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Michelle Kay-Browning had readily agreed to lead the worship, 
and expectations were high for the sensitive, gifted way in which 
she would focus our hearts and minds on God and breathe in the 
blessings Michelle had to offer.

Well, the weekend has now passed and at the time of writing we 
are moving towards the one-day Captivated by the Word.  Until that 
day is over, the report can never be done in full because there are 
many more blessings to be experienced. 

But from all reports from this past weekend, every high 
expectation was met. The “excellent” category on the evaluation 
forms seemed to be a favourite. The worship, the teaching sessions, 
the workshops, and the prayer concert all were high inspiration times. 

An offering was taken for our project in Myanmar and over $4500 
was raised. When the women recognised the need, generosity was the 
order of the day.

Needless to say, those who attended are still on a high; tired, but 
so grateful to have shared in such a weekend. It would have been an 
exercise in futility to have a theme like hearing from the Lord if the 
Lord did not speak. But we knew he would. How the Lord loves for 
his people to get together, gather around the Word, enjoy each other’s 
company and celebrate his presence. 

And he came! No doubt about it! Lives were changed! We were 
captivated by grace!
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Two years ago, I had the privilege of being the guest 
speaker at the Women’s Bible Convention.  
It stands out in my mind as one of those very special 
weekends of wholesome Christian fellowship centred 

on the Word. 
Therefore, it did not take any arm twisting to get me to attend 

this year in my role as Territorial President of Women’s Ministries. 
The event itself was a drawcard. And then we invited Gwen Cox, an 
engaging speaker known for her effectiveness in communication.  

But leading up to the event there was a huge amount of 
organisation and good old-fashioned hard work to make this special 
weekend a reality. Colonel Jan Condon, Territorial Secretary for 
Women’s Ministries, and her team worked flat out making sure that 
every detail was taken care of and that there would be a freshness 
about this event. 

They started with the name. It was time for a new look and feel, 
and so the Women’s Bible Convention was re-named “Captivated by 
the Word”. The graphics were designed to let everyone know that this 
would be a colourful and not-to-be missed occasion. And the dÈcor, 
it would be captivating. 

The usual two weekend Bible conventions changed to one 
weekend and a one-day conference. The latter was obviously less 
expensive and opened the experience to those with limited funds. It 
suited women who preferred not to stay overnight or who could find 
a babysitter for a day but not for a weekend.

Program changes were next in order. The Friday outdoor 
fellowship would be replaced by an indoor coffee and dessert 
launch into the weekend. And the Saturday workshops would all 
centre on the theme of prayer, in particular, “Hearing from God”. 
The workshops would offer many approaches to making prayer 
a meaningful aspect to life. A “prayer concert” would bring the 
Saturday to a close. 

From the desk of the Women's Ministries Department



The journey started at their first breath of life. Some came 
with God already breathing through their very being. 
Others came breathless, longing for a new touch from the 
Lord. And still others came gasping, feeling they were 

taking their last breath and were desperate for God to revitalise their 
whole essence.

They all came to be Captivated by the Word; they knew God was 
going to share something wonderful and exciting. These women, 
more than 300 in number, all gathered at The Collaroy Centre to be 
still and listen to His voice.

Major Gwen Cox, our special guest from the United Kingdom, 
came with energy, honesty and a great sense of fun. She shared with 
those assembled her journey: from her first breath, through her joys 
and her pain, to her present walk with God. The journey’s end is 
known but the ‘getting there’ is the challenge. 

Commissioner Olive Holbrook wrote: “E’en when His face I 
do not see – the hand of Jesus reaches me!” How amazing! Our 
relationship with Jesus is two-way – we desire God and He desires us.

Imparting some of her wisdom, Major Cox taught those present 
that listening calls us to meditate, meditation leads to response, 
responding moves us to worship and worshipping motivates us into 
ministry. This begins with listening to God.

For some Salvationists, “stillness and silence” are alien concepts. 
Ministry is our “bread and butter”, yet our ministry – what we do for 
God and others – should commence with listening.  

Territorial Commander Commissioner Linda Bond spoke to 
delegates of the importance of prayer and how vital it is in our 
relationship with Jesus. Intimacy, honesty, advocacy and integrity are 
the four essential requirements of prayer, she said.

John Oxenham once wrote: “Come, occupy my silent place, and 
make thy dwelling there! More grace is wrought in quietness, than 
any is aware”. What wonderful, intimate words! And so true. 

The Bible story of the prodigal son is widely known but there was 
more than one prodigal. Some have not left the house and yet they 
are not home – they’ve never really known their Father. They may 
have grown up in his house but have never had a true relationship 
with him. There was evidence that many came away from Captivated 
with a deeper love for our Lord.

Even though the wet weather over the weekend meant that it was 
damp outside, inside – in every heart – there was warmth and peace 
and the breath of God breathed life into all who gathered there. 

“Breathe on me, breath of God, fill me with life anew. That I 
may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do,” (Edwin 
Hatch).

The women’s Bible convention, re-badged as Captivated this year, is always a highlight 
on the Women’s Ministries calendar for The salvation Army’s Australia Eastern Territory. 
Last month, more than 300 women gathered at The Collaroy Centre, on sydney’s northern 
beaches, for a time of great fun, great fellowship, and great teaching.
Report by CARoLyn HIDE
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I went to the meeting – my husband was at 
home with the children – and the songsters 
sang a piece “Give God a chance to change 
your life, give God a chance today”. And at 
that moment I knew I had to make some 
changes.

ss: Was it a sledgehammer type of  
experience?

GC: Yes. It was Damascus road, the whole 
works. I went home and I said to my husband, 
“you’re not going to believe what I’m going 
to say to you, but we’ve got to get back with 
God”. And he said, “I’ve been sitting here 
this evening thinking exactly the same thing”. 
That was in the January and by the February 

we were at an assessment conference and we 
were in (Salvation Army training) college that 
year.

ss: Wow! No messing around then?

GC: Yes, because there was no doubt. I had 
no doubt whatsoever that God wanted to 
do something in our lives and it involved 
officership. Every time we tried to say “we’ll 
test this”, the answers were very, very positive.

ss: I’m safe to assume that in the years since 
there have been those doubtful times?

GC: Yes, yes, definitely. I have no doubt that 
I was called by God to be a Salvation Army 

officer, but there have been times when I’ve 
thought I don’t want to do this any more and 
I have actually sat and typed the letter …

ss: You’ve actually sat down and started to 
type your resignation letter?

GC: Oh yeah, and then I’ve thought “that’s 
stupid, it’s just because of  circumstances, 
that’s nothing to do with God, that’s just 
because somebody’s wound me up or 
something’s happened”. It’s never been about 
God, it’s always been about me. And you can’t 
run from God. It’s the one thing I’ve learnt, 
that you cannot run from God.

ss: I’m aware that both your husband and you 
like to travel…
 
GC: Definitely. We take groups to Israel and 
on other pilgrimages. We’ve been to Israel 
about 20 times now. It’s mainly Salvation 
Army-based groups, but not always just 
Salvationists in it. We take officer leadership 
groups – the largest group we’ve taken is 80 
officers – and then we’ve taken groups of  
young people, sort of  on a youth holiday.

ss: Do you find a difference in the way that 
people respond to the whole experience, the 
officers to the young people?

GC: Yes, you do a different itinerary. I mean, 
the youngsters, you ride camels across deserts, 
you sleep in tents, you snowboard on the top 
of  Mt Herman. You wouldn’t do that with 
officers.

ss: You’re a pampered lot, are you? Officers 
… five-star all the way?

GC: (she laughs) No, it’s just that officers 
don’t really want to do snowboarding and 
camel rides. We’ve also been on trips to 
Turkey and Greece – following the footsteps 
of  St Paul is wonderful – and Egypt, Rome 
and Sicily.

ss: The Holy Land, the very first time that 
you went, to actually walk through the Bible. 
Is it actually that mind-blowing?

GC: The first time I went I walked around 
in a stupor. I couldn’t believe that I was 
there. I couldn’t believe that I was on the Sea 
of  Galilee; I couldn’t believe that I was in 
Gethsemane. 

ss: What does it mean to your reading of  
Scripture?

GC: It just brings a whole different 
dimension. For one thing you can understand 
distance; you can understand how near things 
are and how far things are. Of  course they 
went from Bethlehem to the temple – you 
know, when Jesus was circumcised – because 
it was only six miles. And of  course when you 
visit the Galilee, you understand they could 
be in Capernaum one moment and then they 
could be somewhere else in the next moment 
because it was just down the road. And then 
you visit the high priest’s house – the records 
show that it’s Caiaphas’ house; there’s no 
doubt that it’s his house – the steps from 
Caiaphas’ house go down to the Kedron 
Valley to the garden of  Gethsemane. Jesus 
would have walked on those steps, there’s 
absolutely no doubt on that. And now they’ve 
excavated in the temple area and found the 
teaching steps, and Jesus would have taught on 
those steps. It’s very confirming for your faith.

ss: Let’s talk about Captivated, the women’s 
Bible conference. What are your reflections?

GC: Wonderful. Fantastic. You’ve got one 
of  the most dynamic resources for women’s 
ministries that I’ve ever been part of. You 
have women coming from all over the 
territory just wanting to spend time with 
each other and with the Lord. They also want 
to learn and that’s got to be positive. And 
the attention to detail was just beautiful; the 
flowers, the banners, the table arrangements. 

I would imagine that it made every woman 
feel that they were special and that they had 
worth, self-worth. And that can only be 
positive for the Kingdom.

ss: So you sensed a real sort of  an 
atmosphere?

GC: Yes, a very rich fellowship. I mean, 300 
women talking together in one place has got 
to be good, hasn’t it?

ss: Well that depends, I guess, on whether 
you’re a man! But for yourself, you come 
to a weekend like that bearing a lot of  
responsibility. Do you also come to learn 
from God?

GC: Yes, without a doubt. I felt it was a very 
onerous responsibility (to be guest speaker) 
so my preparation I took very seriously. My 
prep day is always on a Friday, and so every 
Friday morning I spent a good quarter of  an 
hour praying just for this conference. That 
was every Friday since I got the invitation. I 
started to look at the subject more in depth 
than I would have done, because I wanted 
to make sure that I was on the right track. I 
went on a steep learning curve in my prayer 
life which will last me and enrich me long 
after here. And even if  two days before I 
came (to Australia) something happened and 
I couldn’t have come, it was still worth the 
experience because of  the way that I had to 
really delve into Scripture and look at things 
in a different way. 

ss:  And did you feel the time you spent in 
prayer and preparation, that over the weekend 
at Captivated God honoured that?

GC: Yes, I think so. I was very nervous … 
but once I started to actually get out there 
and start speaking I just felt very relaxed 
which can only be from that source, it can’t 
be from me. And they were just such a lovely 
group of  ladies.

Q
&A

Guest speaker at Captivated 
was Major Gwen Cox, a 
Salvation Army officer 
in the UK and Ireland 
Territory. SCOTT SIMPSON 
caught up with Major Cox 
for a chat at the end of the 
conference

ss: I’m going to start by taking you a fair way 
back in your life. Moving into officership, 
to use Salvation Army lingo, the call to 
officership, is it still very clear for you?

GC: Yes, it has to be, my calling by God was 
very, very specific. We were later going into 
college than most people; we were in our late 
20s, early 30s. My husband and I, we were 
quite angry with God and we’d left the Army. 
My dad had died, our first baby had died, and 
I was really a bit cross with God. So we were 
drifting way off  church, off  God and all of  
that, but we still used to go which was quite 
strange really. We didn’t really believe in any 
of  it but we still used to go. It was one Sunday 
evening, the first Sunday of  1978 actually. 

Photo: Carolyn Hide
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Don’t ask ‘is it worth it?’ – that is, 
counting the price and seeing 
if I think the job is worth the 
sacrifice involved in terms of my 

own self-achievement. Remember instead, 
always, that He is worthy! ... 100 per cent 
worthy.”

These words, spoken by noted British 
missionary and evangelist Helen Roseveare, 
were in response to a question she was 
asked about her many years of service in the 
African nation of Congo.

They are also words which have helped 
to sustain Jenny Ockenden during the past 
25 years as she, alongside her husband, Bob, 
has pioneered the work of Teen Ranch, a 
Christian youth activity centre organisation, 
in Europe and more recently Africa.

For Jenny, born and raised in 
Wollongong, it’s been more than two decades 
of total reliance on God, a journey during 
which He has displayed his faithfulness time 
and time again in her life.

Born Jenny Sanders in 1955, her journey 
began as a young girl living in Towradgi, a 
northern suburb of Wollongong. Next door 
lived the Batchelors, a Salvationist family 
which attended the Wollongong Corps. They 
invited the Sanders family to church. Jenny 
was immediately hooked.

“In those days we had the timbrels and 
the band and Sunday school and corps cadets 
and I was involved in everything, I just loved 
it,” Jenny recalls.

When she was 16, Jenny went with the 
Wollongong Salvation Army youth group on 
a weekend camp to Teen Ranch Australia, 
at Cobbitty in south-west Sydney. What she 
experienced had a profound impact on her.

“While I was there I was really impressed 
with the young guys who worked on 
voluntary staff at Teen Ranch,” she recalls.

“They’d be digging ditches, making 
roads, washing dishes and working really 
hard – and they had joy in doing it! The 
witness these young guys had, I’d see them 
in the mornings gathering around this older 
man, Alan Smith, and he’d teach them from 
the Scriptures and then they’d get out and 
work. It just impressed me so much and I 
thought I’ve got to get on staff here.”

Promise to God
Among the young men who had so 
impressed Jenny that first weekend at 
Cobbitty was Bob Ockenden. He took a 
particular interest in the new Salvo girl on 
voluntary staff and over time a relationship 
developed between the two. 

In 1979, Bob and Jenny were married, the 

ceremony taking place on the cricket pitch 
at Teen Ranch Australia. To this day Bob 
proudly tells anyone willing to listen that it 
was where he bowled his maiden over!

“When we got married we promised God 
we would go and do whatever he wanted,” 
Jenny says.

“We didn’t dream then it would be to 
come over here [Scotland], that wasn’t even a 
thought, but I also knew God didn’t want me 
to be just a pew-sitting Christian.” 

God held them to the promise they’d 
made on their wedding day and just over  
three years later, Bob and Jenny, with their 
nine-month-old son Ben, boarded a flight to 
England, their future a blank canvas.

It was a decision they’d reached after 
much prayer and heartache but it was one 
they knew they had to make, following what 
they believed was a clear direction from God 

to try to establish a Teen Ranch in Britain.
“I remember walking around the 

property at Teen Ranch Australia and the 
Scripture came to me, ‘Do you love me more 
than these’. I had to ask myself did I love 
God more than Australia, more than my 
family, more than Teen Ranch [Australia]? I 
knew the answer was yes and so the decision 
to go was the only one I could make.”

Jenny’s mum, Gloria, also recalls the 
emotion of that time.

“I think my husband, who wasn’t a 
Christian at the time, took it harder than 
I did because I had dedicated Jenny to the 
Lord years before and I was prepared for 
whatever that meant for her Christian life,” 
says Gloria. 

“When Jenny was in hospital as a 
14-year-old having a serious back operation, 
I prayed to God that if he’d see her through 
this then she’s yours to do whatever you 
want with. So I had no recourse except to 
wish she wasn’t going but to accept that I 
had given her to the Lord and we just had to 
take what came.”

Gloria admits, however, thinking it 
would only be a short-term absence. 

“I remember praying and telling God 
he could have them for 12 months,” Gloria 
laughs.

“Then about six years went past and I 
prayed ‘okay, just another 12 months then’. 
But after visiting Scotland and seeing the 
work they were involved in I knew it was for 
the long-term and I was quite at peace about 
it.”

Heading north
Bob and Jenny arrived in Britain in May 
1983 and immediately set about finding a 
suitable property in England to establish 
Teen Ranch.

“We had looked at a lot of different 
properties and nothing ever opened up with 
them,” Jenny says.

“We had seen an article in a magazine 
called Country Life which mentioned this 
estate, Ballindean House, which was for sale. 
It offered a 29-room Georgian mansion, a 
small two-bedroom cottage and 28 acres of 
land, but we didn’t really think too much of 
it because it was in Scotland.

“A little while later I read Psalm 75:6, 
‘Promotion comes not from the south, the 
east or the west ...’.  Bob, meantime, had 
been reading a book of Jim Elliot’s and it 
mentioned Revelation 3:8, ‘Behold I set 
before you an open door which no man shall 
shut...’. 

“I went to Bob and said, ‘Do you think 
God is giving us the idea of going north to 
Scotland’. He replied saying he’d just read 
this verse in Revelation. So he booked a bus 
to Edinburgh.

“He went into an estate agent and told 
them what we were looking for. The agent 
told him about Ballindean House, the 

calling
Worthy

of
his

“the timbrels, 
Sunday school 

and corps 
cadets ... I just 

loved it.”

When Jenny Sanders married Bob Ockenden they 
promised God they would go and do whatever He 
wanted. Jenny tells sCoTT sIMPson the years 
since have been an incredible journey

“

Jenny Ockenden with her mum Gloria Sanders. They relish the time they get to spend together. Photo: Shairon Paterson

>>>
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same property we’d seen in the magazine a 
few weeks earlier, about 50 miles north of 
Edinburgh, between Perth and Dundee. The 
house was in a terrible state; it was derelict, 
had no running water, no electricity, it had 
been vandalised, there were dead birds 
everywhere but, more importantly, it had 
potential.”

Over the next few months it became 
evident to Bob and Jenny that Ballindean 
House was the property God wanted them to 
pursue. Money, however, was a problem.

“The agent finally told us we had to 
put in an offer on Ballindean, and here in 
Scotland once you put in an offer your word 
is your bond, it’s a binding contract,” says 
Jenny.

“So we put in an offer – £57,000 – and 
it was accepted. Our problem at this stage, 
however, was that we hardly had a penny 
to our name and a 10 per cent deposit was 
required. But we believed that God would 
provide. 

“The day before the deposit was due 12 
letters arrived in the mail and unknown to 
us, a friend in Australia had been raising 
funds. 

“The 12 letters contained enough money 
for us to pay the deposit and have £5 left 
over to live on.” 

Living by faith
With a property secured Bob and Jenny, 
who by now had a second son, Abe, to care 
for, could set about developing Teen Ranch 
Scotland, but the test of their faith was only 
just beginning.

“It literally was living by faith, it was 
quite extraordinary,” remembers Jenny.

“We had no source of income other than 
the child benefit we were getting. It took 
us about 18 months of hard work to get the 
property into shape so we could hold our 
first camp.

“We were living in a little two-bedroom 
cottage on the property. We had no electric 
shower or running hot water because we 
couldn’t afford it. We had to heat up the fire 
to get any hot water and so we’d have the 
tiniest bath. We’d put the children in first, 
then me, then Bob. We lived that way for 
about two years.

“Our house became known  as the 
pound house because Bob would go to the 
auctions and buy a bed for a pound, a table 
for a pound, a couple of chairs for a pound. 
I think we managed to furnish our house for 
about £10. 

“But I can’t remember a time when I 
thought I couldn’t handle living this way 
anymore. God had made it very clear to 

us that He had got us to this point – he 
had provided the money, he had provided 
direction – why would he get us to this point 
and not continue to help? There were times 
when it was difficult but God daily gave us 
strength to get through.” 

To pay off the outstanding debt on the 
property the Ockendens sold the cottage 
they’d been living in and moved into a small 
apartment they’d created in the mansion. 

During this time a third son, Dan, was 
born, further stretching the Ockendens’ 
meagre budget.

“It was still very primitive living,” Jenny 
says. “For the first few years we lived in 
the big house [Ballindean House] we had 
no central heating. In the winter I had to 
dress the kids in their ski suits just to go 
downstairs to do the washing and that was 
still inside in the house. It was so cold.”

God’s faithfulness
By now, though, Teen Ranch Scotland had 
become well established. 
 The size and regularity of camps was 
growing each year and with that came an 
easing of the financial pressures. God was 
showing his faithfulness.

The Ockendens were able to employ 
more full-time staff, although their own 
workload remained intense. Jenny, now a 
mother of five – sons Tim and Zac had been 
added to the clan – was still the head cook 

while also running a busy household. How 
did she cope?

“By the grace of God,” she laughs, “and 
people praying for me.

“Part of my job was to do all the food 
shopping for the camps. I can remember 
having three children under the age of 
five and pushing three trolleys around the 
supermarket. It was crazy but somehow I 
managed to cope because I had to.”

These days Teen Ranch Scotland is one 
of the most popular Christian youth activity 
centres in Britain. On weekends and during 
school holidays the place is abuzz with more 
than 100 young people enjoying activities 
such as horse riding, canoeing, mountain 
biking and archery. Twice a day time is set 
aside where campers are given a very clear 
presentation of the Gospel. 

Over the past decade, TREE (Teen 
Ranch Expanding Europe) has been formed 
which has seen centres in France, Romania 
and Poland developed. More recently, work 
has started on establishing a Teen Ranch  
in Kenya.

“When we left Australia we never 
dreamed of being in this situation with Teen 
Ranches being developed across Europe and 
now into Africa,” says Jenny.

“The concept behind Teen Ranch is that 
the kids come, they have a good time with all 
the activities and they hear the Gospel ...  
that’s why we have Teen Ranch. 

“The cost is never any less to us 
personally than it was 25 years ago when we 
left Australia, but as Helen Roseveare said, 
‘It’s not asking is it worth it – because it 
never is – but is He worthy?’

“There have been a lot of times when 
I’ve felt very dry in my Christian life, being a 
busy mother, and it’s very easy not to spend 
daily time alone with God. 

But it’s so important that I make that 
time and make that effort to read my Bible 
and pray.” 

And it’s in the dry times that Jenny draws 
on her Salvation Army upbringing.

“It’s when I remember all the things that 
I learnt through Sunday school and corps 
cadets,” she says.

“When Marie and John [Hodge, Jenny’s 
corps cadet teachers] went off to [The 
Salvation Army] training college in Sydney, 
Marie gave me a verse of Scripture from, 1 
Thess 5:24: ‘Faithful is He who calls you and 
He will do it.’ 

“God has definitely called us to come and 
do this work and I just think, in those dry 
times, that you’ve got to do it, Lord. You’ve 
got to provide what we need, you need to 
give us the strength to do it and the wisdom 
and the grace to get it done. And I believe 
he has.” 

no time to retire
Now 53 – husband Bob is a year older – 
Jenny is often asked whether they plan to 
retire to Australia. Retirement, however, is 
not a concept that sits well with her. 

“I don’t think the word retire is in the 
Bible – no-one ever retires in the Bible, they 
died serving the Lord,” she says. 

“At this point in time our ‘home’ is here 
in Scotland. For how long that will be I 
don’t know, but the important thing is to be 
where God wants you to be and for us at the 
moment it’s here.

“We have such an amazing God and you 
see the immenseness of what He has done 
in creation and yet He takes the time to be 
concerned about me. Surely what little I can 
do for him is nothing compared to what He 
has done. 

“I don’t want to stand before God one 
day and be ashamed about what I could have 
done.” 

scott simpson is Managing 
Editor of Pipeline and 
supplements. He spent five 
years on staff at Teen Ranch 
scotland in the 1990s.

 “It literally was living by faith, 
it was quite extraordinary.”

10      WO M E N  I N  T O U C H  M A R C H  2 0 0 9 WO M E N  I N  T O U C H  M A R C H  2 0 0 9       11

Ballindean House

Jenny with husband Bob and son Ben (above) shortly after arriving in the UK in 1983; and (top) 

Jenny at the entrance to Teen Ranch Scotland earlier this year.

Jenny in her Salvation Army uniform as a teenager; and (top) with friends 

at Teen Ranch Australia in the late 1970s.
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Most people would think that I 
was a pretty happy-go-lucky 
kid which I was; I had a good 
childhood. My grandmother 

was a soldier at the Gladstone Corps of 
The Salvation Army and she also ran the 
Gladstone “Jum” or second-hand store (now 
commonly known as a Family Store). I spent 
many fun-filled childhood days rummaging 
through all the things at the Jum. And Nana 
used to take me to church and tried to make 
me behave myself! 

So I had a very good childhood 
grounded in The Salvation Army through my 
grandmother. But little did she or my parents 
know that at that time I was being sexually 
abused by three different people. 

The school bus used to drop me off just 
around the corner from my parent’s place 
and one of my abusers would be waiting for 
me as I stepped off the bus. I wouldn’t even 
make it around the corner. And when I’d get 
home late Mum would ask, “What happened 
to you?” And I’d tell her that I missed the 
bus and walked home. 

I wasn’t a rebellious child, I wasn’t 
a radical child, but I was being sexually 
abused. And when you’re being sexually 
abused you’re very confused about what 
you’re feeling and what you’ve done. I think 
the abuse stopped when I was about 13 years 
of age, but it would have been from about 
the age of about eight through to 13. 

As a result of my abuse, I had no interest 
in boys through my teenage years. I never 

rebelled. I was never a problem to my 
parents, that’s probably why no-one ever 
picked up that anything had ever happened 
to me. 

But when I hit 18 or 19 and started 
dating and things, I had a very skewed vision 
of relationships. I equated love and sex, 
thinking they were the same thing because I 
knew no better. I had no trust.

It wasn’t until I met my husband, Peter, 
that I learnt what love was, what trust was. 

Drifting
In my teenage years I’d drifted away from 
the church. I would still go occasionally 
but it wasn’t until I met Peter and I moved 
to Rockhampton to be with him that I 
found myself being drawn to the North 
Rockhampton Salvation Army Corps. 

It was really weird because I never had 
to go anywhere near that building but I’d 
find myself driving past it all the time. And 
I’d pull up and then drive away because I 
couldn’t go in, but eventually God compelled 
me to get out of the car and walk into the 
building and there was no turning back 
from there for me. Through my going to the 
Army Peter started coming too. We did Bible 
studies, we did SAGALA together, we really 
got into it. 

And then Peter got a job out in the mines 
and he had to be away from home. When he 
started working in the mines we copped a 
lot of criticism from people for my husband 
“running off and leaving his wife on her 

own”. But that’s where we were at that stage 
in our lives – we were trying to build a better 
life for ourselves. Unfortunately the support 
just wasn’t there for us and we both backslid.

I ended up moving out to Emerald to be 
closer to Peter and took a job out there. I was 
still listening to Christian radio, thinking 
that it was all that I needed, but it wasn’t. 
What I needed was to be around Christians 
again. I knew about the Emerald Corps but I 
didn’t take up with them at all.

Breaking free
I was working at the hospital in Emerald 
and we used to quite often go across to the 
club for social get-togethers on a Friday 
afternoon. I’d find myself not wanting to sit 
with people and talk, I’d be always glancing 
over at the poker machines and I’d always be 
excusing myself to go and play them. I wasn’t 
working on relationships with people, I’d go 
off and talk to a poker machine instead!

My gambling addiction was a control 
thing. Not being in control of part of your 
life makes you grasp at things that you think 
you can control.

It’s hard to say whether it’s something 
that came from my abuse. I know from my 
abuse that it skewed my outlook on things 
for quite some time. It made it hard for me 
to deal with things and gambling was just 
a way to switch off. It’s a world that sucks 
you in because you don’t have to think about 
anything else when you’re doing it; you don’t 
have to relate to people.

It didn’t help too that my husband was 
working away from home. I was lonely. The 
Emerald Corps Officer, Lincoln Stephens, 
used to do a quick whip around through the 
poker machine area when he was doing pubs 
ministry and I’d see him quite often. That 
was God tapping me on the shoulder and 
saying, “look, there’s a Salvo guy running 
through there”. I used to look out for him 
and I’d want to talk to him. That’s how I 
came back to The Salvation Army.

Lasting relationship
Through Captains Peter and Leanne Bennett 
at Emerald Corps I have really spiritually 
blossomed. The time was right. I have come 
into a greater understanding of God. 

Peter has now quit the job which forced 
him to work away from home a lot. He’d 
had enough of being away and he wanted 
to be home but another part of it too, was 
the fact that he was missing out on things 
at the corps. He’s now taking up a new job 
where he’ll be home every night. He won’t be 
able to come to meetings every Sunday but 
he’s going to be closer and he’s going to be 
around which is a true blessing. 

I’ve been in uniform since June. I love 
wearing it and I wear it a lot. If I’m doing 
anything Army orientated I’ll wear my  
Army uniform because it’s my armour.  
Not my armour from the outside but my 
armour from the inside. It reminds me  
that I am God’s child and that I've made  
a commitment. 

It’s been nearly a year since I gave up 
gambling. I always thought that I’d never 
be able to do pubs ministry because of the 
temptation of the poker machines. But 
wearing the uniform, I love going to the pub 
now and sitting down and talking to people 
and I don’t even cast a second glance at the 
poker machines. That’s something that I 
thought I’d never be able to do but with 
God’s armour on I can do the job.

Biggest blow
Another really big issue that’s affected both 
Peter and my life is the fact we’ve never been 
able to have children. Growing up, that’s 
all I ever wanted to be – I had no career 
aspirations whatsoever – I wanted to be a 
stay-at-home mum and raise a family. 

I don’t know why we can’t have our 
own children. I don’t know whether it’s got 
something to do with my past, the abuse, 
whether I’ve been damaged internally. But  
I know it wasn’t my fault what happened 
to me and I know that God doesn’t hold it 
against me. 

But it’s something that I question: “I’m a 
Christian! Come on God, I’m on your side! 
Why aren’t I having children?”

But I’ve learnt that you can’t always get 
what you want out of life and that’s a very 
important thing to remember. God has a 
plan for us all. Maybe I’m not meant to have 
my own children. Maybe it’s because there 
are other children out there that need our 
love, the love of my husband and I and the 

teachings that my husband and I can give 
them. We’re looking at fostering now and 
that’s something we wouldn’t have looked at 
if we’d had our own children.

no excuses
Lots of people like to use their addictions, 
their abuse and the things that happen to 
them in life as an excuse. But you don’t have 
to, you can rise  above it. I’ve found that with 
help from God through his Word, through 
his teachings and through his love, you can 
rise above those situations and you don’t 
need to let them shackle you for the rest of 
your life. You can be a valuable member of 
society and you can use what’s happened  
to you to make other people understand  
that you don’t have to let those things hold 
you down.

I thank God for the change that he’s 
brought within my life and for the change 
that he’s brought within Peter’s life and I 
hope and pray that he continues to grow 
and that the two of us can go forward in our 
faith and do more for the Lord. 

North Queensland Salvationist Lari SimpSon 
has had more than her share of trouble in 
life but she’s never stopped focusing on the 
positives. This is her story...

Lari simpson was talking 
to Lauren Martin who is a 
journalist with The salvation 
Army's Communications team.

Life has been a rollercoaster ride for Lari Simpson but she's finally found her place at The Salvation Army at Emerald. Photo: Captain Philip Gluyas 



MyanmarMyanmar
Women's Ministry Territorial Project 2009 

Dear God...

You can help answer prayers by providing:
 
 
 
 

Opportunities to fund and establish new programmes  for women in villages 
eg. health care, nutrition, playgroup, literacy, budgetting, craft & cooking classes 

 

Equipping and training of health workers  
(for your information - this is to train health workers to use their 

         skills in Chin State - near Bangladesh) 
 
 
 
 
  

Health / Medical care costs for women in dire economic situations

Projects to rebuild in cyclone ravaged areas 
eg. counselling, evangelism, sanitation and clean water projects

Australia Eastern Territory

celebrated the top 20 hymns of the Church, a movie night and pyjama 
party.

A special auction was held and $1400 was raised for the Karibu 
Centre Appeal Kenya, the Territorial Women’s Ministries project.
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Women in Ministry
Celebrating a God 
for all seasons
South Queensland Division

“Grace ... for every season” was the theme for the Divisional 
Women’s Ministries Camp held at Alexandra Headland, on 

Queensland's Sunshine Coast, late last year.
The camp was led by Major Robyn Maxwell (Divisional Director 

Women’s Ministries), and Major Wendy Walters (Divisional Women’s 
Ministries Secretary).

The guest speaker for the four-day event was Major Beth Twivey, 
who is the Associate Manager for the Hunter Region Recovery 
Services.

Major Twivey is a mother of three, a great communicator and 
a wonderful woman of God. She reminded the delegates “that no 
matter what the season we find ourselves in at the present time, or 
what season we are entering next we can have the absolute assurance 
that our God is a God for all seasons. In every season He promises 
his abundant grace to amaze us.”

Major Twivey’s teaching at the camp helped women capture the 
beauty and strength of their life seasons and to see God’s grace at 
work in their life.

More than 50 women from all over the South Queensland 
Division attended the camp and enjoyed a great program which 
included praise and worship, jewellery making, calligraphy, timbrel 
playing and singing electives, an outing to the nearby Maleny Animal 
Farm and shopping at Montville, a feature night “20 to 1” where we 

(From left) Captain Wendy-Sue Swann, Major Robyn Maxwell, Major Wendy 
Walters, Captain Sonia Whitehouse and Envoy Cathy Griffin enjoy the view at 
Maleny Animal Farm.

Living beyond  
the ordinary
North NSW Division

On 14 November last year, women from across North 
NSW gathered to “Refresh” at the Divisional Women’s 

Bible Camp held at the Darlington Beach Holiday Park, near 
Coffs Harbour.

From inland communities such as Inverell, Barraba and 
Armidale, reaching along the coast from Port Macquarie 
to Ballina, women came anticipating a time of worship, 
friendship and challenge.

The theme for the weekend was “Living beyond the 
ordinary”, with Major Sharon Cooper as the guest speaker. 
Major Sharon Clanfield led delegates through times of 
worship and reflection.

Together they brought the delegates to moments of 
revelation – each one of us is called to live extraordinarily, 
beyond isolation, fear and doubt. God wants to use us each in 
a unique way.

Apart from the times of teaching, there were many 
activities to enjoy in the beautiful beachside location. There 
were electives such as card making, journaling from the Word, 
singing and creative movement. Beach and bushland walks beckoned 
and the pool was always inviting. 

Meal times were opportunities for fellowship with other delegates 
and over dinner on Saturday night the silent auction raised $770 for 
the Territorial Women’s Ministries project, the Karibu Centre Appeal 
Kenya.  

While there were many laughs and new relationships formed over 
the weekend, a highlight for many delegates was the time of creative 

prayer developed by Major Julia Metcher on the Sunday morning. 
Each woman was given a box containing a variety of items that would 
lead them into different areas of prayer and reflection. Many women 
shared that the Holy Spirit used this time to speak directly into their 
lives and specific needs.

Guest speaker Major Sharon Cooper (left), with Major Judith Baker (centre) and 
Major Sharon Clanfield. 
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First international women's 
leader development program
By Commissioner Margaret sutherland

Fifteen women Salvation Army officers gathered at Sunbury Court 
in the United Kingdom for the first international women’s leader 

development program. 
The gathering came about as a result of General Shaw Clifton’s 

recognition of the worldwide need for more women officers to 
be identified, developed and equipped for roles as senior leaders. 
Delegates came from Australia, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, India, the 
USA, Canada, the UK, Norway, Ukraine, Netherlands, Ghana and 
South Africa.

An intensive three-week program focused on Growing The 
Salvation Army, Salvation Army Distinctives, The Salvation Army as 
part of the Body of Christ, Social Justice, Leadership Styles, Working 
with a Team and Business Management. The cultural diversity of 
the participants led to lively discussion and greater insights into the 
internationalism of the Army. The General facilitated several sessions 
and the Chief of the Staff, Commissioner Robin Dunster, opened and 
closed the program.

Within the group were five officers already appointed as 
divisional commanders and two who will become divisional 

commanders within the next few months. For all it was an experience 
that has increased their leadership capacity in many ways, and which 
they will continue to build on in the future.

Delegates and leaders, including General Shaw Clifton, Commissioner Helen Clifton 
and Chief of the Staff Commissioner Robin Dunster, at the conference.

More than 50 ladies from around the  ACT and South NSW 
Division attended the Divisional Women's Camp at Greenhill’s 

Camp and Conference Centre, near Canberra, in mid-October.
The guest speaker for the four-day camp was Colonel Jan 

Condon, the Territorial Secretary for Women’s Ministries, who spoke 
on the theme “GRACE Unwrapping the Gift”. 

The sessions progressed from “Unwrapping the Gift” to  
“Appreciating the Gift,” “Sharing the Gift” and then “Celebrating 
the Gift”. 

The ladies appreciated the good, down-to-earth, practical 
teaching that Colonel Condon imparted and many women responded 
to the challenge to live their lives as women of grace.

The Division also had the privilege of sponsoring two women 
officers from Papua New Guinea to attend the camp. They were 
Captain Giam Dengi, Regional Director for Women’s Ministries,
Wewak, East Sepik Province, and Captain Georgina Karogo, who is 
the Divisional Junior Miss Officer for North Eastern Division, based 
in Kainantu.

Both of these officers made a lovely contribution to the camp 
as they mixed with the ladies and involved themselves in all the 
activities.

Together with Colonel Condon, they also presented a night on 
Papua New Guinea that was enjoyed by all. They also spent a further 
week in the Division before returning to PNG.

Other highlights of the camp were the worship times, early 
morning prayer meetings, craft, singing and an outing to the 
beautiful botanical garden.
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Women in Ministry

Some of the Grafton Corps ladies who organised the Jacaranda Rally with former 
Grafton mayor Shirley Adams who received a Certificate of Appreciation.  

Rally blooming 
marvellous
North NSW Division

The Grafton Corps of The Salvation Army held its annual 
Jacaranda Rally in October.

The streets of the city are lined with beautiful jacaranda trees 
which are in full bloom at this time of the year.

Corps Home League Secretary, Lynn Gilbert, organised the event 
and set the theme for the event, “Transformations”.

Guest soloist Captain Gai Cathcart, from Ballina, sang two 
beautiful songs reflecting on the life transformation that Jesus brings, 
while Major Judith Baker, Divisional Director of Women’s Ministries, 
spoke about the transformation that takes place when a life is handed 
completely over to the Lord.

Major Baker also presented a Certificate of Appreciation to the 
former mayor of Grafton, Shirley Adams, recognising her wonderful 
contribution to the Army as Chairman of the Red Shield Appeal. 

All the Grafton ladies did a great job catering lunch for about 180 
people. All money raised from the event went to the Karibu Centre 
Appeal in Kenya.

Faithful servant 
farewelled
The Greater West Division

The Green Valley/Liverpool Corps of The Salvation Army recently 
held a morning tea to farewell one of its faithful servants, Val 

Lee, who has moved to Queensland.
Val has been a key member of the corps, giving her time to 

welfare and street collecting programs and was also Home League 
Birthday Sergeant. 

Corps Officer Captain Val Prigg formally thanked Val for 
her many years of service and presented a small gift as a token of 
appreciation.

More than 50 women attended the camp including two officers from Papua New Guinea who were sponsored by the ACT and South NSW Division. 

Unwrapping God's grace
ACT and South NSW Division

Captain Giam Dengi and Captain Georgina Karogo, Salvation Army officers in 
Papua New Guinea, present a song item during the camp.

Australia Day honour 
Newcastle and Central NSW Division

Christine Keogh, who attends The Salvation Army at Wellington, 
was honoured at the city’s recent Australia Day awards.

Christine received the Children’s Champion Award in recognition 
of her many years working with kids. She has not only been a foster 
mother to several small children, but in particular has been willing 
to take on physically and mentally challenged children most of whom 
are indigenous or have been born with severe complications from 
drug addiction.

At the awards ceremony special mention was made of how 
Christine treats all the children who come into her family as if 
they were her own and of her wholehearted love for them. She was 
described as a truly inspirational person.

Currently she has three children permanently in her care, aged 
seven months, eight and 17. Christine also provides respite care for 
two other small children who have multiple disabilities.



I Count for Something

I count for something in the eyes of God,
I count for something where the Saviour trod.
I am the wretched, the halt, and the blind;
I'm the disciple who followed behind.
I am the doubter – blasphemer – sin’s slave,
The prodigal son whom the Father forgave.
I counted for something on Calvary,
So I know I'll be counted in eternity.

Major Mavis Gilbert


