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God’s grace is everywhere

It is a joy to greet you once again via Women in Touch. 
Life is full of  surprises and I find myself  back in the 
same office that I left in October last year – although 

with a different appointment, but still in women’s ministry.
 Last November I went on an overseas mission to 
International Headquarters in London, thinking that 
would be my last appointment prior to retirement. But 
my overseas assignment was short term and I am happy 
to return to this territory where women’s ministry is very 
efficient and effective.
 Going overseas provides new opportunities and 
challenges. Adjusting to commuting to the office and 
navigating one’s way through snow were two challenges I 
had not faced previously, and both took time to get used 
to. But the fellowship at International Headquarters and 
the benefit of  gaining a global perspective of  the Army 
were very helpful.
 Overseas service can certainly take us out of  our 
comfort zones and in this issue you will read about the 
experiences of  some who have served away from home. 
It is a sacrifice to leave home and family but that’s the 
way of  the cross, and we are all called to make a sacrifice to 
follow Jesus.
 Not everyone is called to serve overseas but you can become a real 
encouragement and prayer partner for those who do serve overseas. 
You can feel forgotten and abandoned when you leave home and 
friends and the familiar, so maybe someone reading this will covenant 
to pray for someone on overseas mission.
 When Jesus sent out 72 on a mission he said, “Go, I am sending 
you out like lambs among wolves” (Luke 10:3).
 It’s not for the faint-hearted, timid or weak. But God provides his 
grace, strength and protection.
 Maybe God is asking you to step out on a mission – overseas or 
at home. I encourage you to be obedient because God will never take 
you where his grace cannot keep you.
 Yours in mission,

Jan Condon
Commissioner
Territorial President of  Women’s Ministries

The SalvaTion army
William BooTh, Founder

International Headquarters
101 Queen Victoria Street
London EC4P 4EP
linda Bond, General

Australia Eastern Territory
140 Elizabeth Street
Sydney NSW 2000
JameS Condon, Commissioner
Territorial Commander

PeTer SuTCliffe: Major,  
Communications Director 

ediTor: Simone Worthing

GraPhiC deSiGn: James Gardner, Kem Pobjie

Cover PhoToS: Shairon Paterson

ediTorial and CorreSPondenCe:
P0 Box A435 
Sydney South NSW 1235
Phone: (02) 9266 9639 email: eastern.
editorial@aue.salvationarmy.org

PuBliShed for: 
The Salvation Army
Australia Eastern Territory
by Commissioner Linda Bond

PrinTed aT: 
SOS Print + Media Group
65 Burrows Rd, Alexandria
NSW 2015, Australia

Member of the Australasian  
Religious Press Association
Unless otherwise stated,  

all Scripture is taken  
from the Holy Bible,  
New International Version®
Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984,  
by International Bible Society 
Used by permission 
of Zondervan Publishers

No part of this publication may  
be reproduced whatsoever  
without written permission  
from the publisher

www.salvos.org.au

Regulars
2  TEAM TALK
 From the desk of the Women’s Ministries Department

18 YounG WoMEn in TouCh
 Stories, ideas and articles for our young women

22 WoMEn in MinisTRY 
  Reports from around the Territory

24  hEART sonGs

C
o

n
te

n
ts

     Team Talk  
From the desk of the Women's Ministries Department About this issue – from the editor’s desk

It’s been over two years now, since my family 
and I returned from six years of overseas service 
in Eastern Europe. Those years were full of 
exciting opportunities, sometimes seemingly 

insurmountable challenges, the fascination and 
frustration of a completely different culture, and the 
incredible privilege of reaching out to others with 
the Gospel of Christ in countries that need him so 
desperately.

Answering the call to overseas service, and the 
experience of living that call, has changed our lives, 
and who we are, forever.

In this issue of Women in Touch different women 
from around the world share their experiences of 
overseas service and how they, too, answered a call 
to go. Women living in places as diverse as Taiwan, 
Latvia and the Republic of Georgia reflect on the 
joys, wonders and challenges of serving far from 
home, and how faith in their calling, and in our 
great God who has called them, gives them the 
resources they need in both the good, the tough, 
and ordinary times.

Short-term missions are also life-changing 
experiences, and on pages 10-11, two women write 
about their service in Africa and how what they 
saw and learned there has changed, not only their 

worldview, but the very course of their lives.
The work of The Salvation Army is not only 

international but also national and local, a point 
graphically illustrated by the tragic trade in human 
beings that takes place at every level of society 
– most of it unseen. In this issue we interview 
Jenny Stanger, Supervisor of the Salvation Army’s 
Safe-house for Trafficked Women, about her work 
helping victims of human trafficking. Jenny also 
talks about ways local communities, and individuals, 
can help raise awareness of this insidious crime and 
reach out to support its victims. Human trafficking 
is a worldwide problem involving millions of people 
but, as Jenny explains, we are not helpless in the 
face of it and there is much that we can do, right 
now, and right where we are.

This issue also features a devotion, book and 
music reviews, and news from around the territory 
– we pray that you will find a message of help, hope 
and encouragement within its pages!

Simone Worthing
Editor
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Long-term overseas mission involves leaving your 
home and culture, usually for an unlimited period, (even 
if there are terms of service) with a deep commitment 
to a concrete situation or country.  It’s a commitment to 
become part of the community, often to pioneer, and 
to work alongside nationals to establish and develop 
ministry. Putting down roots, learning another language 
and developing cross-cultural sensitivity are all part of 
long-term mission.

In the pages that follow, women from around the world 
share some of their personal journeys as they serve the 
Lord overseas.

Fulfilling God’s plan

“I feel this was what God wanted me to 
do, I’m fulfilling his call on my life,” 
explains Captain Elizabeth Garland 

when sharing with Women In Touch about her 
passion for overseas appointments.
 For the past three years, Captain Elizabeth 
has been working as the Medical and Social 
Services Secretary at The Salvation Army 
Territorial Headquarters in Harare, the capital 
city of  Zimbabwe. 
 Captain Elizabeth is familiar with 
international appointments as she previously 
worked in a health clinic in Ghana before she 
was sent to Zimbabwe.
 Back on furlough, Captain Elizabeth is 
awaiting her next appointment and is hoping 
that she will return overseas to another 
country. Having been trained as a nurse, 

she believes her skills are more useful in a 
developing nation.
 “I feel my skills, qualifications and 
experience can be used more overseas. It can 
be used in Australia but I feel as thought I 
have more to contribute and I feel this is what 
God wants me to do.”
 Captain Elizabeth views all her 
appointments the same way – no one is more 
sacrificial than another.
 “I don’t think I sacrificed anything,” she 
reflects.
 “I guess it depends on what you call a 
sacrifice but I don’t look at it in any different 
way to serving God here [Australia] because 
serving God in one way or another is always a 
sacrifice.”
 Captain Elizabeth experienced some 
challenging circumstances while on active 
service due to the declining economic and 

political environment in Zimbabwe where 
dependency on God was absolutely essential. 
 “I had an administrator ring and say, ‘I 
have no money to pay workers and we don’t 
have enough food for our residents,’” she 
shared. “Sometimes all I could say [was], ‘Well 
I don’t have anything but let’s pray about it 
and see what God can do’ – it’s amazing what 
God can do.”
 As a single woman working as an officer 
in a foreign nation, Captain Elizabeth says she 
wouldn’t have it any other way – she believes 
this was God’s plan for her life and service  
for him.
 “I am quite happy being single. I feel 
fulfilled in my life and service for God and so 
it has made my life so much easier.”

Esther Pinn
Esther is a journalist for Pipeline and supplements.

  

i my name is Leanne and I am serving in the Taiwan 
Region, with my husband Robert.
 We have been here now for five months. The 

experiences even most different and most challenging come 
with such delight or amazement that you can’t help but enjoy 
the moment with a laugh and smile.
 We applied for overseas service specifically in Taiwan as 
we both had a very strong and specific word from God that 
this was part of  his plans and purposes for us at this time.   
 On a personal visit to Taiwan we heard clearly from God 
a call to serve him here, seeing very clearly how God would 
use us in this place. So, after confirmation and then waiting 
for God’s timing, we shared this with the Army and within 
12 months, clear evidence of  God’s hand in this, we found 
ourselves in Taiwan. 

From left to right: 
Captain Elizabeth 
Garland, Lieutenant-
Colonel John Hodge, 
Major and Mrs  
Friday Ayanam.

 There are many things I love about my 
experience serving in Taiwan.  Serving where 
I am called to be in a ministry I am called to 
do is a great joy. I love that my perspective is 
stretched and capacity enlarged through being 
in this place. 
 The challenges for me are really not 
many but one is living in a community 
where English is not the first language. 
The challenges of  learning Chinese and 
communicating with others whose second 
language is English, still takes me by surprise 
at times. This is one of  my very few causes 
for frustration. 
 The greatest challenge is, hands down, 
being away from family. You wonder what 
God’s on about when we adopt our daughter 
from Taiwan at 3 months and 24 years later 
she is in our country of  origin, Australia, 
happily married and working and we are in 
hers, Taiwan, happily serving the Lord. But 
what can you say, when it’s what God has 
planned and purposed, it works. Skype, email 
and Facebook are great, can’t imagine the 
separation with out them. 
 We are here today and will remain because 
we are called by God to be here. As I live 
and minister amongst the Taiwanese people I 
hope to give only one thing, an expression of  
Jesus that they would find irresistible. 
 As I live to act justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly with my Lord, fulfilling his plans 
and purposes for me, I am humbled that I 
get to live in the wonder and delight of  his 
extravagant grace. 

Major Leanne Duncan
Regional Mission & Resource Officer  
Social Justice & Social Programs
Taiwan Region

Major Leanne enjoys a funny moment in Taiwan.
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ad I heard right? Here I was, alone, on 
a doctor’s table in Moscow, listening 
to a French doctor tell me I might 

have cancer. This couldn’t be happening to 
me. 
 So began a week of  more tests before the 
full diagnosis was pronounced. I had kidney 
cancer. 
 My husband Ron and I had just 
completed two years at the headquarters of  
the Eastern Europe Territory as resource 
and project officers. We were headlong into 
some good projects and were enjoying the 
opportunity to serve in another land and to 
experience a new and different culture. What 
would this diagnosis mean?
 In little over a week we were on a plane 
heading home to see a surgeon in Melbourne. 
Was this really happening to us? Would it be 

y call to missionary service began 
with a trip to the library. I went 
in to borrow a German language 

course and came out with a Polish one. That 
inexplicable event led to 17 years of  overseas 
service, mainly in Russia and Poland.
 In established territories we take so much 
for granted. In pioneering settings where 

 

any Salvationists apply to go to 
another country for overseas 
service. 

 For me, overseas service has always caused 
a bit of  confusion – I was born and raised in 
Russia and married an Australian man there. I 
trained to be an officer of  The Salvation Army 
in Australia, which makes me an Australian 
Officer.  In order for me to go “home” and 
serve my own people, I needed to apply for 
missionary service. 
 Where does missionary service start for 
me – in Russia or Australia? Each time I go 
back home, I try to apply the knowledge and 
experience I have gained from serving in 
Australia. And it’s the same when I come back 
to Australia from serving in Russia.  
 I could never have imagined being able to 
serve God in two totally different countries 
and feel at home and in the right place at the 
right time for God’s work, in both.  
 I always want to go back home to Russia 
because I want people to know and love Jesus 
as their personal Lord and Saviour. I always 
want to come back to Australia because I know 
that people here desperately need Jesus too. 
 Some of  the joys in mission include 
seeing positive changes in people. Some of  
the difficulties and challenges are that you are 
never the same when you return after mission 
and often the people with whom you worked 
and became friends have also moved on and 
relationships are not the same.
 It was also very sad to see some 
missionaries enter another culture and expect 
the locals to change and conform to their 
brand of  Christian thinking and living without 
showing any respect for the people, culture, 
history, and traditions of  the land. 
 I would not want to change allowing God 
to use me. I have been amazed at how God 
shapes us, teaches us, stretches our thinking, 
and how he strengthens our faith by our 
simple obedience to him. No, it is not easy to 
be used by God for his purpose, and yes, it is 
quite painful from time to time, but we know 
that it is necessary and it is the best way to be.

Captain Julia Price
Corps	Officer,	Nambour

t the age of  seven I attended a camp 
meeting with a visiting missionary 
from Haiti.  I gave my life to Christ 

and promised Jesus that I would be a 
missionary to Haiti.  Of  course, at seven, I 
had no idea where Haiti was or what being a 
missionary really looked like, but I was sure it 
was my calling from God.
 I have pursued this calling tenaciously 
throughout my life.  God gave me three  
wonderful years in Haiti, two in Moldova, 
six in Russia and now I have the honor of  
serving in the country of  Georgia.
 Joys of  serving overseas come in all sizes.   
Catching the vision of  an officer and finding 
the funds to make his or her vision happen 
brings great joy to my heart.  Getting a hug 
from my women’s ministry ladies makes my 
day.  Watching our young adults grow in 
Christ is my reward.
 Difficulties and challenges come with not 
knowing the heart languages of  my people.  
Translators are such great blessings but it is 
hard to translate the feelings of  the heart.  
Generally, this requires great insight and 
God’s wisdom.
 What I love most are those “ah-ha” 
moments when you know without a doubt 
that your decision or material or teaching will 

possible to return to Moscow? There were so 
many questions and so many unknowns. 
 Nothing prepares you for this. 
 Surgery and weeks of  recovery followed. 
Ron managed to continue his Moscow work 
over the internet while he cared for me. For 
a while we lived in two worlds. We were in 
Melbourne recovering from major surgery 
and experiencing the love of  our family 
and friends. Our minds though, were still in 
Moscow. We had left so much undone, and so 
many experiences yet to be had.
 The prognosis from surgery was good. 
No further treatment was needed. However, 
the opportunity to participate in a drug trial 
targeting the prevention of  return cancer was 
an option to be considered.
 The time came when we needed to make 
the decision to stay home or return. It was 
not an easy decision but did come with some 
peace when finally made.
 As much as the need for us to return to 
complete our work was strong, in the end we 

make a lasting difference in a person’s life.
 What I like the least are moves which 
generally require a new language to be 
learned!
 I miss my children and grandchildren 
most!  In the future, we will return to the 
States specificially to invest time in the 
beautiful grandchildren God has brought into 
our family.
 God promised me long ago to care for 
my family and he has.  I continue to remain 
commited because of  his whispered assurance 
that this is where he wants me to be.
 My desire is to share hope in Christ with 
those who have so little hope in their lives.  
 Having grown up in the small world of  a 
rural Pennsylvania farm, I have a new world 
view that has changed how I live and think.  
Less is best, simple pleasures come in small, 
inexpensive sizes, travelling light is always 
easier, relationship building is top priority, 
much can be accomplished with little, and 
people are our greatest assets.

Major Anita Caldwell
Regional Director of  Women’s  
Ministries Georgia  
Eastern Europe Territory
Major Anita is an officer from the USA Southern 
Territory and has served in Haiti, Moldova, Russia 
and the Republic of Georgia.

Major Anita delivers much-needed bedding to a children’s hospital in Moldova.

support networks are yet to be established, 
life can be a challenge. Everything from 
recruits classes to enrolment certificates 
need to be translated. And when it comes 
to preparing programs, there is often not 
the luxury of  going to printed material for 
pre-packed plans. Resources in the local 
language can be scarce and it is not until you 
try drawing on resources in English that you 
realise how much is untranslatable because 

of  such things as plays  
on words. 
 Putting together 
worksheets for children’s 
activities or designing 
publicity leaflets can be 
problematic, but challenges 
such as these force you to 
learn new skills and to pray 
extra hard that the Lord will 
send help urgently. 
 Church planting is tough 
in any setting, and more so in 
a pioneering setting. Patience 
is required, but that patience 
is more than rewarded when 
over time you see lives 

knew the best decision was to stay and follow 
through the treatment here.  
 Over the last months we have worked 
through the process of  letting go and 
resettling into our new home and roles in 
Melbourne. Is it possible to take up new 
appointments and just move on? I don’t yet 
think so. Our lives have been changed. We 
have a new world perspective. I have a new 
life perspective.
 Facing recovery from cancer does that to 
you. What is it that I should be doing with my 
life? I am looking and trusting in a God who 
knows me and is leading me in a new journey 
of  discovery – not a half  a world away, but 
right here where I am now.

Major Lyn Cochrane
Assistant Territorial social  
Program secretary

Major Lyn is an officer of the  
Australia Southern Territory

changed, people growing in their relationship 
with God and a corps taking shape from 
nothing.
 In my UK days, life was a round of  
meetings: officers’ fellowship, minister’s 
fraternal, divisional meetings and training 
days. Isolation, serving in a country whose 
officer force totals three, living in a town 
where you can rarely speak your own 
language, attending officers’ councils where 
the worship is neither in your own language 
nor that which you are learning, gives 
you a new appreciation for the fellowship 
opportunities of  former years.
 A strong sense of  call is the main thing 
that sustains in tough times and a belief  in 
the transforming power of  God. The rewards 
outweigh the stresses, even if  it means 
missing my favourite football (Liverpool!) 
team play.

Major Denise McGarvey
Corps	Officer
Starachowice,	Poland

Major Denise is an officer from the United Kingdom 
with the Republic of Ireland Territory

Children enjoy activities during “Messy Church” in Starachowice.
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t is beginning to cool down here in the 
evenings, but I am thinking of  daffodils 
and tulips and days that begin to grow 

longer and warmer.  My thoughts are with 
our friends as they begin to put aside coats 
and scarves and revel in the fresh greenness 
of  the new shoots and the blazing glory of  
the cherry trees in full bloom. Somehow our 
hearts will always be flitting between two 
countries.
 We spent nine years in Germany, the last 
five of  those in Leipzig, a city in the former 
East Germany. Our calling to Germany was 
very clear, sealed with a promise and a sign of  
God’s grace. The first four years were difficult 
and we saw little fruit. The last five years were 
an adventure and we feel incredibly blessed by 
God to have experienced them. 
 The first weeks in Leipzig were a 
whirlwind as the preceding officer showed 
us around the city, took us to the two asylum 
seeker refuges we were responsible for, 
introduced us to the staff  of  the youth café 
we ran and outlined other responsibilities. We 
looked at each other constantly and thought, 
“How can we do this?” The quiet answer 
within our spirits came, “Only through God”.

ne Sunday at the age of  12, God 
spoke to me during a self-denial 
service. He said that, “One day Africa 

will be your home Leah, you will shine my 
light to my hurting children and bring about 
change for those who are forgotten”. 
 His voice was so clear, I asked the girls 
sitting next to me if  they had heard it. Again 
God spoke, saying that he would provide me 
with all I need to do what he would ask of  
me. 
 Since that day God has confirmed his 
calling upon me countless times.
 I have been blessed to spend numerous 
months in Africa on different occasions, 
working with children in different settings. I 
have experienced the beauty and the pain of  
Africa. 
 And there is nowhere in the world where 
I feel more at home or at peace. 
 Over the last 18 months I have started to 
feel restless. I knew that it was time to start 
taking specific steps towards Africa. 
 First, I applied for overseas service with 
The Salvation Army.  I am currently working 
through the application process.
 I have moved home with my parents 
to save money and to lower my financial 
responsibilities so that I can go as soon as 
God opens the door. 
 I have plans to do different courses 
this year in preparation -- everything from 
teaching English in other countries to sewing 
classes. These are skills I could teach to 
women. 
 I am also considering training courses 
through missionary schools that prepare 
people for service overseas, and perhaps 
accelerated midwifery too. 
 I know there will be many challenges 
overseas. I want to go now, but I know God’s 
timing is perfect. I know my work there will 
not be easy but God has promised that he 
will equip me with all that I need.  I have big 
dreams for what I’d like to do there, but will 
follow God’s lead. 
 I do not know what the future holds, but 
I do know he who holds it, and I’m excited 
for the future. 

Leah Robinson
Port stephens Corps

 
 

ommissioner Lyn Pearce (ret.) 
believes that serving overseas long-
term should be in response to a call. 

“I simply feel we should feel in our hearts 
that this is what God wants us to do,” she 
said. “This may result in much time being 
spent in another country or culture.”
 Often, people who only stay for a short 
time are referred to as “tourists”.
 The word missionary is one 
Commissioner Lyn feels should be avoided. 
“To me, this word conjures up the way 
service overseas was 50 or 60 years ago and 
the idea that we had something superior to 
give,” she explained. “International service is 
about going to work alongside folk;  perhaps 
even working ‘under’ someone from the 
developing world and reinforcing work that is 
already being done.”
 Commissioner Lyn emphasised the need 
for those going overseas to focus on their 
service as being supportive and to work 
alongside others with the same attitude as 
they would have if  they were going to a 
developed country.

e left Australia in September 
2010 in a whirlwind of  activity.  
A few days later we arrived in 

Riga, Latvia – a country that has only known 
freedom from communist occupation for 20 
years and now is experiencing severe effects 
from the global financial crisis.  Life continues 
as a bit of  a whirlwind! 
 Our task is to train eight cadets to be the 
up and coming leadership for this emerging 
yet vibrant Salvation Army.  I am also 
responsible for Women’s Ministries in the 
region. Our work is indeed a challenge as we 
do not speak the language but fortunately, 
most of  our cadets do speak or at least 
understand, English.  
 God has blessed us with a fantastic 
translator who works with us five days a week.  
Coming here has meant that I not only need 
to rely on the Lord more, but I need others to 
help me in my work.  No longer can I write 
an email and send it to cadets as I have to 
honour their language before my own.  This 
is a very humbling experience.
 This is home for now.  As Paul says “… 
I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances” (Philippians 4: 11). This is 
how I approach life in Latvia.  For sure, 
there are lots of  things that are different, but 
instead of  seeing them as frustrations they are 
challenges to be overcome.  From December 
through to March, the world around us is 
just snow and ice. However, we are more 
fortunate than many who live without 
running hot water or heated apartments.  
These are in the main, the people to whom 
The Salvation Army is ministering in Latvia.
 What do I miss?  My family would be 
upset if  I said I didn’t miss them.  But I am 
thankful to God for 21st century technology – 
keep up the emails, phone calls and Skype!!  
 It is good to teach young people who 
are starting on their life’s ministry and to be 
involved in the process of  shaping them to 
be good leaders of  God’s people in Pestisanas 
Armija, Latvia.

Major	Isabel	M	Beckett
Education	Officer
School	for	Officer	Training,	Riga,	Latvia

 The years in Leipzig tested and stretched 
my faith in God more than anything 
else before. Like all those in ministry, we 
experienced moments of  glory where 
everything worked beyond expectations, 
humdrum days where nothing seemed to 
be happening, and days of  absolute despair 
when it seemed that our God was totally 
incomprehensible and we didn’t have the 
spiritual energy to get back on our feet. 
Amongst all this, we missed our family and 
friends back home and yearned (in the depths 
of  winter) for some light and warmth.
 But these experiences, even the tragedies 
our corps family suffered, were an amazing 
gift that I wouldn’t exchange for the world. 
The grief  and loss we experienced as a corps 
bound us together, the love we developed 
for each other gave us hope, and our 
commitment to trust God, no matter what, 
brought much fruit.
 A part of  our hearts has been planted in 
that corps in Leipzig and we are incredibly 
grateful, not only for the provision and grace 
of  God, but also for the people we came to 
love who made our time there so rich and 
fruitful.

Major Jo-anne Brown
Corps	Officer,	Calamvale

  

 However, even if  there is a call and 
an offer is made to serve internationally, 
Commissioner Lyn explained that this offer 
may not be accepted.
 “There has to be a matching of  skills 
and qualifications with the needs of  a region, 
command or territory,” she said.
 “It is important to realise that more and 
more qualifications are needed in order to 
serve in the developing world.
 “Governments are loathe to provide a 
visa for someone from outside their country 
unless that person’s qualifications are better 
than someone else’s in the country.”
 This reality is often behind the long 
wait for visas to many parts of  the world, 
especially Africa.
 The governments of  receiving territories 
take time to decide whether a foreigner is 
needed if  they already have qualified people. 
 On a very positive side, Commissioner 
Lyn explains that the opportunity to serve in 
another country is wonderful and invaluable.
 “You are never the same again and you 
don’t look at the world in the same way again 
either!” she said.

Commissioner Lyn served for 10 years at 
International	Headquarters,	London.The snow and ice of Latvia is a new experience for Majors Isabel and Norm Beckett.

Leah spent much of her time in Africa ministering to children there.
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with the children and to help Katharine 
however I could. The time went by so fast 
that I didn’t achieve the many things I 
hoped to do in that time. Consequently, I 
returned last year for six months. 

My work is simple! I take the place of 
the parents the resident children leave at 
home every term. I provide their school 
needs, assist with homework, provide 
new insights into making bead jewellery 
and other crafts, help with computer 
skills, practise English conversation 
and reading, mend clothes and, most 
of all, give the children the love and 
encouragement they need to overcome 
their disabilities and achieve the best they 
can in life. 

The days are long, 
hot and exhausting 
but the rewards I get 
-- the love and trust of 
the children and staff 
and seeing the progress 
the kids make -- are 
amazing. They really 
light up my life!

The younger children 
who stay in rehab for 
three months, live in 
with their mothers. I take 
time to give the children 
toys and activities which 
develop their muscles 
and coordination, and 
encourage the mothers to 
play with their children. 

This is not a normal concept for African 
families who are too busy working long, 
hard hours just to provide food for the 
family. It’s exciting to see the children 
grow and develop. It is also a blessing to 
see the mothers change as they spend time 
in rehab. Not all of them are Christians 
and those who are come from many 
denominations. With patience and hard 
work, the children do respond and the 
faith of the mothers grows too. They are 
wonderful testimonies to God’s love and 
healing power and are very willing to tell 
others what the Lord has done for them. 

Children’s church
Children’s church every Sunday is 
the most enthusiastic and praise-filled 
meeting I have ever attended. The 
children sing with great joy and pray 
fluently for others. Many times there 
are tears shed as someone gives their 
testimony or demonstrates their love of 
God and appreciation for what he has 
done for them. And remember, these are 
children who find walking, writing, eating 
and dressing very difficult, but they praise 
the Lord for his love and goodness to 
them. What an example they set!

By God’s grace, I will return 
again to Begoro later this year, to my 
‘grandchildren’ and the friends I have 
made in this beautiful place. 

Lorraine Henley 
Port Macquarie Corps

Short-term missions generally refer to leaving your home and culture for a mission experience of 
a limited time period and for a specific purpose. The short-term mission could range from two 
weeks to one year, either as an individual or as part of a mission team, and usually supports 
an existing ministry through commitment to a concrete task. For example, those on short-term 
missions often lead youth and children’s activities and events, carry out building projects, and 
support social programs. There is usually no putting down roots, deep cultural adaptation or 
learning another language.

Short-term missions are a vital way of filling a wide variety of needs throughout the world, of 
broadening the perspective of all participants, of raising awareness, and of igniting or deepening 
the passion to serve overseas or in ministry closer to home.

Ghana: you light up my life

Zambia: a change of plans 

Perhaps some of you remember the 
song You Light up My Life? This 
song epitomises my relationship 

with God and through his calling, with 
the people of the Begoro Rehabilitation 
Centre, Ghana.

I first went to Begoro in 2008 with 
the then Mission 1:8 team and met 
Katharine Dale, Occupational Therapist 
and Administrator in charge of the Begoro 
Centre for disabled children, her staff and 
the amazing kids in rehab. Katharine’s job 
is enormous and every day reinforced the 
need for additional help for her to do her 
work effectively. 

In 2009 I returned to Begoro as a 
volunteer to work for three months 

Last year, 14 strangers from Australia 
and the United Kingdom joined 
together for the Hands Abroad and 

Journey (UK) mission trip to Zambia. We 
travelled throughout Southern Zambia 
experiencing and seeing all the different 
ways the Salvation Army is involved 
with helping those who are forced to live 
in poverty. We had the opportunity to 
help on a mobile clinic for mothers and 
children, visit a fair-trade coffee farm, go 
on a safari, visit waterless communities, 
and spend some time at George Town in 
Lusaka (the slums of Zambia) which was 
absolutely heartbreaking. 

From the moment I applied for the 
trip to actually departing for Africa, it was 
very full-on. From passports to injections 
to getting a blue card in time was just 
crazy. But, I would go through that 100 
times over again to go, because it was so 
worth it! It was such an eye-opening and 
incredible experience.

While I was away and since coming 
home, God has taught me some quite 
confronting spiritual lessons – the main 
one being that life is not all about me, my 
time and my plan. It’s about him and his 
timing and his plan. He taught me this, 
especially in the lead up to going, with 
finances, and once we were there, when 
things ran on “African time” and plans 
got changed. I’ve still got a long way to 
go in my patience training, but I’m slowly 
getting there. 

I was also quite challenged by the 
number of people we met who were 
content with what they have. That’s not to 
say that they don’t need or want anything, 
but they are happy. Their faith and trust in 
God and how he will continue to provide 
what they need, is incredible. 

I struggle with simply being content 
and often get sucked into society’s idea of 
“happiness”. I often feel as though I won’t 
be satisfied and happy until I have that 
new bag, those shoes, my own house, a 
husband, have lost a few kilos, and the list 
goes on. But, since meeting these amazing 
people I’ve learnt what it means to be 
content. I still have moments of weakness 
where I desire those things, it’s just no 
longer my driving force. 

The Zambia mission trip for me was 
amazing, heartbreaking and challenging. 
While I was there my great-grandmother 
passed away. I grew frustrated because 
until then I would normally turn to my 
close friends and family for support. Being 
away from my main support team has 
taught me that God is, and should always 
be, the one I call on first in all situations. 

He is my strength and refuge and there is 
nothing I can’t handle without his help.

Since coming back from Zambia I  
have had a burning desire to get more 
involved and dedicate my entire life to 
doing some form of mission or social 
justice work full-time.

At the end of January I left my job and 
moved from Brisbane to Sydney to do a 
Social Justice and Edify Internship with 
The Salvation Army, and the lessons keep 
on coming! It’s not easy going from a 
full time paid job to ... well, waiting to be 
approved by Centrelink. But when you’re 
doing what God wants you to do, he has 
this incredible way of making things  
work out. 

I’m loving not knowing what each day 
is going to bring. Whether it’s working 

at Sydney Streetlevel Mission, at THQ or 
at the Salvation Army’s Safe House for 
Trafficked Women, no two days are ever 
the same. I’ve met some amazing people 
along the way and developed some great 
friendships. I love this journey God’s 
taking me on and I cannot wait to see 
what else he has in store for me!

Krystle Walters
Krystle is attending Sydney Streetlevel 
Mission while completing her Edify 
and Social Justice internship with the 
Australia Eastern Territory’s Justice Unit.

For more information:
http://salvos.org.au/said/hands-abroad/
http://salvos.org.au/justiceunit
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Top: Krystle helps weigh babies and toddlers at the mobile medical clinic.
Above: The mission team join in spontaneous dancing at Kasiwe village.

Lorraine with her ‘grandchildren’ at the Begoro Centre, Ghana.
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dew on a summer’s day.

Sacred moments
But still I knew there was a God who 
recognised me. It took me many 
years to discover for myself the deep 
personal love that God through 
Jesus Christ has for me, but in these 
moments where I was aware of his 
presence and the greatness of creation, 
God was revealing himself to me and 
drawing me to him. He knew me and 
loved me long before I knew him or 
could love him. Such sacred moments 
as these show us the amazing love of 
God, a God who draws us to himself, 
wherever we are and whoever we are. 
We don’t need to know about him in 
order to experience his presence, and 
when we begin to open ourselves to 
him, we will find that we encounter 
him in the most unusual places.

Major Jo-anne 
Brown
Corps Officer, 
Calamvale

Perspective online
The Salvation Army International Social Justice Commission
http://www.salvationarmy.org/isjc

The ISJC is The Salvation Army's strategic voice to 
advocate for human dignity and social justice on behalf of 

the world's poor and oppressed. 
 The site offers the latest news from the ISJC, resources and 
links to finding out more about social justice issues, audio and 
video downloads and much more. Don’t forget to check out 
the prayer focus listed for each month!

Sacred Chaos
Spiritual Disciplines  
for the Life You Have
Tricia McCary Rhodes
Intervarsity Press 
USA, 2008

When Tricia McCary Rhodes began planning this 
book, she had anticipated extensive time in 
prayer through long retreats and walks on the 
beach. It seems God had other plans: her grown 

son, his wife and their two young children moved in with her 
for a season, and suddenly noise and disruptions replaced 
quiet and solitude.
 This is the reality of life for many of us and is, in fact, 
the point of Sacred Chaos: we need to find ways to weave 
spiritual practice into lives already crammed with obligations. 
In the midst of household turmoil, Rhodes learned to see 
God and communicate with him in entirely new ways – right 
in the midst of chaos and not through retreats, extensive 
quiet times or a rigid devotional life.
 Rhodes offers readers guilt-free ways to awaken to 
God’s presence in our lives – just the way they are – and 
provides new ways to pray, to listen to God, to view others 
the way God sees them, and to be guided by God.
 At the end of each chapter are ideas and suggestions for 
prayer experiments that point the way to connecting with 
God and making each day sacred – in the midst of chaos.

Perspective

WIN a copy of  Sacred Chaos!
Simply tell us, in 150 words or less, how you 
stay connected to God in the middle of your 
busy life. Email your responses to simone.
worthing@aue.salvationarmy.org by 31 July.

Encounters with God

For my 40th birthday my sister sent out 40 calico patches to 40 
people who have been a significant part of my life. They were 

to put something on that patch that signified something of their 
relationship with me and send it back to her. Those patches were 
then sewed into a quilt and I have a beautiful memento of these 
special people.
 The devotionals in this series are like a spiritual patchwork quilt. 
They are a patchwork of encounters with God – both the recognised 
and the unrecognised moments of grace. Sometimes the colours  
and textures are rich and extravagant, sometimes mundane and 
even dull.
 The end result is a patchwork rainbow that hints at the glory 
of God at work in an ordinary life, bringing transformation and 
deliverance.

“I’m on top of the world looking down on 
creation and the only explanation I can find, is 
the love that I’ve found ever since you’ve been 
around has just put me on the top of  
the world.”

I am singing these words at the top of 
my voice while sitting at the top of the 
slippery slide in our backyard. 

 I know that I’m singing a love song 
to I-know-not-who. This being is great 
and mighty, more vast and grander than 
the sky that fills me with awe, but also 
someone who somehow smiles down on 
a little girl in a suburban backyard. I am 
free and exuberant and embraced by this 
‘something other’.
 There is a hill behind our house which 
I regularly climb. The red rock and steely 
spinifex form a beauty that is strong 
and enduring and draws my spirit. In 
such quiet, almost sacred places I find 
something that I don’t find anywhere else. 
 As a child I always seemed to be 
seeking the presence of something greater 
than myself in the solitude of the harsh 
beauty of the landscape around me. There 
are moments in the church where I sense 
this transcendent presence but these are 
ephemeral and slip away like the morning 

I have many friends who have grown up in Christian homes 
where the message of the gospel has been passed on from 

one generation to another. A mother tells her children, they 
tell their children, and so forth. It’s a beautiful way to be 
raised and some of the most beautiful people I know have 
come from homes like this. I’m not one who, in the past has 
had such a family, but God has done an amazing work and 
in the opposite way to that which I just described!
 I’m what people call a “first generation Salvo”. I was the 
first one in my family who started coming to church when 
I was about eight. My mum used to send my sister and I 
along, and being a single mum, I think she appreciated the 
time alone while we were at the Army! When I was 17, I 
plucked up the courage and invited my mum to an Alpha 
course at the corps. She said yes! After a journey, she gave 
her heart to Jesus and got saved! Hoorah you say?! Now we 
have not one, but two, first generation Salvos in the same 
family, and that’s where I thought the story would end. God, 
though, had some more saving to do in my family!
 My mum then told my grandmother about Home League 
at her local Salvation Army in Brisbane. She’s been attending 
there for a while now, and even goes to church. She loves it, 
and enjoys the fellowship there. 
 So, one generation IS telling another in our family. 
Granddaughter told daughter, daughter told grandmother, 
and now there are three generations of the same family 
worshipping God. Only 16 years ago, Jesus wasn’t a 
household name. Now he is.  

Vanessa Kohler
Cadet, Friends of Christ Session

  
Recipe: chocolate  
self-saucing pudding

1 cup self-raising flour
¾ cup castor sugar
¼ cup cocoa
½ cup milk
30 grams butter, melted
¾ cup brown sugar
¼ cup cocoa (extra)
1 ¼ cups hot water
Icing sugar if needed

Sift flour, sugar and cocoa into  
a bowl.

Make a well and gradually stir in 
combined milk and butter.

Beat until smooth. Pour into  
oven dish.

Combine brown sugar and sifted 
extra cocoa in a jug.

Gradually stir in hot water,  
and pour the sauce gently over  
the pudding.

Bake in a moderate oven for 
around 50 minutes. 

Serve dusted with icing sugar,  
or with strawberries, cream or  
ice-cream.

Devotions
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Discovering our passions and following our dreams are topics much discussed in society 
today. Major Jo-anne Brown explores these topics and the need to get beyond words to 
stepping out with faith and courage and allowing God to fan these dreams into reality

Some years ago I was inspired by a 
middle-aged Scottish woman who 
dared to pit herself against the 
young and beautiful, hoping for a 

career in the music industry and in doing 
so, stunned a nation by the richness and 
power of her voice.

The judges and audience were cynical 
and clearly showed that they didn’t expect 
much from this unlikely candidate. That 
didn’t deter Susan Boyle – she simply 
held the microphone to her mouth and 
sang. What she did has been inspiring and 
delighting audiences ever since.

After watching this performance with 
a friend, we began talking about dreams 
and the simple courage of this woman 
who had stepped out of her comfort zone 
to pursue a dream. 

My friend asked me if I had a dream. 
I answered without hesitation, “I want to 
write”. “What’s holding you back?” she 
asked. I realised that I had no real answer. 
I have ideas and half-formed stories in my 
head but somehow lack the discipline to 
write it all down and follow through with 
any of it.

I ask myself, “Am I just too lazy to 
make the effort?” Not having enough 
time, or lacking discipline sounds much 
better, but when it comes down to it, is it 
simply laziness? 

Lack of passion?
Perhaps it’s really a lack of passion. After 
all, we seldom need to summon up the 
discipline to pursue the things we are 
really passionate about. 

If I was truly passionate about 
my relationship with God, I would 
desperately seek time with him each day 
and not allow a ‘lack of discipline’ to keep 
me from seeking his face. I would not 
find excuses that keep me too busy doing 
things for him instead of simply being 
with him.

If I was truly passionate about being 
fit and healthy I would joyfully do those 
things that lead me to that goal – and 
not do the things that prevent me from 
reaching it. I wouldn’t need to find the 
discipline to eat right and to exercise; I 
would simply delight in doing it because 
I am passionate about having a healthy 
body.

If I was truly passionate about writing 
then I would simply write – and not just 
in my prayer journal. Nothing could hold 
me back. Words and ideas would come 
spilling out of me, longing for release and 
recognition. I wouldn’t just dream of one 
day, maybe in retirement, finally having 
time to write.

We need to fight against our human 
nature that inclines us toward maintaining 
the status quo and makes it hard for us to 
step out of our comfort zone.

We also have an enemy who certainly 
doesn’t want us to fulfil our God-given 
potential, particularly in pursuing an ever-
deepening and intimate relationship with 
the Lord.

But, if these are things that I often 
think and dream about doing, if they are 
truly a reflection of some kind of longing 
within me, then maybe I am passionate 
about them and that passion is just 
waiting to be set free. Paul reminded 
Timothy to “Fan into flame the gift of God 
that is in you…” (2 Timothy 1:6). Perhaps 
our dreams are not just vague longings 
and hopes but are often placed into our 
hearts by our Creator God and he wants to 
see them released and fanned into flame.

Dreams and mission
So what quenches these passions within 
us? Susan Boyle sings the Andrew 
Lloyd Weber song from Les Miserables, 
“I Dreamed a Dream”. One line of this 
song says, “But life has killed the dream 
I dreamed”. Is that what happens to us 

as well? Do we allow our dreams to be 
squashed by the other priorities in our 
lives? Are our hearts and minds so filled 
with the challenges of everyday living, 
the fears that we all have of not being 
quite good enough, or the memories of 
past failures, that we don’t dare allow our 
dreams to come to life? 

Perhaps also, as Christians, we don’t 
quite dare to believe in dreams. We have 
a mission, a divinely appointed task, 
and we dare not allow ourselves to be 
distracted from that important ministry. 
But maybe the dream that God has given 
us is actually his chosen avenue for us to 
best fulfil that mission. Maybe he knows 
that when we give life to our dream, we 
will be able to serve him more joyfully 
and with more fruitfulness than we have 
ever before imagined.

Rejoice in dreams
I’d love the Lord to suddenly fill me with 
power and passion so that I can pursue 
these dreams but I don’t think he will do it 
in that way. I think he is letting me know 
that it is time to acknowledge the dreams 
and passions he has created within me 
and to be prepared to work with him to 
fan them into flame. Maybe there are other 
things in my life that I need to let go of 
and I pray, that if this is so, that he will 
show me what they are and enable me to 
do that.  

So I rejoice in my dreams and I am 
prepared to let him strip away other 
things so that they can be revealed and 
released. And I am writing.

Major Jo-anne Brown
Corps Officer, Calamvale 

Ph
o

to
: S

ha
iro

n 
Pa

te
rs

o
n



16      WO M E N  I N  T O U C H  J U N E  2 0 11

Jenny Stanger, Salvation Army Safe-House Supervisor, shares her experiences helping 
victims of human trafficking and advocating for their rights. Jenny also shows how local 
communities can help raise awareness of this insidious crime and reach out to victims

Growing up in Los Angeles, Jenny 
Stanger, now supervisor at The 
Salvation Army Safe-House for 
Trafficked Women in Sydney, 

was no stranger to social injustice.
While working in public relations for 

non-profit organisations in San Francisco, 
she learned about environmental activism, 
human rights abuses, child labour and human 
trafficking. “Trafficking of  people was an 
issue that really spoke to me, but it seemed 
to be happening in other countries, not in 
America,” Jenny said. 

“Then, when I moved back to Los 
Angeles, I learned of  the horrific abuse 
of  72 Thai garment workers in my own 
community. They had been physically locked 
up, indentured and forced to work producing 
clothing for years without pay.  

“More shocking was the treatment they 
received from government agencies whose 
policies treated them as criminals rather than 
victims.  It disturbed me to my core and was 
the catalyst for my commitment to social 
justice in this area.”

human rights advocacy
In 1998, Jenny and her colleagues from a 
diversity of  ethnic communities co-founded 
the Coalition to Abolish Slavery and 
Trafficking (CAST) in Los Angeles to  
help trafficked persons and advocate for 
their rights. 

In 1999 she established and administered 
CAST’s model inter-agency anti-trafficking 
taskforce that is still running today. 

Jenny also advocated for the passage 
of  the US Victims of  Trafficking and Violence 
Protection Act of  2000 and is a founding 
member of  Freedom Network USA, a 
national advocacy network. 

CAST opened America’s first refuge for 
trafficking victims in 2003. 

All this was long before trafficking 
became a focus for activist groups or the 
international community: UN.GIFT, the 
United Nations Global Initiative to Fight 
Human Trafficking, was set up in 2007 when 
Jenny came to Australia, making history here 
with The Salvation Army.

“I’m not about to go anywhere else,” said 
Jenny. “This work transforms lives and we are 

making an impact in the community.”
Jenny co-founded the Anti-Slavery Project 

in the Faculty of  Law at the University of  
Technology, Sydney, in 2005.  

Some Salvation Army service providers 
had begun attending meetings she convened 
to raise community awareness.

“I consulted with them about setting up 
a refuge and was incredibly impressed by the 
response,” Jenny said.

She spoke at an “I’ll Fight” conference in 
2006 and the following year was employed to 
open a refuge for trafficked women.

A human rights response
Jenny believes that Australia, with no borders, 
its wealth, a strong social system and relatively 
lower number of  trafficked people, should 
lead the world in responding to trafficking 
and slavery.

“The Australian Government has made 
an impressive and substantive effort to 
combat trafficking and slavery through the 
same criminal justice approach taken by other 
countries,” she explained.

“However, no matter what country you 
live in, the ultimate challenge for government 
is to prioritise a person’s need for support and 
protection above the interests of  police and 
prosecutors.

“Of  course, we must seek to punish 
perpetrators but our approach should 
recognise the primacy of  the dignity and 
human rights of  the person who has  
been abused.”  

The Australian Government has 
implemented a comprehensive “whole of  
government” response to people trafficking 
and slavery for several years and has been a 
leader in the region.  

Resources have funded initiatives in 
countries of  origin of  victims, specialist 
police to investigate trafficking and slavery 
crimes, visas and a support program for 
people who give information to police.  “But, 
many of  our clients choose not to engage 
with law enforcement for legitimate reasons,” 
Jenny said.

“This means they are not counted 
or recognised as trafficked persons in 
government statistics and are ineligible 
for support through the anti-trafficking 
framework.”

Jenny is also a member of  the National 
Roundtable on People Trafficking, convened 
by the Minister for Home Affairs, which 
is a forum for collaboration on the policy 
response. 

“In the past few years we have seen a 

– a human rights and community response

Recognise and respond

Agriculture, construction, 
hospitality, mining, maritime 

services, manufacturing, health 
care, restaurants, domestic services, 
sex services, forced and slave-like 
marriages are just some of the 
contexts where men, women, 
young people and children may be 
experiencing trafficking and or slavery.  

Trafficked people may be hidden 
in plain sight - working alongside 
workers who are free. 

If you suspect someone is being 
abused or exploited, consider if you 
can safely ask the following questions: 

1. Do you have your passport?
2. What hours do you work; what 

are your conditions and pay?
3. Do you owe money to anyone?
4. Are you afraid of anyone?  Who?  

Why?
5. If you want to leave your 

situation, can you? If not, why 
not?

6. Do you need help?

Contact The Salvation Army for help 
or advice.  If you have information 
about a life-threatening situation call 
000 and make a report to police.  

dramatic shift on the part of  the government 
in how it engages the community,” Jenny 
explained.

“There is now a broad group of  
stakeholders being consulted on key areas of  
reform and research.  Importantly, there is a 
new interest in trafficking and slavery outside 
of  the sex industry. 

“The political will is there to work in 
partnership. It’s a work in progress.” 

Community awareness –  
a critical gap
Jenny believes that education for frontline 
personnel most likely to come into contact 
with trafficked people should be a priority.  
She cites examples of  police and community 
groups responding to incidents of  wage 
disputes, domestic violence, self-harm and 
assault that were actually cases of  trafficking 
and or slavery.  Jenny and her staff  have also 
identified cases by following up media stories 
and by proactively reaching out to community 
and government agencies. 

Jenny and the safe-house team want to 
lessen the links in the chain of  assistance for 

trafficked people so it’s easier and quicker for 
people to access protection and support. 

“We need to saturate the community with 
practical information about how to recognise 
a possible trafficked person and some of  
the questions to ask to ask them,” Jenny 
explained. (See above box.)

“It’s just not on the radar of  most people 
who may be in a position to help.

“I challenge all of  the readers to think 
about what role they can play and encourage 
them to contact us.”

simone Worthing
Editor,	Women in Touch

Contacts and information
To contact The Salvation Army Safe House, 
write to trafficking@aue.salvationarmy.org or 
call 02 9266 9882

For more information, including websites, 
books, and films, go to 
http://salvos.org.au/justiceunit/

Photos: Shairon Paterson
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Which fringe are you? We all have different shaped 
heads and unique facial features. While you can’t 
change your face, what you can do is choose the 
right fringe to suit you. 

Square
Your shape: You have a sharp jaw-line 
which forms a 90 degree angle on either 
side of your chin.
You suit: A pixie fringe.
Why: These short bangs help soften your 
features while drawing attention away from 
your jaw-line.
Model: Heidi Steep, Parramatta Corps

Round
Your shape: You have the same amount of 
distance above, below and on either side of 
your nose.
You suit: A front, full, face-framer fringe.
Why: A sharp front-fringe will balance  
out your round face and place focus on  
your eyes.
Model: Beej Godkin, Menai Corps

? Unknown

I try to pray, but I kind of run out of things to say after 
about two or three minutes. (Then it feels like I have this 
big awkward silence with God.) What is some stuff I can 
do to help me get better at prayer?

Young Women In Touch likes this.

View all 3 comments

27 minutes ago · Like · Comment

Captain Emma Johnson One simple method 
to start you off is ACTS.

Start by telling God how much you ADORE 
him. Why do you love him?

Then move through and CONFESS. Ask God to 
forgive you for the wrong thoughts, attitudes 
and actions you’ve allowed into your life.

Give THANKS - for the smallest thing to the 
biggest victory!

Finally, SUPPLICATE! Big word, but in short, 
now’s the time to ask God for the things you 
need. Then spend some time just enjoying 
being with him.

It might be refreshing to know that there is no 
right way to pray. Sometimes we have short 
convos, other times we chat for ages. Don’t 
forget, a conversation involves listening too! 
The most important thing is to keep your talks 
with God fresh. And remember, God loves just 
hanging out with you - no pressure!

One of  the most precious things in 
our world is our children. It’s also 
plain to see that children are of  

utmost important to God’s Kingdom. 
 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of  heaven belongs to such as these” (Matthew 
19:14).
 There are countless things that are 
hindering children all over the world; 
hindering them from knowing God’s love, 
and from realising their full potential. 
 One of  the biggest hindrances is poverty. 
Almost every social justice issue flows from 
poverty. 
 The effects of  poverty include:
•	Hunger 
•	Disease
•	Lack of  education
•	Children forced to work to provide for 

family
•	Human trafficking.

 The statistics say it all:
•	 Six million children under five die every 

year as a result of  hunger 
•	Measles, malaria and diarrhea are three of  

the biggest killers of  children — yet all are 
preventable diseases

•	 134 million children between the ages of  7 
to 18 have never been to school

•	Two million children are believed to be 
exploited through the commercial sex trade 

•	Approximately 246 million children work.

 Faced with such stark facts, it can be easy 
to think that the problem is too big! But you 
can make a difference!

Help	break	the	cycle:
•	 Sponsor a child – it’s life changing! Not 

only does it feed them, but it gives them 
the greatest gift – an education! Through 
education they can change their future! 
Check out salvos.org.au/said 

•	Donate to children’s charities that target 
child health and wellbeing. Check out 
unicef.org.au

•	 Sponsor a children’s home or centre. Again, 
visit salvos.org.au/said

•	Hold a fundraiser to raise money for a 
children’s charity

•	Raise awareness! Speak at your school or 
workplace.

You can make a difference in the life of  
children all over the world! Decide today to 
be an advocate for children!

Leah Robinson

Leah served as Social Justice 
Coordinator for Central & North 
Queensland Division, before 
leaving to prepare for overseas 
mission. She currently attends Port 
Stephens Corps
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icole Park, 26, from Carindale Corps, is a 
multimedia developer at the University of  
Queensland. Showing off  her motorcycle, 

Nicole gives Young Women In Touch a taste of  her own 
personal style.

Tell us what you are wearing and why you chose 
it?

I’m wearing a black collard button-up shirt with 
cuffed sleeves, bootleg jeans and blue and white 
converse sneakers. I love just hanging out in a 
simple shirt, jeans and cons (plus when you ride a 
motorcycle you need to wear a decent pair of  jeans).

how would you describe your style?

Comfortable, practical, simplistic and modest. 
Modesty is very important. I just want to be myself. 
It’s what I’m best at and it’s way too much effort to 
be someone I’m not.

What’s your “inner beauty” tip?

Discover who God made you to be and strive to 
learn a little more about who you are in him every 
day. Find your self-worth in Christ and remember 
that exercising purity and holiness is attractive. Don’t 
try to be like anyone else, unless it’s Jesus.

Oval
Your shape: A long, narrow face 
shape
You suit: Long, parted bangs
Why: By parting in the middle, 
this helps emphasise and sharpen 
your cheekbones.
Model: Claire Hill, Auburn Corps

Heart
Your shape: You have a pointy 
chin and your head meets in a 
heart-shape.
You suit: A side fringe.
Why: The side fringe will soften 
your sharper angles such as your 
cheekbones and chin.
Model: Bec Wright, Parramatta 
Corps

Esther Pinn
Journalist, Pipeline and 
supplements

Worry does not 
empty tomorrow 
of its sorrow. It 

empties today of 
its strength.

Corrie Ten Boom

children and poverty
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Love 
Without Measure – 

Parachute Band

Take a couple of Kiwi boys, some synthesizer, electro-

pop and a love for God, and what do you have? 

The latest album by the Parachute Band titled Love 

Without Measure.

Labelled as the “next generation” Parachute Band 

(the original band retired in 2006), this album mixes 

together the sounds of Christians bands such as the 

Newsboys and Delirious? – it meshes both rock and 

electro-pop to produce passionate worship.

The album opens with electro-pop sounds, followed 

by the smoky voice of the band’s lead singer, Omega 

Levine, giving way to a full, rock chorus, Gave It All – a 

great praise song for Friday night youth!

Moving into My Constant, this song captivates the 

rich and scripturally based lyrics that remain constant 

throughout the entire album. Through a strong 

marching beat on the drums, this song finishes by 

building to an anthem of praise declaring the Bible 

passage, 1 Corinthians 13:4a “Love is patient, love is 

kind …”
The album moves into a section of slow tracks 

including Peace on Earth, You Remain and the ballad, 

It’s You featuring the lead singer of former band 

Delirious?, Martin Smith.

Love Without Measure encapsulates a hunger for 

the Holy Spirit through the lyrics and it peaks when 

the album hits the track, Saviour of The Broken Heart. 

The message of this album is one of hope for the 

broken-hearted and inspiration to reach the lost. 

The album draws towards a conclusion with an 

acoustic track titled, Sweet Surrender. This gentle, 

soft song brings the passionate worship from this 

album to a point of meditation. That meditation is 

concluded with the final song, Soar, an instrumental 

track which serves as the perfect ending for 

reflection upon the lyrics filtered through the 

previous 11 tracks.

Love Without Measure is selling at the retail 

price of $21.95 and can be purchased online at 

Koorong (www.koorong.com) or Word Bookstore 

(www.word.com.au).

Esther Pinn

Journalist, Pipeline and supplements

musicmusic
reviewreview

Young Women online:  
girl with a satchel
Hey, guess what? I found this great 
new blog called ‘Girl With A Satchel’! 
But that’s not the best bit. What’s the 
best bit you ask? It’s a blog written by a 
Christian girl called Erica Bartle, and we 
share a lot in common. We both love 
fashion, fairy dust scented candles, and 
we both love God.

The blog is a daily commentary on 
matters of media, feminism and faith. 
It reviews many of the things that girls 
spend their time (and money) on – 
magazines, music, books, websites, 
shops and following on the lifestyles 
of the rich and famous. All of these 
things are looked at from a Christian 
viewpoint. 

There are different sections to the 
website, such as Policies, Purpose, 
Media, Love, Jesus and God. The Jesus 
and God sections are good for young 
women who are looking to deepen 
their faith. These sections clearly 
outline who God and Jesus are, and 
what they have done for us. 

This website is suitable for women 

of all ages, not just teenage girls. My 
mum reads it, I read it, and I know that 
many other girls read it as well. I love 
the fact that it is written by a Christian, 
so I can always be sure that everything 
she has written has been written with 
God in mind. 

So, take five minutes out of your 
day to look at http://girlwithasatchel.
com/. I am sure that you, too, will 
become a regular visitor. 

Kaiti Peters, 14
Gold Coast Temple 
Corps

H
ey there! I’m Ness and I’m 
going to be writing a few bits 
and pieces for the Young Women 
in Touch pages, which I’m really 

excited about! So, you’ll get to know a bit 
about me through my writings, but here I 
have the opportunity to tell you a bit about 
myself! I’m young (this year I’ll be turning 
21 for the fifth time!), and I’m currently 
a second-year cadet, training to become a 
Salvation Army Officer. Beneath that, at the 
core of  my being, I’m just an ordinary girl 
who believes in a BIG, extraordinary God, 
who wants to be more and more like him 
every day.
 So, on that note, I’ve decided that God 
must like having fun, because I sure do! I’m 
a typical extrovert who loves socialising, soy 
chai lattés, playing softball, soy chai lattés, 
long walks enjoying God’s beautiful creation 
(as long as it’s a flat surface, with no hills, 
stairs, bugs, spiders or snakes!). This pretty 
much narrows it down to a paved surface 
along a lake! J And, you guessed it, soy chai 
lattés! 
 Before I came to college I had just 
finished my Bachelor of  Social Work at 
Newcastle Uni. I loved seeing how my faith 
and work went hand-in-hand, and through my 

degree I learnt some invaluable skills for my 
future ministry. My heart is with the poor – 
the poor financially, emotionally, relationally 
and in spirit. 
 It is Jesus who keeps this fire burning 
within me. He has radically changed my life. 
He has been patient with me and persisted 
with me, only coming in as far as I would let 
him. He didn’t invade my heart if  I didn’t let 
him, but once I let him in, all the way in, so 
that every part of  me was surrendered to him, 
he started a beautiful work in me. A work that 
will continue until the day I party it up with 
him in heaven!
 So I hope that here, in Young Women in 
Touch, you’ll find me to be a young woman 
who just wants to be authentic and honest 
in this journey called life. I look forward to 
sharing this journey with you all, and pray that 
we will be able to spur each other on towards 
love and good deeds, giving all of  the glory to 
God, right where it belongs. 

Vanessa Kohler
Cadet,	Friends of  Christ session

Editor’s note
To find out more about Vanessa and read 
some of  her inspiring blogs, check out 
http://khaora.wordpress.com

Kaiti Peters from the Gold 
Coast has won a copy of 
Brooke Fraser’s latest cd, 
Flags for her website review 
below. Well done Kaiti, and 
we hope to read more from 
you in the future!

women in touchyoung

Socialising,	softball	and	 
soy chai lattés

Win a copy of Love 

Without Measure!

 
 
 

 
http://girlwithasatchel.com
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Women in Ministry
Greater West Refresh Day Celebrating Sisterhood

Flower enrolment service for 
new Home League members

International Perspective
Central & north Queensland Division

Sixteen ladies braved the rain and headed by corps bus and 
car to support the inter-denominational Christian Women 

Communicating International coffee and dessert night. 
 “It was a good night, with reminders to look after our health 
physically and spiritually,” said Divisional Envoy Meredith Moore, 
Cairns Corps and Far North Queensland Cluster Leader. 
 “What made the night so enjoyable though, was just being 
together,” she added. “Our women have a wonderful way of  relaxing, 
having fun and building each other up and it commences the moment 
they arrive and greet one another. 
 “The love of  God is so evident, powerful and contagious in the 
‘Sisterhood’. How easy it is to make a difference in someone’s life. It’s 
no wonder the Bible says ‘Don’t give up meeting together’”.

Greater West Division

On a beautiful day in April, 150 women from the Greater West 
Division gathered together for the annual Sydney Refresh Day. 

The venue was the Parramatta Park Event Centre, overlooking the 
river, where the ladies caught up with old friends and made some new 
ones.  
 Following morning tea, special guest Lieutenant-Colonel Miriam 
Gluyas shared some inspiring mission stories from around the 
territory. These stories encouraged the ladies to share what was 
happening at their corps’ as they fellowshipped and took time to 
enjoy the beautiful surroundings.   
 Lieut-Colonel Miriam also entertained the women with some 
funny stories about children and how free they are to enjoy life. She 
encouraged the ladies each to experience God’s joy in their lives,  
every day.    

Central and north Queensland Division

Capricorn Region Corps Officer, Lieutenant Tara McGuigan, 
recently enrolled nine new Home League members using the 

“Flower Enrolment Service”. This service engaged the women in the 
four areas of  Home League ministry – a heart of  service (red flower), 
the warmth of  fellowship (yellow flower), the truth that comes 
through education (blue flower), and the joy of  a life of  worship 
(white flower). 
 Home League Secretary, Lyn Ivers, presented each new member 
with a Home League badge and enrolment card. Lyn, who has been 
Home League Secretary since 1978, welcomed the new members with 
words of  appreciation and encouragement. 
 The Capricorn Region Home League is a vibrant, active group of  
about 45 women who meet weekly. The members range in age from 
94 to under 40. Corps Secretary Bev Hoskin also leads around 12 
members of  the Mount Morgan Outpost Home League in a weekly 
meeting. 
 A special group of  men prepare morning tea for the Home 
League ladies, as well as serve, clear and clean up.

Kym Briggs, Yvonne White, and Val Moyse enjoy lunch 

and a laugh at Refresh Day.

Left to right, (back row): Lyn Ivers, Ann Ellis, Robyn James, Lyn 
Ballis, Mary Middleton, Margaret Woollard, Marcie Price, Kayelene 
Vanderwolf, Muriel Inskip, (front row): Lieutenant Tara McGuigan, 
Betty Aylin

Elephants and cucumbers
Essential attitudes and important qualities for serving overseas

Not everyone is suited to serve in another country. This does not 
mean they are lacking spiritually. Of  course, God can enable us 

to do things we never could have imagined doing, but it is important 
when considering service overseas to be aware of  some very practical, 
down-to-earth issues that need to be faced.  

1. An	ability	to	be	flexible	and	able	to	change	and	adapt. 
This includes in attitudes, thought patterns, living conditions 
and work habits. People who are very structured, set in their 
ways or find it difficult to cope with the unexpected or changing 
conditions may not be suited to overseas service. 
2.	A	stable	marriage	(if 	you	are	married),	good	health,	
strong relationships with others and an ability to form new 
friendships. People who are struggling and finding it difficult 
to serve in their own country should understand that going 
overseas will not make it easier. There are lots of  pressures in 
adjusting to living in another country, particularly one that is 
more challenging economically and in its living conditions. 
3.	An	ability	to	relinquish	preconceived	ideas	of 	what	the	
new	country	is	like.	It is unwise and unhelpful to compare the 
new country with your own. It is vital to accept the fact that it is 
not home and be open to the fact that there will be new things 
to experience and learn. You cannot compare an elephant with a 
cucumber. They are different ‘animals’. To try to compare is to 
do both an injustice. 
4.	A	desire	and	intention	to	learn	as	much	as	to	teach	and	
to	receive	as	much	as	to	give.

Commissioner	Raemor	Pobjie	(ret.)

Commissioner Pobjie served in Australia, New Zealand, Eastern 
Europe and at International Headquarters in London. 

Overseas	office:	the	vital	link
The role of  the overseas office is to support those who serve as 

reinforcement personnel around the world (see our stories from 
women serving overseas, pages 4-9).
 The Australia Eastern Territory currently has personnel serving in 
Zimbabwe, Ghana, Malawi, Rwanda/Burundi, PNG, Taiwan, Latvia, 
Korea, Canada, the United States and the United Kingdom.
 The overseas office is the vital link back to Australia, and if  any 
need arises where we can help them, we try our best to assist.
 This office is also the liaison point for all aspects of  preparing 
personnel to serve outside the territory, including organising language 
study, transition training, de-briefing, retreats and regular mailings 
including devotional and other reading materials.
 The Salvation Army Missionary Fellowship, with branches in 
Sydney and Brisbane, comes under the umbrella of  the overseas 
office and meetings are held quarterly. We try to have any personnel 
who are “home” speak at these meetings as guests. This fellowship 
undertakes to assist personnel with prayer and practical support.

Providing support
There are many ways in which we can support our personnel 
overseas.

1. Become a member of  the Missionary Fellowship and receive 
The Link newsletter with regular updates and prayer requests.
2. Pray for our reinforcement officers.
3. Give generously to the Self-Denial Appeal which financially 
supports the work of  these people in developing countries.
4. Send an email, e-card or write a letter to those serving far 
from home. For their contact details email: reta.brown@aue.
salvationarmy.org

Major Reta Brown
Overseas Service 

Personnel Officer

Cairns ladies celebrate Christian fellowship at the CWCI evening.
Photo: Shairon Paterson



We talk of the Second Coming;
Half of the world has never heard of the first.
- Oswald J. Smith


