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Years ago I met a retired woman officer in her 90s. It would be 
easy to parade her accomplishments because she had an international 
reputation. But what impressed me most was to hear examples from 
her daily life which only those closest to her ever knew about. 

She had a friend (Ivy) with whom she had kept in touch since 
they were teenagers together in a corps. Although their lives had gone 
separate ways and they very rarely met again until they were both 
retired, they kept in touch by phone. 

Ivy was a widow who lived in a small village and was very poor. 
Her one companion was a cat, but it was a struggle for her to meet 
the cost of  cat food. When the officer-friend found out, she started 
sending Ivy money for the upkeep of  the cat. 

Some time later Ivy had a stroke. Her mind was still very active 
and alert, but she had great difficulty speaking and communicating 
her thoughts. The retired officer, who had already been regularly 
phoning her twice a week at set times, continued doing so, although 
the conversation became very one-sided. She started to make notes 
of  things to tell Ivy,  radio and TV programs to comment on, or 
incidents that she could recount from her daily life. Finding things to 
tell Ivy became part of  her life, and she kept this up - only getting the 
occasional yes or no in response because Ivy could not speak – for 
several years. She was a woman with a mission. 

  You see mission can mean something as lofty as a person’s vocation, 
or it can simply mean a task or goal assigned to a person or a group. 

The mission, in truth, is His. By belonging to Him, we take it on, 
big or small, by ourselves or with others. But always in obedience and 
by His grace! 

Commissioner Linda Bond
Territorial Commander

www.salvos.org.au
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But don’t underestimate the difference you can make in someone’s life for the cause 
of  Christ. 

Women with a mission
Just after midnight on August 31, 1997, a car carrying Diana, Princess 
of  Wales, went out of  control in a Paris tunnel and crashed. Despite 
great efforts to save her, Diana died later in hospital. 

The outpouring of  sympathy from the British people was simply 
amazing. I was stationed in London at the time and walked along the 
Mall to Buckingham Palace to view the sea of  bouquets and candles. 
Her beauty was more than skin deep in the minds of  the public. Her 
warmth, vulnerability and compassion earned her the title “the people’s 
princess”. 

No one would say she was flawless, but for sure she was seen as a 
woman with a mission. She made the minefields of  Angola the focus 
of  worldwide attention. Her mission was to have the deadly devices 
banned. Later she visited war-torn Bosnia, championing the anti-
landmine cause. Some believe that her greatest legacy was the massive 
interest she aroused in this subject. 

Days later on September 5, 1997, Mother Teresa died. She was an 
Albanian Catholic nun who founded the Missionaries of  Charity in 
Calcutta, India, in 1950. For over 45 years she ministered to the poor, 
sick, orphaned and dying, while guiding the Missionaries of  Charity’s 
expansion, first throughout India and then in other countries. She 
received India’s highest civilian honour (1980), the Nobel Peace Prize 
(1979) and was beatified by Pope John Paul II. Such a tiny, frail looking 
and weather worn woman, but she was a formidable force. She was a 
woman with a mission. 

Sometimes the Princess Dianas and Mother Theresas of  this world 
scare us off  from seeing ourselves as women with a mission. We will 
never grab the attention of  the local paper, let alone the international 
media. And what we have to offer to champion a cause or to meet a 
need may seem insignificant. But don’t underestimate the difference 
you can make in someone’s life for the cause of  Christ. 

Freedom. Release. Hope.
 These are words and concepts we often think more about as 
we approach the Easter season. It’s the time of  year we focus 
on freedom from sin, brokenness, shame, hurt and loneliness. 

We consider all that Christ endured for us, throughout his life and 
death, so that we could be forgiven and rescued.
 Mercifully, Easter Sunday always comes, the tomb is empty and the 
resurrected Jesus completes our release, joy, and hope. 
 We are free. No matter what our past, the difficulties of  the 
present, or the challenges of  the future, we are free. We also have open 
access to a love and power, the depth and strength of  which we cannot 
even begin to imagine.
 The pages of  Women in Touch this issue reflect this message of  
freedom.
 Major Carole Bate, guest speaker at the recent Captivated 
conferences in Brisbane and Sydney, spoke about “Women Like Us” 
from the Bible, and the underlying message from each one was that  
of  freedom – from sin and shame, from weaknesses, and from  
abusive situations. You can read the reports from the conferences  
on pages 4-9.
 For many of  us, life can be draining, exhausting, and unfulfilling. 
We can feel trapped and worthless, with little energy for the present or 
hope for the future. Major Vicki Clarke writes about discovering our 
passions in life, fulfilling the ministry that God has planned for us, and 

living with a sense of  freedom and purpose as a result.
 Freedom from the debilitating guilt which plagues us so often and 
for so many reasons is something we all long for. In Christ, this is 
possible! Take a look at Major Brenda Herivel’s story on conquering 
guilt and living in confidence on page 14.
 The Young Women in Touch pages present articles on love and 
sexual purity, and the spiritual, emotional and physical freedom that 
comes from obeying God. Please give your daughters, and the young 
girls you know, a chance to read these pages.
 In this issue we also introduce two new columns – Senior Women 
in Touch and International Outlook. I hope you will enjoy hearing 
from, and about, our senior ladies, as well as taking a closer look at 
what The Salvation Army is doing in some lesser known parts of  our 
world. Apologies to those looking for the third and final instalment 
on Captain Simon Smith’s series on women in the Church -- it will be 
published in our June edition.
 As we approach and experience Easter this year, let’s remember 

that Christ died, Christ rose from the dead, and 
Christ has made us free!

simone Worthing,
Editor
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T wo different states, two different 
venues and two different groups 
of  women – but in both the 
Watson Park Conference Centre 

outside Brisbane (12-14 February), and the 
Collaroy Centre in Sydney (19-21 February), 
hundreds of  women from the Australia 
Eastern Territory came to worship our one 
great God and be captivated, challenged, 
and transformed by his Word. The Campsie 
Corps also hosted a day conference on 17 
February.
 A prayerful, joyful, expectant and hopeful 
atmosphere filled all venues as women from 
all walks of  life joined together to learn, to 

grow, to give, and to be released.
 Major Carole Bate, an officer with over 20 
years experience, was guest speaker for both 
Captivated by the Word conferences. Major 
Carole was accompanied by her daughter, 
Heather, who performed three monologues 
and one solo during each conference. 
Heather's ministry through the creative arts 
provided a powerful, and at times humorous, 
insight into the stories of  the women from 
the Bible Major Carole discussed.
 “I love the Word of  God and enjoy 
teaching and studying it,” Major Carole said 
at the beginning of  each conference. “I hope 
you can catch that enthusiasm through me.” 

Hundreds of  women did just that, and left the 
conference with renewed passion, vision, love 
for the Lord and trust in his faithfulness.

Women like us
“Women like us” was the overall theme of  the 
Captivated conferences. 
 “The women I chose to talk about 
made good decisions and bad decisions, had 
strengths and weaknesses, and were easy to 
relate to,” Major Carole explained. “They 
were women just like us!”
 Major Carole passionately presented the 
stories of  four different women, beginning 
with Eve. Delegates will long remember 
Heather's dramatic portrayal of  Eve in labour, 
pointing the finger of  blame at Adam!
 “As women, our story begins with Eve,” 
said Major Carole. “I feel that she’s had a 
bad wrap. I wanted to tell people that what 
happened in the garden wasn’t a gender issue. 
It was an issue of  sin – of  omission and 
commission involving both Adam and Eve. 
We are all sinners, we all need a saviour, and 

the blood of  Christ covers all our shame and 
sin.”
 Miriam was next, a woman and leader of  
the Old Testament we don’t hear a lot about. 
“She was an anointed woman of  God whose 
strengths were often her weaknesses too, so 
is someone we can all relate to,” Major Carole 
said. The Major’s explanation of  the Lord 
disciplining Miriam and then welcoming her 
back inside the Israelite’s camp formed the 
basis of  many different discussions during the 
conference, both on a personal level and how 
the story applies to our families and corps.

A love story
All women enjoy a love story, and the story 
of  Abigail is no different! Major Carole 
talked about Abigail’s beauty, intelligence, 
and determination to make peace and care 
for her family in the face of  an abusive and 
degrading relationship. A powerful time of  
prayer followed this session – prayer for men 
who abuse, and for women trapped in violent 
and abusive relationships. “This situation 

is not acceptable to God,” Major Carole 
clearly stated. “You can continue to love and 
pray for your men, but you do not have to 
stay in an abusive and dangerous situation.” 
She concluded the session paraphrasing the 
“happy ending” from Revelation 19: “In the 
end, the perfect man will come for us on a 
white horse, and he is called ‘Faithful and 
True’. Let’s make him the lover of  our souls, 
today.” 
 In her final session, Major Carole 
discussed Mary Magdalene’s love for, and 
dedication to, Jesus, and how the Lord 
rescued her from demons and used her 
powerfully in ministry. “For me she  connects 
with Eve – at the other end,” Major Carole 
said. “She clung to the resurrected Jesus 
when she recognised him, and is the first one 
to  announce the living Christ. The message 
her voice carried restored paradise lost. We 
can now re-enter the garden and have a right 
relationship with God. Let’s cling to Jesus as 
Mary did – her relationship with him was the 
most important aspect of  her entire life.”

Women and preaching
Often a contentious issue in the wider 
Church, Major Carole skimmed through 
the Bible in her final session and showed 
delegates how God had chosen different 
women throughout history, and used them 
in varied and mighty ways to preach, to 
prophesy, and to minister. These women 
included Hulda, Esther, Lydia, Tabitha, the 
woman at the well, and Priscilla. 
 “Spiritual gifts are available to all in 
Christ,” Major Carole concluded. “This is 
not a gender issue but a Spirit one. There is a 
ministry, a gift of  the Spirit for every woman. 
If  you are in Christ Jesus, he has a ministry 
for you, something for you do to, or say, a way 
to use your testimony, gifts and talents. No 
one goes without in the Spirit. If  you don't 
know, ask him, he is faithful.”

going home
Major Carole acknowledged that, for many 
of  the delegates, going home after Captivated 
would not be easy. “For those of  you 

Capti vated
by the word

Women from all walks of life joined together  
to worship, study God's Word, and enjoy a  
great weekend of connecting with others at  
the Women's Ministries Territorial conference  
– Captivated by the Word.

Guest	speaker	Major	Carole	Bate	(far	left);	worship	and	praise	(left);	arts	and	crafts	at	
the	Collaroy	Centre	(top	right);	Tara	(left)	and	Jordan	Hall	add	a	richness	to	worship	
music	during	the	Brisbane	conference	(bottom	right).	Photos:	Shairon	Paterson
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filled Army ready for the 21st century, 
convinced of  its calling to save, grow, and 
serve, and moving forward together – 
everyone, the broken, the fractured, officers, 
those from good homes – to reach the world 
with the transforming message of  Jesus and 
free the world. 
 “It’s the spirit who empowers, the Spirit 
who gives light, it will blow your mind to see 
what God can do. Our mission field may be 
our home and those within our comfort zone, 
our extended family, our Middle Eastern 
neighbour, an Indigenous person, a child, or 
an elderly person. The Lord is calling us to 
the world!”
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returning to face difficult circumstances that 
may not change right away or any time soon, 
don't go without the strength of  the Lord. 
Ask God for the courage of  Abigail to return 
home, or the wisdom of  Miriam to have the 
right words to say – God is offering you that 
strength today.”

Women on a mission
During both conferences, a panel of  four 
different women shared their testimonies, 
with delegates having the opportunity to ask 
questions at the end of  the session. These 
were moving and powerful, with stories 
including finding Jesus in the midst of  
addictions to drugs and alcohol, domestic 
violence and family dysfunctions. Others 
shared their experience of  God's love and 
faithfulness in the face of  a loved one's illness 
and death, the near breakdown of  a marriage, 
and how a happy childhood in a strong 
Christian home has enabled them to reach out 
and minister to people from all walks of  life 
in their community.
 Commissioner Linda Bond, Territorial 

Commander, concluded the conference with 
a message on recognising our mission field, 
sharing our story, and allowing God to heal us 
so we can reach out to others.
 “We all have pain, we are all broken in 
some way, but if  we want to be women on a 
mission, if  we want to get out and help the 
lonely, broken, hurt, dispossessed and lost, 
we need the Lord to heal our own sense of  
lostness, brokenness, and hurt,” she said. 
 “We have a story that we can share IF 
we know he has saved us from our sins and 
that he is our forgiver, lover, counsellor, and 
healer. He is the one who can fix our pain and 
he is real, not just a religious figure.
 “To be on a mission is to be a witness to 
what Jesus has done for us and and to share 
how our lives are different now.”
 Commissioner Bond explained how God 
always does so much more than we could 
ever anticipate or expect, and that we need 
to be ready to watch him work once we are 
prepared to tell our story in the mission field 
where he has placed us. 
 “My vision for this territory is a Spirit-

Recordings of the 
Captivated sessions are 
available for purchase. 
See your corps officer 
for details.
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Guest	presenters	Major	Carole	Bate	and	
her	daughter,	Heather	(far	left);	Lt.	Colonel	
Miriam	Gluyas	and	Major	Julie	Alley	model	
the	fairy	outfits	from	the	Collaroy	arts	and	
crafts	table	(top	left);	Fellowship	(top	right);	
Commissioner	Linda	Bond	(centre)	thanks	
the	four	ladies	who	gave	their	testimonies	
in	Brisbane	(above	centre);	Worship	(left);	
Captain	Rita	Vele,	Divisional	Director	of	
Women's	Ministries	from	the	PNG	North	
Coastal	Division	(bottom	centre);	The	
Brisbane	Street	Level	van	makes	specialty	
Fairtrade	coffees	for	delegates	at	the	
Watson	Park	venue	(bottom	right).	Photos:	
Shairon	Paterson

Photo: Simone Worthing

Photo: Simone Worthing
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sW: From the usA to Eastern Europe, 
and now to Australia, your calling and 
ministry has taken you all around the 
world. Can you share a brief  overview of  
your journey? 

CB: I grew up in the Salvation Army. My 
parents and grandparents were officers so I 
have lived in many different places. However, 
until I met my husband Alastair, my home 
had always been in the United States. Alastair 
is a New Zealander and also a child of  
officers. He moved from country to country 
and I think culture shock is his comfort zone! 
We felt called to serve in Russia and arrived 
there in 1994 with two babies. We served for 

Q
&A

Major Carole Bate, a 
Salvation Army officer in 
the USA Eastern Territory 
was guest speaker at 
Captivated, accompanied 
by her daughter, Heather. 
During the Brisbane 
conference, Simone 
Worthing caught up with 
them for a chat

9 years in the now Eastern Europe Territory 
and when we returned to the States we had 
increased to a family of  6! 
 We are now serving just outside New 
York City in New Jersey. Life is fast paced in 
this area and with the responsibilities of  being 
a Mum, a wife and a corps officer, I have had 
to seek new ways of  spending quality time 
with God. I have also needed him more each 
day just to keep a peace within as the world 
spins around me. 

sW: As a fifth generation salvationist, you 
have a rich Army heritage. Did you feel a 
strong personal call to officership?

CB: I felt called to officership at the age of  
14. I signed a card at youth councils to mark 
the occasion, and even projected the date 
when I thought I would go into training.
 Within a year I left the church and the 
Lord and went through some rebellious 
years. My father had everyone praying for me 
that he knew prayed! One night with some 
friends I had an argument with an atheist. 
I argued passionately from the Christian 
standpoint, more from what I knew than 
from my own belief  – I wanted to win that 
argument! Later that night my friend asked 
me what my parents did. I told her, even 

though she already knew. In what 
was like a “Peter” moment, she told 
me that’s what I would be as well. I 
went to bathroom, overwhelmed with 
her words, my sin, and the problems 
facing me at the time. I needed to 
talk, to confess to someone, so I rang 
my father and just cried. He tracked 
down a lady I’d had as a mentor when 
I was younger, she called me and I 
confessed a lot of  stuff. I told her that 
the thought of  becoming an officer 
was preventing me giving my heart to 
Jesus because for me, the two went 
hand in hand. She  convinced me that 
this didn’t need to be, and I accepted 
Jesus. Two years later God knew it 
was time to bring up the topic. I went 
to the altar during the meeting, cried, 
and then cried all the way home. When 
I told my Mum I was crying because 
I felt God was calling me to be an 
officer, it was like the weight of  the 
world had been taken off  me. Not  
long after that, I found the card I’d 
signed when I was 14, and ended up 
being commissioned the same year 
projected on that card! On the bottom 
of  the card was a verse that has been 
precious to me throughout my journey: 
“If  we are faithless, he will remain 
faithful ...”(2 Timothy 2:13).

sW: You’ve just published a book of  
poetry, My New Song. What is the history 
behind this book?

CB: This book wasn’t my idea. Our territorial 
leader, Commissioner Nancy Moretz, had 
seen some of  my writings on a blog that I 
share with family and friends, and she asked 
if  I’d be interested in turning it into a book. 
It’s a compilation of  the poetry I’ve written 
over the past 12 years – it’s my journal, my 
personal journal of  time with the Lord. A 
friend of  mine did the layout, graphic design, 
and artwork. Another friend wrote two songs 
using words from my poems and then Doug 
Berry from the band “Unbound” wrote 8 
more songs and put them all together onto 
the CD that accompanies the book. It was 
encouraging to see poetry, art and music 
in one volume – there is something for 
everyone.

sW: The theme of  Captivated this year is 
“Women Like us”. how did you come 
to choose this theme, as well as the 
particular women whose stories you 
present? 

CB: After a Home League Bible study on 

women in the Bible during my first corps 
appointment, one of  the ladies asked me why 
there were no “good” examples of  women 
in Scripture. All the women, in her opinion, 
were bad examples to us because of  choices 
they had made. 
 I began to look deeper into some of  my 
favourite Bible stories and discovered that 
these women may not have been perfect but 
there were lessons to be learned from them. 
They made good choices and bad choices – 
they were women like us!
 I chose each of  the women for different 
reasons – I had found things in their stories 
that I hadn’t noticed before, got excited about 
and wanted to share.

sW: Do these women have anything in 
common?

CB: The thing they have in common is that 
they are different! They all have a message 
and the Lord has chosen their stories to be in 

Scripture for a reason. We too are different, 
but we all have a message, a story to tell. 
 These women also all had a voice – Eve 
used hers to talk to the serpent and to Adam, 
leading to the curse; Miriam and Abigail 
used their voices to speak out, to lead, and to 
protect their families; and  Mary Magdalene 
announced the resurrection of  Jesus, 
restoring the voice of  Eve. Now, we are all 
one in Christ Jesus and have our voice in him. 

sW: This is your first time ministering 
with heather. What has it been like?

CB: Doing something together for the first 
time is always neat, and this is a special 
memory we will always have. It has been a 
great privilege and good for us, as mother and 
daughter, to minister to other people. 
 In 2005 during a prayer time with some 
of  my close friends, one of  them gave me 
a word and said that I was to include my 
daughters in my ministry. The invitation to 

Captivated reminded me of  this word. I prayed 
about it and made the suggestions to the 
leadership, believing if  it was God’s will, then 
the plans would be confirmed through their 
decision. So I believe this is part of  God’s 
plan for both of  us. 

sW: What are some of  your reflections on 
the Captivated conferences?

CB: People have been friendly, kind, and 
very responsive. It’s been exciting to see 
people engage, participate with others as they 
discover new things and get excited with you. 
 I pray that those who came were 
captivated by the Holy Spirit of  God, 
captivated by the Living Word, and captivated 
by a freedom in worship and joy in fellowship! 
 Personally, I have been blessed by you. 
I have been reminded of  God’s faithfulness 
to me, even in leading me to this conference. 
As I said at the beginning, even when we are 
faithless, he remains faithful! 

Capti vated
by the word

From Heather’s perspective...

SW: Can you tell us a little about 
your background, and your journey 
with the Lord? 

HB:I was born in the United States 
but celebrated my second birthday 
in St. Petersburg, Russia. I grew 
up as the kid of officers in Russia, 
Finland and the Republic of Georgia. 

We returned to the United Sates 
when I was 11, and I experienced 
culture shock in my own home 
country. It was an adjustment for 
me and my family. 
 I asked the Lord into my heart 
at the age of 7. Prayer is a big part 
of my life and relationship with the 
Lord. I don’t like praying out loud 
in groups but I do feel his presence 
when I spend time alone in prayer. 

SW: This is your first time 
ministering with your Mum. What 
has that been like for you?

HB: I’ve really enjoyed it. I like being 
with Mum when we get to talk and 
stuff, and this is something we get 
to do together which gives us an 
even better relationship.  

SW: How did you get involved in 
drama?

HB:I’ve been studying drama 
at my corps for 7 years and just 
love to minister through the 
creative arts. At Captivated I’ll 
be presenting three monologues 
that were written especially for 
this conference, and a solo. The 
monologues make a serious point 
but are also humorous, which I 
like. I’ve been studying them for 

a month, and my drama teacher 
worked with me on movement and 
expression as well. I practised them 
in New Zealand before we came 
here, on the plane, in the car – 
everywhere I went. 
 When I turn 18 I would love to 
be a part of CAST – the Creative 
Arts Service Team – that travels to 
different summer camps and corps 
in our territory and preaches the 
gospel through creative arts. I hope 
to make drama part of my future 
career as well.

SW: What are some of your 
reflections on Captivated?

HB: I like the fact that the people 
here want to learn more, are thirsty 
to learn, and are excited by deeper 
things we have missed in the Bible. 
It’s been great to see women of 
all ages worshipping together and 
having fun. People have been very 
encouraging too, when my drama 
has helped them  understand the 
message in a clearer way. 
 I also look at this as a privilege 
for me to learn myself. These events 
help me have a better relationship 
with God. I am very grateful for the 
invitation to come here, and being 
able to meet everyone. 
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Night before French toast
Serves 8

1 French stick cut into 2cm slices
(regular bread can also be used, if preferred)
4 tablespoons butter
2/3 cup brown sugar
4 eggs, beaten
2 cups milk
½ teaspoon cinnamon

Great brunch idea

Every hour the hour of God’s will

‘Our continual mistake is that we do not 
concentrate upon the present day, the 

actual hour, of our life; we live in the past or in the 
future; we are continually expecting the coming 
of some special moment when our life will unfold 
itself in its full significance. And we do not notice 
that life is flowing like water through our fingers, 
sifting like precious grain from a loosely fastened 
bag. Constantly, each day, each hour, God is sending 
us people, circumstances, tasks which should 
mark the beginning of our renewal; yet we pay 
them no attention, and thus continually we resist 
God’s will for us. Indeed, how can God help us? 
Only by sending us in our daily life certain people, 
and certain coincidences of circumstance. If we 
accepted every hour of our life as the hour of 
God’s will for us, as the decisive, most important, 
unique hour of our life – what sources of joy, love, 
strength, as yet hidden from us, would spring from 
the depths of our soul! Let us then be serious in 
our attitude towards each person we meet in our 
life, towards every opportunity of performing a 
good deed; be sure that you will then fulfil God’s 
will for you in these very circumstances, on that 
very day, in that very hour.’

Alexander Elchaninove, The Diary of a 
Russian Priest

The Salvation Army publishes devotional thoughts 
such as these each week on its international 
website – www.salvationarmy.org under the 
heading Pause for Thought. ”

“

Geraldine, the Vicar of  Dibley, 
is not someone you imagine 
as a ballerina! However, in 
one episode of  this popular 

television series, she appears in a knee length 
tutu, dancing as a mirror image for Darcey 
Bussell, a former principal ballerina with the 
Royal London Ballet. 
 Darcey’s pirouettes and arabesques are 
seemingly effortless, but when you watch 
Geraldine you don’t see gracefulness or poise! 
Picture the scene and a smile may come to 
your face, or view the video clip (see www.
youtube.com) and have a laugh!
 Geraldine’s level of  enthusiasm and 
awkward movements show that this is not 
something she is naturally gifted for, or 
passionate about! She performs, but we don’t 
see her happy, fulfilled or appreciated. At 
the end of  the dance Darcey receives a large 
bouquet of  flowers; Geraldine receives a 
token single daisy.
 In another episode of  The Vicar of  Dibley, 
the church council gives their vicar a special 
gift in appreciation of  her years of  service – a 
chocolate fountain. Geraldine begins eating 
the chocolate with a small spoon, then she 
fills a goblet and eventually she tells them, 
“I’m going in” and dives into the chocolate 
fountain!
 There is no question that Geraldine 
is passionate about chocolate and will do 
everything she can for chocolate, regardless 
of  the expectations of  others!
 If  we looked in on your life, what would 
we discover? Would we find any passion 
there? 

Following your passion
There are tasks in life that we have to do. 
The meals have to be cooked, the washing 
done and the body rested. But do you allow 
yourself  time for your passion?
 When you follow your passions you 
find fulfilment. The sense of  achievement 
you gain encourages and energises you. The 
opposite is also true. When Geraldine finished 
dancing she was ready to stop, that was 
enough. When we continually do things that 
don’t come naturally or require great energy 
and effort on our part, we finish off  feeling 
drained and exhausted.

 God wants you to live in a way that 
reflects how he created you. Jesus talks about 
this in Matthew 11:28-30: “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
 When we live according to our passions, 
the yoke fits and is not a burden. You know 
the feeling; in the morning it’s easy to get up 
and get going. There is a sense of  expectation 
and excitement. 
 There may still be challenges, you may still 
have to equip yourself  for the task, but you 
look forward to doing it. You find a sense of  
fulfilment.

Discover your passions
It is a journey of  discovery to find what you 
are passionate about. You need to take into 
account many aspects of  life including natural 
abilities, important values in your life, your 
spiritual gifts and your personality type.
 Over the last few years I have been 
coaching young girls to play netball. This 
means I have to organise my busy life and, 
often on training days I have to go back to 
the office to complete unfinished tasks. You 
may ask, why do it?
 I have learnt that, as a Christian, I have 
a passion for encouraging women and girls 
to come to know and grow in their love 
for Jesus and, in that process, become the 
women they have been created to be. To do 
this I need to have relationships with women 
and girls who don’t yet know Jesus. Each 
week during netball season I meet girls and 
their mums, we develop friendships and I 
have the opportunity to bring Jesus into the 
conversations or invite them to a special event 
at the church.
 At the end of  each training session I am 
physically spent but so energised by seeing the 
training work, the gaining of  a skill, or feeling 
the sense of  achievement on game day when 
it all comes together and the girls play as a 
team. 
 I’d ask you not to tell the girls that I am 
passionate about them finding a relationship 
with Jesus. You don’t have to tell them I am 
enjoying myself  – they already know that!

Passion energises
When I do something that energises me, 
it overflows into other areas of  my life as 
well. I work harder with the women in my 
congregation and women’s groups at the 
church because they are already seeking Jesus 
and I know how difficult it is to bring people 
into the church and a relationship with him. 
I learn about team work and achieving goals 
– lessons I can apply when leading a group 
of  people and working towards a common 
purpose. 
 My journey of  discovery has led me to 
the realisation that knowing my passions 
make the “yoke” easy. In netball I have 
natural abilities. Some of  my spiritual gifts are 
teaching, evangelism and leadership. I value 
religious beliefs, authenticity and physical 
health and fitness. My personality type is 
such that I “build one-on-one relationships 
and use them to provide motivation, support 
and coaching” (You’ve Got Personality, Mary 
McGuiness, ©2004, p.41).
 This is how God has created me. An 
acceptance of  who I am and what I am 
passionate about means I find purpose in my 
life. I love being involved in life transforming 
small groups with women. I love ministering 
through our other women’s groups. I love to 
worship and preach. 
 When I am doing what God has called, 
equipped and empowered me to be I am 
passionate, fulfilled and re-energised. I still do 
the other things but I know the importance 
of  following the passions that Jesus has 
placed in my life. 
 I don’t think I will ever dance like Darcey 
Bussell or dive into a chocolate fountain 
like Geraldine. However, I plan to keep on 
coaching netball and encouraging women and 
girls to come to know and grow in their love 
for Jesus and become the women he created 
them to be. After all, this is the yoke that fits 
me well. What about you?

Major Vicki Clarke
Corps officer, gold 
Coast Temple Corps

The night before serving, melt butter and brown sugar in a 
small pan, stirring until sugar dissolves. Pour mixture into a 
round baking dish, approximately 25-30cm in diameter. Lay the 
bread slices on top of the mixture. Combine the beaten eggs 
with the milk and cinnamon. Pour over the bread. Cover the 
dish with plastic wrap and refrigerate overnight. 
In the morning, pre-heat oven to 180-200° and uncover baking 
dish. Bake for 30-40 minutes.
Enjoy!

The Promise
The message of the Bible 
through the voices of women
Naomi Reed
Ark House, 2009

“Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister ... ” 
(John 19:25). This is the only reference in the Bible to Mary’s sister, 
and in this book it is to this sister – author Naomi Reed calls her 
“Joanna” – that women throughout the Bible speak as she struggles 
to comprehend her grief and confusion in the time between the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.
 “I began to think about all the women in the generations before 
us, from the beginning of time until now, who have walked this earth 
and held on to the promises of God – those thousands of women 
who have clung on to God while desperate things happened all 
around them,” Joanna says, before a selection of these women from 
the Bible begin telling her their stories.
 In contemporary storytelling style, Naomi Reed explores the 
struggles, heartaches, victories and faith of women such as Sarah, 
Leah, Rahab, Hannah, Huldah, Esther, and many others, using their 
experiences and belief in Yahweh and his promises to encourage 
and reassure Joanna.
 “Their words spoke to me over the next 12 hours ... they were 
talking to me – telling me their stories – but mostly, they were 
telling me about God, about what he’s like, about what he’s always 
been like and why he’s worth believing ... Their voices comforted 
me – but not because they were comforting in themselves, it 
was because of the way they pointed me to the promise himself, 
Yahweh,” Joanna explains.
 The stories of these women, in modern language but their own 
historical setting, show clearly how God is at work and has always 
been at work, revealing himself and his plans and his mighty power, 
love and kindness, to people down through time. The stories help 
Joanna (and the reader!) believe that God’s promises of forgiveness 
and an eternal relationship with him are real, and absolutely meant 
for them as well.
 The message of The Promise is that, despite our circumstances, 
struggles and trials, God is with us, working in us, and his promises 
are sure both today and for the future. And that’s not all. Jesus will 
return, his plans for the world will be realised, and the whole earth 
will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God.
 Joanna concludes that Yahweh has kept all of his promises, “and 
that’s the reason I can hope today. And so can you.”
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Discovering the God-given passions within you

The chocolate 
fountains of life...
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Seventeen-year-old Rachel Sutton 

has never been able to verbally 
proclaim her faith in Jesus. Despite 
that inability, she has a deep love for 

God and was recently enrolled as a soldier at 
Campsie Salvation Army. 

Rachel suffers from the most severe form 
of  cerebral palsy. This condition affects her 
tendons and muscles, leaving her incapable of  
speaking and moving at will. Because of  this, 
Rachel, in her wheelchair, will either have stiff  
and “spastic” limbs, or lacking any control, 
will fall over. 

Cerebral palsy is not intrinsically 
connected to intellectual delays, contrary to 
popular assumption. Instead, in many cases, 
the more severe the cerebral palsy, the higher 
the intelligence of  an individual. 

Tanya Sutton, Rachel’s 29-year-old 
“cousin”, is a perfect example of  this. She 
too is in a wheelchair because of  her cerebral 
palsy, and despite being vision impaired, she 
has excelled in education to the point of  
achieving a Masters degree in Indigenous 
Health. 

“All these children, they’ve got bright 
thoughts,” says Margaret Sutton, Rachel’s 
adopted mother. “People assume when you sit 
in a wheelchair you sit on your brain.” 

Relationship with god
Margaret is firm when she speaks about the 
authentic relationships Rachel and Tanya 
have with God. To support this she mentions 
Rachel’s love for Christian music. 

“Your mind is what tells you where you 
are with God, not what you say,” she shares. 

“You don’t have to be out there, yelling 
and screaming and praising God,” adds Ivy 
Sutton, Margaret’s twin-sister. “[The girls] 
have got their faith within ‘here’” (she points 
to her heart). 

Tanya’s faith in Jesus came about in a 
remarkable and supernatural way. Prior to 
being adopted by Ivy at the age of  eight, 
Tanya suffered horrific abuse at the hands of  
institutions and adopted families. 

“One of  the abusive things she 
experienced was being left on the toilet, from 
morning until night,” says Margaret. “She 
couldn’t get off, being a quadriplegic, so she 
just sat there.”  

Tears develop in her eyes as she continues, 
“We used to say, ‘What did you do [on the 
toilet]?’ ‘Oh, I just used to sit there and talk to 
someone.’ And we thought, well that is what 
children do if  they’re bored; they sit there 
and find an imaginary friend. But Tanya came 
to the Army and she sat there, and she said, 
‘Aunty Marg, Aunty Marg, I know who that 
person was who sat and spoke to me when I 
had to sit on that toilet. It was Jesus’.” 

Ivy and Margaret grew up in a Christian, 
Salvation Army home. Of  their five other 
siblings, one of  their brothers was in a plane 
crash which left him paraplegic, and another 
brother was born with spina bifida. Having 
two brothers in wheelchairs was simply 
normal for them and in time, they wanted to 
help people in similar situations. 

Time to adopt
Before retiring, Ivy was first a Salvation 
Army officer and then, when she considered 
adopting, she was working as an early 
childhood nurse. Margaret also trained in 
nursing and this included working with the 
Aboriginal community in the outback, where 
Ivy later joined her. These backgrounds were 
led by God and set the pathway for them to 
adopt children. 

When Ivy commenced the adoption 
process for Tanya she was very forward about 
her Christianity and previous officership, and 
said whatever child she adopted would be 
raised in a Christian home. 

While a Christian on the adoption 
interview panel was a blessing, Margaret and 
Ivy’s work with the Aboriginal community 
greatly assisted the adoption process for 
Tanya, as generally non-Aboriginals cannot 
adopt Aboriginal children. 

Life may be busy with a child with 
disabilities, but it is a rewarding life. “There 

are lots of  children on special needs adoption, 
and lots of  children out there on fostering 
that need a home,” says Ivy. “These children 
are probably children that nobody wants. 
When people want to adopt, or foster 
children, they want what they call that 
‘perfect’ child.” 

As Tanya grew, Ivy suggested to her sister 
that she consider adopting a child of  her 
own. Initially Margaret was going to adopt a 
13-year-old girl, but then she was spoken to 
about two-year-old Rachel. “No-one at the 
Army knew I had this little girl,” explains 
Margaret with a smile. “One moment I was 
waiting on the [13-year-old] then suddenly 
Rachel turned up at Campsie Army and 
everybody was shocked to think that I had 
a daughter with the least pregnancy of  
everybody!” 

Ivy elected an early retirement so 
she could be home with Tanya once she 
completed school. “But when I retired I 
thought, I can’t do nothing, so I decided 
to take up fostering … And we ended up 
keeping the boy.” 

Jack* is now four, and also suffers from 
cerebral palsy (albeit at a less extremity than 
the girls), without intellectual delay. He is 
able to walk with the help of  leg splints that 
prevent his legs from experiencing spasms 
and keep his feet straight on the floor. 

Challenges
Caring for Rachel, Tanya and Jack is 
rewarding and enjoyable for Ivy and Margaret, 
but it also presents its challenges. 

Firstly, their day will always commence at 
6:30am. This is because they must, with the 
assistance of  a government-supplied carer, 
get Rachel and Tanya out of  bed. The process 
involves unhooking oxygen masks, unclipping 
limb splints and taking care of  personal 
hygiene for the girls. As single women, not 
only do they need to care for the children, but 
also a lot of  home maintenance, both inside 
and out, is required. 

One of  the biggest struggles they face is 
when they see how other people treat their 
children. For example, Rachel experiences a 
lot of  isolation because she is non-verbal, as 
people do not know how to communicate 

Adopting children with cerebral palsy makes for a challenging, yet rewarding, life. 
Margaret and Ivy Sutton talk to Julia Hosking about their amazing experiences

“People assume 
when you sit in a 
wheelchair you sit 

on your brain.”
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with her. This is enhanced when Margaret 
must drive Rachel to youth group outings 
because their corps does not have a 
wheelchair accessible bus. 

Despite the difficulties people have, 
Margaret believes it is quite simple to 
communicate with Rachel. “To be able to 
talk with Rachel, you’ve got to have a good 
gift of  the gab. Anybody can come up and 
communicate with Rachel as much as they 
like,” Margaret says. “Rachel answers with her 
eyes up for yes and shakes her head for no. 
And if  she agrees with you, she’ll sit there and 
go, ‘Ya’.” 

Margaret and Ivy also recognise that the 
Church and community do not accept people 
with disabilities as readily as they should. The 
Church, and The Salvation Army in particular, 
is increasingly becoming more multicultural, 
however. “But I think once you include your 
disabilities in your church, you’ll start to 
include all your migrants and immigrants,” 
Margaret says. “If  you’ve got the ability to 
accept someone with a disability, you’ll be 
able to accept any type of  multiculturalism.” 

A few months ago, both Sutton families 
moved homes. They each moved into a house 
(Ivy’s house is behind Margaret’s) that was 
purpose built for their individual situations. 
Something that both Rachel and Tanya opted 
for in their new home was ample living area 
so that they could entertain friends. This is 
because, due to their wheelchairs, they often 
miss out on gatherings at others’ homes. 

An amazing experience
Although there are many challenges and 
struggles, Margaret and Ivy find that being 

the mother to children with cerebral palsy is 
an amazing experience. “And if  you look at it 
like this,” Margaret says, “Rachel’s 17 now and 
I could have a 17-year-old child of  my own 
who could be out there on drugs, or have a 
car accident and be gone.” 

Even with all the joys, making the 
commitment to adopt a child when almost at 
the age of  retirement may be perceived as a 
risky move. “People kept saying to me, you 
know it’s a lifetime commitment, you’ve got 
her until you’re 90, how can you handle it; and 
it really put the scare up me,” says Margaret. 
“But I thought no, you’ve got to believe in 
God. God said he’ll never give you more than 
you can handle, so you’ve got to put your 
faith in God.” And when she prayed about 
adopting Rachel, God said, “Take her.” 

What it came down to though, when Ivy 
thought about adopting Tanya, and later Jack, 
and for Margaret when she thought about 
adopting Rachel, was that they knew God 
had given them a duty of  care. “And it wasn’t 
just a duty of  care for [their] physical being,” 
says Ivy, “but I feel there is a duty of  care 
for [their] spiritual being … We know that 
someone who can come into our home has 
that chance of  knowing God.” 

Julia hosking is a 
journalist with The 
salvation Army’s 
Communications team.

*Name has been changed for privacy reasons 

Above:	Jack;	Right:	Margaret	
(left)	and	Rachel

Ivy	(right)	with	children	Jack	and	Tanya
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women in touchSenior

The guilt was almost crippling. My 
friend’s unmarried daughter had 
just told them that she and her 
fiancé were expecting a baby. My 

friend and her husband, who co-pastored a 
church, had taught their daughter to honour 
God and herself  by keeping herself  sexually 
pure until marriage. Together they dreamed 
of  a time when she would stand pure before 
God, her husband-to-be and her family, and 
would make those lifetime vows of  marriage. 
The dream was shared fully by their daughter. 
She had made a “True Love Waits” pledge 
and was a leader of  sexual abstinence at their 
church and within her circle of  friends at 
school. 

The days were dark for that mum 
and dad. Going through the motions of  
everyday life the first few weeks after the 
announcement was tough. But the nights 
were even darker. Even with prayer, and doing 
all the right things to “insure” a good night’s 
sleep, the nights were almost unbearable. In 
the quietness Satan would attack loud and 
clear. “If  only you had prayed more …” “If  
only you had talked more with her …” “If  
only you had fasted throughout the years for 
her …” “If  only you had not allowed her to 
go away to university …” “If  only you had 
preached sexual purity more …” “If  only …” 

Satan clobbered those parents with guilt. 
He used that part of  their conscience. He 
twisted it, as he does with so many of  our 
innate, God-given monitors and appetites, 
and used it against those godly parents. But 
he did not defeat them. 

  
how did they survive those guilt attacks 
by satan? 
•	 They asked god for forgiveness for 

any failure they may have had that 
may have contributed to this sin.
Psalm 32:5 tells us, “Then I acknowledged 
my sin to you and did not cover up 
my iniquity. I said, ‘I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord’ -- and you 
forgave the guilt of  my sin. ‘Selah’.” 

•	 They lived in days of  constant prayer.
Oh, they couldn’t close themselves away 
and spend all day in private prayer with 
Jesus. Daily ministry responsibilities 
and new tasks caused by moving up the 
wedding date by several months filled 
their days. But they lived in a state of  
continual prayer as they continued their 
normal lives. They begged God for 
strength in their entire beings, in their 
bodies, minds and spirits. “But they that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isaiah 
40:30 King James Version).

•	 They quickly confessed this sin in 
their family to their faith community. 
Of  course, this was done with the full 
permission and support of  their daughter. 
By doing this, they maintained trust with 
their denominational leaders and with the 
members of  their local church. Also, this 
enabled all those in their faith community 
to help them carry this burden. The men 
encouraged them. The women joined in 
and helped with the quick wedding plans. 
It actually drew those believers closer 
together. “Therefore confess your sins 
to each other and pray for each other so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of  a 
righteous man is powerful and effective” 
(James 5:16).

If  you are suffering with guilt over 
something you have done, or have not done, 
I advise you to do these things listed above. 
Make sure you have confessed it to God. 
Live in a state of  prayer. Love those who 
are involved in the situation. Seek godly 
counsel. Confess to those to whom you are 
accountable, and allow them to help you. As 
you do these things, tell Satan that you are 
a child of  God and that you are walking in 
His ways. Take confidence in that, and Satan 
will eventually give up and move on. Live in 
confidence “…that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of  Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6. 

Major Brenda herivel
Chief  operations officer
Russia Division, Eastern 
Europe Territory

Brenda Rhoads Herivel has been a Salvation Army 
officer for 25 years, serving in pastoral, social and 
administrative ministries. Along with her training as 
an officer, she also holds masters degrees in Ministry 
and Social Work.

“Satan clobbered 
those parents with 
guilt ... But he did 
not defeat them.”

•	 They loved their daughter and her 
fiancé. They grasped that, whatever 
they were feeling, the “kids” were 
feeling it even more. In doing this they 
acknowledged that, “All have sinned and 
fall short of  the glory of  God” (Romans 
3:23).

•	 They sought godly counsel. They 
called together a few close Christian 
friends and shared what was happening 
in their lives. These dear people prayed 
together, and counseled my friends.  
As Proverbs 15:22 says, “Plans fail for 
lack of  counsel, but with many advisers 
they succeed.” 

Conquering guilt

players  are good examples! It has been a 
positive experience to have a go and find I 
can do these things. 

I miss the sharing of little everyday 
things, or discussing a book I’m reading, 
or talking through issues and decisions. 
I have become more dependent on the 
Lord, sharing the day with him more than 
before, and praying much more about 
decisions I need to make. I am learning to 
await God’s time and not be impatient for 
quick answers to my prayers. It has been 
wonderful to see how God has worked out 
some situations I was concerned about – in 
ways I had not even thought of! 

I have become more aware of 
the importance of family and friends. 
Their love and support have been a 
great strength to me. How I value 
their friendship, and I realise now how 
important is the friendship I offer as well.

I am so grateful for the 48 years of my 
life with Jim. They are precious and hold 
many memories which no one can take 
from me. I know I am a better person for 
those years together, and they influence 
me still. 

There are lots of things I miss and no 
one else can fill Jim’s place, but God has 
made up for this in so many ways. Life is 
different – but it is good. I have so much to 
thank God for, and am so grateful for his 
love and presence and provision. 

I want the remainder of my life to 
be according to God’s plan for me. The 
number of years is not an issue for me, 
but the quality matters. God is allowing 
me to live the remainder of my life 
alone, so I give the minuses to him, and 
ask that he will use the pluses of my 
new circumstances, my “single” life, as 
he wants to. Romans 8:28 has been a 
strength to me over the years, assuring me 
that God is entirely trustworthy: “And we 
know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.”

I’m content and glad to leave the 
present and my future in his hands – the 
safest place in all the world! 

My purpose in sharing in this way is to 
encourage readers who have recently been 
widowed. Perhaps you would like to share 
how it is for you? 

May you also find that God is more 
than sufficient for every need. How blessed 
we are! 

Colonel Margaret 
Martin (ret.)
Redcliffe City Corps

Edith Rolfe from the Coffs 
Harbour Corps describes herself 
as a prayer warrior. A junior 
soldier from the age of 9, corps 

officer for many years until her husband’s 
health failed, and dedicated servant of 
God, Edith praises the Lord “for every 
opportunity that comes my way to serve 
him as best I can, with the strength he 
gives to my body, soul and spirit.”

Praying for youth
A few years ago, a “longing to see more 
young people attending worship” gripped 
Edith. She began praying for all the 

young people 
she knew 
associated 
with the 
fellowship at 
The Salvation 
Army.

“I hardly 
knew any 
by name or 
family, so with 
the help of 
others we put 
together a list 

of 40 names,” Edith said.
“Some of these young people are 

now parents themselves and others have 
moved away, but their roots are here so 
we must pray for them.”

At a recent half night of prayer, the 
number on the list grew to 58.

“I see many teenagers in my walks 
around Coffs Harbour and I greet them, 
generally getting a response,” Edith 
said. “Maybe the others are in shock, 
wondering who this old lady is who 
bothers to smile and speak kindly to them! 
I pray for them, too.”

Not many young people have been 
coming to the meetings recently, but 
Edith is undaunted. “My faith doesn’t 
come from seeing results but by believing 
in what we cannot see. I believe young 
people are a significant part of God’s 
plan for these days, created for a special 
purpose, with unique abilities. We must 
pray for all youth!” 

Street Ministry
Edith is also passionate about street 
ministry. “At first I thought this just 
meant going into the streets at night to 
aid those battling various addictions,” 

Edith explained. “I soon found out that 
it was also done in shopping centres 
during the day. This was a different kind 
of street ministry, but still a ministry to the 
community!”

“Many people never enter a place of 
worship or have a thought about their 
spiritual need, so the presence of the 
Salvos in their uniform tells them that we 
represent a God who loves them. They see 
people who not only “do good work” for 
them, but are also people in whom they 
can confide and share a problem,” she 
said.

 “Then there are the mums and dads 
with young ones who love the stickers 
with a verse of Scripture. My prayer is 
that as they read these stickers, the Word 
will touch their hearts and linger in their 
minds.”

Edith firmly believes that God has 
“dropped this ministry into my lap, 
and while he gives me strength, I must 
continue.

He has said: ‘So is my word that goes 
out from my mouth: It will not return to 
me empty, but will accomplish what I 
desire and achieve the purpose for which I 
sent it,’” (Isaiah 55:11).

all the way my Saviour leads me

This  
new 
life
M

y waking thought on the 
morning following Jim’s 
passing was, “I’m a widow.” 
That was in July 2008. What a 

lot of changes have taken place since then!
In the early weeks I would often think, 

“Oh, I must tell Jim.” Then I’d remember. 
Sometimes a book or TV program would 
be advertised and my immediate thought 
would be, “Jim would enjoy that”. 

This has been the first time in my life 
that I have lived on my own. It took some 
getting used to. And yes, I do talk to 
myself sometimes!

I soon realised that I could please 
myself about what to cook, or when and 
where to go shopping. And, of course, 
there are not so many loads of washing 
and ironing each week! 

As with most couples, there were 
certain things Jim always did and now I 
need to do them. Using the video and DVD 

Prayer	warrior	Edith	Rolfe
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“This year is going to be 
my year of  adventure,” 
said Yvette Clarke, youth 
pastor of  Unleashed, Youth 

on the Gold Coast, and final year Bachelor 
of  Theology student at Metro Leadership 
College. “I actually have a plan for reading 
through the entire Bible. Youth is going to be 
really hard, but amazing. And I don’t know 
what the future holds but I am totally trusting 
that God will plant my feet in the right 
direction. I am eagerly anticipating what God 
is going to do this year.”

Trusting God hasn’t always been easy 
for Yvette. When she was almost 13, Yvette 
moved to Adelaide with her officer parents 
and siblings and, at the time, considered the 
move “the worst thing in the world” Yvette 
explained: “I hated the world, the Church, 
The Salvation Army, God, and my parents. I 
hated everything and just gave up on living.”

“Mum and Dad made me go to our youth 
pastor and I spent a lot of  time talking to 
him. Gradually I began to feel that there was 
someone listening, gradually I started going 
back to youth, and gradually things started to 
get better.

“I just couldn’t find God where I 
was. I was so hurt, there was so much 
misunderstanding about what was happening 
on different levels, and I just needed time to 
work through everything.

“Nobody ever taught me how to find 
God when things were hard,” she said. “I had 
to make the decision to go after him, to reach 
up and get him.”

Yvette moved to the Gold Coast with her 
family in 2005. “God made it clear to me that 
this move wasn’t just for my parents -- he had 
something for me to do as well,” she said.

“Best captain ever!”
Teachers and students at Yvette’s Christian 
school on the Gold Coast voted her as girls’ 

school captain, after she had only been 
attending there for two terms! “I was a very 
different captain,” Yvette said. “I didn’t focus 
on students’ grades but made an effort to 
make sure I knew every student in that high 
school and could talk to them about things 
that mattered. I encouraged them to look out 
for others and to be amazing friends, amazing 
mentors, and great role models for all the 
younger grades who looked up to them.”

At the end-of-year speech night Yvette 
received several awards, as well as praise and 
thanks from the principal for being “the best 
captain ever”!

Serving youth
After school, Yvette began a diploma 
in Contemporary Leadership at Metro 
Leadership College. This required 12 hours of  
service in a local Church so she began to lead 
the youth ministry at the Gold Coast Temple 
Corps. “The plan was that I would do it for a 
month, and then it became a term. Four years 
later, I am still doing it!” she said.

“The best thing about working with youth 
is seeing the change in the kids’ lives – seeing 
manners in a boy who was a bully, hearing 
kids ask questions about Jesus, and seeing kids 
starting to ‘get’ Jesus. Most of  our youth don’t 
come to the corps or attend another church, 
so it’s an extra special ministry.”

In her tiny amount of  spare time, Yvette 
also writes for MORE, the Salvation Army 
website for youth in the Australia Eastern 
Territory and beyond (salvos.org.au/more/). 
Check out one of  Yvette’s stories on page 
19 of  this magazine, and take some time to 
browse this amazing site!

“I really believe in the next generation, 
that they will rise up and change will come 
about because of  them. I want to help them 
know who they are as individuals in Christ, 
so they can represent God to  others. I want 
to get them thinking about what God can do 

through them. It’s not always easy, so I’d like 
to share a few thoughts with them that might 
help along the way”:

•	 Find god for you
God doesn’t have to look the same or 
relate to you in exactly the same way 
that you’ve been taught. For you, this 
might mean reading new books, or trying 
new devotionals, or writing an open and 
honest letter to God expressing your true 
and deep feelings.   

•	 Decide to trust god
Work out what you believe about God 
and trusting him, regardless of  what is 
happening around you. Do you trust  
God, or not? If  you decide to trust him, 
then you don’t need to worry about 
anything else! 

•	 serve god
Serving God can be as simple as finding 
someone at school sitting alone, and 
talking to them. Love like Jesus loves. Be 
kind to someone because you love God. 
Talk to your youth leaders about 
becoming their “apprentices” and take 
the pressure off  them by learning to help 
lead, encourage conversation, and help 
out where needed.

God is near
“Life with Jesus sometimes hurts; sometimes 
we can’t  understand; and sometimes it can 
seem like God is far away while we’re stuck  
in mud and under the fire of  a dragon,” 
Yvette said. 

“This doesn’t mean you’re doing 
something wrong, are in the wrong place,  
or that God doesn’t love you. He is near,  
and he loves you enough to allow hard times 
to prepare you for the future he has ready  
for you.”

I 
was at the shops recently, enjoying 
the new year sales. I went to the 
counter to purchase my black 
booties with Victorian heel and 

ruffle for half price, and as I handed 
over my bankcard, I got into a 
conversation with two of the sales 
assistants about insufficient funds and 
maxed out credit cards. After a couple 
of minutes relating our shared anxiety, 
I said something like, “I just hate how 
irresponsible it makes me look when 
my card is declined.” 

One of the sales assistants 
replied, “Oh, that doesn’t make you 
irresponsible. It just makes you a girl.” 

What a perfect introduction to 
a discussion on what it means to be 
female!

What exactly does it mean to be a 
girl? Is it the thrill of the perfect pair 
of booties at half price, or our ability 
to justify over-spending? Is it enjoying 
Zac Efron movies way more than 
any 24-year-old should? Is it being 
strong and independent or gentle and 
nurturing? Is it being a princess or a 
servant? 

There are so many voices speaking 
into the lives of women, from within 
and outside the Church, endeavouring 
to tell us who we are. Many of them, 
while speaking profound truth into 
our lives, can feel as though they 
contradict what we’ve been told, or 
what we feel, or what fits. 

I don’t have any answers right now, 
but I would like to suggest that we 
keep talking, keep seeking God and 
keep exploring what the Bible has to 
say about who we are created to be. 

Girlzone is the new just-for-girls 
section of the MORE website. Its 
purpose is to speak into the lives of 
high school aged girls and share the 
truth of who God calls them to be. 
If you’d like to take a look, just head 
over to salvos.org.au/more/   

Mel Cotton
Girlzone Coordinator

Life is full of  opportunities to meet 
new people and, unless you plan 
to live under a rock for the rest of  
your life, it’s inevitable and natural 

that new people will come into your life. 
I am sure that wherever you find 

yourself  in life – school, uni, work, church 
– you will often come across a new person 
in your class, a new co-worker or a new 
member of  your church. And I’m sure that 
at some point, you will be the new student, 
the new co-worker or the new member!

For many of  us, starting up a 
conversation with someone you’ve never 
met before can be extremely daunting. Or, 
maybe you’re a natural when meeting new 
people and you find it really easy to connect 
with others, and that’s fantastic! But for 
those of  us who struggle and are forever 
having these superficial conversations, here 
are some tips:

if  it’s your turf, be the first one to 
make a move
Think about how the new person might 
feel walking into a new environment and 
facing a tonne of  strangers. Anxious? 
Worried? Scared? All of  the above? What 
if  that were you?  I’d like to think that if  
I were new to a place, that people would 
make me feel welcome and help me adjust. 
Even though it does take effort and it may 
be uncomfortable making the first move, 
the blessing it would be to the new person 
would be worth it – wouldn’t it?

Ask open-ended questions and 
listen to the answers – and then 
ask more!
There’s nothing like stunting a conversation 
with closed questions that only require a 
‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer! There is definitely a 
place for these questions, but when meeting 
someone for the first time, open-ended 
questions give the person more freedom to 
elaborate with answers, and give you greater 
opportunity to learn about the person. 

Once you’ve asked the question, really 
listen to the answers! Listen so carefully  
that you could repeat the answer the  
person gave back to them. Then ask more 
questions based on what the person has just 
told you. Really engage with what they’re  
talking about.

http://salvos.org.au/MORE

Introducing...

Girlzone
Tips for kicking off  
conversations with new people
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Make the conversation about 
them
Refrain from talking too much about 
yourself, initially. Start by taking an interest 
in the new person and try to learn as much 
as you can about them. This immediately 
makes them feel valued and encouraged.
When the new person begins to ask about 
you, that’s your opportunity to share about 
yourself.

A few extra tips:
If  names are difficult to pronounce and hard 
to remember, don’t guess. When you first 
meet the person, ask them to write down 
their name for you. This makes it easier to 
remember next time.
• If  you forget a person’s name, ask them 

again as soon as you forget. There’s 
nothing like getting three months into a 
friendship without knowing a person’s 
name because you were too scared to ask 
them when you first forgot!

• Have a few questions prepared in your 
mind before you begin a conversation 
with a new person. These could include: 
their name, where they live, what they 
do, and some of  their interests. 

• However, make sure that your 
conversation isn’t formulaic and driven 
by these questions – people can tell. 
Focus on listening to and responding to 
what a person is saying.

• Most of  all it’s important to be honest 
and be yourself. Practice meeting new 
people in places where you’re really 
comfortable and this will help to extend 
your comfort zone and you’ll feel more 
and more at ease.

At those times when you don’t feel like 
welcoming a new person, you feel over it, 
like you can’t be bothered and it’s too much 
effort - put yourself  in that person’s shoes 
and engage with that person how you would 
want someone to engage with you.

Rachel unicomb
international Ministries 
Coordinator
sydney East & illawarra 
Division

But I don’t 
know what 

to say...

Unleashing 
adventure 
with God

Unleashing 
adventure 
with God

Unleashing 
adventure 
with God Yvette	(centre,

in	the	green	ga
rbage	bag!)	ce

lebrates	with	

the	Unleashed	
Youth	on	the	G

old	Coast	at	th
eir	garbage	

formal	night!
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Randomly 

Speaking

If you yelled for 8 years, 7 
months and 6 days you would 
produce enough sound energy 
to heat one cup of coffee.

Butterflies taste with their feet.

The opposite sides of a dice 
cube always add up to seven.

“ I pray that out of  His glorious riches 
He may strengthen you with power through 
His Spirit in your inner being so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And 
I pray that you, being rooted and established 
in love, may have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of  Christ, and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge – that you 
may be filled to the measure of  the fullness 
of  God” Ephesians (3: 16-19).

So, go put your armour on!

nadia Worthing (15)
gold Coast Temple Corps
Contributing youth writer

Jackie Pullinger 
knew what she 
wanted to do 
from the day 

a missionary came 
to give a talk in her 
Sunday School class. 
She contacted all the 
missionary agencies in 
England, trying to get 
a spot on a team, but 
every door she tried 
closed in her face. But still God said “go”. 
She prayed and searched for the next step, 
but any clues as to which country she was 
to travel to still eluded her. 

Things didn’t become clearer until a 
minister she had known for some years 
gave her some advice: “If God is telling 
you to go – you had better go.” So Jackie 
bought a ticket for a boat that went 
the farthest and with stops at the most 
countries possible that she could afford. Her 
plan: to stay on that boat until God told her 
to get off. 

God told her to get off in Hong Kong. 
And in Hong Kong, she ended up in 
the Kowloon Walled City. Dark, lawless 
and overcrowded, Jackie knew that God 
had called her to represent him to the 
inhabitants of this city. She was 22 at the 
time. 

  
Her name is Jackie Pullinger and this 

is why she inspires me: 
  

1. She displays radical obedience
Jackie didn’t set off with any concrete ideas 
of where she was going or what she would 
accomplish. Her instructions were simple; 
to follow Jesus wherever he led her. She 
was completely open to Jesus. Many years 

later she said, “We are impatient because 
we expect to see fruit from our labours. If 
we try to justify our journey then we are 
lost.” Jackie’s main focus was never on her 
destination or achievements. She kept her 
eyes fixed squarely on Jesus, and trusted 
him to lead the way. 

  
2. She lives by God’s Word with 
unflinching resolve
Perhaps it was because it was the only law 
she encountered inside the Walled City; a 
cesspool of prostitution and drug addiction 
where the police of Hong Kong hesitated to 
go, but Jackie preached and lived by God’s 
Word in a radical way. 

When Ah Tong, a drug addict and  
gang leader came to her doorstep saying 
that he couldn’t kick his heroin habit 
and asking if she could help him, Jackie 
responded, “No, I can’t, but I have good 
news for you. Jesus can.” Jackie lived by 
a simple yet profound truth; the truth of 
Jesus’ love and mercy to all. 

  
3. She is just like us
As I read her biography, Chasing the 
Dragon, one thing jumps out at me; 
how very unexceptional Jackie was. An 
ordinary girl, from an ordinary family with 
an ordinary education. I couldn’t help but 
relate to her as I read her reactions to the 
difficulties she faced as a young woman all 
alone in a strange city. And yet through it 
all, she never doubted that God would use 
her to transform the lives of the people  
she met daily. Her story shows us what  
can happen when ordinary people say yes 
to God. 

 
By Mel Cotton
Contributing youth writer

H istorical Highlights
 When ordinary people say ‘yes’!

Girls, if  we’re honest with 
ourselves, we would admit that 
almost every one of  us, if  we 
don’t already have one, wants a 

boyfriend. Also, I know that while you boys 
probably won’t readily admit it, I’m sure that 
part of  you wants to be in a relationship. And 
that is ok. We aren’t meant to survive without 
human contact. And even though God made 
us as relational creatures, relationships come 
with dangers and I’d like to address some of  
them with you.

Light and dark relationships
“We’re pretty much dating, but not really”; 
“friends with benefits”; or, “we’re just waiting 
for the right time”. Sound familiar?

These statements indicate relationships 
that are in the dark. The problem with them 
is they’re hidden. You don’t tell anyone 
you’re dating, but you’re sneaking around 
and spending time together without others 
knowing.

start in the light
It is incredibly important that relationships 
are in the “light”. Are you dating or are 
you not dating? You can’t be in-between. I 
understand that there is a time when you 
prepare to date, but that time is there to speak 
to mentors about what is happening, as well 
as seek accountability so you don’t go too far 
too fast. If  you’re in the light when you’re 
preparing to date, then you’ll be in the light 
when you are dating.

Make some rules
Before you even worry about whether you’re 
in or out of  the light, you need to have some 
rules. Rules are important, but once they are 
made, they need to be shared with others and 
followed!

Before I went out with my first boyfriend, 
I had already made up my dating rules 
because I’d decided I wanted to be sexually 
pure when I got married. I wanted to be able 
to give myself  to one man only, my husband. 
In order to ensure that I did not fall into the 
temptation of  sex, I set some boundaries. 
These boundaries were there to protect 
myself  so that once I was in a relationship I 

was not going to be affected by feelings and 
urges. And even if  I did trip once or twice, 
I would not completely fall and regret no 
longer being pure for my husband.

here are my rules...
In order to help you develop your own set of  
rules, I want to share some of  mine with you. 
Guys, this is important for you to read, too.
•	 Don’t be alone in a parked car at 

night time. Always stay on separate seats 
and never, ever, ever sit in the back seat 
together. 

•	 never be alone in a house. Also, don’t 
be alone in your bedroom with the door 
shut, and if  your bedroom is far from 
where other people are going to be, don’t 
even go there. 

•	 Make shoulders to knees out of  
bounds. That means no touching, no 
lingering hands, no nothing. 

•	 Be careful who you kiss. Some people 
don’t see kissing as a big deal, but I 
think it is as intimate as you can get with 
another person before marriage. If  you’ve 
only ever kissed a few people, your future 
spouse will feel all the more special and 
loved. 

•	 Keep talking! The most important thing 
you can do before you date, when you 
date, when you’re engaged, and once 
you are married, is to keep talking about 
everything. If  your boy/girlfriend does 
something that makes you uncomfortable, 
you need to tell them. And if  you disagree 
with your partner’s rules then openly 
talk to them about it, and make some 
agreements. 

When you like someone, all you want 
to do is be near them and be close to them. 
That’s natural; it’s all part of  how God made 
us. We are human beings with hormones, and 
while the rules may seem like overkill, rules 
help you to keep your hormones in control.

The gift of  purity
When I was 14 I made the decision that 
the greatest gift I could ever give my future 
husband was myself, completely and honestly. 
That meant that I was careful about kissing 

guys and that before starting relationships 
I prayed a lot and sought opinions from 
mentors and my parents.

It’s meant that sometimes people have 
told me I have too many rules (I have close 
to 50), but in the long run, my strict rules that 
I’ve followed mean that when I walk down 
the aisle to get married, I will be a bride who 
has remained pure for her husband. It means 
that I can give him my untouched self  that 
was saved for him.

What does god say?
You may be thinking, “blah, blah, blah, 
another person telling me to not have sex.” 
But it’s not just me, your parents, or your 
youth leaders who made up this idea of  
purity; it came from God. When God created 
us his plan was for one woman to be with one 
man.

Here are some Scriptures for you to 
check out and meditate on as you consider 
what type of  relationships you want to have: 
Proverbs 4:23; Mark 10:5-9; 1 Corinthians 
6:13-20; 1 Corinthians 10:12-13; 1 Corinthians 
13:1-8; Ephesians 5:22-33; 2 Timothy 2:22.

I encourage you to look beyond what I’ve 
said; turn to the back of  your Bible or get on 
the internet and find more Scriptures about 
relationships and purity.

Yvette is the youth pastor 
of  unLEAshED – 
Youth at the Gold Coast 
Salvos. Her favourite colour 
is green, she loves Batman 
and is addicted to Scrubs. 
Yvette goes to Bible 
College, loves to read 

books and is excited about what will happen 
in the future as this generation stands up as 
true soldiers of  Jesus Christ. 

Our thanks to Yvette and the MoRE team for 
permission to use this article. It first appeared in the 
Australia Eastern Territory’s website for youth and 
young adults, MoRE at http://salvos.org.au/
more/whats-new/articles/p3/.
Check out this site for some other great articles and 
blogs on relationships and a range of  other topics 
relevant to young people today.

Love
purity

and
Youth pastor Yvette Clarke shares advice on dating 
and relationships and how to set some boundaries 
that keep relationships healthy and pure

Every Young 
Woman’s Battle
Guarding Your Mind, 
Heart, and Body
in a Sex-Saturated World
Shannon Ethridge &  
Stephen Arterburn
WaterBrook Press, 2004

Sexual purity. These words are 
not often used in a good light in 
our society. In fact, they are seen to 
have about the same usefulness as a 

broken iPod! Sexual purity is a massive topic 
with massive implications. The problem with 
pre-marital sex isn’t just that it’s going against 
God’s standards – its consequences infiltrate 
every part of  your being. 

Every Young Woman’s Battle educates and 
prepares girls like us for fighting the war for 
sexual integrity. The authors, from God’s 
Word, have created an awesome formula for 
guarding your heart, mind, and body against 
our society’s obsession with sex. They’re not 
going to lie, it’s really hard; possibly one of  
the hardest battles you’ll ever have to face. 
But, as married couples can tell you, it’s totally 
worth it. How special will your husband 
feel when you can give yourself  to him, 
untouched by other guys?

The book also talks about what sex was 
created to be, shares real-life stories from 
girls and guys, and gives helpful tips on living 
a life of  sexual integrity. Integrity isn’t just 
abstaining from sex, it’s having a mindset that 
matches up with Jesus’ ideas on sexuality. This 
includes stuff  like not flirting, having healthy 
friendships and wearing modest clothes. 

Throughout this book the authors have 
highlighted encouraging Bible verses and 
quotes that clearly explain God’s take on 
sexuality and well, encourage us. One of  the 
reasons I love this book is that the authors 
are so honest and up-front about the issues 
that come with pre-marital sex. They also bust 
common cultural myths about sex and dating 
that can trap you into believing the way of  
the world rather than God’s way. God’s way is 
always the best – it protects us and the people 
in our lives. 

God can fill any hole in your life, even 
the one that longs for a guy to love you. No 
matter what you think, you don’t need boys 
(even though they are awesome!). Every Young 
Woman’s Battle gives insight into how to have a 
fulfilling and intimate relationship with God 
that will prepare you to become the godly 
woman that a godly guy would one day want 
to marry. Intimacy with God is the most 
important thing in life and the Ultimate Mr. 
Right will give you the tools needed to win 
your battle if  you bask in His love!

women in touchyoung
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Women in Ministry
2008 special project enriches young lives Restoring memories Ladies night out
Australia Eastern Territory

Throughout 2008, the women (and men!) involved in 
Women’s Ministries throughout the territory prayed and 

raised funds for the Karibu Centre in Thika, Kenya.  
As a result of their donations, the centre was able to purchase 

a much-needed bus, security lighting, and a playground and 
equipment for the children who attend the centre.  

The Karibu Centre is owned by The Salvation Army and 
run in partnership with Orphans Overseas, an organisation 
supporting children and families worldwide (www.
orphansoverseas.org). The Karibu Centre provides a day 
program for 120 children, aged between 2 and 4, who come 
from the surrounding slum areas. These children live in absolute 
poverty; many are from single parent families, others are 
orphans cared for by guardians. 

The children participate in a structured interactive learning 
program designed to help them develop a wide range of skills, 
and to prepare them for school.  

The Karibu Centre also provides a home and care for 
pregnant unsupported teenagers and young adults. The 
youngest mother so far, Nancy, is only 12 years old, and she has 
recently given birth to her son, Ian. Nancy was raped by a group 
of boys on her way to school and Ian is the result. The Karibu 
Centre staff are working with Nancy’s mother to return her to 
her family and enable her to go back to school and complete her 
education.  

Ann is HIV positive and was the first mother to give birth at 
Karibu. She has a son, Alex. The social worker at the centre has 
made contact with Ann’s family and it is hoped that they can 
be reconciled and she will be able to return to their care in due 
course.  

The girls learn parenting skills at the centre, and receive all 
the necessary medical care before, during and after the birth of 
their baby. Most have received no medical care prior to coming 
to Karibu.   

The next planned phase of the program is to take in 
abandoned babies, both directly from the hospital and from the 
local police. Up to 10 babies a month are abandoned in Thika. 
Where possible, the staff will work to try to return these babies 
to the care of their families. Alternatively, plans will be made 
for a family within Kenya to care for them, hopefully through 
permanent adoption. 
  

Australia Eastern Territory ACT & south nsW Division

“This is exactly what I need to help get me started, thank you 
so much!” was the response of  one Victorian mother who 

had lost her home and possessions in the 2009 bushfires and had 
just received a handmade scrapbooked photo album from The 
Salvation Army. “I was overwhelmed by the prospect of  replacing all 
my lost albums and just couldn’t do it, so this will be great.”

This was just one of  the many grateful and heartfelt comments 
made to project Restoring Memories coordinator, Kristen Cairns, 
when she delivered the albums to The Salvation Army Bushfire 
Relief  Centre at Whittlesea (Melbourne) mid-December and 
distributed some of  the albums to families there. 

The Australia Eastern Territory, through the Women’s Ministries 
department, conducted the Restoring Memories project throughout 
2009. This project was inspired by the desire to support the families 
affected by the devastating Victorian bushfires at the beginning of  
the year. 

The aim of  the program was to create and provide these families 
with a handmade scrapbooked photo album, ready to have photos 
added to it by them once they were able to get copies from their 
own family and friends. Selecting and adding their own photos, page 
titles and journaling would be part of  their healing and restoration 
process.

The opportunity to make a contribution to the ongoing financial 
and practical support offered to these families – an opportunity 
to reach out in love in a practical way – was offered to our many 
scrapbooking and craft groups throughout the territory. 

The program was wonderfully successful and resulted in over 
1,200 handmade pages being created, which were then collated into 
over 60 albums for the families.

It is wonderful to know that over 60 families and individuals 
were blessed by these practical yet personal gifts this past Christmas. Malawi

Women’s Ministries Territorial Project 2010

Our sisters in

 W omen’s Literacy and Savings project provides an

 O pportunity to empower women and

 R educe poverty through

 T raining in literacy and business management skills, bringing

 H ope and Health

Our goal - $90,000

On Saturday evening 21 November, 120 ladies from all walks of  
life came together for a ‘Christmas Made Easy’ event, organised 

by the Women’s Night Out coordinators, Jo Paull and Kirsty Hawkins, 
and their wonderful team of  helpers.  

The Salvation Army Tuggeranong Worship Centre was filled with 
all the things ladies love – shopping, pampering, a café, a ‘death by 
chocolate’ area plus heaps of  laughter and conversation.  

All ladies had the opportunity to enjoy a free hand massage; 
book in for a beauty treatment from three qualified beauty therapists; 
participate in craft demonstrations; or just sit with their friends 
drinking specialty teas, coffees and hot chocolates.

The Worship Centre was decorated with Scripture verses and the 
ladies enjoyed the audiovisual iWorship presentations.  Roz Edwards 
led a time of  devotions on “beauty is in the eye of  the beholder”.

The atmosphere was amazing, filled with excitement and joy. 
Many new friendships were formed. Some ladies who had come just 
for the shopping found themselves having deep conversations and 
ultimately found the event life changing.

The purpose of  the event was to build deeper relationships with 
the ladies who have a connection to our corps, whether it is through 
our Mainly Music, Seniors, SAGALA or other programs. I feel 
confident from the feedback received that this goal was successfully 
achieved.

Major	Phil	McLaren	cuddles	baby	Ia
n,	whose	mother	is	only	12	

years	old.

The	Karibu	Centre	purchased	a	much-needed	bus	with	donations	from	women’s	ministries.

Children	at	Karibu	Centre	enjoy	nutritious	food	and	snacks.

Children	from	local	slums	benefit	enormously	from	the	Karibu	
Centre’s	preschool	program.

Kristen	Cairns	(second	from	right),	presents	a	handmade	album	to	
a	family	who	had	lost	everything	in	the	bushfires.
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Women in Ministry
International Outlook: Starachowice, Poland Camp hope transforms lives

south Queensland Division
British Officer, Major Denise McGarvey, 
felt God calling her to Poland 28 years 
ago, long before The Salvation Army 
was based there. Simone Worthing 
talks to Major Denise about her 
journey since then, and her current 
pioneering work with The Salvation 
Army in Starachowice, central Poland

sW: Can you briefly outline your work in Poland?

DM: We are in the process of  planting a corps in Starachowice. So 
far we have been concentrating on children’s and youth ministry. We 
hold children’s Bible based clubs, English and guitar classes, and have 
a children’s cell group. During the summer we held our children’s 
club outdoors on a local football pitch, and also added a sports 
ministry to the program. On special occasions we invite the young 
people’s families to our special events. We also try to visit the families 
in their homes each month. We hope to move to larger premises 
soon and our aim is to start Sunday services in October.

sW: What brought you to Poland?

DM: About 28 years ago the Lord called me to work in Poland, 
although the Salvation Army was not based here at that time. Over 
Christmas in 1986 and 1987 I visited Poland with a humanitarian aid 
group, and it was during the second of  these trips that I received my 
call to Russia. I always thought I would work in Poland first, but the 
Lord had other plans!

sW: how long did you serve in Russia and Eastern Europe, 
and what were some of  your appointments there?

DM: I served in Eastern Europe for 13 years. My appointments 
included planting a corps in south west St Petersburg, corps officer 
at Petrozavodsk, field training officer at the training college (based in 
Finland), and regional officer in southern Russia.
 For one year I served as divisional commander for the countries of  

Moldova, Ukraine and Romania, and then spent my final two years at 
THQ in Moscow as the mission framework development officer.

Prior to my service in Eastern Europe, I spent 6 years as a corps 
officer in the United Kingdom, mainly in the East Midlands Division.

sW: After Russia you were transferred to Warsaw (Poland). 
What were you doing there?

DM: I spent one year in Warsaw where, with Moldovan officers, we 
were doing children’s ministry in the open air. We also had a Sunday 
service and cells groups. I have been in Starachowice since October 
2008.

sW: What are some of  the particular joys and challenges that 
you face in Poland?

DM: At Christmas time I was really encouraged by how many 
families invited me in during my visits to their homes to deliver food 
parcels. Last year I was only invited in by three families, and this year 
by about 12. The parents are beginning to open up to us and share 
their struggles and concerns. We are becoming better known in the 
community and hopefully this will open more doors of  opportunity.

One of  our challenges is trying to break down the barriers 
between some of  the “factions” in our children’s club. The children 
split into their own groups and the relationships between these 
groups are not good. Also, because they live in such overcrowded 
conditions at home, they like the space of  the club and are not 
very welcoming to new children. So, we are trying to work on these 
relationships. 

Finances have also been a challenge but God has provided and 
will provide. Once we move to our new premises, the challenge will 
be to develop an adult ministry and build a local congregation of  
people who have a living relationship with the Lord, and to find and 
develop future leaders. This will enable us to develop ministries to 
a wider group of  people. At the moment, the adult portion of  the 
ministry here is made up of  myself, one soldier and one lady from the 
Catholic Church who assists us with the children’s ministry.

sW: how are the repairs on the new building progressing?

DM: The local authorities have finally approved our building project, 

which means we can start the much-needed alterations and repairs 
on the new premises we have rented. However, the decision from the 
local authorities says that we cannot move in until the work has been 
inspected, but we are still hoping that if  the outside work is delayed 
for long because of  the weather, we might be able to persuade them 
to come and approve the inside work and give us permission to move 
in using the landlord’s entrance.

sW: Where do you think god is leading TsA in Poland?

DM: At the moment, I am not sure. My focus for now is 
Starachowice, where I hope to spend most of  my time in Poland. I 
can tell you the things I pray about for the future of  the work here:

We came to Starachowice because a local person had a vision of  
what the Lord could do here and had a passion to see it happen. I feel 
this is the best way forward. Nothing beats having local people with 
a vision and passion from God. So I pray that when the time is right, 
God will send such people who will direct us as to where we should 
go next, and who will provide the basis of  a local leadership team.

When I am in the UK and Germany, I am often told about the 
many Poles that officers are meeting. I believe that this could be a 
great source for future leadership for the Polish Salvation Army. I 
pray that The Salvation Army in other countries will develop contacts 
with Poles, be instrumental in bringing them to salvation (if  they are 
not already saved), that the Lord will call them to officership, they will 
be trained in those countries and then return to their home country to 
help with the development of  the ministry here. 

I believe that our ministry in Poland needs to be community 
based, going out to people as much, if  not more, than inviting them 
in. Also, doing what we are known for, social ministry. One area of  
need in Poland is alcohol rehabilitation.

sW: Where do you see god leading you personally?

DW: I would hope to be in Starachowice for at least 6 years, and 
maybe a total of  10 years in Poland (that would be a real achievement 
and blessing for me, as I have never in my life lived anywhere more 
than 4 years, the average being two!).

 At some point I would like to be involved in training and 
preparing officers for overseas service, but apart from that, corps 
officership is where I feel I belong. 

The staff  and residents of  Pindari Women’s Accommodation in 
Brisbane would like to thank all their “amazing and generous 

supporters” for making Camp Hope 2009, a reality.
“Without your generous support, whether it be financial, 

volunteering your time or donating goods or presents to our 
residents, this amazing event would not have been possible,” said 
Pindari Manager, Valerie Fleming. 

Camp Hope is a respite camp for the residents of  Pindari,” 
Valerie explained. “The aim of  the camp is to instil hope into the 
lives of  our residents, encourage them to see that their lives can 
be transformed, and to give them some time out from their daily 
stresses and worries.”

The camp focused on group activities and “pampering” for the 
women. “All the residents had a lovely time with haircuts, massages, 
treats, and generally being cared for and spoilt,” Valerie said. “The 
number of  volunteers that came to the camp to do the pampering 
highlighted to the residents that people 
in the community really do care about 
them – and this gives them hope.” 

Camp Hope was also a time 
of  facing fears and overcoming 
them. “Some of  the women who 
participated in the flying fox activity 
had fear of  heights,” Valerie 
explained. “Yet, with the support of  
each other and our amazing staff  
they were able to face this fear, 
accomplish the task, and were just 
full of  delight and self-confidence.

“Again, a warm thank you to 
all the people who donated to 
Camp Hope to give our ladies an 
unforgettable experience,” said 
Valerie. “And from the women 
themselves, a heartfelt thank you!”

(Above)	Part	of	the	pampering	included	warm	foot	spas	and	
massages.	(Below)	The	ladies	had	a	hilarious	time	learning	to		
belly	dance!

Major	Denise	bravely	particpates	in	the	ever	popular	water	and	
shaving	cream	battles!

A	simple	puppet	theatre	helps	explain	Bible	stories	and	concepts	
to	the	children.

Organised	games	are	a	major	attraction	at	the	children’s	summer	
holiday	camp.	



Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who believes in me will 
live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?”
 John 11:25

“The stone was rolled away from the door, 
not to permit Christ to come out, but to 
enable the disciples to go in.” 

 - Peter Marshall   


