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Maddy is brave. She left when her partner became violent,  
even though she desperately needed help to protect her child. 

We’re right here to back her up, and so is someone like you. Behind 
every food hamper, baby product and gesture of support we give 
Maddy is a kind person who donated to help someone just like her.

Please give generously to The Salvation Army Christmas Appeal. Call 13 SALVOS (13 72 58) | salvos.org.au/Christmas  
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Late last month, I had the privilege of 
ordaining and commissioning 15 cadets of 
the Heralds of Grace session as officers in 
The Salvation Army. 

Very soon they will be at the front line of mission 
and ministry. They will be ministering grace in the 
various appointments they have received throughout 
the Australia Eastern Territory. What a wonderful 
privilege it will be for each of them.

An amazing adventure awaits them but also a 
great responsibility as they lead people to Jesus, and 
assist the saints in deepening their faith and in serving 
suffering humanity. They are truly sent out on a 
mission – a mission of grace.

Communities of grace

Tell us what you think about Pipeline

THE SALVATION ARMY’S CORPS AND CENTRES, 
SAYS COMMISSIONER JAMES CONDON, 

SHOULD BE PLACES WHERE PEOPLE CAN 
EXPERIENCE GRACE IN TANGIBLE WAYS

• • •

Commissioner James Condon is Territorial Commander  
of the Australia Eastern Territory

“Every expression of The 
Salvation Army and every 
person associated with it 
should be grace-filled”

May we never forget that God showed incredible 
mercy and grace to us as sinners. His Son died for 
our sins so that we would not have to pay the penalty 
for our own sins. When we were dead in our sin, God 
made us alive through forgiveness and grace. How 
grateful we ought to be for the grace and love that has 
been shown to us.

FREEDOM THROUGH GRACE
Every expression of The Salvation Army and every 
person associated with it should be grace-filled, 
ministering and sharing the grace of God wherever 
we find ourselves. May our corps and centres be 
“Communities of Grace”, where people can see grace 
in tangible ways instead of criticism, negativity, gossip 
and abuse. 

We have been shown and given amazing grace by 
God but sometimes we are not prepared to show the 
same grace to others.

We declare that we are about “People finding 
Freedom” – and so we are. We will, however, enable 
this to become a greater reality when we give more 
grace and receive grace.

As we approach the Christmas season we are 
reminded in John’s gospel, in chapter one verse 14,  
that Jesus moved into the neighbourhood full of  
grace and truth. Or as the New International Version  
of the Bible says, “He dwelt amongst us, full of grace 
and truth”.

May we be grace-givers and grace-livers as we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, who showed us  
amazing grace.

Over the past few years, 
the look, feel and size 
of Pipeline has changed 
considerably. 

We’ve added more content, 
introduced regular columnists and 
continued to provide high-quality 
photos that further enhance the 
content. 

The average size of the magazine, 
including supplements Women In 
Touch and Creative, has grown from 
about 48 pages to 76-80 pages each 
month. 

Earlier this year, we switched to 
an eye-catching full gloss cover and 
we are constantly looking at ways to 
tweak the layout of the magazine to 
keep it fresh and interesting.

And now we want to hear from 
you. 

The Communications team at 
territorial headquarters has prepared 
a short survey which asks some 
straightforward questions about 

Pipeline. It only takes a few minutes  
to complete and can be easily 
accessed at mysalvos.org.au/
pipelinesurvey. 

It includes questions about 
whether you read the magazine 
thoroughly or prefer to flick through 
the pages until something catches 
your eye; which elements (i.e, features, 
columns, news, etc.) are you most 
interested in; in what format (print, 
online, etc.) do you prefer to receive 
the magazine; and to bring us into 
line with other major Salvation Army 
publications including Warcry,  
whether we introduce a cover price 
for Pipeline.

The information gathered from the 
survey will have a significant influence 
on our planning. 

This is your chance to have 
your say. Be assured that territorial 
leadership and the editorial team 
appreciate your feedback and value 
your opinion.

AND ANOTHER THING ...
The Bible tells us that when Jesus was 
born, the light came into the world 
(John 3:19). In fact, on more than 200 
occasions in the Bible, God is described 
as light. 

When we celebrate Christmas, 
what we are doing is remembering that 
phenomenal day in history when Jesus 
stepped from heaven to earth. In doing 
so he brought with him the light that 
drives out the darkness in our hearts. 

Our cover story this month reflects 
on this reality. Written by General André 
Cox, the world leader of The Salvation 
Army, it asks the question, “Have we 
seen the light?” 

At this time of year, amid the many 
demands and pressures that will be 
placed upon us, may we not forget the 
truth of why we celebrate; that Christ 
came to earth to offer us the greatest 
gift ever – the gift of life and light. May 
our lives be illuminated by the radiant 
presence of God this Christmas.

SCOTT SIMPSON, Managing Editor

tc@pipelineeditorial

My mind has been dwelling on the word and 
concept of grace so much in recent weeks. The 
words of a song, Your Grace Still Amazes Me, never 
lose their meaning or impact on me. We will be 
very poor individuals if we ever lose the amazement 
and wonder of the grace that God has shown us.

WANT TO HAVE YOUR SAY ABOUT PIPELINE? THEN TAKE THE PIPELINE SURVEY AT:  

MYSALVOS.ORG.AU/PIPELINESURVEY

💻
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In realising this deeper 
meaning, we are freed from 
focusing on our own wants and 
liberated to open our hearts to 
others who need to experience 
the beautiful message of 
Christmas through a kind and 
selfless gesture.

LEGACY OF GREED
I do sometimes wonder how 
history will judge our generation. 
Most of us receive a better 
education than our forebears 
and have far more wealth and 
resources than at any time in 
human history.

Yet the pain, suffering and 
deprivation of so many people 
continues to grow unchecked. If 
parochial and selfish ambitions 
continue to be relentlessly 
pursued, our generation will 
be remembered not for any 
significant achievements but 
instead for greed.

Let us never forget, therefore, 
that Christmas is far more than 

We hear there are about 2.4 
billion people living on less than 
$2US per day, with another 1.1 
million or so forced to live on 
less than $1 a day. If you have 
ever tried to live on that amount 
of money, you will know what 
a monumental struggle it is. 
The reality is, of course, that a 
very significant proportion of 
the world’s population have to 
because, through no fault of their 
own, they have limited choices 
and opportunities.

We cannot remain unmoved 
or indifferent and, rightly, are 
reminded, “We may be the only 
means that God has of touching 
people around us with his love, 
of relating to them his Word, of 
enabling them to discover his 
saving grace” (taken from Jesus 
Now by Leslie Brandt).

That is what Christ wants to 
do in and through you and me. 
In grasping that, we will approach 
the heart of what this Christmas 
celebration is really all about.

22:37-40). At a time of year 
characterised too often by 
excess and over-indulgence 
by those in the world fortunate 
to have so much, we have an 
opportunity to reflect on greater 
values and to think of those who 
cannot even dream of the many 
material things many of us take 
for granted.

The 17th-century English 
poet and cleric, John Donne, 
famously and correctly noted, 
“No man is an island, entire of 
itself; every man is a piece of the 
continent, a part of the main. 
Any man’s death diminishes 
me, because I am involved in 
mankind and, therefore, never 
send to know for whom the bell 
tolls; it tolls for thee” (Meditation 
#17 from Devotions Upon 
Emergent Occasions).

How easy it can be to pursue 
our own selfish pleasures while 
ignoring the plight of more 
than a quarter of the world’s 
population.

Continuing a Pipeline series written by members of The Salvation 
Army’s International Doctrine Council and entitled “Holiness 

and …”, Major ELSA OALANG provides a contextual approach 
to the theology of holiness from an Asian perspective

bright lights, parties, shopping 
and concerts! 

More than 2000 years ago, 
angels proclaimed the birth of a 
Saviour who would bring great 
joy for all the world. The reality 
was, of course, that when Jesus 
came, there was no room at 
the inn. As a result, the Saviour 
of the world was born in most 
humble surroundings. Could it 
be that amidst the bright lights 
of Christmas we, too, can fail to 
see the true light of the world – 
Jesus, the Son of God?

As we approach this 
Christmas so many years after 
Christ came and changed the 
course of human history, we 
still see too many people who, 
though lacking little materially, 
do not realise that there can be 
no Christmas without Christ.

God’s promise from long ago 
was realised with the birth of 
Jesus – God incarnate: “‘… The 
people living in darkness have 
seen a great light; on those living 

in the land of the shadow of 
death a light has dawned. From 
that time on Jesus began to 
preach, ‘Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near’” 
(Matthew 4:16, 17). 

The coming of this kingdom 
signalled a radical change 
in values and heralded the 
possibility of human nature 
being utterly transformed. In 
experiencing the dynamic 
Kingdom of God we begin 
to perceive the true light of 
Christmas.

“How silently, how silently 
the wondrous gift is given!” 
wrote Phillips Brooks in the 
familiar carol. “So God imparts 
to human hearts the blessings of 
his Heaven. No ear may hear his 
coming; but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive 
him, still the dear Christ enters 
in.”

May this be so for you this 
Christmas, for the Light has 
come! 

“Could it be that amidst 
the bright lights of 

Christmas we too can 
fail to see the true light 

of the world”

In the world today we often 
see people choosing to 
ignore the true meaning 
of the Christmas message. 

For many it is a very busy time of 
the year, with so many activities 
to rush between. Countless 
demands and pressures seem to 
be placed upon us, with a myriad 
of preparations to make. Within 
self-gratifying materialistic and 
consumer-driven societies many, 
sadly, will be caught on the 
arduous treadmill of Christmas 
parties, shopping and concerts.

Why, though, should that 
concern us? When asked which 
the greatest commandment was, 
Jesus replied, “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all 
your mind. 

This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second 
is like it: Love your neighbour 
as yourself. All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two 
commandments” (Matthew 

THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATES A 
WORLD LIVING IN DARKNESS

• • •

integrity | general’s christmas message  general’s christmas message | integrity 
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Have 
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words GENERAL ANDRÉ COX  photo SHAIRON PATERSON
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The gift of

feature | christmas 2 0 14 christmas 2 0 14  | feature

THE SALVATION ARMY HAS PROVIDED SARAH WITH A 
PRESENT LIKE NO OTHER THIS CHRISTMAS

• • •

words ESTHER PINN  photos CAROLYN HIDE

family

Christmas this year will look a 
little different for Sarah when 
she and her husband host the 
family.

If you told Sarah 12 months ago that 
she’d be sharing this Christmas with her 
father, sister and a whole entourage of 
new family members, she wouldn’t have 
believed it.

In March, with the help of The Salvation 
Army’s Family Tracing Service, she was 
reunited with her estranged father of 26 
years, Kel. What came with Kel was an 
even bigger surprise – three new siblings!

Then there’s Jessie, the long-lost half-
sister of Sarah, and this is where the real 
story begins.

Earlier this year, unbeknown to either 
one, Sarah, 31, and Jessie, 21, were looking 
for lost family members. Sarah had hired a 
private investigator to find her father, who 
left the family home when she was a baby, 
while Jessie had contacted The Salvation 
Army in search of a sister she heard she 
had. 

The Family Tracing Service did its job 
and a reunion was made possible. Kel, at 
first hesitant, also agreed to be part of the 
reunion. 

“It was really uncanny timing,” says 
Sarah.

“It was like it was meant to happen,” 

adds Jessie. “If it was a couple of months 
before or even years before leading up to 
the moment, it wouldn’t have worked.”

“[It] was the only time in all three of 
our lives it would have worked and it 
happened. I still can’t get my head  
around it.”

HOPEFUL SEARCH
Jessie had known about Sarah since she 
was 16 and, after five years of pondering, 
decided it was time to look for her half-
sister. Not knowing where to start, she 
took the advice of a relative and contacted 
The Salvation Army Family Tracing Service.

In November last year, Jessie filled out 
the required forms and sent them off to 
The Salvation Army, with a donation. Then, 
she waited.

“I honestly didn’t have much hope at 
all,” she says. “I’d never previously heard of 
this service.”

Four months later, Jessie received 
a phone call from The Salvation Army, 
informing her they had found Sarah.

At the same time, only days after Sarah 
had begun her own search through the 
private investigator, she received a letter 
from The Salvation Army.

“I rang [The Salvation Army] and the 
lady told me that I had a sister looking for 
me,” explains Sarah.

LEFT: Sisters reunited ... Jessie (left) and Sarah have formed a close bond since being brought together 
by The Salvation Army Family Tracing Service.

>>>
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“It’s not what I expected ... I thought this was 
about my search!” 

However, Sarah says it was an unexpected 
blessing.

“When you go into something like this, you feel 
very raw and exposed and there’s a real possibility 
of rejection. But when you find out the other 
person is looking for you as well ... you’re not going 
to be met with a closed door.

“We’re really lucky. It's obviously not easy and 
not always a dream run, but it’s definitely worth the 
risk."

Jessie adds: “It’s a success story. It’s worked out 
great for us.”

COMMON BOND
Jessie says she is thankful for what The Salvation 
Army has done for her family and highly 
recommends the Family Tracing Service.

“It was such a pleasant experience. The Salvation 
Army, everyone’s heard of it, you know you can 
trust it," she says.

Sarah adds: “It [The Salvation Army] doesn’t 
seem intrusive ... but a private investigator is a 
little bit. Let’s be honest. If someone [like a private 
investigator] called you, you would be guarded, 
where if a donation-driven organisation contacted 
you, it’s a softer approach.”

Jessie says she was shocked when she met 
Sarah in person. Having no photo of her, and after 
calling nearly every number listed under Sarah’s 
mother’s name in the telephone book and even 
doing a Facebook search, Jessie had a completely 
different picture in mind.

“I imagined this tall chick with kids,” she laughs.

Sarah is the exact opposite. Short, with no kids.
But the sisters clicked instantly. In fact, they 

were surprised to find out how much they had in 
common, sharing a number of interests. 

In reuniting with her father, while both Sarah 
and her dad were initially nervous, the relationship 
has developed positively. Sarah says they are doing 
those normal things she missed out on when she 
was younger.

“We do really corny stuff together," she says. "I 
go to work with him and he offers to drive me to 
work.”

The family’s Christmas gathering this month will 
become even more special given the geographic 
distances that separate them. Jessie lives in Perth, 
Sarah and her husband are about to move to 
Wagga Wagga, and Kel lives in Newcastle.

But there’s sure to be no lack of conversation 
around the table, with years of catching up to do.

“Everyone is very comfortable with each other 
now so hopefully it will be a really nice day,” says 
Jessie. 

"It was the only time ... it 
would have worked and it 
happened. I still can’t get 
my head around it”

ABOVE: Jessie and Sarah have been making up for the lost years of their relationship by getting to know each other ... and 
they are finding they have a lot in common. 

Have yourself a merry little Christmas,
Away from the mangers and strangers and dangers
Of shepherds and wise men and God in his glory,

Jesus the reason, forgotten this season.
Candy canes for the poor ones, techno games for the dear ones.

While a baby lies sleeping, unaware  
that his life is a thorn in the side of the government!

Blessed babe behold –
Graffiti streaks across the freaks that think Christmas is holy! 

Santa Claus and tinsel shimmers 
Around the hearts of careless consumers

Another Christmas comes and goes,
Baby Jesus continues to lie asleep – 

In our heart, 
In our voice, 
In our world.

As a child dreams of snuggles 
And its mother huddles from the blows that descend.
Blood and sweat mingle and darkness lingers while
Hallelujahs ring and choirs sing “For it is Christmas!”

Mistaken identity
Christmas or Christ-less ...

Lord, hurry your advent, it’s urgent!

This Christmas, help us to therapy our apathy
So the reason for the season is spoken ...

Christ is born!
Christ is risen!

Christ comes again!

It’s Christmas!

(Tara McGuigan)

Lieutenant Tara McGuigan  
is corps officer at Dulwich Hill

It’s Christmas

feature | christmas 2 0 14 christmas 2 0 14  | feature
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True  
spirit 

  
giving

CHRISTMAS WISHES CAN 
COME TRUE – JUST ASK YOUNG 

RESHMI, WHOSE GENEROUS 
SPIRIT HAS LED TO HER SCHOOL 

SUPPORTING A SRI LANKAN 
CHILDREN'S HOME. READ 

RESHMI’S HEART-WARMING 
STORY OVER THE NEXT  

FEW PAGES

• • •

words ESTHER PINN   
photos SHAIRON PATERSON

of
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Most children write a Christmas 
wish list, hoping to see Santa 
come good on Christmas 
morning. But not Reshmi Niriella. 

Two years ago her wish list looked a little different. 
Instead of wanting presents for herself, this 12-year-
old asked her family and friends for gifts she could 
give to orphans in Sri Lanka.

Supporting her request, on Christmas Day in 
2012 Reshmi’s family and friends wrapped presents 
for her to give to orphans. The following Christmas, 
Reshmi and her family flew thousands of kilometres 
from Sydney to personally hand out gifts to children 
at The Salvation Army’s Haven and Sunshine Home 
in Sri Lanka.

“Just seeing the smiles on the children’s faces,” 
says Reshmi. “I didn’t get Christmas presents but 
that didn’t really matter after seeing their faces.

“And just a little thing such as a teddy bear just 
brought so much joy to them.”

Reshmi’s spirit of giving stems from her family’s 
long history with The Salvation Army. Starting with 
her great-grandfather, Colonel James Wickramage, 
who devoted his life to serving others as a Salvation 
Army officer in Sri Lanka, both her parents followed 
in his footsteps, holding health clinics at the Sri 
Lankan Haven and Sunshine Home over 13 years 
ago.

“My grandparents and my mum and dad and 
uncles and aunties [have] always [been] very 
encouraging about giving to people who don’t 
have much,” Reshmi explains. “They [Reshmi’s 
parents] were telling us the story one day [about the 
orphanage]. I just thought, ‘Wow. These kids have 
so little and we have so much’.”

MISSION TRIP 
From one selfless act, Reshmi’s giving spirit has 
spread like wildfire. Her principal at Pacific Hills 
Christian School in Sydney heard about her 
generosity towards Sri Lankan orphans and put a 
plan into action.

Seven students from the school, including 
Reshmi and her two siblings, Dilara, 16, and Enosh, 
7, spent two weeks on a mission trip to Sri Lanka 
last month, along with two Pacific Hills school 
teachers and Reshmi’s mum, Sharmila.

“We really feel that it’s a great privilege that The 
Salvation Army [allowed] us to come and serve with 
them,” says mission team leader and biblical studies 
teacher Juliana Harmeling.

“Our school really strongly believes in mission ... 
to help and serve others is something we want to 
instil in our students.”

Pacific Hills Christian School in Dural, north-
west of Sydney, collected more than $1200 to help 
finance the mission work. With the funds raised, 
this team was able to purchase bedding and cots 
for the Sri Lanka Haven and Sunshine Home. They 

also repainted the nursery at the orphanage and 
ran programs for the preschool children and the 
mothers.

The team also purchased sporting equipment 
for a Salvation Army boys home in Sri Lanka. Along 
with these gifts, the mission team ran a sporting 
program for the boys.

The Salvation Army elder’s home was another 
stop for the team, where they gave out presents 
including toiletries. This home was the same place 
Reshmi’s great-grandfather had lived at before he 
passed away last year.

Lastly, the team visited a non-Salvation Army-run 
school to paint a classroom.

SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY
Through all activities, the team aimed to show 
Christ’s love in every action, says Juliana. For 
Reshmi, the mission trip was an opportunity to gain 
a worldview perspective and make a difference in 
the lives of others, she says.

“We have such good schools, good education 
and we have amazing parents who provide this all 
for us. Some people just don’t and that’s really sad.

“But even by just doing this little bit we can 
make their day or that’s something they will 
remember for the rest of their lives. That’s an easy 
way we can make an impact in this world.”

Sharmila says she is proud of what her children 
have done. After establishing medical clinics while 
living Sri Lanka many years ago, alongside her 
husband who’s a doctor, Sharmila says she is eager 
to pass her spirit of generosity on to her children.

“We often talk about the less fortunate we came 
into contact [with] when living in Sri Lanka,” says 
Sharmila. “That is basically what made my kids start 
thinking.” 

Each student personally invested into the trip 
by paying for their expenses with the help of their 
parents. All funds raised through school fundraisers 
went towards helping Sri Lankans.

Reshmi and her family attend Blacktown Corps 
in western Sydney. 

RIGHT: Gifts 
from the heart ... 
Reshmi and her 

brother Enosh, 
father and 

mother Anupa 
and Sharmila, 
and her sister 

Dilara.

BOTTOM RIGHT: 

Some of the staff 
and students 
from Pacific 

Hills Christian 
School who 
travelled to 

Sri Lanka last 
month; (from 

left) Sewa 
Murthen, 

Jayden Linco, 
Jasmine Hodge, 
Blake Newling 

and Juliana 
Harmeling. 

Photo supplied

“Our school really strongly 
believes in mission ... to 
help and serve others is 

something we want to instil 
in our students”

Reshmi credits her great-
grandfather, Lieutenant-
Colonel Wickrama James 
Wickramage, as one of the 
inspirations for wanting to 
help orphans in Sri Lanka.

Lieut-Colonel 
Wickramage (pictured) 
served as a Salvation Army 

officer in Sri Lanka for more than 40 years. He 
was promoted to glory in September last year, 
at the age of 104.

He entered the Army's training college 
when he was in his early 20s. As an officer he 
held a range of positions including returning 
to the training college many years later in the 
role of principal.

In 1965, he represented Sri Lanka at the 
centenary celebrations of the international 
Salvation Army in London. Four years later, he 
was appointed general secretary, the second 
highest office in The Salvation Army in Sri 
Lanka. He retired from active service in 1974. 

Early last year, then-world leader of The 
Salvation Army, General Linda Bond (ret.), 
during a visit to Sri Lanka, made a special trip 
to the Rajagiriya aged-care centre to meet and 
pray with Lieut-Colonel Wickramage.

Godly role model

feature | christmas 2 0 14 christmas 2 0 14  | feature
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Ten reasons to believe  
God became a man

EVERY CHRISTMAS, PEOPLE CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF JESUS. 
YET MANY WHO CELEBRATE THAT BIRTH QUESTION ITS 

SIGNIFICANCE. WAS JESUS MERELY A GOOD MAN, A SKILLED 
TEACHER, OR A MYSTICAL WONDER-WORKER? HERE, WE 

CONSIDER EVIDENCE THAT, IN FACT, JESUS CHRIST WAS GOD IN 
HUMAN FLESH — AND WHY THAT MATTERS

1. A VIRGIN CONCEIVED
If Mary was telling the truth, her 
baby had no human father. She 

claimed an angel appeared to her and told 
her she would conceive a son by God’s 
Spirit. Then he said that this child, whom 
she was to name Jesus, would be the 
Son of God. If Mary was lying, the night 
of Jesus’ birth was not holy, and the only 
thing that was silent was the truth. But how 
can we know? How can we take seriously 
the kind of story that usually deserves 
laughs of disbelief? The answer is in what 
followed. If there were no witnesses and 
no evidence, we could ignore Mary’s 
claims. If her son’s life was the same as any 
other life, her claim of a virgin birth would 
be the easiest of all stories to dismiss.

2. AN OLD TESTAMENT 
PROPHET PREDICTED A 
GOD-MAN

What we do know is that in the seventh 
century BC, the prophet Isaiah made 
predictions about a Servant of the Lord 
who would rule the earth in the last days. 
He described a day in which all of the 
earth would be at peace and all the nations 
would go up to Jerusalem to worship God 
(Isaiah 2). Isaiah announced, “Unto us a 
Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and 
the government will be upon his shoulder. 
And his name will be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace” (9:6). Isaiah also gave a 

mysterious prophecy that was only partially 
fulfilled in his lifetime. It began: “The Lord 
himself will give you a sign: Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel” (7:14). 
Immanuel means “God with us”.

3. ANGELS ANNOUNCED  
THE BIRTH
In the shepherds’ fields outside 

Bethlehem, a group of witnesses formed a 
bridge between Isaiah and Mary. According 
to New Testament records (Luke 2:8-14), 
terrified Jewish shepherds were visited 
by an angel who announced the birth of 
Israel’s long-awaited Messiah. The angel 
said: “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which will 
be to all people. For there is born to you 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, who 
is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign 
to you: You will find a babe wrapped in 
swaddling cloths, lying in a manger” (vv.10-
12). As the shepherds told it, the sky was 
filled with angels praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among men in whom he is well 
pleased” (v.14).

4. A SIGN APPEARED  
IN THE SKY
According to the New Testament, 

a light in the sky gave additional credibility 
to Mary. A group of Magi from the East 
followed a “star-like sign” to   
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the Jewish town of Bethlehem. What they found 
was a child they believed to be the long-awaited 
Jewish Messiah. For hundreds of years Old 
Testament prophets had been speaking of “a Star” 
and “a Sceptre” that would come out of Israel 
(Numbers 24:17). The Old Testament also predicted 
a ruler of Israel who would come out of Bethlehem, 
a ruler “whose goings forth are from old, from 
everlasting” (Micah 5:2).

5. THE TIME WAS RIGHT
Many believe that the Magi who 
worshipped Jesus after his birth came from 

the region of Babylon. If so, they could have had 
access to the prophecy of a Jewish prophet named 
Daniel. While in exile in Babylon 400 years earlier, 
Daniel had a vision that allowed for the calculation 
of the arrival of the Jewish Messiah. According to 
Daniel’s vision, from the command to rebuild the 
temple (458BC or 444BC), 69 “sevens” would be 
followed by the arrival and death of Messiah (Daniel 
7:13-14; 9:24-27). Some believe this prophecy 
predicted the exact number of days until Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

6. JESUS CLAIMED TO  
BE EQUAL WITH GOD
Some have suggested that Jesus never 

claimed for himself what his followers claimed for 
him. Yet the commotion that surrounded his life 
can be best explained by his repeated claim to be 
one with God. John, one of the gospel writers, 
quoted Jesus as saying, “Before Abraham was, I AM” 
(John 8:58). (In Exodus 3:14, the name I AM was 
used by God to identify himself to Moses.) John 

also quoted Jesus as saying, “I and my Father are 
one” (10:30) and “If you had known me, you would 
have known my Father also; and from now on you 
know him and have seen him” (14:7). According to 
the gospels, Jesus said that to love or hate him, or 
to receive or reject him, was to love or hate, receive 
or reject his Father in heaven.

7. HIS FRIENDS WORSHIPPED HIM
When Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples, 
saw the resurrected Christ, he declared: 

“My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). Years later, 
Jesus’ close friend and follower John wrote, “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through 
him, and without him nothing was made that was 
made ... And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:1-3,14). Another friend, Peter, in one 
of his letters to the early church, addressed his 
readers as “those who have obtained like precious 
faith with us by the righteousness of our God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:1 ).

8. JESUS’ ENEMIES ACCUSED  
HIM OF BLASPHEMY
Jesus’ friends may have wanted to believe 

he was more than a man, but his enemies did not. 
The religious leaders of Israel were outraged to 
think that the same man who accused them of 
being hypocritical, blind leaders of the blind, would 
also claim to forgive sins, would speak of God as 
his Father, and would even say that he was one 

with God. On more than one occasion the leaders 
of Israel picked up stones to kill Jesus, saying, 
“For a good work we do not stone you, but for 
blasphemy, and because you, being a man, make 
yourself God” (John 10:33).

9. JESUS’ MIRACLES  
SUPPORTED HIS CLAIMS
Jesus’ miracles recorded in the New 

Testament were more than wonders. They were 
signs. He did them to encourage men and women 
to believe in him for everlasting life. He healed a 
crippled man to affirm his right to forgive sins. He 
fed thousands of people with a little boy’s lunch, 
setting the stage for his claim to be the “bread of 
life”. He walked on water, stilled angry seas, healed 
the sick, restored paralysed limbs, gave sight to 
the blind and hearing to the deaf, and even raised 
from the dead an embalmed man by the name 
of Lazarus. One reason Jesus performed miracles 
was to support his claim to be God. The apostle 
John wrote, “Truly Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book; but these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing you may have life in his name” (John 
20:30-31).

10. HIS DEPARTURE WAS  
GREATER THAN HIS ARRIVAL
Many people down through history 

have claimed to be gods. Yet only one man has 
been willing to die for the sins of others. Only one 
has risen from the dead to prove that he is the Son 
of God. According to the New Testament, after 

Jesus voluntarily gave his life on an executioner’s 
cross, he appeared to his closest disciples and 
more than 500 other followers for a period of 40 
days (1 Corinthians 15:5-8). The eyewitnesses were 
so convinced of his resurrection that they were 
willing to suffer and die for their claims. His disciples 
said that he showed them his scarred hands and 
feet, walked and talked with them, and even ate 
with them. Then while they met with him on the 
Mount of Olives, he gave them his last words and 
ascended into the clouds. With a departure more 
spectacular than his arrival, Jesus left us with a 
better understanding of the announcement of the 
angel who said, “There is born to you this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:11). 

You’re not alone if you find yourself honestly 
unconvinced about whether Christ rose from the 
dead. But keep in mind that Jesus promised God’s 
help to those who want to be right with God. He 
said, “If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will 
find out whether my teaching comes from God or 
whether I speak on my own” (John 7:17).

If you do see the reasonableness of the 
resurrection, keep in mind that the Bible says Christ 
died to pay the price for our sins, and those who 
believe in their heart that God has raised him from 
the dead will be saved (Romans 10:9-10). The 
salvation Christ offers is not a reward for effort, but 
a gift to all who in light of the evidence put their 
trust in him.

Article appears courtesy of RBC Ministries (rbc.org). For 

further enquiries please email australia@rbc.org

“The eyewitnesses were 
so convinced of his 

resurrection that they were 
willing to suffer and die for 

their claims”

Ten 
reasons 
to believe 
God 
became  
a man
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Trust restored

ROBERT TOREAUX SPENT MUCH OF HIS CHILDHOOD LIVING AT A 
SALVATION ARMY BOYS HOME. TRAGICALLY, HE WAS AMONG THOSE 

WHO WERE ABUSED THERE. ROBERT, THOUGH, HAS BEEN ABLE TO 
FORGIVE AND NOW WORKS AS A VOLUNTEER FOR THE SALVATION 

ARMY, INCLUDING PLAYING THE ROLE OF SANTA AT NUMEROUS 
EVENTS EVERY DECEMBER. HE ASKED PIPELINE TO SHARE HIS STORY ... 

My name is Robert Toreaux. I 
spent most of my childhood in 
orphanages due to my mother 
passing away in a car crash 

when she was just 32. The other driver was 
drunk, and in those days the laws for drink-
drivers weren't as strict. 

After my mother died, my father took off 
around Australia. He did not care for any of 
his children.

I was sent to a child welfare home at 
Sandgate, in Brisbane’s north, as a six-year-
old, along with my five brothers and two 
sisters. After a while they were all sent out 
to uncles and aunts. When it came to my 
turn there were no more relatives to go to. 
Instead, I was moved from institution to 
institution. 

I became a state ward and my life was 
just a succession of homes: Child Welfare 
Home, Margaret Marrs, Nudgee Orphanage, 
Queen Alexander, Red Cross Home Margate, 
Wooloowin Children’s Home, Blackheath 
Boys Home and The Salvation Army’s 
Riverview Boys Training Farm. In many of 
these places I was abused, sometimes daily.

My family never visited me, apart from 
an uncle who cared a little but could not 
take me to live with him. I felt that I was not 
wanted in this cruel world because of the 
abuse I suffered as a child in these places.

It was by chance that one day my sister 
found out that I was at Riverview. I told her 

that I wanted to get out of there because of 
the way I was being treated. She helped me 
in my mid-teens to get a job in the Merchant 
Navy, where I stayed for the next 37 years.

Due to ill health I was forced into early 
retirement when I was 52. Some years later, 
I saw an advertisement in a local newspaper 
about a reunion at Riverview. I decided to 
go, to see if I could find a good friend I’d had 
there. I was successful and we were reunited 
after all these years. 

My friend told me about the Forde 
Inquiry (commissioned by the Queensland 
Government in 1998-99 to investigate the 
treatment of children in licensed government 
and non-government institutions in the state) 
and I decided to provide a statement about 
my abuse while at The Salvation Army home. 
I was given compensation which has helped 
my family and I to live a little better. 

VOLUNTARY WORK
These days, I organise the annual reunion 
at Riverview each August and I have 
reconnected with many of the boys who 
were there in my time. We’ve had wonderful 
assistance from The Salvation Army, who 
help with the provision of food for the day 
and get banners made to place at the front 
gate promoting the event. We usually have 
more than 60 people attend. 

With the help of The Salvation Army and 
the lord mayor of Ipswich, we have 
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 had a monument placed at the home, 
reminding everyone about the boys 
who once lived there. We’ve had many 
staff from The Salvation Army, as well as 
from local councils, attend the reunions. 
Without the Army’s help we would not be 
able to function at all.

I’m also a volunteer at the Army’s 
Riverview Gardens Aged Care Centre, 
helping many of the men in Tool Time 
each Monday. Many of these men have 
a lot of talent and put it to work making 
things which are then sold at an annual 
fete. All the proceeds go to The Salvation 
Army to help the elderly residents of 
Riverview Gardens.

I also dressed up as Santa Claus last 
year for the centre’s 150 residents and 
they had a ball. Dressed as Santa, I also 
visit the church at Riverview every year for 
the midnight service on Christmas Eve. In 
fact, in my role as a professional Santa, for 
the past 10 years I have put on the red and 
white costume, with the big white beard 
and moustache, and worked at a major 
shopping centre in Ipswich.

My life has changed so much in 
the eight years since I reconnected 
with The Salvation Army. In that time 
I have had to endure the Queensland 
Government redress (in response to the 
recommendations of the Forde Inquiry, 
the Queensland Government introduced 
a redress scheme in 2007 that provided 
ex-gratia payments to people who 
experienced abuse and neglect as children 
in the state’s institutions) which brought 
up all my painful childhood again. The 
experience almost destroyed my marriage 
of 44 years because of the constant 
nightmares I suffered. 

However, the opportunity to attend 
the Royal Commission earlier this year 
and share my life story has helped with 
the nightmares and largely eradicated the 
stress I was suffering. I’m one of a few who 

“I’m one of a few who have  
found peace at last 
through attending the Royal 
Commission hearings”

have found peace at last through attending 
the Commission hearings. So, maybe now 
I can relax more and get on with my life 
after so many years.

RESPECT RENEWED
I thought that it would be helpful to 
readers of Pipeline to hear my story of a 
childhood of abuse suffered at the hands 
of people who were representing The 
Salvation Army. 

It’s a shame that the Army’s reputation 
has been damaged in this way – that this 
has happened to such a fine group of 
church-going people for whom I have 
much respect these days, a far cry from 
the way I felt when I was being abused all 
those years ago.

And it’s probably why I love helping 
people today with their problems, whether 
it be the former residents of the Riverview 
Boys Home, or the elderly in aged care 
centres.

I enjoy being able to help many of the 
men who, as boys at Riverview, suffered 
much. They have many problems and 
talking to them helps. They know that I 
was also there and that knowledge makes 
it easier for them to open up about their 
past. 

Thanks to The Salvation Army, we now 
have a memorial board hanging in the 
chapel at Riverview. To date, about seven 
former residents of the boys home have 
passed away and their names are inscribed 
on the board. 

It’s a shame that the Queensland 
Government has stopped funding this 
place because it has helped many people. 
It is such a lovely place set in beautiful 
surroundings, as anyone who has been 
there will tell you. 

Thank you for taking the time to read 
my story. I wish you all well and encourage 
you to keep up the good work you do as 
Salvationists. I love you all. 
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AS A YOUNG MAN, MAJOR ALWYN 
ROBINSON WAS SO GRIPPED BY 

DEPRESSION THAT HE CONTEMPLATED 
SUICIDE. OVERCOMING THAT 

EXPERIENCE HAS HELPED SHAPE BOTH  
HIM AND HIS MINISTRY

• • •

THERE’S  always  
HOPE

feature | alwyn robinson alwyn robinson | feature
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The public disclosure came as a shock.
I don’t suppose I should have been 

shocked, really, after half a century 
in journalism reporting murder and 

mayhem, trial and tribulation, sorrow and insanity, 
sport and politics.

You think you have heard everything there is to 
be heard!

But it did shock me when respected Salvation 
Army officer Major Alwyn Robinson (pictured left) 
almost nonchalantly disclosed that he had once 
considered ending his life.

The revelation was, for me, the unforgettable 
moment of a concert given by the band of the 
Parramatta Corps, where Major Robinson and wife, 
Deborah, are the officers.

Alwyn Robinson – from a distance, at least 
– looks unflappable; as though nothing would 
faze him. Those who know him well testify to his 
stability.

There you are, you see, further confirmation that 
things are not always obvious; not what they seem. 
There was a time when he was fazed; when he 
wondered why he should continue his life.

It was, he reveals, when he was younger – 20 
or 21, in fact. That’s about 32 years ago. He only 
occasionally shares the story in public. There 
needs to be a good reason. At the band       >>>  
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ABOVE: Major 
Alwyn Robinson  

says his story 
has become a 

useful testimony 
of God’s 

encompassing 
love. 

concert I attended, he spoke of 
hope for those who despaired. It 
was an appropriate occasion to 
be personal. 

He had been raised in a very 
strong Salvation Army family – 
three generations of officers. All 
five children of his late parents, 
Majors Athol and Beth Robinson, 
are current serving officers. There 
was strength and stability all 
around him as he grew from a 
child into manhood.

Childhood, he recalls, was 
“very much a home of faith”. 
“God was the most important of 
all, exampled in my parents, lived 
out in obedience and ministry – 
loving God and loving others.”

As a child, he believed that 
every home must have been like 
his. He now knows that was a 
naive belief. As he grew, he says, 
he was surprised to find that not 
every home was as secure as his.

“I was a good boy. I never had 
any rebellious activity – except 
for trying a secretive cigarette or 
two. Actually I feared being bad. I 
didn’t want to disappoint God or 
my parents,” he says.

And, so, his young life was 

overwhelming sense of despair 
and gloom took hold of me. I 
dropped to my knees, lifted my 
hands in the air and cried out: 
‘God, help me’.

“Immediately, I felt God all 
around me; inside me. It was 
amazing and the most wonderful 
encounter I have ever had. All 
of the loneliness, emptiness and 
hopelessness disappeared. I felt 
full of love, hope and purpose.

“Ironically, I remember 
thinking afterwards that if that 
[feeling] was what being in God’s 
presence was like, then I was 
more than happy to die and go 
to Heaven just to be with God all 
of the time – forever.

“I even remember telling 
God: ‘You can arrange for my 
death so that I can come to you 
in Heaven’.”

He survived that incredible 
evening – and life improved.

“This wonderful experience 
with God made me feel my life 
had meaning. I didn’t know what 
that might look like, but I was 
absolutely confident that my life 
now had eternal significance and 
purpose.”

pretty much standard Salvation 
Army – albeit with officer parents.

TURNING POINT
Born in Brisbane in 1961, he 
worshipped with his family at 
West End and Paddington Corps 
in Brisbane; Bexley, Balmain and 
Dulwich Hill Corps in Sydney; 
back to West End Corps in 
Brisbane, then Cairns (Qld), Dee 
Why (NSW) and finally Sydney 
Congress Hall Corps.

He was a junior soldier about 
the age of 10, learned a brass 
instrument and was at the Army 
every Sunday, “even on holidays”.

Life for the young Alwyn 
Robinson was The Salvation 
Army – and security. But the 
security door slammed shut 
when he was around 20, 
leaving him outside and alone. 
His parents were given a new 
appointment away from Sydney.

Alwyn, by then, had a job 
and stayed behind. At first, his 
brother Malcolm shared their 
one-bedroom flat in inner-city 
Camperdown. But Malcolm left 
for New Zealand after a few 
months. For the first time, Alwyn 

PURPOSE TO LIFE
He met and married Deborah 
Phillips, daughter of Majors Ed 
and Eva Phillips. They accepted 
a call to officership, training with 
the 1995-96 Messengers of the 
Truth session. They have three 
children, Bethany (21), Kieran (17) 
and Hannah (15), and have been 
corps officers at Parramatta since 
2012.

Next month, they take up 
new appointments at the School 
for Officer Training: Alwyn as 
Director of Spiritual Formation 
and Deborah as Assistant Training 
Principal and Academic Program 
Officer.

He has grown to see that his 
story of moving from loneliness 
and a feeling of hopelessness 
to being loved and having a 
personal faith in God can be 
helpful to others who might feel 
the same as he once did.

“I use my story whenever I 
feel it’s useful – preaching about 
hope, encountering God, having 
God within, God’s encompassing 
love, finding his will for your life, 
turning fear and despair into faith 
and purpose; that sort of thing.

“I have a strong belief now 
that there’s always hope. There 
is no such thing as hopelessness. 
There’s meaning and purpose to 
this life that is only found in God.

“I feel very comfortable now 
talking about that [questioning his 
life’s continuation] experience. 
But I admit that it was a journey 
to see how my story had value 
for others’ understanding of God.

“I assumed it might sound 
strange or boring, but I have 
learned to see everyone’s 
story of God is invaluable and 
miraculous, and that any story 
that honours God as mine does 
is his desire to be shared.”

So, what would Major Alwyn 
Robinson say to somebody who 
felt today what he felt about his 
life when he considered ending 
it?

“I would say that there is 
always hope. His name is Jesus. 
He desperately wants you to 
know this.” 

For information on The 
Salvation Army’s Hope 
For Life program, go to 
suicideprevention.salvos.org.au

was alone.
Life, on the outside, looked 

okay to others as he went on 
with his work and worship cycle. 
But on the inside, life was lonely 
and empty. Even though he 
was working and involved in 
service and fellowship at Sydney 
Congress Hall, the loneliness and 
emptiness “grew and grew”.

“It was like a spiral inward and 
downward.” His faith, he says, 
was being exposed as a veneer, 
built on the faith of his family, 
really, and not enough of his own 
personal experience and spiritual 
growth. 

He didn’t talk to anybody 
about his depressed feelings. “I 
didn’t think I could or should. I 
just felt more and more empty, 
lonely, useless and hopeless.”

The lowest point of his life 
came late one night. It was, he 
says, like a vision from God.

“I visualised a gun in my hand. 
I was raising the gun to my head. 
The message was clear that if my 
life continued in this way, that 
[ending my life] would be the 
outcome.

“I was terrified. An 

“I was terrified. An
overwhelming sense 
of despair and gloom 
took hold of me. 
I dropped to my knees, 
lifted my hands in 
the air and cried out: 
‘God, help me’”

feature | alwyn robinson alwyn robinson | feature
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A COMPLICATED AND TRAUMATIC CHILDHOOD LEFT KYLE 
WITHOUT STABLE ACCOMMODATION, DEPRESSED, IN POOR 

HEALTH AND WITH SHATTERED SELF-CONFIDENCE.  A 
CONNECTION WITH THE SALVATION ARMY AT GOODNA 

OPENED THE DOOR TO LEARN SOME LIFE-CHANGING SKILLS

• • •

words SIMONE WORTHING  photos SHAIRON PATERSON
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K yle’s first connection with Soundpoint – 
The Salvation Army and Sony Foundation 
Youth and Community Centre at Goodna, 
25km south-west of Brisbane – came 

through the Goodna Youth Service, with whom The 
Salvation Army has a close working relationship.

“An accommodation worker identified a few 
guys who might be interested in coming to the first 
cooking class at the centre and Kyle was one of 
those,” says Nathan Drury, Youth Activities Worker at 
Soundpoint.

Kyle (pictured left), who had not been eating 
properly and was addicted to junk food, loved the 
class. “It was excellent and gave me some new skills 
and ways of doing things,” he says.

From there, Kyle’s connection with Soundpoint 
deepened. He was attending regular discipleship 
meetings with John Williams, leader of Soundpoint; 
involved himself in a men’s group and was a 
regular at the centre’s Thursday night community 
barbecues.

“Kyle connected quite a lot by just hanging out 
in our space here,” says John. “Being in a safe space 
and connected to people who cared about him 
allowed him to grow as a person.”

MAKING PROGRESS
John suggested that Kyle consider the Positive 
Lifestyle Program (PLP). Facing a difficult time in his 
life, he agreed to commit to the program. 

The PLP is a self-awareness program focusing 

on personal difficulties that participants may not 
be able to identify or address themselves. In a non-
invasive and non-judgmental way, PLP encourages 
participants to consider 10 aspects of their lives: 
self-awareness, anger, depression, stress, loneliness, 
grief and loss, problem solving, assertiveness, self-
esteem and goal setting. 

“One of the things Kyle and I worked on was 
helping him look at the decisions he had to make, 
sort out his options, think clearly about specifics 
and then make the decision,” explains Nathan, who 
facilitates PLP.

“This was not easy for him, but he is making 
progress.”

Kyle agrees that the PLP helped him to take 
action in various areas of his life.

“PLP helped me a lot,” he says. “It gave me some 
tools to deal with situations better, to look at and 
change the way I was responding to certain things, 
and to examine my behaviour and handle things 
differently.

“It also helped me identify those things in my life 
that were holding me back, and showed me how to 
expand possibilities for the future.”

After the PLP program concluded, Kyle had 
follow-up sessions with Youth and Families 
Counsellor at Soundpoint, Jon Ray.

“We talked about how to use the PLP tools more 
effectively which allowed me to look at situations 
through different angles and think about different 
solutions,” Kyle explains. “This was especially  >>>
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ABOVE: Coming into contact with John Williams (left) and Soundpoint has made a huge impact on Kyle’s life. 

around changing my 
accommodation and some 
things in my family that were 
causing me a fair bit of distress.

“I was in a deep dark hole 
of despair and finally I was 
able to see that there was 
light and hope. The help I got 
at Soundpoint prevented me 
from going down that hole and 
struggling on my own to get 
back up. I also have more self-
confidence, can fit in socially 
with those around me and so 
can live a far more fulfilling life.”

LIFE RESTORED
Kyle has taken a huge step 
forward by getting his own 
stable accommodation through 
the Queensland Department of 
Housing and Public Works and 
Goodna Youth Accommodation.

“Having this will make getting 
my life together so much easier 
because it takes away my fear 
of becoming homeless,” Kyle 
explains. “I can now also look 
at continuing to get my mind in 
a stable place, cooking healthy 

food, working on my fitness and 
following up study options.

“I’m halfway through breaking 
those chains and what is 
important is that, even though 
I might trip over, now I can get 
up.”

Kyle shared his story at the 
Red Shield Appeal business 
launch in Ipswich earlier this year, 
making a deep impact on all 
those attending.

The Salvation Army and 
Sony Foundation Youth and 
Community Centre was first 
birthed from funds raised by 
the Sony Foundation Relief 
Album after the devastating 
2011 Queensland floods. The 
site houses Salvos Legal, youth 
and family counselling services, 
activities-based programs, the 
Meeting Place café, The Sony 
Space and a family store. 

For more information on the 
Positive Lifestyle Program, go to 
www.salvationarmy.org.au/en/
find-help/Counselling/Positive-
lifestyle-program/

“I was in a deep dark 
hole of despair and 

finally I was able to see 
that there was light 

and hope”
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The new "mySalvos Toolkit" has a number of resources 
to support you in preparing for the Christmas season.  

These resources are available online at:  
toolkit.salvos.org.au/christmas 

 
Here you will find posters, Christmas cards, children’s 

activities (colouring-in sheets and a maze), logos, 
various Christmas artworks and much more. 

 
To access the site you will need a password. To 

obtain your password or to ask questions about any 
of these resources please email The Salvation Army 

communications team at:  
communications@aue.salvationarmy.org 

WANT TO HAVE YOUR SAY ABOUT PIPELINE? THEN TAKE THE PIPELINE SURVEY AT:  

MYSALVOS.ORG.AU/PIPELINESURVEY

💻
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SLOWING DOWN
That is the way God works. We 
need to realise that our purpose 
is to help God in the spiritual 
realm. After all, he has always 
been and still is, more passionate 
about saving souls and growing 
saints than we can ever be. He is 
not merely there to help us with 
our work. 

To be equipped we need to 
seriously “take time to be holy”. 

Living in the fast lane is a 
disease of our age and we can 
take delight in the muchness of 
what we do without regard to its 
depth. 

John Wesley realised that to 
be saved was only the beginning 
of one’s spiritual journey, so he 
made it compulsory that people 
who found Christ through his 
preaching needed to come 
together in “class meetings”. In 
these meetings the converts 
could share with their brothers 
and sisters how they were 
progressing or struggling in this 
new-found way of life.

It is claimed that fellow 
evangelist George Whitfield 
attracted more converts than 
Wesley in their time, but he  

noise, hurry and crowds”.
From my experience, I 

think there at least three other 
weapons he has: status, success 
and popularity. 

In the field of spirituality we 
are all beginners and have to be 
learners. 

There is not space in this 
short article to cover all of 
Foster’s guidance. All we can do 
is to set ourselves in the right 
direction. 

Psychiatrist CG Jung says, 
“Hurry is not of the Devil. It is the 
devil.” The Devil is more than 
mere hurry. 

We have to be aware of the 
danger of thinking that the saving 
of souls and growing of saints is 
our work.

The truth is we cannot do 
either. That is the work of the 
Spirit. On the other hand it is 
wrong to think there is nothing 
for us to do. It is in this context 
that Jesus says, “Apart from 
me you can do nothing” (John 
15:5b). Paul, in his corrective 
letter to the Corinthians, says, 
“I planted the seed, Apollos 
watered it but God made it grow” 
(1 Corinthians 3:6).

A s human beings, 
we do live in a 
material world, but as 
Salvationists we have 

had, and continue to have, input 
from the non-material world 
which God commands.

We are not just people 
who have decided to live good 
and moral lives. We have been 
changed because we have had 
this input from God himself.

We do have a spiritual 
ingredient in our lives, but the 
depth of that spirituality depends 
on the extent to which we 
have cultivated that ingredient. 
We need to be aware that our 
religion can be no more than “a 
mile wide and an inch deep”. 

The Quaker, Richard 
Foster, in his book Celebration 
of Discipline, states that, 
“Superficiality is the curse of 
our age. The doctrine of instant 
satisfaction is a primary spiritual 
problem”.

He adds, “The desperate need 
today is not for a greater number 
of intelligent people, or gifted 
people, but for deep people ... 
In contemporary society our 
Adversary majors in three things: 

Regaining our spiritual heritage 

IN PART TWO OF HIS ARTICLE TO SALVATIONISTS AS 
THEY PREPARE TO CELEBRATE THE MOVEMENT’S 150TH 
YEAR, LIEUTENANT-COLONEL NEIL YOUNG CONTINUES 

HIS CONTENTION THAT THE SALVATION ARMY NEEDS 
TO REPRIORITISE THE VERY THING THAT FIRST 

ATTRACTED PEOPLE TO IT 

• • •

our heritage | feature

Lieut-Colonel Neil Young is a retired officer of the Australia Eastern Territory

>>>

VIEW THE ONLINE CATALOGUE AT: SALVOSGIFTS.ORG.AU
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did not provide for their ongoing 
growth. Wesley left behind him 
a very vibrant Methodist church, 
while there is no historical record 
of what happened to Whitfield’s 
converts. 

Our one Sunday weekly 
meeting needs, then, to be truly 
a place of worship, with time 
available for that to happen. It 
needs to be totally unhurried and 
not filled up with matters that 
could be dealt with at another 
time.

We need to see that our 
holiness meeting is a sacred 
occasion and not just a 
performance. There is nothing 
wrong with silence if, in that 
silence, we are open to hear his 
voice. 

After many years of teaching 
African officers the deeper 
meanings of the teaching 
and work of Jesus, one of the 
interesting side issues to me 
was to see that Jesus was never 
in a hurry. He had a bare three 
years to teach the world a totally 
different way of life. Yet the 
whole of the world is still divided 
into two periods – the time 
before he came and the time 
after.

However the world tries to 
dismiss him, it cannot alter the 
fact that the coming of Jesus 
brought about an unchangeable 
difference in the whole of the 
world’s history. It was the depth 
and power he exhibited that 

changed things. Every event in 
his life was vital.

 
TIME FOR HOLINESS
It is important for us to have 
more than the one time per 
week in order for us to grow. 
Firstly, it is necessary for us to 
make a time in our homes where 
we can meditate on our own, 
with no hurry, and where we will 
not be disturbed. Here we can 
expose our innermost selves to 
God and be completely honest 
before him. After all, we cannot 
hide anything from him.

I find that I need some part 
of scripture to meditate on 
deeply and make it my own. 
My Salvation Army song book 
is a great help in this because it 
puts into words what I feel. The 
songs of Charles Wesley, Herbert 
Booth, Albert Orsborn and 
latterly John Gowans are of great 
value to me.

We also need to get together 
at least once a week to share 
our experiences. I am not here 
taking about intense Bible study, 
vital though that is. It is a time 
to share our current thinking, 
our successes and our failures, 
without shame or pride, as we 
progress on our spiritual journey. 
That is what the early church did 
and that is what John Wesley had 
in mind for his class meeting and 
it proved very rewarding. 

I am not advocating an 
abandonment of “serving 

suffering humanity”. The Quakers 
whom I often quote were also 
social activists. The Quaker John 
Greenfield Whittier was one of 
America’s strongest opponents 
of the evil of slavery. 

If we complain that we do 
not have time we should recall 
that “he who without thee builds, 
labours in vain”. Without him, 
we accomplish nothing for his 
kingdom. 

Allow me to quote Whittier’s 
words: 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain 
and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of thy peace.

 I understand that in the 
verse from the Bible that we all 
know as “Be still and know that 
I am God” (Psalm 46:10a), the 
word “still” in the Hebrew means 
“cease striving” or literally “put 
our hands at our sides”. 

Allow God to do his work 
though us. If we try to do it on 
our own we will accomplish 
nothing in the spiritual realm, but 
if we allow him to work through 
us we can undertake his work 
successfully. 

Many have not lost our 
heritage and there is a solid 
movement in our Army for the 
deeper things of our faith, but 
they need leadership. 

"Living in the fast lane is 
a disease of our age and 
we can take delight in the 
muchness of what we do 

without regard to its depth" 

feature | our heritage

ZERO TOLERANCE SEXUAL ABUSE
The Royal Commission Into Institutional Responses to Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse focused on 
past abuse within The Salvation Army. 
I want to reaffirm at this time our total commitment to our child protection policies. It is vital that all 
who work with children follow these policies, as spelt out in our Caring for Kids/Safe Salvos manual  
(salvos.org.au/safesalvos). In keeping with that policy, all allegations of sexual abuse must be reported 
to the authorities.
I also want to reaffirm our commitment to persons who suffered sexual abuse in the past within a 
Salvation Army corps or children’s home. If you were abused, please tell us. Any persons who come 
forward with complaints of abuse will be received with compassion. A careful restorative process will 
then be followed. 
If you feel you need to make a complaint, please contact us at our Territorial Headquarters.

Phone: 02 92669781
Email: pso@aue.salvationarmy.org 
Mail:  PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS OFFICE 
 The Salvation Army 
 PO Box A435 
 Sydney South 1235

Commissioner James Condon
Territorial Commander
The Salvation Army
Australia Eastern Territory 
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of receiving high-quality, 
customised products that will 
help to take the Congress logo 
and The Salvation Army shield 
onto the streets of London and 
beyond. 

The partnership with Others 
embodies the goal of being “One 
Army”, showing how a need in 
one part of the Army world can 
be met by a program in another.

“Others isn’t primarily about 
products, costs and colours. 
It’s about people, people and 
people,” says Jan Aasmann 
Storksen, General Manager of 
Others Global.

Production of the Boundless 
delegate bags provides seven 
months’ work for producers 
linked with The Salvation Army’s 
Counselling and Development 
Centre in the Bangladeshi capital, 
Dhaka.

The centre works with 
commercial sex workers, victims 
of human trafficking and other 
vulnerable women in the Old 
Dhaka neighbourhood. For many 
of the women, working with and 
making products for Others is a 
crucial step to reintegration into 
society.

Production of the Boundless 
lanyards secures two months’ 
income for approximately 50 
producers in Lahore. Producers 
come from various vulnerable 
backgrounds and are graduates 
of The Salvation Army’s 

The Salvation Army’s 
150th anniversary 
international congress, 
Boundless – The 

Whole World Redeeming, is set 
to be a life-changing experience 
for those attending next year’s 
event and participating online.

But already it is helping 
transform lives in Pakistan 
and Bangladesh through 
its partnership with a social 
enterprise called Others.

Others – Trade for Hope by 
The Salvation Army aims to use 
commercial trading activities to 
create employment opportunities 
for producers recruited through 
Salvation Army development 
projects, community work, or 
corps.

The International Congress 
Office, based at International 
Headquarters in London, is one 
of Others’ biggest customers. 
Others will be supplying lanyards 
and bags for fully registered 
delegates who have a ticket for 
all five days of the congress.

The Congress Office 
contacted Others early in the 
planning process. The result 
has been a partnership which is 
beneficial to both sides. 

For the producers who 
sell their products through 
Others, the Congress order 
translates into months of work. 
For the Congress Office, the 
order means they are assured 

Boundless already impacting 
lives around the world

THE SALVATION ARMY’S INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE 
HAS ENTERED INTO A COMMERCIAL PARTNERSHIP WHICH WILL 

BENEFIT WORKERS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

• • •

words BO CHRISTOFFER BREKKE and KELLY ZVOBGO

boundless 2 0 15 | feature feature | boundless 2 0 15

Sustainable Livelihood Development Program. 
The lanyard order gives them an opportunity to 
implement the skills they have gained and earn 
extra income for their families.

In both areas, the Boundless order is a 
great contribution towards the goals of Others: 
supporting hope, dignity and independence for 
producers who might otherwise struggle to get a 
job or to make ends meet.

For more information about Others Global, go 
to www.tradeforhope.com

Bags and lanyards for the international congress are being 
manufactured in various Asian countries.
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that Jesus is all you need until Jesus is 
all you have”.

There’s the reality – in Jesus we 
have everything we need. Sadly, I can 
look at this phrase with such a limited, 
finite way of thinking and sometimes 
get trapped with thoughts of “but 
there’s so much I haven’t got”, or  
“what about what other people have or 
appear to have?” 

Of course, I need so many things 
– loving relationships, a meaningful 
purpose for my days, safety and 
security, greater learning. And, of 
course, all these things seem to always 
be about the “not yet” and I lead a life 
of pursuing “things”.

This verse challenges my 
knowledge of him who called me – 

not because of anything that I could do 
or have done, but all because of what 
his divine power is able to establish and 
bring about in and through me.

His divine power, the same power 
that raised Jesus from the dead, has 
given me everything I need for a godly 
life. It’s a here-and-now promise, not 
just a promise for my eternal reward. 
In the here and now – in the not yet 
– that place between when I first was 
saved from sin until the time I will 
enter my eternal reward, is “the life of 
godliness” that he calls me to.

My prayer is that this life of 
godliness will be evident in me as I dig 
deeper into my knowledge of the One 
who makes it possible through himself 
– not in anything I try to conjure up.

We at Greater Liverpool undertake mission 
with intentionality and passion – seven 
days a week. Out of the heart of our 

corps flows a deep desire to see supernatural 
transformation from the moment someone 
receives salvation.

But this is only the beginning of the journey 
because we take the words of Jesus in Matthew 
28 literally. We “go and make” disciples and we 
endeavour to do whatever it takes to make it 
happen.

Our methods vary, but foundational to our 
evangelism is a commitment and willingness to 
build relationships. We are a small community 
of faith, but we come alongside people daily – 
empowering, equipping and encouraging. In a 
nutshell, we do life with people and, as a result, see 
people become fully devoted followers of Christ.

This is how we evangelise and disciple people. 
It’s always about relationship and we never cease 
to be amazed at how effectively the Holy Spirit 
partners with us on this journey of seeing people 
grow in their relationship with Jesus.

Interestingly, some days it can seem so simple. 
Too simple, really. Sitting down with someone in 
the Doorways* cafe Embrace, sharing a coffee, 
chatting, listening and often praying ... it’s really not 
rocket science! And in the process Jesus’ love is 
shared and the journey begins.

We are often asked questions like, “How do 
you disciple the homeless people? How do you 
undertake evangelism with methadone clients and 
those with mental health issues?” The answer is 
again simple – relationship!

We meet people at the church cafe, which 
operates four times a week. Here we do “cafe 
connection”, an intentional yet informal meeting 
time and place where we relate and connect at a 
level that invites the Holy Spirit to begin the work of 
building his church ... and that he does!

We sit down and chat at the food market, we 
engage with people in their space; we take church 

EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS A FAVOURITE BIBLE VERSE THAT HAS EITHER IMPACTED 
THEM AT ONE STAGE IN THEIR WALK WITH CHRIST, OR CONTINUES TO ENCOURAGE 

AND NOURISH THEM ON THEIR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY. IN THIS PIPELINE COLUMN, 
MAJOR BETH TWIVEY  SHARES HER FAVOURITE PIECE OF SCRIPTURE LIVING OUT JESUS’ MANDATE TO GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES IS AT THE FOREFRONT OF 

EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS AT GREATER LIVERPOOL CORPS IN SYDNEY'S WEST

• • •

Soul Food
Fulfilling the Great Commission

“His divine power has given us everything we 
need for a godly life through our knowledge 
of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness.” (2 Peter 1:3 )

• • •

I was a teenager when I was first 
impacted by the life of Corrie 
Ten Boom. It is well documented 

that the Ten Boom family hid many 
Jews in their home, protecting them 
from the Nazis. Eventually, the family 
was captured and all spent time in 
concentration camps.

Corrie Ten Boom’s life inspired me 
tremendously, as I sensed her absolute, 
unwavering faith and trust in God even 
in the midst of “life” as she knew it. She 
is quoted as saying, “You don’t realise 

soul food mission priorities update

to them, we take Jesus to them, growing and 
mentoring them in Kingdom truths.

The stories speak for themselves:
Thi: A young man who has only known drug 

addiction and mental illness, embraces a love for 
the Bible and is encouraged to share his story at the 
church cafe. He is now ministering to others.

Mark: A methadone client who came through 
Doorways, comes to church and is connecting with 
people within the community of faith.

John: The first soldier from the nearby Miller 
Mission, who serves on a full-time basis as a 
volunteer. Mentored and discipled, he is part of the 
leadership team.

Lakkhana: Sharing Jesus is her passion, 
especially during her street ministry time. 

Jean and John: They have embraced their 
spiritual gifts and minister within the community of 
Liverpool. They love their weekly discipleship group 
as they are empowered and released to expand in 
their corps ministry.

Tommy: A man who has had a rough life, having 
been in and out of gaol. But he loves Jesus and is 
being mentored in his faith. 

Nari: He came to us through Miller Mission and 
is a mentored and well-loved member of the corps 
worship team.

At the forefront of all our ministries at Liverpool 
is our vision – “To Be A Life-Giving Church”. 
The focus is “everyone is an evangelist” and the 
corps knows that we exist to live out The Great 
Commission.

Our corps members know it! Our employees 
know it! Our volunteers know it! And, as a result, 
everyone who walks through our doors can expect 
to experience Jesus’ love and grace.

Every day before we open our doors we gather 
and pray believing this will happen.

* Doorways is a Salvation Army program 
designed to help clients move away from welfare 
dependency.

words MAJOR BELINDA SPICER  
(Greater Liverpool Corps Officer)
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Jesus is God and yet Jesus 
is human. This complex 
idea has been wrestled with 
throughout the existence of

 the Christian faith.
Over the centuries there 

have been various views on 
the relationship between 
Jesus’ divinity and humanity. 
For example, two views at 
either end of the spectrum, 
both deemed deviant by the 
majority of Christians, are: that 
Jesus was only an extraordinary 
human, thereby denying Jesus’ 
divine nature; and a position 
called Docetism, where Jesus 
is believed to be a completely 
spiritual being that really didn’t 
take on any form of physicality 
and only appeared to be human. 

As Salvation Army doctrine 
four states, “we believe that in the 
person of Jesus Christ the Divine 
and human natures are united, 
so that he is truly and properly 
God and truly and properly man.” 
Hence, we as a movement sit 
within orthodox belief around the 
divinity and humanity of Jesus. 

Although, it is sometimes 
the case that the purely spiritual 
nature of Jesus can receive more 
consideration, so as we come 

once again into the season of 
Christmas where our focus is on 
Jesus as God coming to earth, 
let’s take some time to reflect 
on the earthiness of Jesus, the 
earthiness of the incarnation, 
how the divine became earthy 
and how this might influence our 
own lives. 

REALISTIC PICTURE 
In Luke’s gospel, we read of 
Jesus as being born on Earth, 
being born of Earth, wrapped in 
cloth from Earth and laid in an 
Earth-bound manger.

Through the context in 
which Jesus came to Earth we 
are given reason to reflect on 
sights, smells and sounds that are 
unmistakably earthy. The picture 
painted by the gospels does 
not lend itself to being pretty, 
clean or sanitised. It can be easy 
to overlook or downplay the 
earthiness, the physicality and the 
messiness of Mary giving birth 
to Jesus, giving it a miraculous, 
spiritualised cleanliness.

Think about the potentially 
rough-hewn wood of which the 
manger may have been made 
(there was no laminex then!) and 
the likely dirtiness of the stable 

(vacuuming or even hosing the 
place down would not have 
been an option). The clean and 
sanitised hospitals of today are a 
far cry from a feeding trough in 
a shed. 

In many religious traditions, 
salvation can be linked with 
escaping the physical world 
and all the mess that is within. 
However, Jesus’ birth within the 
world where “the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us ... 
full of grace and truth” (John 
1:14), doesn’t really support such 
a great separation between 
the spiritual and the physical. 
Theologian Ronald Rolheiser 
argues that Jesus’ birth “assures 
us that we can find meaning 
and salvation without having to 
denigrate either our bodies or the 
physical world”, and that Jesus 
coming to earth breaks down the 
divide between the spiritual and 
the physical. A God of the body 
as well as of the soul, a God 
who is found in animal sheds 
as well as in churches, a God of 
the indoors and the outdoors, 
and, to quote Methodist Charles 
Wesley, a God of nature and of 
grace. 

If we think further about the 

reality of Jesus’ incarnation, it 
becomes apparent that God so 
loved the world that God actually 
became part of the world. God 
through Jesus Christ actually 
became a physical reality, which, 
therefore, means that the divine 
became a being of minerals, 
bodily fluids, atoms and of 
molecules. God became part of 
God’s earth.

CREATION CYCLE
As Christian feminist theologian 
Elizabeth Johnson states, the 
incarnation is a “radical, divine 
reach into the very tissue of 
biological existence and the 
wider system of nature. Jesus 
of Nazareth was an earthling, a 
complex unit of minerals and 
fluids, an item in the carbon, 
oxygen and nitrogen cycles 
... the atoms comprising his 
body once belonged to other 
creatures. The genetic structure 
of his cells made him part of the 
whole community of life.”

The food and drink that 
Jesus consumed during his 
earthly existence came from 
creation, and went back into 
the cycle of life on earth. What 
a deep mystery this is, yet what 

an amazing story. The creator 
of all things became part of the 
creation in order to bridge the 
divide and to bring about healing 
and redemption! 

This, of course, takes 
us further than the story of 
Christmas. In John 3:16 we 
read that Jesus Christ is a gift 
given because “God so loved 
the world,” – the Greek word for 
world is kosmos. In this, we can 
gain appreciation of the gift of 
Jesus Christ for the healing of 
all of God’s creation. Through 
the incarnation of Jesus – the 
divine and earthy becoming 
one – Jesus brings about the 
reconciliation of all things on 
earth and in heaven to God 
(Colossians 1:20). 

Through the incarnation of 
Jesus, we are given a story that 
links clearly with the earthiness of 
everyday life. As theology lecturer 
Rev Dr Michael Trainor writes, 
this earthy story in Luke’s gospel 
“concerns all Earth’s members, 
human and non-human, organic 
and inanimate. It is about God, 
angels, demons, human beings, 
soil, seeds, mountains, waters, 
animals”. The story includes 
Jesus being nailed to Earth’s 

SALVATIONIST ECOTHEOLOGIAN MATT SEAMAN TAKES A STEP BACK FROM THE 
SANITISED VERSION OF JESUS THAT IS SOMETIMES PORTRAYED AT CHRISTMAS 

AND FOCUSES ON THE EARTHINESS OF THE INCARNATION

The earthiness of Jesus

wood at the cross and then laid 
in an earthly place of rest before 
his resurrection. 

In this wonderful story of 
salvation through Jesus Christ, 
Rev Dr Trainor argues that we are 
presented with “a fundamental 
truth about following Jesus: 
how one treats Earth and freely 
shares its fruits are central. An 
authentic disciple of Jesus is 
ecologically contemplative and 
environmentally respectful.” 

Called by God, empowered 
through the Holy Spirit, we as 
followers of Christ are called to 
imitate Jesus and move further 
towards holiness.

How might we each 
individually and collectively 
move closer towards living 
Christ-like lives that respect the 
entirety of the earth that God has 
created, that God through Jesus 
Christ has become part of, and 
knows intimately through the 
incarnation? 

Matt Seaman attends Nambour 
Corps and is The Salvation 
Army representative for 
the Queensland Churches 
Environmental Network

“The creator of all things became part of the 
creation in order to bridge the divide and to 

bring about healing and redemption” 
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All things to all men

The Army saw this concept of 
multi-racial inclusiveness as part 
of the fabric of its Christian ethos. 
The article was to go on, “No 
jealous-eyed local government, 
no hostile tariff laws, or 
complicated questions, militate 
against the harmony existing in 
our great brotherhood.”

EXPANSION RESISTANCE
Such a sense of internationalism 
had not always been part of 
Army ethos. In its early years, 
The Salvation Army’s founders, 
William and Catherine Booth, 
seemed to have little interest in 
anything outside its ministry in 
the United Kingdom.

William was focused on the 
immense need he saw around 
him in England and was to tell his 
wife in 1865, “Where can you go 
and find such heathen as these, 
and where is there so great a 
need for your labours?” 

Catherine, for her part, was 
totally opposed to any overseas 
ministry.

All this was to change 
by 1880; the year The 
Salvation Army spontaneously 

commenced operations in the 
US and Australia.

Driven by this expansion, 
William Booth announced to 
a meeting in the Exeter Hall 
during October 1884, that a 
great international gathering 
was being planned. In 1886, 
just six years after the Army had 
ventured from English shores, 
its first international Congress 
saw Salvationists travel from 
Australia, Canada, France, India, 
Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), New 
Zealand, South Africa, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the US to attend. 

The concept of multi-racial 
inclusiveness was one of the 
stated objectives of the congress, 
“That, there may be a great 
increase of that brotherly love 
and mutual sympathy which at 
present so largely prevails, but 
which it is very desirable should 
be increased.”

In the drive toward federation, 
the Army in Australia saw its 
own structure as an example of 
what could be achieved when 
men and women, regardless of 
race or colour, worked together 
toward a common goal. In a 

army archives army archives

season where there was a focus 
on goodwill and joy, it sought 
to gather a divergent group 
of individuals from a variety 
of ethnic backgrounds and 
reinforce the central message of 
the Prince of Peace.  

The 1897 Christmas War 
Cry went on to write, “This 
Christmastide the whole of the 
Salvation federation will spread 
abroad the fame of Christ in 
back block and city slum, and in 
all parts of the commonwealth 
they will make men feel that 
the principles of the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ are established in 
their hearts, and in the fullness 
of their love toward all men will 
seek to bring them into harmony 
with the Prince of Peace.”

By that year people of many 
races had become part of an 
international Salvation Army, 
enabling it to demonstrate a 
unique ability to embrace all 
cultures and stratas of society. 
One of the geniuses of The 
Salvation Army is its ability to 
cross social, cultural and ethnic 
divides. Its capacity to speak 
with corporate and political 
leaders in the corridors of power 
is matched only by its ability to 
minister to the dispossessed and 
starving masses in many of the 
127 countries across the world 
where the Army now operates. 

In no small way this is 
influenced by a theology and 
mindset that sees all people 
as equals in the sight of God, 
as well as a sweeping and 
all-inclusive internationalism. 
Whenever Salvationists meet in 
international gatherings, such 
as international congresses or 
a High Council (to elect a new 
world leader), a mixture of skin 
colours, cultures and languages 
are apparent, characterised by 
a viewpoint that is remarkably 
similar and a commitment to a 
common belief and purpose. 
Here there is oneness of mind 
and spirit, and a sense of equality 
and brotherhood. Not only do 
Salvationists subscribe to the 
same doctrine, they share a great 
mission and a vision of a world 
redeemed by the love of God. 

UNIQUE COMMUNITY
I have experienced first-hand 
this unique sense of oneness 
and brotherhood which binds 
Salvationists regardless of race or 
culture.

For a number of years I was 
given the task of producing 
the Army’s Self Denial Appeal 
promotional video for countries 
in the Western South Pacific 
and found myself being hosted 
by Salvationists in a number of 
countries around the world. I 
was overwhelmed by the unique 
sense of brotherhood and 
collegiality I experienced when 
visiting these countries. 

In supporting Australian 
federation in the 1897 Christmas 
War Cry, The Salvation Army was 

ABOVE: The cover of the 1897 Christmas War Cry that was 
used to promote the push toward federation in Australia.

reinforcing the mindset to which 
William Booth had come. Writing 
to his son-in-law, Frederick 
Booth-Tucker, in India, Booth 
stated, “In order to conquer you 
must stoop, becoming with the 
apostle Paul all things to all men 
... to the Indians you must be 
Indians ... Go to the Indians as a 
brother, which indeed you are, 
and show the love which none 
can doubt you feel.”

When Paul urged the 
Corinthians to “become all 
things to all men that they may 
by all means save some”, he 
probably had no concept of an 
international Salvation Army that 
would encircle the world almost 
2000 years later with the good 
news of God’s love. 

In the late 1890s, Australia 
was in the grip of federation 
fever as its separate 
colonies, which had 

developed independently since 
European settlement, explored 
the possibility of nationhood. 

Among the most vocal 
supporters of federation was The 
Salvation Amy, through its official 
publication, War Cry. The Army 
saw in federation something of 
the all-inclusive concept of the 
Bible, where we are “all one in 
Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28 NLT).

The cover of the Christmas 
issue of War Cry for 1897 
depicted a multi-racial group 
holding The Salvation Army 
flag. The accompanying article 
suggested that “in the midst of 
the colonies there has been for 
many years a living object lesson 
in federation. The Salvation Army 
is the embodiment of it.”

War Cry was referring 
to the quickly expanding 
internationalism of the Amy, 
which by 1897 saw it at work in 
Europe, the United States, South 
America, Australia, New Zealand, 
Sri Lanka and Africa.

IN 1897, THE SALVATION ARMY WAS TO USE ITS CENTRAL PUBLICATION, 
WAR CRY, TO SUPPORT NOT ONLY THE MESSAGE OF GOODWILL TO 

ALL MEN, BUT ALSO THE DRIVE TOWARD A FEDERATED AUSTRALIA

• • •

words MAJOR DAVID WOODBURY

Unlocking the Army’s Archives
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Big Hero 6

W ondering what you’ll be 
doing Boxing Day this year? 
Let me answer that question 
with another one – have you 

got boys? Then you’ll probably be joining 
me in the queue for Big Hero 6. Twenty 
minutes into the preview and I could already 
hear them in my head endlessly repeating 
Baymax’s “Fur-ry … baby!”

Backtrack a little ... fill in the plot holes ...
Big Hero 6 is a Disney fantasy set in the 

mish-mash city of San Frantokyo where the 
Golden Gate Bridge has Mandarin merlons 
and the streets are lined with cherry trees as 
well as trams. Hiro Hamada is a 14-year-old 
tech genius who is inspired by his brother 
Tadashi’s work in robotics. But when his 
brother is killed in an explosion he becomes depressed and 
withdrawn. 

However, one day, literally kicking around his brother’s 
old room, he activates Tadashi’s last creation, an inflatable 
carer called Baymax. Hiro decides to adapt Baymax so 
this pudgy robot can help him track down and destroy the 
shadowy figure he believes is responsible for his brother’s 
death. But Baymax ends up serving more of his original 
healing purpose as he helps the boy come to terms with his 
tragic loss.

Big Hero 6 is rocket-powered fun with a payload of cool 
characters and quotable laughs. In some respects its familiar 
territory for kids movies – a young boy whose inventiveness 
is the key to him becoming far more than anybody suspects. 

However, in a couple of respects it’s fresh territory for 
Disney. Hiro and Tadashi are distinctly Eurasian characters 
from a household strongly influenced by their Asian 

background. More importantly though, at 
least from a Christian point of view, is Big 
Hero 6’s attempt to help young children 
deal with death.

This film comes straight from the stable 
that provided us with Wreck It Ralph, a 
commendable film that taught kids to value 
characters who struggle with disabilities. 
Big Hero 6 is just as well intentioned and 
moving when it deals with Hiro’s loss.

It begins by acknowledging the reality of 
our hero’s pain and the additional hurt that 
can come from glib responses:

Hiro:  People keep saying Tadashi’s not 
really gone ... as long as we remember him. 
It still hurts. 

I’m glad that a film has finally taken to 
task this particular piece of nonsensical "commonsense". 
Death is painful exactly because our loved ones are no 
longer there. Pretending otherwise just minimises real 
suffering.

However, rather than look for an answer beyond death, 
Big Hero 6 advises Hiro to look back to the friends he still 
has. It’s helpful but only a temporary solution.

After all, those friends will one day leave us too, if we 
don’t leave them first.

The answer to death is certainly to be found in 
relationship, but not the human ones Big Hero 6 suggests.

It’s worth reminding our kids even as they’re enjoying the 
fun that the only relationship the grave can’t touch is our one 
with Jesus.

And if our family and friends also have a relationship with 
the one Person who has conquered death, we can look 
beyond our sadness to the happy day we’ll see them again.

RATING: PG  RELEASE DATE: 26 December
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vision of transforming a self-centred figure 
who looked, “... more like a grocer than a 
burglar,” into a mature servant. The final 
chapters around which Jackson has built 
his tale actually focus on Bilbo making his 
biggest gain of all. Bilbo has become so 
certain of what he believes in that he is 
prepared to sacrifice even his friendships 
to do what is both necessary and right. It’s 
character not conflict, service not success 
the author aims for.

However, in The Battle of the Five 
Armies Gandalf summons the forces of 
the West to war with the cry, “Listen to me! 
Darkness will be upon us ... You have but 
one question to answer, how shall this day 
end?”

This is a call the secular world is very familiar with: to fight 
until our strength secures the future we desire. But Tolkien 
the Christian had a different understanding of that ultimate 
battle. Years later, Gandalf and Bilbo are discussing his 
unexpected journey and our little hero suggests that fulfilled 
prophecies are really just the reflections of an individual’s 
efforts. But the wizard cautions him not to be vain: “You don’t 
suppose, do you, that all your adventures and escapes were 
managed by mere luck, just for your sole benefit? You are a 
very fine person, Mr Baggins, and I am very fond of you; but 
you are only quite a little fellow in a wide world after all.”

The Battle of the Five Armies is a spectacle that’s not to 
be missed, but what it misses is the author’s intention. 

In the end we are not the heroes who reshape the world 
but the ones charged with doing the right thing in our little 
corner of it. And if we dedicated ourselves to that, we will 
find ourselves happily part of Someone Else’s greater plan.

T he Hobbit: The Battle of the 
Five Armies is being pitched by 
its distributors as, "the defining 

moment of the Middle Earth legend," – and 
I’m afraid they may be right.

Based on JRR Tolkien’s best-selling book, 
The Battle of the Five Armies is the third 
and final instalment in a trilogy nine years 
in the making. Bilbo and the company of 
13 dwarves led by Thorin Oakenshield have 
reclaimed The Lonely Mountain. The terrible 
dragon Smaug has been dispatched by the 
deft aim of Laketown favourite Bard. But that 
doesn’t mean this company of adventurers 
is free and clear. 

Armies are converging on the mountain 
stronghold – dwarves, elves, men, some 
looking for recompense, others revenge – and Thorin is 
determined not to bow to their demands. But only Gandalf 
the wizard knows that Sauron the dark lord has returned 
in the form of the shadowy Necromancer. He is about to 
unleash a tidal wave of orcs, goblins, vampire bats and wargs 
on the free peoples and usher in a new dark age. Unless, that 
is, they can surrender their enmities and unite.

The Battle of the Five Armies is the very definition of epic. 
Director Peter Jackson says his editing schedule currently 
runs at 22 hours a day and the film he hopes to deliver 
is action driven. But will the real story be swamped by a 
160-minute wave of swords, slingstones and arrows?

What was a single-focus adventure for readers has 
collected more storylines than an orc has fleas. But 
somewhere underneath this mountain of additions is the 
loneliest character of all – Bilbo.

When Tolkien wrote The Hobbit he set out with a clear 

RATING: M   RELEASE DATE: 26 December

The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies
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Streets, parks, halls and even 
a showground were places where 
the The Salvation Army’s Australia 

Eastern Territorial Mobile Mission team 
were given opportunities to spread the 
gospel message during its recent visits to the 
southern NSW towns of Moss Vale, Bowral 
and Batemans Bay. 

God does not believe in use-by dates 
for people in his service, and that was amply 
shown when 70 energetic, enthusiastic 
senior Salvationists and friends from many 
parts of NSW and Queensland – the 
majority with caravans and motorhomes 
– responded to Jesus’ great commission to 
“go”.

Over two weekends, the mission team 
testified about Jesus’ transforming power via 
music, song and spoken word.

First stop was at a Moss Vale caravan 
park where management invited the group 
to deliver its message to the residents. There 
were also outreaches in a town park and a 
shopping centre at nearby Bowral, followed 
by the Sunday praise and worship service at 
Bowral Salvation Army. 

Mission leader Noel Druery fell ill while 
in Bowral and had to return home and to 
hospital, where he was disagnosed with 
inoperable advanced cancer. 

This was devastating news to all, and 
constant prayer followed for the remainder 
of the mission trip for the Druery family. 
The “mission family” bonded after the 
setback, realising more than ever that they 

Mobile mission spreads gospel in southern NSW

all needed the support of each other while 
continuing to reach out to the communities. 

At Batemans Bay on the final day of the 
mission Noel, via a phone hook-up from his 
hospital bed, asked the band to accompany 
two members of the songster brigade 
singing My Tribute – to God be the glory. 

The mission team was now led by 
Wayne Koivu, who with wife Pam had only 
just assumed the role of mission chaplains. 
They have taken over from Majors Stan and 
Connie Hindle who were presented with a 
framed certificate for 10 years of service. 

Sectional leaders were Avenel Gray 
(band), Lenore Whittaker (songsters), 

f r o m  t h e  c o a l fa c e

ABOVE: Territorial Mobile Mission songster leader Lenore Whittaker, Batemans Bay 
Corps Officer Roscoe Holland, mission bandmaster Avenel Gray, and mission timbrel 

brigade leader Rhonda Dunkley. 

Tarrawanna Corps this year 
stepped up its involvement in the 
popular Spring Into Corrimal 

festival as part of its commitment to 
strengthening links to the community in 
Wollongong’s northern suburbs.

The corps officers, Captains Matt and 
Emma Moore, organised a Community 
Mission Day as part of the festival. A special 
morning service was held in conjunction 
with running a stall at the festival, which 
this year drew more than 47,000 people. 

“Our regular Sunday morning worship 
service was less formal than normal and 
special attention was given to praying and 
thanking God for our community and our 
leaders,” said Captain Matt.     

“The specific purpose of the Community 
Mission Day is to pray for our community 
as well as to engage with it.”  

Tarrawanna Corps have run a stall at the 
festival for many years, but this time they 
added water and got a great response.

“We usually host a simple stall where 
we give out Kidzone magazines, stickers 
and balloons, as well as any other promo 
material. But this year we wanted to do 
something different,” said Captain Matt. 
“We wanted to make sure that we stood out 
just that little bit more. So in addition to 
our regular items we also gave away bottled 
water with the label ‘Thank God for Water’.

“We also made 500 units of homemade 
playdough and packaged it up really nice 
with the verse from Jeremiah 18:6 written 

Tarrawanna adds water to community mix

on the box. We also had temporary tattoos, 
pen lights, wooden figurines, e-plus pens, 
Chupa Chups, as well as promotional flyers.  

“The water bottles were greatly 
appreciated as it was a very hot day, and the 
playdough and lollipops were popular items 
with the kids.

“It was truly a wonderful spring 
day. And we want to thank God for the 
conversations that were had, and the impact 
that he is making on our community.”

Captain Matt said he would also like 

f r o m  t h e  c o a l fa c e

to acknowledge the increasing community 
links that are being forged in the Illawarra 
region.

“There's great work happening through 
Wollongong and Shellharbour corps, the 
Foundery Café at Port Kembla, Café Essay 
in Wollongong, The First Floor Program, 
Employment Plus, Salvos Stores, the 
Woonona Family Store as well as all those 
who volunteer their service towards helping 
people to find freedom. As one Army we 
can transform our communities,” he said.

ABOVE: Tarrawanna Corps members Elisha Hudson (left) and Kay Cox and the many 
bottles of water that were distributed at the Spring Into Corrimal festival.

For the sixth year in a row, The 
Salvation Army ran a stall at Sydney’s 

Mind Body Spirit Festival with one 
intention – to offer Jesus.  

More than 60,000 people searching 
for spiritual meaning attended the festival, 
which was held from 23-26 October at 
Sydney Olympic Park.

“We were going into the festival as The 
Salvation Army, not disguising ourselves 
as anyone else,” said Lieutenant Christian 
White, the Glebe Salvation Army corps 
officer and organiser of this year’s stall.

“We were simply just there, praying 
with people, listening to people, sharing our 
stories and just being available to what it 
was God wanted us to say to people.”  

More than 200 stalls offered a variety 

Salvos offer more than festival spirit Gates’ help Burrangiri celebrate 25 years 

to those who passed by, but found many 
approached them freely once they saw The 
Salvation Army sign.

“A number of clairvoyants and psychics 
who watched the Salvation Army team over 
the four days came for prayer,” said Lieut 
White.

“In the last moment, when the pack-
down had started, a psychic came to the tent 
and received Christ as Lord, the first step in 
a journey to discover faith.

“People say ‘no-one really wants the 
gospel’ – well, maybe you have to look past 
the people who don't want it and look to 
the people who do. 

“People are looking for a powerful, 
living God. God isn’t dead!” 

- Katherine Franks

Majors Don and Isabel Gates  
were among the special guests at 

the 25th anniversary celebrations of The 
Salvation Army’s Burrangiri Aged Care 
Plus centre in Canberra.

Supported by the ACT Health 
Department, Burrangiri officially opened 
in 1989 to provide respite and day care for 
the elderly spouses/parents of people who 
had been admitted to nearby Woden Valley 
Hospital. 

“Isabel and I were  privileged to 

of interests such as meditation, yoga, herbal 
supplements, organic health, body therapies, 
psychic readings, crystals, life coaching and 
spiritual healing. 

The Salvation Army's stall kept it 
simple, offering conversation and prayer. 

“We must have prayed for over 150 
people,” said Lieut White.

“We were not there to sell gimmicks or 
just offer prophesy or healing. The spirit of 
God is greater in us than that of the psychic 
or the witch. And over the weekend I saw a 
woman healed, I saw 12 people saved and I 
saw heaps of other people directed back to 
Jesus who were once in The Salvation Army 
or from a Christian faith.” 

The Salvation Army's team of 24, from 
various corps, intended to reached out 

Rhonda Dunkley (timbrels) and Trevor 
Williams (male voices).

While at Batemans Bay the musical 
groups were again asked to perform at a 
caravan park as well as at a caravan and 
4WD show to an audience of hundreds. 
Major Mavis Humphreys and the mobile 
mission team led the Sunday praise and 
worship service at Batemans Bay corps. 

Many contacts were made throughout 
the mission, with people being invited to 
attend local corps. Requests are continuing 
to be received for the mobile mission to visit 
corps and communities.

– Kevin Elsley 

found this service for The Salvation Army, 
arriving in Canberra in December 1988 to 
commence this delightful task,” said Major 
Don Gates. “The first resident was admitted 
to the centre in April 1989 and the centre 
was officially opened on 10 August that year.

“It as a privilege for Isabel and I to 
be invited to return for a function to 
commemorate 25 years of the service 
(pictured right). It was lovely to be greeted  
by a number of staff members whom we 
employed during our eight years there.”

WANT TO HAVE YOUR SAY ABOUT PIPELINE? THEN TAKE THE PIPELINE SURVEY AT:  

MYSALVOS.ORG.AU/PIPELINESURVEY

💻

4848 pipeline 12/2014  49



local news local news
f r o m  t h e  c o a l fa c e f r o m  t h e  c o a l fa c e

As The Salvation Army celebrates ministry of 150 
years, a renewed interest in its history is developing among 

Salvationists and friends.
The romance of the early Army and the Holy Spirit-inspired 

enthusiasm is being recalled and celebrated. Central to the recording, 
preservation and promotion of its history is The Salvation Army 
Australia Eastern Territory Historical Society. 

Among other things, the society exists to create and promote 
interest in the history of The Salvation Army, encourage the 
donation of information and/or materials which may have historical 
value, aid in the compilation and preservation of such information 
and materials and encourage displays pertaining to Salvation Army 
history.

Following the annual general meeting of the Sydney chapter, a 
new leadership team was elected in a meeting chaired by the Chief 
Secretary, Colonel Richard Munn.

The following office bearers were elected – President: Major 
David Woodbury; Vice President: Dennis Garland; Treasurer: Major 
Joy Goodacre; Secretary: Dianne Cameron; Members at Large: 
Lieut-Colonel John Hodge, Ron Inglis, Major Steven O'Neil, 
Alison Briggs; Ex officio member: Major Reta Brown.

The society maintains two chapters, one in Sydney and one in 
Brisbane, who meet regularly to not only fulfil their roles but also to 
hear qualified speakers.

Historical Society looks to the future

local news
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ABOVE: New historical society president Major David Woodbury 
(right) with Lieut-Colonel John Hodge.

More than 70 people took part in 
Miranda Corps’ fourth annual Big 50 Walk 
for Joytown on 25 October. 

Participants had a choice of completing either 
a 50km walk, a 25km walk or a 5km family event, 
following a course in Sydney’s Sutherland Shire. 

So far, more than $6000 has been raised, which will 
go towards The Salvation Army’s Joytown Children’s 
Home in Kenya. 

“There is a series of small to medium projects over 
the coming months and years that we’re working on 
with Joytown and the Salvation Army International 
Development office (SAID),” said Miranda Corps 
Officer Lieutenant Brad McIver. 

The Big 50 Walk is strongly supported by the 
community, with around three-quarters of the 
participants not part of the Miranda Corps. Most of the 
participants were from local walking clubs and gyms, as 
well as a team from the local Westpac branch that the 
corps has a good relationship with. 

The walkers created a lot of public interest as they 
completed their courses, which ran through shopping 
centres and along the foreshore of Cronulla beach.

Lieut McIver said part of the success of the 
walkathon is that it connects with the lifestyle of the 
community. “To come up with the event like the Big 50 
Walk for Joytown, which taps into the active lifestyle of 

Miranda’s big walk for a big cause

local news
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ABOVE: Participants ready to set off in the Big 50 Walk for Joytown. 

our local community, is obviously going to be a winner.”
Miranda Corps member Bec Cundasamy, a 

volunteer organiser of the Big 50 Walk for Joytown 
since it began, has a lot of pride in her church.

“I feel very proud of this event. The fact that people 
from our church have gone and told their family and 
friends that this money will genuinely make a difference 
is fantastic. We can show people what the money they 
donate and raise is spent on,” she said. 

Miranda Corps members were heavily involved in 
many ways on the day, with people manning pit stops 
along the walk, running a barbeque at the corps and 
providing activities for the younger children who were 
eagerly waiting for their families to cross the finish line. 

Lieut McIver said their church would like to 
encourage other corps to find ways to connect with their 
community. 

“It’s about our heart and passion for the kids at 
Joytown and the fact that our community understands. 
They understand why we’re passionate about those 
things and that we’re motivated by our relationships 
with Christ,” he said. 

The corps sends a mission team to Joytown every 
second year. Joytown Children’s Home is located in 
Thika, just outside of Kenya’s capital city of Nairobi,  
and is home to about 300 physically disabled children.  

-Nathalia Rickwood

Anyone interested in the history of The Salvation Army in 
Australia and who wants to help the society in its objectives, may 
apply for membership by contacting Dianne Cameron (email:  
di-cameron@aue.salvationarmy.org) or Garth Hentzschel (email: 
ghentzschel@chc.edu.au).

The Centenary Corps in Brisbane 
hosted its first Operation Christmas 

Child shoebox drop-off on Sunday 26 
October. 

An initiative of international Christian 
relief organisation Samaritan’s Purse, the 
shoebox drop-off was part of Centenary's 

Centenary supports shoebox project

ABOVE: Centenary Corps members with just some of the shoeboxes for 
children in Developing countries.

2pm. Each year, hundreds of thousands of 
shoeboxes are collected all over Australia 
and distributed throughout south-east Asia 
and the South Pacific. 

The corps hosted various activities as 
part of the event, including a barbecue, face 
painting, coffee and children’s activities. 

“Our corps wanted to engage with and 
serve the community as well as support 
an overseas mission for children as we 
approached Christmas,” said Captain Derek 
Whitehouse, Centenary Corps Officer. 
“Partnering with Operation Christmas 
Child gave us an opportunity to do both.” 

Captain Whitehouse said he was 
pleased with the corps’ response and 
planned to build on it next year.

“We will continue to promote OCC in 
our community through churches, school 
chaplains, banners and Facebook, and we'll 
will advertise on our website again. 

“At our next Service Sunday, which will 
be the community Christmas carols on 7 
December, we will thank the community 
for their donations and support and update 
them on how many boxes were collected. 

“Our Service Sundays are going well 
and we are looking at increasing them next 
year. They offer a different way to worship.” 

Go to: operationchristmaschild.org.au

quarterly “Service Sunday” events when 
community service projects replace meetings 
for that day. 

Families from across the Centenary 
region, made up of 10 suburbs in Brisbane's 
south, dropped off 75 shoeboxes, filled with 
small gifts for children, between 10am and 
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The Salvation Army has set up a National Professional 
Standards Council in response to the Royal Commission into 

Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.
Both the Australia Eastern and the Australia Southern 

territories have agreed to jointly convene the council, which will 
meet quarterly.

The Australia Eastern Territory came under the Royal 
Commission spotlight earlier this year with two major hearings.

“The formation of the council is to ensure that abuse such as 
occurred in the children’s homes run by The Salvation Army in 
Australia pre-1990s should never happen again,” said the Australia 
Eastern Territorial Commander, Commissioner James Condon, 
who has been appointed by the world leader of The Salvation Army, 
General André Cox, as the inaugural chairman of the council.

The council's purpose is to: 
• Provide a national perspective in respect to all matters pertaining 

to issues of child sexual abuse and all other forms of abuse. 
• Co-ordinate a national approach to the development of policies, 

principles, procedures and other resources necessary to promote 
ministry and service practices for children,vulnerable adults and 
all people accessing Salvation Army services. 

• Work to provide a world’s best practice response to allegations 
of abuse. 

• Co-ordinate the response to the Royal Commission and various 

Standards council formed in response to Royal Commission 

local news
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RIGHT: Special guest 
Colonels Janet and 

Richard Munn 
listen to Major 

Rosemary Darby 
reflecting on her 

time at Gold Coast 
Temple.

BELOW:  Bill 
Scotney cuts the 
aniversary cake 

marking 20 years 
of Gold Coast 

Temple Corps at its 
Southport location.

The Gold Coast Temple Corps, 
together with Still Waters Women’s 
Accommodation Service, celebrated 

the 20th anniversary of its complex over the 
weekend 8-9 November, with a focus on 
giving thanks for the past but focusing on 
the future.

Colonels Richard and Janet Munn, 
Chief Secretary and Training Principal, 
School for Officer Training, were special 
guests for the weekend. South Queensland 
divisional leaders, Majors Mark and Julie 
Campbell, also attended the weekend’s 
events.

The celebrations began with a 
community fun day on the Saturday, 
featuring rides, stalls, an extremely popular 
car wash, sausage sizzle and Devonshire teas. 

Gold Coast Corps Officers, Major 
Heather and Andrew McKeown, with 
special guests, planted a specially designed 
time capsule to be opened at the corps in 
20 years.

At the concert that evening, 
different sections of the corps showcased 
their ministries. The corps band and 
contemporary group Subliminal led worship 
and Colonel Janet Munn gave a short 
devotion.

At the 20-year celebration service on 

Gold Coast celebrates 20 years

Sunday, corps members past and present, 
as well as officers, gathered to praise God 
for the past two decades, and for all that is 
ahead. 

Colonel Richard Munn delivered the 
main message on “God’s heart transplant” 
and Colonel Janet Munn gave a creative 
scripture presentation “Once I was far 
away”. Prayers, testimonies and musical 
items added to the focus on continuing 
God’s work, building on the present and 
growing into the future.

– Simone Worthing

other state-based inquiries into abuse within religious and other 
organisations. 

• Consider and respond to any related matters as it considers 
appropriate.  
“Through the establishment of the national professional 

standards council, we will respond to the issue of child abuse and all 
other forms of abuse in an open, honest and transparent manner,” 
said Commissioner Condon.

 In a separate initiative, a “Roundtable” meeting will be held in 
February to look into the “why” of the issues covered by the Royal 
Commission. This meeting will bring together a group of experts 
in child welfare, criminology, sociology, organisational psychology 
and mental health, as well as people in leadership positions in The 
Salvation Army. 

The “Roundtable” is in response to a comment made by Justice 
Peter McLellan, the Commission Chair, who raised the question of 
why so much sexual abuse occurred in the homes.

Professor Robert Bland (Australian Catholic University) will 
chair the event and later write a report which will be provided to the 
Royal Commission. 

“It is intended that this meeting will present an opportunity 
for honest and thoughtful reflection, for sharing of ideas and 
experiences and for building a consensus about understanding the 
past and ways in which we can move forward,” Professor Bland said. 

Seniors challenged to power on in ministry

Former Salvation Army 
World Secretary for Women’s 
Ministries, Commissioner 

Lyn Pearce, was a guest speaker at 
the Australia Eastern Territorial 
Seniors Fellowship at Batemans Bay 
Corps last month.

Commissioner Pearce spoke from 
the Bible passage, Romans 12:2, and 
based her sermons around the theme, 
Transforming Seniors.

Territorial Seniors Coordinator, 
Envoy Roz Edwards, said fellowship 
delegates were challenged about their 
ministry callings and left feeling 
energised.

“One of the key things she 
[Commissioner Pearce] said was, 
‘God is never finished with us. Any 
use-by dates belong in supermarkets 
... there’s no retirement in ministry’.”

“They [conference delegates] 
really enjoyed the teaching. They felt 
that they grew in the spirit. I had a 
lot of people say that.”

The Army’s William Booth 
Choir was invited to perform during 
the week along with Trevor White, 
who played the role of Jesus in the 
1970s Australian production of Jesus 
Christ Superstar.

Sharing what it was like to 
play the role of Jesus, Trevor then 
sang Gethsemane, a song from the 
production, accompanied by Graeme 
Press. “He just left the crowd numb. 
It was really powerful,” said Envoy 
Edwards.

More than $2300 was raised 

over the week for the territory’s 
rural chaplains. An original LP 
recording of Jesus Christ Superstar was 
auctioned for $150, there was a $300 
anonymous donation and a number 
of other collections.

Among other special guests was 
Captain Mavis Salt, from Aged Care 
Plus Support Services, who shared 
about the Army’s development plan 
for ageing Australians.

Peter Davy, the territory’s Corps 
Based Ministry Development 
Coordinator spoke about 
transforming congregations, then 
Major Geoff Freind, corps officer 
in Morley, Western Australia, was 
invited to share his story of writing 
three books about his ministry work 
for the Army.

“The Lord really challenged him 

ABOVE: 

Commissioner 
Lyn Pearce, 
(left) with 
Envoy Roz 
Edwards 
and Captain 
Mavis Salt.

to write his story about ministry 
and the Lord challenged him 
about this in his 50s,” said Envoy 
Edwards. “Since then, his ministry 
has skyrocketed. He thought he was 
getting ready to slow down. But it’s 
actually taken off.”

By obeying God’s instruction 
to write, Major Freind’s book sales 
have provided medical supplies 
including hospital equipment and an 
ambulance for The Salvation Army’s 
Chikankata Mission in Zambia, 
Central Africa.

Envoy Edwards said many 
seniors were already excited about 
next year’s fellowship which will be 
held in South Queensland from 6-9 
October and will be based around the 
theme of “Seniors on a Mission.” 

- Esther Pinn

Parramatta continues Remembrance Day tradition

The Salvation Army’s Parramatta 
Corps continued a long-running 

tradition by holding a “Remembrance Day” 
service last month.

Corps Officers Majors Alwyn 
and Deborah Robinson invited local 
community leaders to join with the 
corps for its Sunday evening service on 9 
November, to remember those who had 
paid the ultimate sacrifice in conflict and 
others who had served their country in the 
Defence Forces. Among those invited were 
more than 20 special guests representing 
Returned Service Associations and other 
community groups.

The federal and state members for 
Parramatta, Julie Owens and Dr Geoff 
Lee, respectively, both paid tribute to the 
work of The Salvation Army in supporting 
Defence men and women and civilians in 
the various theatres of conflict. 

Retired Major-General Warren Glenny, 
president of the Parramatta/Castle Hill 
RSL Club Group, and Colonel Don Tait, 
Castle Hill RSL Sub Branch president, 
continued their strong support of the 
remembrance service.   

Padre Warren Freeman, Cumberland 
Sub Branch NSAA, led the segment 
on Remembrance Day.  The Salvation 

Army’s Major Brian Watters, previously a 
serviceman, spoke on the subject “Thoughts 
on Armistice Day”, and specific prayers 
were given on the themes of remembrance, 
peace and our Defence Forces. The Ode was 
recited by Rick Anderson, deputy-president 
of Parramatta RSL Sub Branch, and the 
Last Post was played by Warren Stoodley. 
Each of the invited guests then placed floral 
tributes at the place of remembrance.

The message for the evening was 
brought by a previous corps officer at 
Parramatta, Major Edwin Cox, who 
excelled in speaking on the theme of “God, 
Family and Country”. - Ross Duncan
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GOLD COAST TEMPLE CORPS

Major Andrew McKeown accepted three new  
adherents on Sunday 2 November – John Neavan, Ross 

Arnesen and Belinda Shaw.
Major McKeown said all three had worked through significant 

challenges in their lives and were committed to following Jesus as 
they took this next step in their spiritual journeys.

“I am so happy to be an adherent,” said Belinda. “God has 
brought me here and The Salvation Army is my spiritual home.”

TOP: New adherent Belinda Shaw with Majors Heather and 
Andrew McKeown.

ABOVE: (From left to right) Lani Time, assistant manager of Gold 
Coast Recovery Services, Ross Arnesen, John Neavan and Major 
Andrew McKeown.

GOD’S SPORTS ARENA

Envoy Bill Hunter accepted 10 new adherents at The 
Salvation Army’s God’s Sports Arena on Sunday 26 October.

Nine of the new adherents, Alex Carrigg, Wendy Hunter, 
Simone Beesley, Belinda Laffertt, Jarrod Sefton, Mark Cumming, 
Linda Fichtenmayer, James White, James Dean, are either making 

WAGGA WAGGA CORPS

Corps Officer Lieutenant Bindy Lupis enrolled  
brother and sister Jack Armstrong and Emma Handley 

and Major Roslyn Brooks, Northside Corps Officer, enrolled 
her grandson, Hunter Jones, in a special junior soldier enrolment 
service on Sunday 19 October.

“The Wagga Wagga Corps celebrated three amazing young 
people making their junior soldier commitment,” said Lieut Lupis. 

Hunter is a fourth-generation Salvationist following his 
parents, Sharon and Ned Jones, grandmothers Major Brooks and 
Joan Jones, and great-grandmother, Beryl Westcombe. 

“The junior soldiers each prayed about and chose their ‘Big 
Buds’ and it has been great watching those relationships form and 
strengthen,” said Lieut Lupis. “During their enrolment, they stood 
before their church family and declared that they loved Jesus and 
wanted to try and live their lives the way he wanted.” 

TOP: The Wagga Wagga Corps now has three new junior soldiers – 
(from left) Hunter Jones, Jack Armstrong and Emma Handley. 

ABOVE: Four generations of the one family celebrate their 
commitment to God – (from left) Major Ros Brooks, Beryl 

Westcombe, Sharon Jones, Hunter Jones, Ned Jones and Joan Jones.

progress through Brisbane Recovery Services Centre (Moonyah), or 
are graduates from the recovery program there. The 10th adherent is 
Merril Hutton. 

The group was supported by the church community who packed 
the hall to witness Envoy Hunter accept the new adherents.

TOWNSVILLE RIVERWAY MISSION

GOULBURN CORPS

Commissioners James and 
Jan Condon conducted several 

enrolments on Sunday 19 October as 
part of the Northern Hub freedom 
celebrations over that weekend.

Daniel Kandiero was enrolled 
as a senior soldier by Commissioner 
James, while Daniel’s son Mnopa 
Kandiero, Chloe Neilsen and Hunter 
Dale were enrolled as junior soldiers 
by Commissioner Jan. 

“During my last visit, Daniel 
had spoken to me about his spiritual 
journey and how he felt God was 
leading him to be a Salvation 
Army soldier,” said Major Kelvin 
Pethybridge, Central and North 

ABOVE LEFT: Commissioner James Condon with the Kandiero family.

LEFT: Commissioner Jan Condon enrols junior soldiers Hunter  
Dale, Mnopa Kandiero and Chloe Neilsen.

LEFT: Carol 
Carpenter with 
her Soldier’s 
Covenant, 
supported by 
Majors Kaye 
and Peter 
Townsend. 
Stephen Mills is 
holding the flag.

Queensland Divisional Commander.
“We spoke about this at length 

and about God’s leading in his 
life and it was a joy to see Daniel 
enrolled as a soldier and his son, 
Mnopa, as a junior soldier.”

Hunter and his family began 
attending the mission earlier this 
year. Chloe is the eldest of four 
children and loves reading her Bible.

“If we are going to be a Salvation 
Army we need soldiers,” said Major 
Pethybridge. “We need people to 
find that The Salvation Army is, at 
its heart, a cause. “Therefore, the 
challenge is to get people to step up 
and sign up!”

Carol Carpenter “came home” to senior 
soldiership in The Salvation Army, in response to 

God’s prompting, at Goulburn last month.
Corps Officers Majors Peter and Kaye Townsend 

presided over the ceremony as Carol made a 
recommitment to soldiership. 

In her testimony, she thanked God that by his grace 
she was “clean and paid for” - a phrase often used by her 
mother - and for the support she has received from the 
Goulburn Corps family in her spiritual journey. 

Service honours McGuigans’ 22 years of officership

More than 100 people packed The Salvation 
Army’s Maroochydore Corps on Sunday 16 

November for the retirement service of Majors Dennis 
and Sue McGuigan. 

The lively service, which was conducted by the 
Army’s South Queensland divisional leaders Majors 
Mark and Julie Campbell, included testimonies from the 
McGuigans.

They both spoke of “the incredible God we serve, who 
is the same yesterday, today and forever, and has never let 
us down in 22 years of ministry”. 

The McGuigans said they would be looking for new 
challenges in retirement and to “get on board with what 
the Lord is doing in our community”.

LEFT: Majors 
Dennis and 
Sue McGuigan 
with South 
Queensland 
divisional 
leaders Majors 
Mark and Julie 
Campbell.
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General in Finland 

General André Cox and Commissioner Silvia 
Cox (World President of Women’s Ministries) 

were special guests as The Salvation Army in Finland 
celebrated its 125th anniversary last month. 

The major celebration took place on Sunday morning 
at the newly renovated Temple Hall, home to the first corps 
in Finland. The meeting also included the unveiling of a 
commemorative plaque in memory of Finnish Salvation 
Army General Jarl Wahlstrom. 

The anniversary weekend also included the 
commissioning and ordination of cadets, where Territorial 
Commander Colonel Johnny Kleman commissioned two 
new officers. 

Before travelling to Helsinki, the General and 
Commissioner Cox spent time inspecting the work of The 
Salvation Army in its Estonia Region. 

Kenya East visit

The Salvation Army’s Chief of the Staff, 
Commissioner William Roberts, and Commissioner 

Nancy Roberts (World Secretary for Women’s Ministries) 
were guest leaders for the Kenya East Territory’s 
commissioning celebrations in Nairobi last month.

The 36 cadets of the Heralds of Grace session, after being 
commissioned as lieutenants, were challenged by the Chief 
to remember the promises made in their officers covenant 
and always to be “blood and fire” officers. The commissioning 
service was held at the Army’s Thika High 

School for the Blind. 
During their time in the territory, the Chief and 

Commissioner Roberts also visited territorial headquarters, 
where they participated in morning devotions, and witnessed 
the work being carried out at Nairobi Girls’ Training Centre 
and Kibera Corps and Primary School.

Burundians commissioned 

A special weekend for The Salvation Army’s 
Rwanda and Burundi Command saw eight new 

officers take up their appointments, including the first two 
commissioned from Burundi. 

Special guest for the weekend was Commissioner Clive 
Adams (Territorial Commander, United Kingdom Territory 
with the Republic of Ireland). 

Commissioning day began with a march-past and salute 
in the Rwandan capital Kigali, featuring music from Kenya’s 
Nairobi Central Band. 

The cadets of the Heralds of Grace session then marched 
into the meeting, encouraged by a packed hall with more 
than 500 people present.

In his Bible message, Commissioner Adams emphasised 
the need for God’s grace in a suffering world and encouraged 
the congregation to be real heralds of grace wherever they  
go. Many accepted the invitation to come forward to the 
mercy seat.

Ebola crisis stretching Salvation Army’s resources

LINDA: Can you please provide an overview of the situation in 
Liberia? 

MAJOR AMPONSAH: The Ebola outbreak was the first of its kind 
and many people didn’t take precautions. They didn’t think it would 
last – that it would go away. Liberia was not prepared; protective 
measures had not been put in place and the virus started killing 
people. Locals say that 4000 people have died in Liberia. There are 
many uncertainties. The radio news says numbers are decreasing 
but other sources say Ebola is still killing people and people are still 
being admitted to clinics. A number of parents have died, leaving 
their children as orphans and alone in homes. There is no-one to 
care for them and they are very afraid. People live in fear, afraid of 
contracting the virus. The Salvation Army is going into the hardest-
hit communities to distribute food items. 
 
Q: Is the situation similar in Sierra Leone, where The Salvation Army 
also has a presence?

A: When the crisis began in Sierra Leone the government required 
people to stay indoors for three days. No contact between people 
made a difference to the spread of the disease. Liberia didn’t have 
the same quarantine at the beginning and that’s why the death toll 
is high in Liberia. 

Q: What are the difficulties you have faced in responding to the 
epidemic?

A: There are highly infected communities where no-one will go 
because of fear of contracting the sickness. Some communities are 
not open for people to respond. The need is great and our resources 
are limited. We rely on what is provided by the international 
Salvation Army.

Q: What support do you need from the international Salvation Army?

A: Food distribution and food items appear to be the major issues 
now because of the restrictions in movement of people and vehicles. 
We need support to fund the distribution of food. Sometimes we 
have to travel distances to get better prices.
 
Q: What support is the Army currently offering?

A: At the beginning we offered preventative materials like 
sanitisers to kill the virus. Now our attention is focused on food 
and preventative garments for people working in clinics. It’s not 
only The Salvation Army distributing food – other agencies and 
non-governmental organisations also are because of the demand. 
Naturally, when there is demand, prices go up. Also, because of 
Ebola the influx of food is not easy. Before Ebola, a 25kg bag of rice 
sold for US$29. It sells now for US$40. Prices for almost everything 
have doubled.

Q: Can you share a story of individuals or families affected to help us 
better understand the gravity of the situation?

A: The corps sergeant major in Monrovia (the capital of Liberia) 
contracted the disease and passed away in October. He was the 
principal of The Salvation Army’s William Booth High School and 
an outstanding leader. This has devastated Salvationists. His wife, 
mother and young children have been quarantined in their house 
for 21 days and The Salvation Army keeps in touch with them by 
phone every hour. Three weeks before he knew he was sick he visited 
the education office at command headquarters. There is always a 
concern when people come here. We never know where they have 
been or if they have been touched by people infected with Ebola.

Q: How has the epidemic impacted Salvation Army staff and 
volunteers?

A: Teachers from our 15 schools that are closed have provided health 
education. They are paid from school fees and when schools are 
closed they are affected. They have not been paid since August and 
the government doesn’t anticipate schools to reopen until January, 
provided Ebola ends. We have a clinic that is closed. Workers have 
been without salary for three months. 

Q: What will be The Salvation Army’s role moving forward?

A: Many of the people who died have left behind children, meaning 
that large numbers are orphaned. These children will need to go 
to school and be helped with their basic welfare needs. We will 
organise assessments and responses when the outbreak is over. Many 
communities need food items. We anticipate the need to be long-
term and we will need support from our International Headquarters. 
We continue to attend United Nations meetings to discuss areas 
that need great attention. The Salvation Army continues to 
distribute food and protective materials. We will look at how best 
to support orphans and hope to provide antibiotics to community 
clinics. 

Q: How would you ask Salvationists and friends to pray for Liberia?

A: Pray that the people won’t contract the disease. Pray that the 
mindset of rural folks shifts so they understand the magnitude of 
the disease and put in place preventative measures. Pray for those 
affected – that the Lord will heal them. Pray for orphans and many 
families who have lost loved ones. Pray for our friends and partners. 
Pray for command headquarters and for protection in the midst of 
calamity. Don’t forget about us!
 

Donations to The Salvation Army’s ongoing disaster relief work in 
Africa can be made online at: secure20.salvationarmy.org/donation.
jsp?projectId=IHQ-Africa_Fund

MAJOR SAMUEL AMPONSAH, A SALVATION ARMY OFFICER FROM GHANA, IS 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE ARMY’S LIBERIA COMMAND. HE SPOKE TO LINDA 
LEIGH, A STAFF WRITER FROM THE CANADA AND BERMUDA TERRITORY, ABOUT 

THE SALVATION ARMY’S ONGOING RESPONSE TO THE EBOLA EPIDEMIC

ABOVE: People flock to the distribution centres where food and water 
is being handed out. BELOW LEFT:  A volunteer in protective clothing 
sprays an area outside one of the hospitals.
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grandchildren Stacey, Courtney, Casey and 
Kieran. John was a devoted husband, father 
and grandfather. He was always able to find 
time for his family no matter how busy he 
was. He constantly provided encouragement 
and praise for their achievements.

John was a true Christian gentleman 
whose life was a reflection of his love for 
God and desire to follow Christ.

This love was shared with all who had 
the privilege of meeting him.

A GREAT ENCOURAGER

Envoy Mick 
Gilbert OAM was 
promoted to glory 

on 19 August, aged 91.  
Mick’s burial service 

was led by Auxiliary-
Captain Terry Cantrill (brother-in-law) on 
25 August at Norwood Park Cemetery in 
Canberra. The service concluded with the 
Sailor’s Prayer. 

A thanksgiving service for the life of 
Mick followed at Canberra City Corps, led 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Don Woodland. 
Marie Hillier gave the corps tribute, Dennis 
Garland (brother-in-law) brought a tribute 
on behalf of the family and Captain Noel 
Payne (corps officer) read Psalm 23. Mick 
had chosen the songs for the services, Great 
is Thy Faithfulness, Because He Lives and A 
Wonderful Saviour is Jesus my Lord. They 
were songs which he had sung on many 
occasions as a vocalist.

Cyril (Mick) George Gilbert was born 
into a family of 11 children in Bridgwater, 
Somerset, England. He grew up in 
Bridgwater and, at the age of 11, Mick came 
into contact with The Salvation Army when 
the band was playing at the town hospital 
that was close to his home. He followed 
the band back to the hall. Mick became a 
Salvation Army soldier at the age of 14 and 
played percussion in the band. 

In 1942, aged 18, Mick volunteered for 

A GODLY STATESMAN

Lieutenant-
Colonel Philip 
Cairns was 

promoted to glory from 
Sydney on 16 July, aged 63.

Following a 
private committal service at Rookwood 
Crematorium, a service of thanksgiving for 
his life and ministry was held at Dulwich 
Hill Corps, led by Major Peter Farthing, 
principal of The Salvation Army’s Booth 
College. 

The congregation sang with great 
conviction songs that had meant a lot to 
Lieut-Colonel Cairns. These included How 
Great Is Our God, O To Be Like You, and And 
Can It Be. Moving tributes were brought by 
David Cairns (brother); Matt Cairns, Lucas 
Cairns and Tamara Cook (children); Caitlin 
and Elijah Cairns (grandchildren); and 
Gareth Lewis (Dulwich Hill Corps). Prayer 
was offered by Major Alan Flemming and 
Rhondda Cook read Psalm 23. A composite 
band of more than 30 players supported the 
service.

Colonel Richard Munn (Chief 
Secretary) presented an officer tribute 
written by Commissioner James Condon 
(Territorial Commander). Lieut-Colonel 
Philip Cairns “was recognised as an 
officer with a variety of skills, a sharp 
mind and with leadership capabilities,” 
Commissioner Condon had written.  
“Hence his appointments at divisional and 
territorial headquarters in significant roles 
in program, pastoral care, further education 
and personnel. The territory and its people 
have been enriched by knowing Phil Cairns 
and being the recipient of his ministry and 
influence. He was a godly man – one could 
say a statesman.”

Major Peter Farthing, in his message, 
asked the questions, “Was God down there 
in the depths with Phil? Did God make 
any difference?” Yes he did. “Was there 
anyone there?” Yes there was. Underneath 
and round about were the Everlasting Arms. 
Phil knew it. His spirit kept being renewed 
even as his body wore out. His hope in 
God was refreshed. His capacity to love in 
Jesus' name never wavered. In St Vincent's 
Hospital he made friends with a Franciscan 
nun. One day she prayed, ‘I thank you for 
the impact Philip has in this hospital.’ Such 
was Phil’s influence on those around him.”

Philip Grant Cairns was born in 
Cairns, Queensland, on 5 February 1951 
to Salvation Army officer parents William 
and Bernice Cairns. After completing 

promoted to glory promoted to glory

his schooling, he studied at the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music, graduating to 
teach high school music for seven years. 

Philip used his musical gifts in many 
ways – as young people’s band leader 
(Dulwich Hill), bandmaster and songster 
leader (Campsie), conductor of the 
Bankstown Youth Orchestra, and a season 
with the Strathfield Light Opera Company. 
He was also renowned for his bass guitar 
playing in many worship ensembles over the 
years. He played bass in the Dulwich Hill 
ensemble only weeks before his promotion 
to glory.

Philip married Janice Manson on 22 
July 1972 in Wellington, New Zealand. 
Their family grew with the arrival of 
Matthew, Lucas and Tamara.

Philip and Jan were accepted to train for 
Salvation Army officership and entered the 
Officer Training College in Sydney on 11 
March 1980. They were cadets in the God’s 
Soldiers session.

Following commissioning in 1982, the 
Cairns’ served as corps officers at Unanderra 
and Grafton, before being appointed to 
the Officer Training College in 1990. 
There, Philip served as education officer 
for six years. During this time his health 
deteriorated to the point where he needed a 
heart transplant which he received in 1994. 

From 1996, Philip served successively 
as territorial pastoral care officer; divisional 
general secretary, and divisional corps 
program secretary/second-in-command, The 
Greater West Division. During these years, 
he continued to study, obtaining a Bachelor 
of Divinity and then a Masters of Theology 
in 1999.

In 2000, the Cairns’ were appointed 
corps officers of Dulwich Hill Corps, with 
Philip receiving an additional appointment 
in 2002 as territorial corps program 
secretary.

In 2004, Philip was appointed principal 
of the Australia Eastern Territory’s College 
of Further Education (later renamed Booth 
College), with additional appointments as 
training principal of the Officer Training 
College and coordinator of education and 
training. He significantly influenced the 
lives of many staff, employees and cadets 
during this time. In 2007, he was appointed 
a corresponding member of the Army’s 
International Doctrine Council (IDC) and 
in 2008 a full member – a position he felt 
privileged to hold.

With promotion to lieut-colonel in 
January 2009, Philip began an appointment 
as territorial secretary for personnel and 
concurrently continued as a full member 

of the IDC. In 2012, he became divisional 
commander of the ACT and South NSW 
Division and this year returned to Sydney 
as territorial secretary for learning and 
development, the Office of the Chief 
Secretary.

Promoted to glory on active service, 
Lieut-Colonel Philip Cairns served as a 
Salvation Army officer for 32 years and six 
months. He was known as “the practical 
theologian” who pursued and understood 
the fine balance between theology and 
practical service.

Philip was ever-grateful to God and the 
donor family for the 20 “extra” years of life 
he was given. This enabled him to continue 
in ministry with Jan, see his three children 
married and to play a meaningful part in the 
lives of his eight grandchildren. We thank 
God for Philip’s godly influence upon his 
family, friends and The Salvation Army and 
say “well done, good and faithful servant”.

A CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN

John Whiteman was 
promoted to glory on 8 
March, aged 82.
Major David Soper 

led the celebration service 
of John’s life, at Miranda 

Corps. The family had prepared the service 
and it included songs such as I Know Thee 
Who Thou Art, It is Well With My Soul and 
O Boundless Salvation. A composite band 
supported the singing.

Major Stan Evans offered prayer, and 
many tributes to John’s life and witness 
were brought by family and friends. A 
euphonium solo, The Priceless Gift, was 
played by Robert O’Brien.

A slide presentation depicting John’s life 
was supported by the song Amazing Grace 
sung by Mandy Williams (daughter). Major 
Soper shared a Bible message with the 
congregation.

John was born to George and Kathleen 
Whiteman on 30 May 1931. Siblings 
Kath, George and Joan soon followed. He 
attended Tempe and Ourimbah public 
schools and Gosford High School. 

The family moved back to Sydney, 
to Yowie Bay, and John undertook an 
apprenticeship as a fitter and turner. After 
completing his apprenticeship, he worked 
with his father as a marine engineer in his 
business “Marine Spares”. John later went 
into partnership with his father and they 
continued in the marine business until they 
“semi-retired” – still working from home 
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undertaking marine conversions and repairs 
to all types of mechanical equipment. John 
was an exceptional mechanical craftsman 
and could make anything given some raw 
materials and a workshop. 

He was an perfectionist, a trait he 
sometimes regarded as a curse. He was 
heard to comment on more than one 
occasion when seeing something done 
badly that he almost envied the person who 
couldn’t tell the difference, but in reality 
he loved doing things well. In their many 
years in business, they never had one piece 
of equipment come back to them because it 
had failed.

John became a soldier of the Newtown 
Corps of The Salvation Army around 
the age of 20. Later, he became the corps 
sergeant major at Newtown, a position he 
held for 17 years. 

It was also at Newtown Corps that John 
met Elaine Kemp and they were married in 
1959. John and Elaine had two children – 
Mark and Mandy – and moved into their 
new house at Worono ra in 1966.

In 1972, John and Elaine transferred to 
The Salvation Army Miranda Corps. John 
served as bandmaster, corps treasurer and 
for many years collected at numerous hotels 
every Friday night. He didn’t just collect 
money; he used his time with the people he 
called his “pub customers” to make friends 
and was always available to talk through any 
problems they had.

Well known for his sense of humour, 
John always had a new “story” to tell, which 
everyone knew was a euphemism for “joke”.

John loved living by the river and 
enjoyed boating, fishing and swimming.

He also dearly loved the property 
they bought at Hargraves (near Mudgee), 
allowing him to get back to a country 
lifestyle similar to that he experienced as a 
child at Tuggerah.

Family holidays at Hargraves were often 
hard work with fencing, clearing, burning 
off, etc., but made enjoyable by being able 
to spend time with his family – especially 

service in the Royal Navy. His time in the 
service brought him to Australia. For a year 
after the war ended, he remained in Sydney 
to help in the rehabilitation of prisoners of 
war, before returning to the UK. 

Mick then migrated back to Australia 
in 1948, where he joined Bankstown Corps 
before moving to the Rockdale Corps. 
While at Rockdale he formed a scout troop, 
commenced a divisional drum and bugle 
band and taught percussion to bandsmen 
at Petersham, Campsie and Dulwich Hill 
corps.

Mick moved to Forbes, NSW, after 
accepting a job as a baker. In 1969, Mick 
then moved to Canberra and joined the 
Canberra City Temple Corps. Shortly after 
arriving at the corps, he met Lyn Cantrill 
and they married in January 1971.

Mick’s involvement in the Canberra 
City Temple Corps was first with the young 
people’s corps and the senior band and 
songsters. Mick and Lyn commenced a 
Sunday school at Higgins Primary School, 
an outpost that later became Belconnen 
Corps. Mick also became involved in The 
Salvation Army’s Emergency Services, 
becoming area coordinator and then 
divisional coordinator.

Mick’s dedication to both The Salvation 
Army and the military was exemplary. 
In 1986, he formed the Royal Navy 
Association Canberra Branch.

When he retired in 1988, he 
commenced the Red Shield Defence 
Services (RSDS) work at the Royal 
Military College Duntroon. He was RSDS 
representative for 10 years. 

For these two areas of volunteer work 
– RSDS and emergency services – Mick 
received the Order of Australia Medal in 
2006. He also received many community 
awards for other areas of service in which he 
was involved.

Mick loved his family and was always a 
supportive husband, father and grandfather. 
He was a great encourager to all he met. 
Mick will be missed by family and friends.
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TIME TO PRAY
30 NOVEMBER – 6 DECEMBER

Tuggeranong Corps, ACT; Tweed Head Corps, Ulladulla Mission, 
Umina Beach Corps, Upper Blue Mountains Corps, all NSW; 
Vocational Training, Booth College, THQ; Commissioning (30).

7-13 DECEMBER

Wagga Wagga Corps, Warringah Place Retirement Village, 
Weeroona Village, Wellington Corps, all NSW, Warwick Corps, 
Qld; Welcome Home Project, THQ.

14-20 DECEMBER

West Wyalong Corps, Westlakes Corps, William Booth Recovery 
Services Centre, Wollongong Corps, all NSW; Woden Valley 
Corps, ACT.

21-27 DECEMBER

Wollongong First Floor Program, Woodport Retirement Village, 
both NSW; Women’s Ministries, THQ; Wynnum Corps, 
Wynnum/Capabala Community Welfare Centre, Yeppoon Mission, 
all Qld; Christmas Day (25); Boxing Day (26).

28 DECEMBER – 3 JANUARY 
Young Corps, Youth and Homelessness Network (Newcastle and 
Central NSW Division), Youthlink, all NSW; Young Hope Out of 
Home Care, THQ; Youth Outreach Service, Qld. 

ENGAGEMENT CALENDAR
COMMISSIONERS JAMES (TERRITORIAL COMMANDER) AND  

JAN CONDON

*Sydney: Tues 2 Dec – Dinner, Reserve Bank of Australia
THQ: Thu 4 Dec – Honoured Friends morning tea
*Melbourne: Fri 5 Dec – National Professional Standards Council
Maroubra: Sat 6 Dec – Maroubra Corps community Christmas lunch
*Sydney: Tues 9 Dec – Woolworths 90th anniversary dinner
Sydney: Thu 11 Dec – THQ Service Recognition morning tea and 
Christmas party
Sydney: Thu 11 Dec – Pride of Australia 2014 National Medal 
Ceremony
Sydney: Sat 20 Dec – Carols in the Domain

*Commissioner James Condon only
#Commissioner Jan Condon only

ABOUT PEOPLE
APPOINTMENTS

Effective 1 March, 2015: Major Bruce Carpenter, Territorial 
Secretary for Business Administration, Caribbean Territory; 
Major Cheryl Carpenter, Territorial Social Secretary, Caribbean 
Territory.

BEREAVED

Major Gary Baker of his mother, Kaye Baker. 

PROMOTED TO GLORY

Lieut-Colonel Wesley Kinder on 2 November; Major Violet 
Harley on 4 November.; Lieut-Colonel John Staite on 7 
November. 

PROMOTIONS

Lieut-Colonel Bruce Carpenter, Lieut-Colonel Cheryl 
Carpenter to that rank, effective 1 March, 2015; Captain Belinda 
Atherton-Northcott, Captain Dean Clutterbuck, Captain 
Rhonda Clutterbuck, Captain Paul Kurth, Captain Bindy Lupis, 
Captain Alice Folan-Foley, Captain Marco Lupis, Captain David 
Grounds, Captain Tara McGuigan, Captain Tahlia Grounds, 
Captain BJ Moulder, Captain Karen Harrison, Captain Rick 
Moulder, Captain Craig Harlum, Captain Jennifer Reeves, 
to that rank, effective 6 December; Captain Katie Harlum, to 
that rank, effective 7 December; Major Phil Staines, to that 
rank, effective 28 October; Major Clayton Spence, Major Lyn 
Cathcart, Major Leanne Spence, Major Elizabeth Garland, 
Major Jennifer Stringer, Major Laura Gittens, Major Craig 
Todd, Major Tim Gittens, Major Donna Todd, Major Michael 
Hogg, Major John Viles, Major Melissa Humphreys, Major 
Nicole Viles, Major Evonne Packer, Major Cathryn Williamson, 
to that rank, effective 12 December.

RETIREMENT

Major Lillian Hodges; Major Alice Fean; Majors Dennis and Sue 
McGuigan, all on 1 January, 2015;  

SCHOOL FOR OFFICER TRAINING

The following people have been accepted for training in the Joyful 
Intercessors Session 2015-2016: Katrina and Michael Hindle, 
Calamvale Corps; Anthony Hunt, Tuggerah Lakes Corps.

STUDY SUCCESS

Major David Eyles will graduate with a Master of Leadership 
(Change Management) in March 2015.
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