to be at home with my children. 

My job finished and I decided to leave 
Rob and move back to Belmont with 
my sons. I was unhappy and blamed my 
husband for this. 

Two weeks after we left, Rob found a job 
in Sydney and moved there. He set up home 
and the boys went to visit him fortnightly 
and during school holidays. 

I loved being at home with my children, 
and we had found a nice house to live in. I 
didn’t have any money and the first year I 
kept a strict budget in order to survive. 

God is real
A few months after I arrived in Belmont, 
I went to The Salvation Army Eastlakes 

Corps, which was then based at 
Belmont High School. My sister 

had been going there for a while 
and I wanted to go along to spend 

time with her. 
I found the people friendly and 

continued to go. I kept an open 
mind, although I was still practising 
transcendental meditation and didn’t 
know if God was real. 

After the required one-year waiting 
period, I filed for a divorce and received 
the papers in the mail. I didn’t go to 

church for three weeks. At the time I 
was thinking, “What’s the point? It’s not 
happening for me”. 

I received a letter from the corps officer 
saying I was missed and asking if I would 
come back. I dragged myself along and the 
sermon was on guidance. I went home and 
asked God – who I didn’t even know was 
real or not – for some guidance. 

Very soon after this God revealed 
himself to me. It was as though I had finally 
tuned into the right frequency on the radio 
station. God was real, He was here – and 
had always been here – it’s just that I didn’t 
know it. 

Things began to change. I could say 
that I believed in God, I continued to go to 
church and a Bible study group and became 
more involved with The Salvation Army. 

I decided to do a course called 
“SHAPE”, to find out what my spiritual 
gifts were and what ministries I was suited 
to. The worship leader of the corps ran the 
course and I hosted it in my home. It was 

while doing this course that I was able to 
find out what a Christian was. 

After 18 months of going to church, I 
made a commitment to God at a Sunday 
morning service on 9 September 1996. I was 
led to the mercy seat and received Jesus as 
my Lord and Saviour. 

I continued to be involved with The 
Salvation Army and God began his work in 
me. I stopped the transcendental mediation 
as I began to realise it was not of God. 

After three months of commitment I 
had a supernatural experience where I met 
Jesus “face to face”, as I call it. God revealed 
Jesus and his purity to me. I sobbed and 
sobbed as the reality hit me of who Jesus 
is, what happened to him and how He was 
treated so cruelly in his death on the cross. 
All this when He had done nothing wrong – 
He had never sinned and yet took our sins. 

Marriage reconciliation
God started to deal with the most 
prominent issue in my life at the time – my 
divorce. I had gone through the motions of 
getting a divorce, but I hadn’t dealt with any 
of the emotions that were stuffed inside me. 

I visited a counsellor for a time and 
began the grieving process. Many tears were 
shed and it took a long time to accept that I 
was divorced. I was a “marriage is for life” 
person, not one who thinks “if it doesn’t 
work I’ll get out”. 

I really worked hard and was able to let 
Rob go, and anything else that reminded me 
of our marriage. I committed myself to God 
and was determined to remain single if that 

was his will. I had now been separated from 
Rob for three years and was coping with 
being a single mother. 

I saw the boys off to Rob’s for the 
Christmas holidays. Rob’s dad came over 
from England to visit and they drove 
down south, visited the Australian Capital 
Territory, and started back home. 

That night I got a call to say that Rob, 
his dad and our two sons were involved in 
a car accident. The boys were fine but Rob 
and his father were both injured. 

After the accident I helped them out in 
any way that I could. Rob and I started to 
get along better and I asked him to come 
to the trivia night that we have at Eastlakes 
Corps every year. He accepted and the next 
day he also came to church. The sermon 
was on parenting and we both stood up to 
receive prayer at the end of the sermon. 

It took a few days to realise that God 
was reconciling us. God had healed the hurt 
of the past and this was a new beginning. 
Rob continued to come along to church 
and after six months he made a decision to 
follow God. 

It was another 18 months before we 
remarried, much to our and our children’s 
delight. We have now been remarried for 
more than nine years. 

I am truly grateful to God for his grace 
and mercy towards us, for all that He has 
done in my life and for all that He is going 
to do in the future. 

I know that with God there is always 
more to come, immeasurably more than I 
can imagine (Ephesians 3:20). 

“God had always 
been there for 
me, I just didn't 

know it.”

Jill (
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 1969. Jill shares her testimony at Eastlakes Salvation Army.

Jill and Rob were remarried in 1999.

Jill at a craft group with Sandra Koutnik who lead her to the Lord in 1996.

Jill with her sons Mathew (right) and Gareth. All photos supplied
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The Salvation Army gets great press 
for its inclusive approach to female 
ministry, especially compared to 
many other denominations of the 

Christian Church. But to what extent has 
The Salvation Army achieved equality for 
females in ministry?

To be fair and accurate, the Army –  in 
the “wonder years” of our origins – set many 
precedents and actively promoted equality in 
ministry.  

At times it appears we may have lost 
our way, but the enduring impact of women 
like Catherine Booth, Generals Evangeline 
Booth and Eva Burrows (Ret) has raised 
the question of a woman’s right to ministry, 
within other denominations.  

As General Burrows has stated, early 
Salvationists “proclaimed, acclaimed and 
acted on” the biblical “principal of equality ... 
but as the 20th century progressed it became 
a principle in theory but not in practice”. 

We haven’t always got it right – there are 
still, to most intents and purposes, gender-
specific expectations put on women that 
are not expected of male Salvationists. Still, 
although the Army’s response to gender 
equality has not always been the most 

equitable, the wider social impacts these 
changes were promoting and competing 
against were, and are, still quite powerful.

Theological debate raged for centuries 
about the biblical foundations for women in 
ministry. Jesus Christ’s ministry was “to seek 
and to save the lost,” (Luke 19:10) and to 
make forgiveness of sins and fellowship with 
God possible.

social dimension
In the process of accomplishing his mission 
there was an obvious social dimension; 
Christ frequently breached acceptable social 
norms governing, and expectations towards, 
women.

Author Kevin Giles, in Women and Their 
Ministry – A Case for Equal Ministries in the 
Church Today, says Jesus’ ministry displayed 
an “obvious preoccupation with the outcasts 
of society ... he went out of his way to 
proclaim the good news [to] prostitutes ... 
and women”.  

Women were outcasts; second-class 
citizens in Jewish society, circa 1AD. Jesus, 
thank God, totally rejected that attitude. 

Women were widely accepted as being 
lesser lights – inferior beings. The birth of 

a girl was considered a 
tragedy. A daughter had 
no rights; her father could 
sell her into slavery if he 
so desired, or marry her to 
anyone he chose.  

Women, lest we forget, 
were classed as less than 
human. They were written 
off as physically, morally 
and intellectually inferior 
and shunted into the same 
category as children and 
slaves. 

Girls were often 
married at the age of 12; by 
contemporary standards, 
that is deplorable. These 
children produced a host 
of their own children, or 
died in childbirth, without 
recourse to the right to 
pursue their own destiny 
or exercise their own will.

This was the gender 
context in which the books 
of the Bible were written. 

Sadly, women in >>> 

In the first instalment of a three-
part series, CAPTAIn sIMon 
sMITH examines how The 
Salvation Army and the Church  
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honestly say that I feel younger and fitter 
now than I did 20 years ago! I’ve noticed a 
difference and others have too! 

I want more than anything to be holy, 
healthy and happy in this life and to serve 
God with a passion to the very end. I have 
been reminded though, that I cannot afford to 
neglect the spiritual, emotional AND physical 
disciplines that support and sustain all that I 
am and all I do. 

My desire and prayer is expressed in these 
words by Richard Slater, The Salvation Army 
Songbook 188 :

Come, O Spirit, come to sanctify
All my body, mind and will;
Come, O come, and self  now crucify,
Let me henceforth be like Jesus.

Holy Spirit, come, O come,
Let thy work in me be done!
All that hinders shall be thrown aside;
Make me fit to be thy dwelling.

Lord, make me fit to be Your dwelling!

Major Maree Strong is 
Divisional Mission and 
Resource Team Leader, 
and Officer Recruitment 
Representative for the ACT 
and South NSW Division.
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some cultures continue to be treated as 
second-class human beings.

Giles notes this meant “that 
opportunities for the development of 
maturity of personality, let alone the 
acquisition of formal education, were 
consequently limited. This lack of maturity 
in the average housewife of the day explains 
... their social limitations.”

But Jesus bucked the system by valuing 
women as people*, and teaching them – an 
activity widely perceived as a waste of a 
man’s time. The gospels show Jesus as a man 
who loved all, regardless of their gender.

Consider the sisters Mary and Martha: 
The essence of this story of engagement 
with Jesus is that he was actually teaching 
them the importance of spending time with 
him and of thinking on matters of eternal 
consequence (Luke 10:38-42).

As Christ walked to the tomb of Lazarus, 
he proclaimed to Martha (note that Jesus 
chose to address one of Lazarus’ sisters, not 
one of the men present) that he was “the 
resurrection and the life” ( John 11:25).

When Jesus met the Samaritan woman at 
the well ( John 4) he asked for and accepted 
her hospitality, and also taught her the 
importance of seeking after the living water 
that only he could provide.

Troubling struggle
Despite the lack of a clear model in either the 
Old or New testaments that claims the right 
for women to be involved in ministry, many 
churches outside The Salvation Army still 
struggle with this issue.  

As authors Bonnidell and Robert Clouse 
observe, the ordination of women into 
ministry presupposes the right of women 
“to occupy positions of authority within the 
congregation”. If they aren’t “suffered to 
speak”, why ordain women?

The Clouses, however, along with 
Salvationists and numerous other Christians, 
assert that women, having been ordained, 
are qualified to “preach, minister the 
ordinances and supervise the affairs of the 
congregation”. That it is still an issue in 
today’s world (and a decidedly unbiblical, 
“anti-Christ” issue at that) is an indictment 
of the Church as “Christ’s body”.

Since the Reformation period of the 
16th and 17th centuries, the majority of 

evangelical Protestants have been reluctant 
to allow women to serve as ministers, 
despite a comparative lack of New Testament 
teaching on the subject. 

The Bible simply does not present a clear 
rule that says, for all times and all places, 
women should not be ministers of Christ’s 
teachings and grace. Let me stress that 
again: there is no biblical teaching that says, 
unequivocally and universally, that women 
should not minister.

Indeed, the Protestant attitude towards 
women in ministry was not based upon the 
New Testament at all. The Clouses write that 
Protestants were informed by “the influences 
of the medieval Catholic approach”, which 
was based on the New Testament model of 
priesthood (it should be noted that there 
is also no clear model of women in formal 
leadership roles in the New Testament).  

One reason given for women not being 
allowed to be priests was a biological 
reality – women’s menstrual cycles were put 
forward by men as a barrier to women being 
priests and serving communion, which the 

Clouses describe as “the re-enactment of the 
sacrifice of Christ”. They note that “ritual 
purity was demanded of those who offered 
up the sacrifice”.  

The view of pre-scientific men, and 
one that is certainly present in the Old 
Testament, is the belief that women were 
unclean and defiled by their biology. Hence, 
the Clouses deduct, their “menstrual periods 
made them unfit to be involved in the divine 
service”.

There have been significant changes in 
societal attitudes and awareness towards 
women over the centuries. Women are no 
longer dismissed because of their life-giving 
biology. Many women have had a significant 
impact on society, and the rights of women 
to be involved in ministry – throughout their 
life – have been recognised.  

Part two of this series will appear in the 
september issue of Women In Touch

* The “exception” that proves the rule Christ treated 
women as equals is found in Matthew 15:21-28.

Captain Simon Smith 
is Corps Officer at 
Wonthaggi, in the 
Australia Southern 
Territory.

 "There is no biblical 
teaching that says, 
unequivocally and 

universally, that women 
should not minister."

MAJoR MAREE sTRonG shares how God is giving her 
the strength to cope with the demands of  life and service, 
in a most unexpected way

doing. I figured I was already working beyond 
what was reasonable for someone my age and 
in my shape! 

In the days following the Summit, I 
pleaded with God to give me the strength to 
cope with the demands of  my life and service 
for Him. God immediately responded in a 
most unexpected way and highlighted Romans 
12:1 for me that same day! “So here’s what I 
want you to do, God helping you: Take your 
everyday, ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, 
going-to-work, and walking-around life – 
and place it before God as an offering” (The 
Message).

God’s dwelling place
Every time I opened the Bible, it seemed God 
had underlined verses on the theme of  caring 
for my body – his dwelling place. “Or didn’t 
you realize that your body is a sacred place, the 
place of  the Holy Spirit? Don’t you see that 
you can’t live however you please, squandering 
what God paid such a high price for? The 
physical part of  you is not some piece of  
property belonging to the spiritual part of  you. 
God owns the whole works. So let people see 
God in and through your body”, 1Corinthians 
6:19 (The Message).

I was prompted to focus on my physical 
fitness – an area of  discipline I had abandoned 
as a futile exercise many years ago. 

Within a couple of  weeks of  commencing 
a regular exercise regime and healthier diet, I 
started to see and feel the benefits – the best 
being that I had so much more energy. I can 

If  anyone had told me 8 months ago, 
that today I would be doing abdominal 
exercises, enjoying a jog around the 
streets of  my neighbourhood and paying 

closer attention to my diet, I would have 
laughed myself  senseless!  You see, it defies 
common sense to try to get fit after 50! Why 
would one bother?! After all, the consensus is 
that once one reaches this golden age, it’s all 
“downhill” after that!

I know I’m no “spring chicken” but I 
refuse to accept that I’m in the declining years 
of  my life. I’m not in denial about my age, I’ve 
just decided to adopt a positive attitude to the 
whole ageing process. Despite my disastrous 
medical history, I’m on a personal mission 
to become as fit and healthy as is possible in 
order that I might be better able to meet the 
challenges of  everyday life and service. I refuse 
to accept that my best years are behind me and 
that the only good thing ahead of  me in this 
life is retirement!

An offering to God
What sparked this fitness makeover?  
During the closing session of  the 2020 
Summit last September, I was overwhelmed by 
the reality of  my advancing years and physical 
weakness. At the conclusion of  one of  the 
most exhilarating and challenging events in 
my life, I was paralysed by my own sense of  
inadequacy.  I saw the great need to“do whatever 
it takes” to implement the Territorial mission 
priorities, but I sensed that I didn’t have what 
it would take to do any more than I had been 

Doing whatever it takes to be ... 

holy, 
healthy

happy!
and

Eva Burrows was one of the longest-serving generals of The Salvation Army.



 Presenting my true feelings to God and 
others is so important – this psalm confirms 
it! In being honest with myself and by 
sharing the thoughts driven by my emotions 
with others, I deal with my strong emotions 
in a healthy way. 
 It is good to seek the support of trusted 
friends who can guide me; God wants me to 
tell him all of my feelings as he understands 
me completely. And through it all, his Spirit 
comforts me, counsels me and helps me live 
in a way that is right.

This article first appeared in Revive, a 
salvation Army magazine equipping 
women for ministry and mission, 
January-March 2009. This magazine is 
published quarterly from International 
Headquarters.

Commissioner Raemor 
Pobjie is Zonal secretary 
for Women’s Ministries, 
Europe.

Over the next three issues of Women in Touch, we will 
look at three of the so-called “negative” emotions that 
affect us at different times – anger, depression, and fear.

MyanmarMyanmar
Women's Ministry Territorial Project 2009 

Dear God...

You can help answer prayers by providing:
 
 
 
 

Opportunities to fund and establish new programmes  for women in villages 
eg. health care, nutrition, playgroup, literacy, budgeting, craft & cooking classes 

 

Equipping and training of health workers  
(for your information - this is to train health workers to use their 

         skills in Chin State - near Bangladesh) 
 
 
 
 
  

Health / Medical care costs for women in dire economic situations

Projects to rebuild in cyclone ravaged areas 
eg. counselling, evangelism, sanitation and clean water projects

Australia Eastern Territory
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Is it okay to feel anger, fear, stress, 
depression or sadness? Since such 
emotions are considered to be so 
negative, is there something wrong 

with me or with my emotional health if I 
experience them?
 The good news is that strong emotions 
should be expected. They are as much a 
part of our humanity as the strength, or 
weakness, of our physical body.
 When we give ourselves permission to 
admit and express our feelings openly, our 
emotional health is improved. But when we 
deny our feelings, we injure ourselves. We 
need the support of others. When we receive 
understanding and encouragement from 
trusted people, it helps us. And then we see 
more clearly that God is a God of grace.
 To experience negative emotions is 
healthy; to ignore them is not. So, how do we 
deal with our emotions in a mature way?
 Certainly we should avoid the danger of 
giving in to any feelings of guilt and beware 
of the temptation to blame our spirituality. 
Experiencing strong emotion is reality. Our 
powerful feelings are simply normal, often 
unpredictable forces that are part of our frail 
humanity.
 Psalm 139 gives us a clear understanding 
of changing moods and conflicting 

emotions. The psalmist reminds us that we 
are “fearfully and wonderfully made”. We are 
intricate beings. We are vulnerable to forces 
outside of ourselves – hormonal cycles and 
changes within easily upset the balance of 
our emotional well-being.
 Suddenly the mood of the psalm 
changes. The psalmist blatantly expresses his 
honest feelings and does not try to hide or 
deny them. He actually asks God to “slay the 
wicked!” 
 “Do I not hate them, O Lord, who hate 
you? I hate them with perfect hatred; I count 
them my enemies,” (Psalm 139:21-22, 21st 
Century King James Version).
 These are intense words revealing strong 
feelings! At times I wish I could leave out 
verses 19 to 22. The sentiment is so “raw” 
– so “not nice”. It does not seem to fit into 
the eloquence of the rest of the psalm. But 
it is real! The psalmist allows himself to be 
human.
 Having “spilled the beans” and honestly 
poured out his true feelings, he deals with 
them. He opens himself to God’s searching 
eye and admits he needs God to guide him. 
“See if there’s anything in my life you don’t 
like. Help me live in the way that is always 
right,” (Psalm 139:24, New International 
Reader’s Version). 

COMMISSIONER RAEMOR POBJIE talks about the reality of our more 
"negative" emotions and the need to respond to them in a mature and 
healthy way.
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Women in Ministry

Wendy Long has been battling cancer for 
17 years, but, as SIMONE WORTHING 
finds out, she continues to appreciate each 
day and trust in God for her future

“For anyone with any 
problems, have faith in God, 
he has great power and 
gives great hope.” This is 

the outlook on life that keeps Wendy Long 
positive, able to appreciate each day and 
trusting in God for her future.  

“No matter what the circumstances of 
your life, rely on God and have faith,” she 
emphasizes. “We have a great hope, both 
for now and the future.”

Wendy is no stranger to difficult 
circumstances and overwhelming personal 
battles.  She has been fighting cancer for the 
past 17 years and knows what it’s like to be 
in total despair. But Wendy has learned to 
trust in the Lord and place her hope in him, 
and it’s that hope and faith that gives her 
the courage and strength to face each day, 
and in turn encourage others.

“I had my first bout of cancer in 1992 
– Endometrial Stromal Sarcoma,” Wendy 
explained. “I had a large tumour removed 
and what they call a “pelvic clearance” 
where everything in the pelvis that a person 
can live without, is removed.”

Wendy was healthy until 2001 when 
doctors found another tumour – an Iliac 
tumour in the left region of the pelvis. 
“The tumour was removed, as well as 
a large section of bowel,” Wendy said. 
“Unfortunately, the tumour crushed my 
urethra which also stopped a kidney from 
working.”

A gift from God
In 2003 the cancer returned and was found 
in several places, including Wendy’s liver. 
The doctors told her that was it, there was 
nothing further any of them could do to 
help her. 

“I was totally devastated,” Wendy 

acknowledged. “For two months I simply 
went through the motions of living but that’s 
all it was, it was like living in a fog. Then one 
day, I just felt that everything was going to 
be alright.” 

“This was only a couple of days after I 
had been given a big teddy bear. This bear 
had a name tag in his ear, and his name 
was “Theodore”. I checked the meaning of 
this name, and it was “A gift from God”. 
Whatever happened, it was going to be OK!”

Not long afterwards, Wendy met 
Christian doctor, Michael Slancar. “He said 
no treatment could cure me, but he could 
give me more time and possibly get the 
cancer to go into remission,” Wendy said. 
“There was hope!”

Wendy underwent chemotherapy and 
the cancer started going into remission. The 
cancer then returned in 2005 and again in 
2008.

In 2006, Wendy met Salvationist 
Stephanie Cohen in a room they shared at 
Pindara Hospital on the Gold Coast. “She 
spoke about her faith, encouraged me, 
prayed with me, and it’s because of her that 
I’m here worshipping with The Salvation 
Army today,” Wendy explained. Until then, 
Wendy’s only contact with The Salvation 
Army had been Sunday School as a child.

“In February this year, Dr Slancar 
told me that the tumour on my liver had 
increased by 9mm, but that it looked like 
it was turning to water,” Wendy said. 
“Hopefully, this means it will disintegrate.”

Wendy had her last chemotherapy 
treatment at the beginning of April and 
won’t be going back for quite some time. Her 
body simply can’t take any more. 

So, Wendy and her sister Rae, with 
whom Wendy lives and cares for, decided to 
take an Alaskan cruise in May. “We love to 

travel, so we save up our money and then go 
somewhere,” Wendy said with a big smile. “I 
don’t know how it will go, but we’re going!”

As well as travelling, Wendy also loves 
knitting, sewing and collecting dolls. And, 
when she is well enough, this amazing lady 
enjoys mixing cement, building retaining 
walls, and laying footpaths! 

Faith in God
“People often ask me how I’m still here,” 
Wendy commented. “I tell them with 
confidence that it’s only because God loves 
me! And because lots of people are praying 
for me!”

“People also ask whether I have many 
opportunities to talk about Jesus. I say “yes”! 
Of course, people don’t always ask me about 
Jesus, but I tell them anyway. Without him, I 
just wouldn’t be here.”

Wendy has faced many tests of her faith 
during this harrowing time, most recently 
from December 2008-January 2009. “I was 
feeling like I couldn’t get through with my 
faith this time,” she said softly. “I spoke 
with a close Christian friend and we talked 
about faith in God and hope for the future. 
Without faith and hope, I don’t think you 
can live.”

“During this time I read in my Bible 
about sick people who had faith and believed 
that if they just touched the robe of Jesus, 
they would be healed. I didn’t think this 
would work for me, but people told me that 
faith doesn’t always work like that, and that 
we don’t always see the results of our faith 
right away.”

“Whatever problems any of us have, we 
just need to look to God and believe in his 
power and the hope he gives. Both for our 
present and our future, we can trust in him 
entirely.”

Faith beyond 
circumstances
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South Queensland Division

Members of the Stafford Corps midweek fellowship were recently 
involved in an outreach project for the Warlpiri Indigenous 

Children’s Mission in outback Queensland.
Many hours were spent making 250 cotton bags for the different 

items to be sent to children in three age groups: babies & toddlers, 5 
to 11 years, and teenagers.

The result amounted to over $7,000 worth of  goods packed into 
37 cartons on four pallets, with each pallet standing 1.8 metres high 
(6ft). The Bible Society had donated “outback colouring books” and 
was also able to purchase Bibles translated into indigenous languages 
for use on the missions.  

Trucks provided by Salvo Stores picked up the packs and took 
them to the railway station from where Queensland Rail transported 
them free to Mt Isa. Once this precious cargo reached Mt Isa,  the 
officers there, Envoys Allen and Jenny Minniecon, received them 
and will deliver and distribute the packs when they visit the outback 
Mission. 

This was a very worthwhile project for all who were involved.

Bags and Bibles for Indigenous  
outback children

Members of the Stafford Corps midweek fellowship made over 250 decorative bags 
and packed them with Bibles, colouring books and other items for the children of the 
Warlpiri Indigenous Children’s Mission in outback Queensland.

Working together for the greater good
South Queensland Division

As part of the Divisional Sisterhood Project, the Toowoomba 
Corps Home League ladies have decided to partner with the 

Corps Crisis Centre and contribute to the needs of women in their 
local community.

The ladies have used funds raised from special weekly offerings 
and Bring and Buy stalls to purchase back-to-school items.

After consultation with the Crisis Centre Manager, Lana Luxford, it 
was felt that these funds would be a blessing to mums by alleviating the 
stress that comes with organising back-to-school supplies. The ladies 

As part of the Divisional Sisterhood Project, the Toowoomba Corps Home League ladies raised funds and bought back-to-school supplies to help the 
mothers and families associated with the Corps Crisis Community Centre.

had a lot of  fun purchasing books, pencils, bags, and the many other 
things needed to get children equipped for school!

The Home League ladies are very excited about the prospect of  
Corps and Social working together for the greater good and together, 
in a very practical way, showing Jesus Christ to the women and children 
who will be blessed by the funds raised.

The plan is to continue the Project throughout the year and, in an 
on-going way, help meet the needs of  people in crisis and fulfil the 
mission of  “One Army, One Mission.”
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Women in Ministry

Hey, Hey, it’s Sunday!
South Queensland Division

The Coolum Corps has recently began “Hey Hey it’s Sunday”– a 
family-friendly church for the unchurched that meets on the last 

Sunday of each month to reach out to the Mainly Music families. 
Each “Hey Hey” has a theme, the last one being “The Giants 

in our Lives” using the story of  David and Goliath. The afternoon 
includes involvement from the children as well as the adults. 

The worship band consists of  Mainly Music dads and some corps 
people, and incorporates worship songs as well as songs from the 
Mainly Music repertoire where everyone does the actions.

The message is kept simple and interactive which helps children, 
parents and corps folk to be involved. 

People are challenged to consider how they can trust God to help 
them in their everyday lives. 

The service concludes with a sausage sizzle and warm fellowship.
“Hey, Hey” is proving an effective way to reach out to the Mainly 

Music families and introduce them to the Gospel.

Providing free  
lunches
South Queensland Division

During a visit to a local Inala primary school in connection with 
religious education, the fact that many children were arriving 

at school without any lunch, was noticed. And so began the Inala 
Corps Sandwich Club!

Every Sunday after the worship meeting, a group of  faithful 
ladies now meets together to prepare, pack and freeze sandwiches 
for disadvantaged children from two local primary schools. A whole 
lunch kit is put together, including fresh fruit. 

One of  the schools has provided a freezer in which to store a 
week’s worth of  lunches for these disadvantaged children.

The Inala Sandwich Club in action, preparing lunches for disadvantaged 
children who attend local primary schools.

Central and North Queensland Division

Mother’s Day at Mackay Corps saw Lieutenant Terri Goodwin 
dressed in period costume as she presented a narrative on the 

book of Ruth.
In a very moving service, Terri spoke on how God honoured 

Ruth’s faithfulness by bringing about restoration and blessings to 
her and Naomi through Boaz, and that no matter what our family 
situation is, God has not left us without a redeemer. 

There was also the message that, for some, Mother’s Day may be 
difficult because of  past treatment from their mothers, but that the 
day can be one of  forgiveness, of  new beginnings, of  restoration and 
of  new hope.

An invitation was extended to everyone, whatever their 
circumstances, to come to the altar, take a flower and float it in the 
water, and remember and pray for their mother.  

It was empowering to see so many at the altar, with mothers and 
daughters and grandmothers united in prayer. 

Mother’s Day brings 
new hope

Lieutenant Terri Goodwin brings the story of  Ruth to life.

Fairtrade focus for Mother’s Day
Greater West Division

The Mother’s Day afternoon tea hosted by the Ryde Corps 
was not only a special time for women of all ages to celebrate 

together, but also focused specifically on aspects of social justice.
Fairtrade products were served for refreshments, the women were 

able to buy Fairtrade products to help support children in Ghana, and 
the day also provided opportunities to get involved with other social 
justice initiatives. 

This event assisted in raising awareness of  some of  the social 
injustices in the world, as well as giving practical ways to help address 
the issues.

The Ryde Corps also hosted a Fairtrade football game at the 
recent church picnic, where people from the community came 
together for a fun event that endorsed the use of  Fairtrade products.

Central and North Queensland Division

A group of generous and talented ladies from the Mt Isa 
community have crafted 30 stunning hand-made quilts for 

those affected by the recent floods in north-west Queensland. These 
ladies brought their beautiful “Hug-in-a-Rug” quilts to the Outback 
Flying Service and presented them for delivery.

Moved by the hard times Station families have experienced this 
past year as they’ve battled through droughts and floods, Bev, Marion, 
Mary, Lynette and friends have patch-worked their fingers raw to 
show those in remote Queensland that they are not forgotten. 

“ Some of  our ladies have lived on outback stations and so know 
what these people would be going through,” Bev said. “We just 
wanted to let them know we are thinking about them and that we 
care.” 

Each quilt is embroidered with a label that says “A hug in a rug 
from Mt Isa friends”, and the detail and precision in the quilts reflect 
the love with which they have been created. 

“They’re so beautiful and colourful, I’d like to keep one myself,” 
said Flying Padre, Envoy Simon Steel. “The name says it all – a ‘hug 
in a rug’!”

Encouragement for Queensland flood victims

ACT and South NSW Division

On 28 April, over 100 people attended the Divisional Women’s 
Rally at the Wagga Wagga Corps. 

Members of  the Caravan Mission Team were the special guests 
and they made a wonderful contribution to the women’s morning 
together.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bernice Woodland, also a member of  the 
Caravan Mission team, was guest speaker for the rally. Lieut-Colonel 
Woodland used the divisional theme of  “Moving Forward in 
Freedom and Victory”, and shared some of  her personal journey of  
freedom and victory as an officer.

Rallies enrich, 
bless and 
challenge

Flying Padres, Envoys Simon and Natalie Steele, will deliver handcrafted quilts from 
the Mt Isa community to north-west Queensland flood victims.

Celebrating freedom and victory at the Northside-Gungahlin women's rally.

Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bernice Woodland 
from the Caravan 
Mission Team 
addresses the rally.

Lieut-Colonel Woodland reminded the ladies that there are times 
when we can all get stuck, parked and unable to move on as a result 
of  fractured relationships, sorrow, hurt and lack of  forgiveness, but, 
in the power of  Jesus Christ, we can experience healing, freedom and 
victory, and so can move forward.

On 29 April, approximately 85 women came together at the 
Northside-Gungahlin Corps for a second rally. Women from the 
Coast, Goulburn, Cooma, Cowra, Queanbeyan and the Canberra 
corps and centres attended the rally.

Mrs Roz Edwards, Chaplain at Mountain View, shared her 
testimony, Captain Laura Gittins sang and Captain Emma Johnson 
led the group in a time of  worship.

Each corps at both rallies came prepared with Scripture or verse 
for a roll call.

Major Ann Lingard was the guest speaker at Northside-Gungahlin 
and touched the hearts of  the women as she shared the challenges in 
her own journey as well as her message “Journey with Jesus – Moving 
forward in Freedom and Victory”.

The women left the meeting enriched, blessed and challenged!



Now to him who is  
able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask 
or imagine, according 
to his power that is 
at work within us, to 
him be glory in the 
church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever  
and ever! Amen.  
Ephesians 3:20,21.
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