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The Gold Coast Temple, a multi-generational corps 
with blended worship, is seeking expressions of 
interest for the position of Corps Bandmaster capable 
to lead the band’s repertoire of both traditional and 
contemporary music. 
 
Please write to: 

Major Dean Clarke,  
PO Box 318  
Southport Qld 4215 
goldcoastsalvos@aue.salvationarmy.org 

 
For more information visit:   
salvos.org.au/goldcoast/ministries/brass-band

Bandmaster 
Wanted
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A life full of
rama

Jamie Rule

Editoria l Counter-cultural life that led to the cross

So much about Christ was counter-cultural, but perhaps 
none more so than the reality that he came to suffer and 
serve. It was counter-cultural back when Jesus walked 
the earth and it remains counter-cultural today.

I was leading a men’s Bible study recently, looking at a 
passage of Scripture in 1 Peter 2:13-23. It explores the theme 
of submission; living as servants of God even in the face of 
suffering.

I’d dedicated considerable time to preparing the study, 
trying to get my head around what the passage was teaching. I 
read and then re-read the Scripture many times, but – and isn’t 
this so often the way God works – it wasn’t until I was actually 
leading the study that I had my “sledgehammer” moment.

Do you know what I’m talking about; that moment when 
God hits you straight between the eyes with his word in a new 
and dramatic way?

The part of the passage I’m referring to is verse 23, when 
Peter recalls the suffering of Jesus on that first Good Friday: 
“When they hurled insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he 
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to 
him who judges justly.”

As Jesus endured the scorn and ridicule of those who 
were demanding his execution, as he suffered the slow torture 
of death by crucifixion, the Son of God, the Creator of the 
universe, chose to humbly submit to the will of the Father. He 
could have called upon all the awesome power at his disposal 
to dish out retribution, but “instead, he entrusted himself to 
him who judges justly”. 

It was a sobering reminder to me, in that moment of self-
examination, of the tremendous power there is in submission to 
God’s will.

Stumbling block
As we celebrate another Easter, the idea that Christ’s suffering 
on the cross was necessary remains a stumbling block to non-
believers. To them it is still a cause for scorn and ridicule. 
Friedrich Nietzsche, the 19th-century German philosopher, in 
dismissing the concept of Christ’s suffering, thundered: “God 
on a cross – preposterous!” 

And yet as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we stand 
firm in the face of this ridicule and readily embrace the cross 
of Christ. It is counter-cultural living that is captured by the 
words of 1 Corinthians 1:18: “For the word of the cross is folly 
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God.”

Easter is a time when we remember that Jesus suffered to 
provide the way to eternal life. It’s a free gift (Romans 6:23) but 
to enjoy the benefits of it you must first receive it. Have you?

Jesus gave his life on that cruel cross to pay for the sins of 
mankind. He died to buy our forgiveness. He rose again, praise 
God, to defeat the power of death once and for all.

It is by his suffering – his counter-cultural living – that the 
greatest gift of all time has been made possible. 

Scott Simpson
Managing Editor



Darkness and light
Every day of creation seemed to be a story of light and joy and 
everything we saw and heard reflected that. But then came 
the reading from Genesis 6:5: “The Lord saw how great man’s 
wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.” 

Oh my! The darkness of the cello accentuated the atrocities 
projected on the screen. Did he draw the photos from the 
holocaust or the Bosnian War along with scenes from crime-
ridden streets of our major cities? The delight of creation was 
replaced by the evil delight on the faces of soldiers and criminals 
with guns trained on their innocent victims.

There was a sense of shame in that room. It was no longer a 
musical concert, a classical program we couldn’t relate to. This 
was fallen creation. This was humanity. How could we ever stoop 
so low? The stark contrast with creation was almost too much to 
bear and then the worst came. Once again the dark music of the 
cello churned your insides and now on the screen was Jesus. The 
pictures from the Passion of the Christ captured the depth of our 
sin. The background music of “O love that will not let me go” 
accentuated the verse. “O cross that liftest up my head, I dare not 
ask to fly from thee; I lay in dust life’s glory dead, and from the 
ground there blossoms red, life that shall endless be.” Now it was 
no longer mankind’s sin, but it was all so very personal – my sin, 
my Saviour, my surrender.  

Then the cruelty stopped – no more flogging, no more bearing 
the cross, no more watching the nail marks or the blood-stained 
face. The cross now stood empty. The final slide moved onto the 
screen – a sunrise.

Almost imperceptibly a new melody emerged. You could hear 
the women humming and then we stood and sang in testimony: 
“He is Lord! He is risen from the dead and he is Lord! Every knee 
shall bow, every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord!” 

Commissioner Linda Bond is Territorial Commander of 
The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory.

The events of the first Easter are 
recorded forever in our Bibles. The 
four gospel writers devote ample 
space to it all.

Matthew’s account (please look it up in 
your Bible and read it for yourself) climaxes 
in his 28th chapter where he describes what 
took place on the day after the Sabbath.

We call that day Sunday. Every Sunday 
is a celebration of resurrection. The Sunday 
after Good Friday, Easter Day, is a great day 
of rejoicing for Christian believers.

It was dawn when the two Marys went 
to look at the tomb where others had laid 
Jesus. There they encountered a Heavenly 
messenger who, because the huge stone 
covering the mouth of the grave had been 
rolled back and because the Roman military 
guards were paralysed with fear, anticipated 
their shocked reaction. “Do not be afraid,” 
they were told.  

Announcing to the women that the Lord 
was risen, the angel invited them to enter the 
tomb and see for themselves. They did so 
and at once returned to the other disciples to 
report their extraordinary encounter. What 
a wonderful privilege for these two women! 
They were the first to see and enter the empty 
tomb of Jesus and the first to go and tell of it. 

More was to come. As they hurried to 
find and tell the others, suddenly the Risen 
Lord appeared to them. We note again the 
privileged role of women early on that 
Resurrection Morning. This reminds us to 
thank God for all women believers and for 
women who are called to sacred ministry 
roles in the Body of Christ today.

These include thousands of women in 
The Salvation Army who have been called, 
commissioned and ordained to spiritual 
leadership. This Easter they will proclaim 
again faithfully the Resurrection story and 
many will be blessed.

The two Marys fell at the feet of the 
Lord on that first day of the week. Will you? 
Gladly they heard his Resurrection greeting: 
“Do not be afraid.” Do you hear it too? Is 
not your heart reassured? “Go and tell,” he 
commanded them, and they obeyed. Will 
you?

I enfold in my prayers all who read this 
short Easter message. May the crucified 
agony of Jesus, endured for you and me, 
move us to the depths of our being, and may 
the matchless joy of that first Easter day and 
of our Lord’s Resurrection fill us all through 
and through!

Christ is risen! Hallelujah!

General Shaw Clifton
World Leader of
The Salvation Army

The General’s Easter message 2010

The first day  
of the week

A simple night of classical music has brought the reality of Easter home to Commissioner 
LINDA BOND in a profound way

Captivated by the  
Christ of Calvary

The Saturday evening event at Captivated (Women’s 
Bible Conference) in Brisbane was billed as an evening 
of entertainment and testimony. It was a shift from the 
teaching sessions provided by our excellent special guest, 

Carole Bate.
So what was I anticipating? What did others have in mind? I 

think I expected a worship group that would perform and engage 
us in some singing, a group that would appeal to most of us. 
When we entered the auditorium, there were two chairs on the 
platform and a keyboard behind them.

The chairs were for Renat Yusupov and daughter, Diana, both 
cellists. Mum, Hila, would accompany on the keyboard.

Cellists? Classical? Immediately I felt ill at ease. Yes, my kind 
of music but for the 185 women in attendance, what chance was 
there that the high percentage were cello fans?

I should not have worried! What started out as an evening 
of question marks turned out to be my most memorable musical 
experience. But it was more than music. In truth it may be best 
described as an Easter experience.  

The Central Asian family trio called itself SB Grace, for “Saved 
by Grace”. Renat told his story and we realised that SB Grace 
was more than a show name. This notable musician had hit rock 
bottom, lost his family, cried out to God (not Allah, which would 
be natural for him as a Muslim).

Suddenly, he had a vision of Jesus. His life was transformed. 
He came to Australia, connected with a church and through the 
intercession of the congregation, was reunited with his wife and 
daughter. And here they were, ready to tell the story from the 
creation to Calvary. 

And so they started. Renat, seated with his cello, reached 
down, picked up his Bible and read each day’s creation story from  
Genesis 1. No drama in the reading, just a soft, humble voice with 
an Uzbeki accent. Simple but very touching.

As he read, we followed the Scripture on the screen. He put 
the Bible down and then with daughter and wife began to play 
in concert, with slides on the screen describing visually and 
musically the Word.

I am not describing this adequately but what transpired 
during that hour was a blending of piano, cellos, slides and 
reading that engaged the emotions in a most profound way.  
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Noted theologian and former world leader of The Salvation Army 
General FREDERICK COUTTS explores the significance of the 
events in the days and weeks after that first Easter 

Spiritual heights of Ascension Day

While serving in Australia I read one 
morning in the news of a distressing 
accident which had taken place during 
London’s rush hour. To those about me 
who were reading the same paragraph it 
was an item of news. Regrettable, without 
doubt, but one of those things which occur 
all too frequently – and then the next 
news item claimed their attention. But I 
knew the station where the accident had 
occurred. I used to travel on that line. I 
could not help wondering whether any 
of the commuters whom I knew had been 
involved in the disaster. The incident was 
very real and living to me though at the 
moment I was 12,000 miles away. But I 
had been there. I knew.

So far as our earthly struggles are 
concerned Jesus has been here. He has 
passed this way before.

 He knew – and still knows – the way 
we take. And our great High Priest also 
knows how best to help us hold fast our 
profession.

“Because he himself suffered when he 
was tempted, he is able to help those who 
are being tempted” (Hebrews 2:18).

General Frederick Coutts 
(1899-1986) was world leader 
of The Salvation Army from 
1963-1969.

The first disciples of Jesus made a 
remarkable discovery which they 
have passed down to us all. It was 
that the Jesus who had conquered 

death and returned to the Father was the 
same understanding Lord whom they had 
known in Galilee.

As the conversation on the way to 
Emmaus demonstrated, he was the same 
patient teacher, though they themselves 
were still so slow of heart to believe. 

He was always ready to begin at 
square one ”at Moses and all the prophets” 
to explain the significance of recent events 
which had so bewildered them. 

And far from taking exception to their 
dullness, the conversation ended with a 
meal at which he said grace in his own 
well-remembered way.

Restoring morale 
As for Peter, he must also have felt that 
he was being treated far better than he 
deserved.

First of all, Jesus saw him by himself 
(Luke 24:34), then with the eleven (Mark 
16:14) and, to crown all, he shared 
breakfast at the lakeside with the Master 
(John 21: 9-13).

Only Jesus could so gently and yet 
so effectively restore a man’s morale. No 
wonder every one of the disciples ”went 
joyfully back to Jerusalem” (Barclay).

The other cause for their joy was that 
no more would they be separated from 

their Master. There would be no more 
coming and going. There would be no 
more, “in a little while you will see me no 
more, and then after a little while you will 
see me.” 

Delivered from the limitations of space 
and time his word now was: “And surely 
I am with you always.” Whom seeing not, 
they could still love (see 1 Peter 1:8).

We can also share this first-century joy 
- and for several good reasons.

First of all, the ascended Jesus never 
forgot what it was to be man. The 
Ascension does not mean that he laid aside 
that humanity which he assumed when 
he “made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant”.

What he learned by the things he 
suffered he never unlearned. We who are 
his followers can count ourselves blessed 
that he who returned to the Father shared 
our lot, and he who shared our lot is now 
and ever one with the Father.

That God know our needs is now a 
commonplace in Christian teaching. But 
this is doubly true because once it pleased 
God as Man with man to dwell. Before 
that “God was in heaven and you were 
on earth”. Strong was the Most High 
above the earth his dwelling. “In light 
inaccessible hid from our eyes.” “Who can 
endure the day of his coming?”

To Greek minds God was more remote 
still. They conceived of him as impassible - 
that is, beyond or incapable of feeling.

If God could feel - so ran the argument 
- then he could be moved by the appeal of 
another. And anyone who could influence 
God would be, in that measure, greater 
than God.

So God could not be touched with the 
feelings of our infirmities. But with the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
there is no sorrow common to man which 
he has not shared.
 Take a fact yet so ordinary, and yet so 
bitter, as family squabbles.

 Jesus knew the sadness of these, for at 
one time even his brothers had thought of 
him as beside himself, and his mother had 
sought him out to bring him home.

He also knew what it was to lose his 
friends. 

At the tomb of Lazarus he wept so 
bitterly that even the onlookers remarked: 
“See how he loved him!”

He felt as well the equally sharp tooth 
of the general gracelessness of men and 
women. On one occasion, of 10 men whom 
he had healed, only one returned to give 
thanks.

To crown all, there was the savagery 
of public hostility. Incredible, yet true, this 
was what Jesus suffered at the hands of 
those who, a matter of days earlier, had 
been acclaiming him as their heaven-sent 
Messiah.

It may also strengthen us to remember 
that he knew the power of temptation not 
less, but more than, we do.

Tested by temptation
 For the richer a man’s personality, the 
more there is of him to be tempted. We 
need not be surprised – as occasionally we 
are – at the collapse of some outstanding 
figure. 

The wonder is that such occurrences 
are as rare as they are. The lone climber 
on the exposed mountain ridge feels the 
fury of the gale of which the pedestrian, 
content to plod placidly along in the 
valley below, is ignorant.

Because Jesus is Captain of our 
salvation, he was tested by temptation to a 
degree we have never known – if only for 
the reason that the tempter has rarely to 
exert himself to the full to bring us down. 

The very warfare which our Lord 
waged with the powers of darkness 
is an assurance that he knows what 
superhuman strength is required to fight 
the good fight of faith, and this he will 
provide.

This is the answer to my fears that 
while my needs may be known they may 
still not be met. A doctor may know what 
is the matter with me and yet not be able 
to effect a cure. 

My assurance lies in the title given to 
the ascended Christ of “great high priest” 
(Hebrews 4:14). The function of the high 
priest in Old Testament days was to 
represent the people before God and God 
to the people.  

This he did before the altar but, being 

man, was himself as far removed from 
God as were those for whom he was 
interceding. But our great High Priest is 
both fully in touch with God and fully in 
touch with man.

It is he who brings the Father nigh and 
through whom we approach the Father. 

‘Because Jesus 
is Captain of 
our salvation, 

he was tested by 
temptation to a 
degree we have 
never known’

Jesus brings our multitude of needs 
to the plenitude of grace. But no matter! 
Supply always exceeds demand!

 Seated “on the right hand of 
God” (Colossians 3:1) is not a physical 
description of the place of Jesus but a 
theological statement concerning the 
power at his disposal from which he can 
meet the need of all who call upon his 
name.
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Central to the Easter story is the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. How this translates to the life of a Christian, however, 
can vary. Two Salvation Army officers of the Australia Eastern 
Territory – Captain STEVE DORMAN and Major BETH 
TWIVEY – reflect on what Easter means to them 

For Captain Steve Dorman, Easter is a time to 
remember the passion of the Lord

The many
faces of

Easter

Jesus once asked the disciples who 
people said he was. 
Their answer made it clear that 
everyone had an opinion. “Some 

 say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah, 
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.”

He then asked the disciples. “But who 
do you say that I am?” Peter replied: “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
And then Jesus said to him: “Blessed are 
you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and 
blood did not reveal this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven.”

This tells us a couple of things. First, 
people can and do have many different 
ideas about who Jesus is, and why he 
came. And second, only one of those ideas 
is correct. And the correct one comes only 
through divine revelation. To Peter, that 
revelation came directly from the Holy 
Spirit. To us, it comes through the Holy 
Spirit-inspired New Testament Scriptures.

Many people believe there is good in 
every religion, and that all lead ultimately 
to God. There is a deep conviction 
among unbelievers and many professing 
Christians, that as long as your religion 
is “nice” and moral, then God will allow 
all the good people into heaven. Because, 
well, you know, God’s nice and safe and 
he wouldn’t hurt a fly. I wonder if Achan, 
Ananias, Sapphira and even Jesus would 
agree with that?

Countless souls are destroyed because 
of the false assumption that we are good. 
Jesus didn’t seem to think so (Luke 18:19). 
The false assumption is that God is “nice”. 

He is not nice. He is holy. And he demands 
we be holy as well. The Bible records what 
happens to those who aren’t, and it’s not 
pretty. Unfortunately, it also says none of 
us make the grade (Romans 3:10).

Far worse, though, is the damnable 
false assumption that “back doors” into 
heaven exist for those who reject Jesus as 
the Son of God and accept him as merely 
“one of many prophets”. Universalism 
is a bigger threat to evangelism than 
the Calvinism Wesley so passionately 
spoke against! Why would we bother 
to evangelise if we believe God has an 
escape clause for those who will stand 
naked before him without the blood of his 
slaughtered Son covering their sin?

Jesus told us straight that “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No-one 
comes to the Father except through me.” 
(John 14:6). Could it be any clearer than 
that? And just in case it’s not, Peter, under 
divine inspiration, declares “there is 
salvation in no-one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved”  
(Acts 4:12).

No other name
Some people seem embarrassed by the 
narrow-minded, intolerant and exclusive 
claims of Jesus. Who does he think he 
is anyway? God? Could some of us 
feel this way perhaps because we are 
nowhere near as biblically literate as our 
forefathers were? With an absolute wealth 
of translations and resources in the church 

today, we should have multitudes of 
Salvationists like Apollos, people who are 
mighty in the Scriptures.

But is this what we see? Not just 
in our corps, but in our own personal 
discipleship?

Brothers and sisters, we need to 
remember that knowing and being 
prepared to live and die by the word of 
God was the only strategy our Lord used 
against the devil and his temptations. 
And he didn’t receive the Scriptures via 
supernatural download. He learnt them 
the hard way, the same way we do.

Belief in the inspiration and inerrancy 
of the Scriptures is the bedrock of the 
evangelical church, it is the founding 
principle of the Protestant Reformation, 
and it’s the foundation on which all our 
Salvationist teachings and beliefs are built. 
Without it, all of our other doctrines fall. 
And so does the mission Jesus raised us 
up for.

But with it, we build a strong and 
mighty defence against false teaching and 
false messiahs, against a pluralistic world-
view that robs the Gospel of its exclusive 
saving power and consigns millions to an 
eternal hell.

It gives us the spiritual authority to 
stand and confidently proclaim the two-
fold truth of God’s love and his judgment.

And that’s Easter in a nutshell, isn’t 
it? A time to remember the passion of our 
Lord. To see the love of God providing the 
sacrifice for sin, just as he did for Abraham 
and Isaac. Which was a picture of Christ. 

But we must balance the love of God  
with a realisation that he also exacts 
terrible justice.

The God who gave his only Son, did  
so because he demands the wages of sin  
be paid in full. Our God, who is an 
awesome and holy God, will not be 
mocked and will not tolerate the wicked 
and unrighteous in his kingdom. This is 
actually evidence of his great love. Can 
you imagine discovering eternity to be as 
sinful as today?

The ultimate cost
I pray this Easter we all worship the 
triune God with thankful hearts. And we 
also kneel with hearts trembling before 
his holiness, that we remain contrite and 
repentant. Remember, brothers and sisters, 
at what cost our salvation was purchased. 
The Son became sin for us and the Father 
did pour his wrath in full measure upon 
Jesus for our sake.

When I look at Christ nailed on that 
tree, I realise that, but for the grace of God, 
it would be me nailed there. Except my 
blood wouldn’t be innocent, there would 
be no resurrection for my body, and no 
redemption for my soul. I am justified only 
because the righteousness of the perfect 
man has been imputed to me through 
grace which I receive by faith alone in the 
one who is alone worthy.

Let us stand by the conviction that 
the Bible is the Word of God and within 
its pages is truth which we will not grow 
weary of proclaiming to whoever will 

listen. Let us read, study, and struggle with 
it, growing to be mighty in the Scriptures.

If at all possible enrol in a theology 
class – they don’t have to be scary or 
expensive. We have 10 people in our 
corps studying together a seminary-level 
theology course (available in our division) 
every Monday evening. It’s difficult, 
it’s stretching us, but we are equipping 
ourselves “to love the Lord our God with 
our minds and to honour in our hearts 
Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defence to anyone  
who asks us the reason for the hope that  
is in us”.

Justice will be demanded in the great 
and terrible Day of the Lord. But the good 
news is that God himself has provided the 
perfect sacrifice needed for the salvation of 
our souls.

I pray you are trusting in and 
following the One, carrying your cross and 
encouraging others to so the same. 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honour and glory and 
blessing!”  

Captain Steve Dorman is 
Corps Officer at Wagga 
Wagga.
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is not what we think he will do. God’s 
response, when we offer him our 
brokenness, doesn’t necessarily means he 
takes it away. No, the Scripture here makes 
it clear that he offsets it. He places an 
eternal glory on the other side of the scales 
that far outweighs the brokenness.

If we were created for his glory then, 
from the brokenness that comes from 
living in a fallen world, we can experience 
being recreated for his glory.

Our Saviour Jesus took his own way of 
brokenness and modelled for us in a way 
that speaks into our brokenness. There in 
the garden, praying as he knelt, he cried 
out his prayer to the Father: “Now, my 
heart is troubled and what shall I say?  
(lost for words). Father save me from this 
hour? (looking for an escape). No, it was 
for this very reason I came (saw a bigger 
picture). Father, glorify Your name.” (John 
12:27-28).

These two verses are so amazing.
My Saviour Jesus lost for words in the 

light of how he felt about what he knew 
was to come. My Saviour Jesus looking 
for an escape from the brokenness. My 
Saviour Jesus knew the way of brokenness. 
His life was broken for me. His life was 
broken for every man, woman, boy or girl 
I will ever meet and seek to minister to.

German theologian Deitrich Bonhoeffer 
once said: “Our community with one 
another consists solely in what Christ has 
done for both of us.”  

I’m with Deitrich on this one. I want to 
be a promoter of a community of people 
who are real about their struggles and 
acknowledge their brokenness knowing 
that God through Christ Jesus has done all 
that is needed.

 Major Beth Twivey is Corps 
Officer at Westlakes
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Then came  
the morning!
Hosanna, the crowd shouted hoping,
For a warlord to fight for them.
Then came the morning –
When Christ wept over his Jerusalem.

At the Passover, celebrating,
The true Lamb of God was betrayed.
Then came the morning –
And the penalty for all sin was paid.

Bloodied and pierced, the Christ was 
dying,
A cross the final agony!
Then came the morning –
‘It is finished’, he cried with victory.

Women in the garden were weeping,
Hearts overcome with loss and dread.
Then came the morning –
The living were not found among the 
dead.

Placed in a grave with soldiers guarding,
Death descended, evil with doom.
Then came the morning –
Resurrected Glory burst from the tomb.

Death could not keep this body sleeping,
The Saviour rose up from the grave.
Then came the morning –
And Christ embraced the world he came 
to save.

Often life is hell, not worth living,
Unjust, hopeless, depressed, unfair.
Then came the morning –
Resurrection hope, through faith, is my 
prayer.

Amen. 

(Major Bruce Domrow)

Major Bruce Domrow 

and Major Merv 

Holland, two officers 

of The Salvation 

Army’s Australia 

Eastern Territory, have 

used their passion 

for writing poetry to 

reflect on Easter ... 

The cost 
“Take up your cross – follow me.” 
Lord, please realise what you’re asking.
Crucifixion tears and rends
It leads me to one certain end –
You’re inviting me to my own funeral.

(Major Merv Holland)

Grace
Creative Grace –
How neat!
From six of action
To Sabbath rest
Recurring cycle
Withstands the test
On earth, in space
At God’s behest.

Amazing Grace –
How sweet!
The rhythmic pulse,
Relentless beat,
Above, beyond,
Outside of time.
Eternal, constant,
So sublime

Redemptive grace –
Now complete
By Jesus dying,
God satisfying.
Wretch saving
From sin enslaving.
Freely flowing
Never slowing. 

Amazing Grace!

(Major Merv Holland)

I was there!
You know – I was there,
that fateful day – implicated,
in the sordid affair.

Sure – I may not have been a priest,
condemning the Christ – blasphemy, 
at the very least.

Nor was I a Roman guard,
with a crown of thorns – mocking,
and whipping him hard.

And I wasn’t in the crowd,
demanding Barabbas – crucify Christ, 
they cried out loud.

Nor was I at the foot of the cross,
overcome with sadness – and grief,
mourning my loss.

And I wasn’t born,
when those events took place – early,
on that first Easter morn.

Nor was I in the upper room,
when the Pentecost wind – and fire,
pierced the gloom.
But Calvary – there I stood,
my guilt and sin – nailing,
Christ to the wood.

Yet it was for me,
that Jesus died – crucified,
to set me free.

So Calvary’s the place,
where I want to be – receiving,
God’s gift of grace.

(Major Bruce Domrow)

Being broken – what do we do with 
it?

Larry Crabb writes: “A central 
task of community is to create a 

place that is safe enough for the walls to be 
torn down, safe enough for each of us to 
reveal our brokenness.” 

The community of men and women 
in recovery from addictions is one such 
community. It’s a community that I have 
come to hugely appreciate, with the 
past 10 years of ministry as a Salvation 
Army officer being spent in two different 
Salvation Army recovery centres.

It’s a safe community because everyone 
acknowledges they are in the same boat 
– they’re broken, they’re hurting, they 
long for solutions – and they don’t tend to 
judge each other.

It has been my privilege over these 
years to sit with men and women whose 
cry of the heart is “I’m broken and I just 
don’t know what to do anymore”.

It’s also been a privilege because, in 
doing so, God has taught me so much 
about my own brokenness.

However, sadly, in the community 
that we call “church”, it isn’t always 
seen as a safe place to be real about our 
brokenness. We sometimes have this idea, 
and unfortunately some well-meaning 
followers of the Lord back it up, that 
brokenness, pain, suffering and trials 
signify that “your faith is not robust” or 
“you’ve taken your eyes off Jesus” or 
“you’re obviously not reading the Word 
enough”. No wonder you’re struggling, no 
wonder you feel broken.

So we cover our brokenness, learn to 
live respectably, learn to suppress and 
sadly, most never really enter in to all 
that God has promised. We sometimes 
even wallow in the belief that God has 
abandoned us.

Revealing our brokenness
I believe God is calling his children to 
come to the place where we are able 
to see our brokenness with a different 
perspective – from saying “My brokenness 

proves God’s absence” to “My brokenness 
expands God’s purposes for me”.

King David knew it even before Jesus 
came, that knowing his sin and the despair 
he felt over it. He knew that nothing he 
brought to God would suffice. No animal 
for sacrifice – nothing. It had to be about 
what God wanted, and that was a broken 
and a repentant heart.

King David put his brokenness in 
the context of what God was revealing 
to him when he wrote “The sacrifice you 
want God, is a broken spirit – a broken 
and repentant heart you will not despise” 
(Psalm 51:17).

The apostle Paul in his second letter 
to the church in Corinth (2 Corinthians 
4:17) said: “For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all.”

Exisiting to please God
Our comfort is not God’s priority. If it 

is, then something has gone horribly awry. 
If we think it’s all about us and a 

comfortable existence without brokenness, 
then how do we explain death, disease, 
retrenchment, children rebelling, financial 
hardship. If God exists to please us 
shouldn’t we always be pleased?

God does not exist to make a big deal 
about us. We exist to make a big deal of 
him. The picture came to me of a set of 
scales. On the one side of the scales is 
laden all the manifestations of brokenness. 
On the other side of the scales are the 
things people use to try and counteract the 
brokenness – becoming hard and bitter, 
isolation, blaming, over-dependence on 
other “broken people”, turning to people 
and places and things to take away the 
hurt, selfish endeavours, obsession with 
things that mask our emotions.

All this only leads to repeating the 
failures, loading the scales even greater 
than before. 

Self-image is crushed, resisting any 
loving and trusting relationships, living 
ineffective lives.

God’s response to our brokenness 

Major Beth Twivey has spent the past decade working in The Salvation 
Army’s Recovery Services centres. Her exposure to the broken lives of the 
people who come through these centres has caused her to focus on the 
brokenness of Christ on that first Easter
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T
o hope is beautiful and Easter holds in its 
hands an abundance of it.
To live, and live abundantly, is a gift of true 
joy, and Easter is the master giver. But my 

eyes, though focusing always on glimmers of hope 
in the darkness, instead are drawn to the dark road 
that was taken by Jesus.
 As a child, I ask the unwavering question: Why? 
 Why did you do it? How could you bear it? Why 
did you not back out of it? Why do you love me?
 I cannot fathom the pain, the brokenness, the 
utter emptiness, the horrific loneliness of this road 
he chose to take.
 And yet when I do think about it ... I am 
amazed!

Shairon

images
Behind

the
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for staying alert – the penalty for falling 
asleep while on watch was death.

3. In spite of guards, the 
grave was found empty
On the morning after the 
Sabbath, some of Jesus’ 

followers went to the grave to anoint his 
body. But when they arrived, they were 
surprised at what they found. The huge 
stone that had been rolled into place over 
the entrance to the tomb had been moved, 
and Jesus’ body was gone. As word got 
out, two disciples rushed to the burial 
site. The tomb was empty except for Jesus’ 
burial wrappings, which were lying neatly 
in place. In the meantime, some of the 
guards had gone into Jerusalem to tell 
the Jewish officials that they had fainted 
in the presence of a supernatural being 
that rolled the stone away. And when 
they woke up, the tomb was empty. The 
officials paid the guards a large sum of 
money to lie and say that the disciples 
stole the body while the soldiers slept. 
They assured the guards that if the report 
of the missing body got back to the 
governor they would intercede on their 
behalf.

4. Many people claimed to 
have seen him alive
About AD55, the apostle Paul 
wrote that the resurrected 

Christ had been seen by Peter, the 12 
apostles, more than 500 people (many of 
whom were still alive at the time of his 
writing), James, and himself (1 Corinthians 
15:5-8). By making such a public 

statement, he gave critics a chance to check 
out his claims for themselves. In addition, 
the New Testament begins its history of 
the followers of Christ by saying that Jesus 
“presented himself alive after his suffering 
by many infallible proofs, being seen by 
[the apostles] during 40 days and speaking 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 1:3).

5. His apostles were 
dramatically changed
When one of Jesus’ inner circle 
defected and betrayed him, 

the other apostles ran for their lives. Even 
Peter, who earlier had insisted that he 
was ready to die for his teacher, lost heart 
and denied that he even knew Jesus. But 
the apostles went through a dramatic 
change. Within a few weeks, they were 
standing face to face with the ones who 
had crucified their leader. Their spirit was 
like iron. They became unstoppable in 
their determination to sacrifice everything 
for the one they called Saviour and 
Lord. Even after they were imprisoned, 
threatened, and forbidden to speak in the 
name of Jesus, the apostles said to the 
Jewish leaders: “We ought to obey God 
rather than men” (Acts 5:29). After they 
were beaten for disobeying the orders of 
the Jewish council, these once-cowardly 
apostles “did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:42).

6. Witnesses were willing 
to die for their claims
History is full of martyrs. 
Countless men and women 

have died for their beliefs. For that reason, 
it is not that significant to point out that 
the first disciples were willing to suffer 
and die for their faith. But it is significant 
that while many will die for what they 
believe to be the truth, few if any will 
die for what they know to be a lie. That 
psychological fact is important because the 
disciples of Christ did not die for deeply 
held beliefs about which they could have 
been honestly mistaken. They died for 
their claims to have seen Jesus alive and 
well after his resurrection. They died for 
their claim that Jesus Christ had not only 
died for their sins but that he had risen 
bodily from the dead to show that he was 
like no other spiritual leader who had ever 
lived.

7. Jewish believers changed 
their day of worship
The Sabbath day of rest and 
worship was basic to the Jewish 

way of life. Any Jew who did not honour 
the Sabbath was guilty of breaking the law 
of Moses. Yet Jewish followers of Christ 
began worshipping with Gentile believers 
on a new day. The first day of the week, 
the day on which they believed Christ had 
risen from the dead, replaced the Sabbath. 
For a Jew, it reflected a major change of 
life. The new day, along with the Christian 
conversion rite of baptism, declared that 
those who believed Christ had risen from 
the dead were ready for more than a 
renewal of Judaism. They believed that 
the death and resurrection of Christ had 
cleared the way for a new relationship 
with God. The new way was based not on 

the law, but on the sin-bearing, life-giving 
help of a resurrected Saviour.

8. Although it was 
unexpected, it was 
clearly predicted
The disciples were caught 

off guard. They expected their Messiah 
to restore the kingdom to Israel. Their 
minds were so fixed on the coming of a 
messianic political kingdom that they 
didn’t anticipate the events essential to the 
salvation of their souls. They must have 
thought Christ was speaking in symbolic 
language when he kept saying over and 
over that it was necessary for him to go 
to Jerusalem to die and be resurrected 
from the dead. Coming from one who 
spoke in parables, they missed the obvious 
until after it was all over. In the process, 
they also overlooked the prophet Isaiah’s 
prediction of a suffering servant who 
would bear the sins of Israel, being led 
like a lamb to the slaughter, before God 
“prolong[ed] his days” (Isaiah 53:10).

9. It was a fitting climax to 
a miraculous life
While Jesus hung on a Roman 
cross, crowds mocked Him. He 

helped others, but could he help himself? 
Was the miracle suddenly coming to an 
end? It seemed like such an unexpected 
ending for someone who began his public 
life by turning water into wine. During his 
three-year ministry, he walked on water; 
healed the sick; opened blind eyes, deaf 
ears, and tongue-tied mouths; restored 
crippled limbs; cast out demons; stilled 

a violent storm; and raised the dead. 
He asked questions wise men couldn’t 
answer. He taught profound truths with 
the simplest of comparisons. And he 
confronted hypocrites with words that 
exposed their cover-up. If all this was true, 
should we be surprised that his enemies 
didn’t have the last word?

10. It fits the 
experience of those 
who trust him
The apostle Paul wrote: 

“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 
dwells in you” (Romans 8:11). This was 
the experience of Paul, whose heart was 
dramatically changed by the resurrected 
Christ. It is also the experience of people 
all over the world who have “died” to 
their old ways so that Christ can live his 
life through them. This spiritual power 
is not evident in those who try to add 
belief in Christ to their old life. It is seen 
only in those who are willing to “die” to 
their old life to make room for the rule of 
Christ. It is apparent only in those who 
respond to the overwhelming evidence for 
Christ’s resurrection by acknowledging his 
lordship in their heart.

Reproduced by permission. Copyright by RBC 
Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI., USA. All rights 
reserved. For other materials from RBC please 
visit www.rbc.org or write to australia@rbc.org

1.
A public execution 
assured his death
During the Jewish Feast of 
Passover, Jesus was swept 

away by an angry crowd into a Roman 
hall of justice. As he stood before Pilate, 
the governor of Judea, religious leaders 
accused Jesus of claiming to be the king of 
the Jews. The crowd demanded his death. 
Jesus was beaten, whipped, and sentenced 
to a public execution. On a hill outside 
Jerusalem, he was crucified between two 
criminals. Broken-hearted friends and 
mocking enemies shared in his death 
watch. As the Sabbath neared, Roman 
soldiers were sent to finish the execution. 
To quicken death, they broke the legs of 
the two criminals. But when they came to 
Jesus they did not break his legs, because 
from experience they knew he was already 
dead. As a final precaution, however, they 
thrust a spear into his side. It would take 
more than resuscitation for him to ever 
trouble them again.

2. A high official secured 
the gravesite
The next day, religious leaders 
again met with Pilate. They said 

Jesus had predicted he would rise in three 
days. To assure that the disciples could 
not conspire in a resurrection hoax, Pilate 
ordered the official seal of Rome to be 
attached to the tomb to put grave robbers 
on notice. To enforce the order, soldiers 
stood guard. Any disciple who wanted to 
tamper with the body would have had to 
get by them, which wouldn’t have been 
easy. The Roman guards had good reason 

....................
10 reasons  
to believe Christ  
rose from the dead

Easter 2010



16 pipeline 04/2010 17

Bus link
to youth

Captains Lincoln and 
Leanne Stevens were 
desperate to reach youth 
running rampant in a 
Townsville shopping 
centre when God 
steered a bus into their 
path. JULIA HOSKING 
went along for the ride 
and discovered that an 
entertainment venue on 
wheels was just the ticket 

IT is Thursday night, and nearly 300 
youth are roaming the Stockland 
Shopping Centre in Townsville. A 
40-year-old man picks a fight with 

two teenage boys, over - nothing. Punches 
are thrown, blood is shed and police 
charge the teenagers.

This scene witnessed by the Townsville 
Faithworks Corps Officers, Captains 
Lincoln and Leanne Stevens, became a 
catalyst for their youth outreach program 
in the far north Queensland town.

When they moved to the area in 2007, 
they had been told to avoid Stockland 
on a Thursday night because it was 
“overrun by youth”.  Six months into 
their appointment they forgot about the 
warnings and took the family late-night 
shopping. It was then that they recognised 
the severity of the situation; 90 percent of 
shoppers were youth.

The fight, and the community’s 
general negative attitude towards youth, 
played on Lincoln and Leanne’s mind and 
consequently led to many discussions with 
the corps leadership.

“It [all weighed] very heavily on my 
heart because I hate injustice and I felt that 
the youth were not justified in what had 
happened; being charged when it wasn’t 
their fault,” says Leanne.

“We, as The Salvation Army, stand up 
for injustice and speak up for those that 
can’t speak up for themselves. [We asked 
each other] what can we do, that cannot 
only help the youth in that area, but also 
help the community of Townsville to see 
that the youth aren’t all bad? They’re our 
next generation, and if we don’t intervene 
somewhere along the line, then I think we 
are doing them an injustice.”

Their desire to find a solution, 
and their passion to see youth saved, 
prompted Lincoln and Leanne to start 
earnestly seeking God on the matter.

“We would go down [to Stockland] 

each week and walk through the centre 
and just pray to God that he would reveal 
to us what we could do,” explains Lincoln.

After one prayer walk, Leanne felt God 
saying they needed a bus to connect with 
the youth. A bus, parked in the Stockland 
complex every Thursday night, with 
entertainment for the youth on board - 
food, Xboxes, Playstations, Nintendo Wii, 
extreme sports DVDs and laptops. 

The bus became fully operational this 
month and will be making an appearance 
at the local council’s National Youth Week 
Festival for four days from 14 April. 

Additionally, in order to provide 
variety, the Stevens’ have organised 
Christian bands to play on a regular 
basis. Lincoln hopes that if the Christian 
bands are available to play at the corps, 
then youth who connected with the band 
on Thursday night will attend a gig at 
the church. The bus outreach will also 
occasionally include skate ramps and other 
activities in the car park.

The name of the bus outreach, The 
Salvation Army Oasis Youth Connection + 
(logo designed by Daniel Fean, School For 
Youth Leadership ministry assistant), was 

Captains Lincoln and Leanne Stevens have a passion to see young people in 

Townsville  come to Christ and have targeted a shopping centre where young 

people congregate as a focal point for their outreach. 

carefully chosen to denote an extension 
of the soon-to-be renamed youth services 
currently run at the corps,  The Salvation 
Army Oasis Youth Connection (currently 
known as “Beacon Youth Services”). The 
name will also tie into the cafe run for 
welfare clients, “Cafe Connections” (see 
story on page 19).

“Ultimately, we want to help the youth 
but also steer them into [The Salvation 
Army Oasis Youth Connection],” says 
Lincoln. “We just really see it as a harvest 
field, and that’s what God showed us. 
They’re all there, [we’ve] just got to 

connect with them.” In order to assist 
this connection, members of all ages from 
Townsville Faithworks Corps volunteer 
their time.

While praying for direction as to 
how to help the youth of Townsville, the 
Stevens’ asked God to soften the Stockland 
centre manager’s heart so she would 
accept their future proposition.

After several delays, when Lincoln 
went to speak with the Stockland centre 
manager, Patrina Bowtell, in March 2008, 
she was unavailable, so he was asked to 
email his proposal.

 Lincoln viewed this as a less than ideal 
approach as it could easily be ignored. 
However, he was pleasantly surprised 
when she emailed back within half an 
hour.

Lincoln soon discovered that God’s 
timing was perfect as Patrina had just been 
discussing the youth situation at Stockland 
with the local member for parliament and 
Townsville chief of police.

 Due to the recent discussion, she 
instantly gravitated towards the proposal 
from The Salvation Army and wanted to 
meet with the Stevens’ immediately.

Photos: Shairon Paterson

>>>
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An article published in the Townsville 
Bulletin on 23 December 2009 included a 
comment from Patrina Bowtell: 

“Stockland [is] ‘proud to be involved 
with this valuable community initiative,’” 
she said.

Because Lincoln and Leanne felt the 
bus initiative was a directive from God, 
they trusted him for every step. Even 
so, as Leanne explains, there were some 
obstacles. “We faced some opposition, but 
we prayed through that and we just both 
had this peace,” she says. “All these little 
obstacles on the way were to try and deter 
us, but we had unconditional peace that 
this is where God wanted us to go.

“We half-expected that because it was 
something that God had given us, that the 
devil would try and throw things at us,” 
adds Lincoln.

The opposition encountered came in 
various forms; some people thought the 
Stevens’ dreams were lofty, others said 

they lacked finances and resources, and 
there was even the suggestion that they 
were replicating existing programs the 
council already had in place. However, 
because the Stevens’ were following God’s 
plan, complete support was eventually 
offered by local youth organisations, 
members of Townsville Faithworks Corps 
and the council who have even agreed to 
help with the artwork for the bus as well 
other volunteer work in the future.

Despite the path laid by God being 
somewhat rocky, there was no ambiguity, 
and the Stevens’ had many doors open for 
them. One notable example is that they 

kept attempting to fundraise for, or make 
a purchase on, a bus. These attempts never 
flourished until their local bus company, 
Sunbus, upgraded their fleet.

Lincoln wrote a proposal for Sunbus’ 
head office. “Initially, I was going to ask 
them to sell us a bus at a ridiculously low 
price. When I was about to write that, I felt 
God say, ‘No, you’ll get it for nothing’,” 
he shares. “And so I didn’t put that in; I 
[wrote] ‘would you be willing to donate a 
bus to us’.”

Several months later, Sunbus phoned 
Lincoln to say they would love to donate 
exactly what he had requested, a 28-seater 

bus, perfect for steering into the shopping 
centre car park.

Another blessing came through 
Joyce Mayne electrical store which has 
committed to donating almost 70 per cent 
of the electrical equipment required for 
the bus, such as gaming consoles, LCD 
televisions and air-conditioning.

Also, a local business provided 
materials, engineers and electricians 
helped to install equipment, a panel beater 
volunteered to prepare and paint the bus, 
and the local Townsville technical college 
will assist with ongoing maintenance.

Additionally, the Stockland shopping 
centre has donated a $6000 generator; 
and an early December local radio 
campaign created other support from 
local businesses and individuals including 
an airbrush artist who coordinated the 
artwork on the exterior of the bus. The 
radio station will also do live crossovers 
to the tradespeople as they contribute to 

the building of the bus. Regarding all the 
assistance, Lincoln shares: “All of this is 
being donated, hallelujah, praise God, for 
only he can make his favour shine upon 
this initiative.”

While a lot of local businesses may be 
getting on board to solve the long-term 
issue of youth roaming the shopping 
centre, Lincoln and Leanne’s purpose 
is greater than that. “We’re looking at 
meeting not only their physical needs, but 
we want to try and meet their spiritual 
needs as well,” Leanne explains.

“The bus [is] a tool that we [can] 
use to gain trust and build relationships 
with these kids that they may not have 
anywhere else.

“It won’t happen straight away, we 
know that. It can take months, [even] years 
to develop trust,” says Leanne. “But we 
just believe without a shadow of doubt 
that this is what God wants for not only 
Townsville, but for Faithworks Corps.” 

Cafe link to
community 
When Captains Lincoln and 

Leanne Stevens first arrived 
in Townsville they clearly specified 
to the Faithworks Corps that they 
wanted to be outward focused 
with the intention of  building 
relationships in the community.

Leanne had been seeking 
God about how they could reach 
people and she received a clear 
response: “I am sending them in 
the door for help, what are you 
[going to] do with them?”

Following that answer, in 
October 2009, Cafe Connections 
was born, with the purpose of 
providing a meal and chat for the 
people who regularly visit the 
corps for welfare assistance, and to 
service the homeless community.

 “We also wanted to provide a 
place that people could feel safe,” 
adds Leanne.

People from the corps serve 
the members of the community at 
Cafe Connections. To help build 
relationships, they will then sit 
down and “share a cuppa” with 
the community members.

 “Many of the corps folk are 
excited about this ministry and 
are willing to spare a few hours of 
their time to come and serve and 
mingle with these people,” says 
Leanne.

Leanne believes that there 
has been a very positive response 
to the new venture. When they 
started, they served 10 meals, now 
they average between 40 and 50 
meals served in two hours. Some 
of those almost 50 people do not 
even come for welfare anymore; 
they come for the fellowship and 
friendship.

“We have had one man attend 
church from this, and a few young 
families that have established 
relationships with some of the 
corps folk and are starting to ask 
questions,” shares Leanne.

 “I am often reminded of a 
saying that was in the movie 
Robots, where the main character 
says, ‘See a need, fill a need’. We 
see the need, and now with the 
guidance from God, we are filling 
the need.”

‘The bus [is] a tool that we 
[can] use to gain trust and build 

relationships with these kids’

Captains Lincoln and Leanne Stevens are 
having the donated bus fitted out with a 
variety of electronic equipment which will 
mean they will effectively have a youth 
centre on wheels. 

Photo: Shairon Paterson



When it comes down to it, Majors Neil and Sharon Clanfield want the best 
people leading The Salvation Army’s best youth programs. JULIA HOSKING 
introduces the teams looking after our young people 

People with a passion for kids (above) youth ministry team members Jarrod Newton, Rusty Hodges, 

Shandri Brown, Major Neil Clanfield and Claire Hill. (Right) children’s ministry team members Heather 

Brodrick, Major Kevin Unicomb, Robyn Prussing and Major Heather Unicomb. Photos: Shairon Paterson 

Getting serious  about
Fulfilling Mission Priority 5 and 6 is 

the goal of Majors Neil and Sharon 
Clanfield. In short, they see their 
role as equipping quality leaders 

with quality resources.
The Clanfields are the Australia 

Eastern Territory’s Mission and Resource 
Directors, which incorporates the thriving 
children’s and youth teams.

 “I believe that having team members 
specifically work in their areas of passion, 
expertise and experience provides better 
resources and a stronger vision for the 
territory,’’ Neil said.

The Clanfields also oversee the 
Salvation Army’s MORE website, which 
is designed to help young people engage 
with the Army’s mission focus. The 
introduction page to the website carries a 
dynamic mission message.

It states: “We believe that The 
Salvation Army has an important part to 
play in shaping youth culture throughout 
Australia, and MORE has been created 
to pursue creativity, innovation and 
excellence in the way that we broadcast 
and live out that message. We’re also 

passionate about serving local employed 
and volunteer youth leaders. We believe 
that every Salvo youth leader deserves 
access to the best support networks, 
world-class training and excellent 
disciple resources, and we’ve set goals to 
significantly raise the bar in each of these 
areas over the next five years.

“Local youth leaders are some of 
the world’s greatest unsung heroes, and 
they’re worthy of receiving the very best 
that we have to offer them.’’

The team and their roles are:

Majors Neil and Sharon Clanfield 
(Mission and Resource Directors - Corps) 

Neil and Sharon Clanfields are 
responsible for giving oversight to the 
whole Mission and Resource Department 
which incorporates the youth (MORE) and 
children’s teams.

Major Kevin Unicomb (Youth and 
Children’s Secretary) 

Kevin is passionate about bringing 
children to Jesus and his primary area 
of focus is children up to the age of 12. 

He coordinates the children’s team at 
territorial headquarters and creates 
new visions and passions for children’s 
ministry to help corps and centres work 
more effectively in discipling their 
children.

Major Heather Unicomb (Director of 
Family Ministries)

Heather believes that parents need to 
recognise that their mission is to have a 
passion for Christ that infects their family. 
She is working on developing resources 
to help facilitate this process. Due to the 
new role for the Mission and Resource 
Team, Heather is open to ideas about how 
she can come alongside corps and centres 
more effectively.

Claire Hill (Youth Coordinator) 
Claire’s role includes overseeing the 

MORE team and giving strategic and 
visionary leadership to youth ministry 
across the territory by developing 
strategies for focused mission and 
ministry for the 13 to 25 age group. Claire 
has a heart for youth and is committed 

to seeing them saved, discipled and 
empowered for frontline mission.
Jarrod Newton (Mission Consultant – 
Youth Resources) 

Jarrod works to help youth engage 
with the mission of The Salvation 
Army. Some of his responsibilities 
include creating discipleship resources, 
coordinating the MORE website (salvos.
org.au/more), creating promotional 
campaigns, delivering training, and 
organising events. Jarrod is always 
willing to talk to youth leaders about 
their resource needs and is always happy 
to accept any training or preaching 
invitations.

Shandri Brown (Mission Consultant – 
Youth Leadership) 

Shandri’s primary role is to support 
the Australia Eastern Territory’s 
employed and volunteer youth workers. 
This involves being available to assist 
divisional youth secretaries, working 
towards standardised procedures for 
youth workers, creating youth ministry 
resources and providing valuabe 

opportunities such as the Youth Ministry 
and Training conferences.
Rusty Hodges (Mission Consultant – 
Youth Inclusion) 

Rusty’s role mainly involves 
helping corps reach out to the poor and 
marginalised young people in their 
communities and social youth centres. 
One way the link is facilitated is through 
the Youth Outreach Camps Rusty also 
works one day a week for the Newcastle 
and Central NSW Division, providing 
training and assistance in the division’s 
youth ministry.

Janet Drury (Mission Consultant – 
Jesuskidz) 

Janet is responsible for the Jesuskidz 
program (see salvos.org.au/jesuskidz) 
which exists to allow children who 
are unable to attend Sunday school or 
kids club (due to distance or illness) to 
participate in activities from home. Janet 
oversees all aspects of this program that 
is distributed to children in both The 
Salvation Army’s Eastern and Southern 
territories in Australia.

Heather Brodrick (Mission Coordinator – 
SAGALA) 

Heather’s role includes program 
development as well as leadership 
training in the area of SAGALA (Salvation 
Army Guards and Legion Activities). 
Her responsibilities include resourcing 
SAGALA Australia-wide and promoting 
it as an effective outreach ministry to 
children, teenagers and families for local 
corps to impact their community.

Robyn Prussing (Mission Support – 
Desktop Publisher for the team)

Robyn’s role involves designing 
material used for Junior Soldiers and 
SAGALA, which are both used on a 
tri-territorial level. Robyn also designs 
team resources such as logos, posters and 
PowerPoint presentations.

David Brice (Mission Support 
Administrator) 

David supports all members of the 
Youth and Children’s Ministry teams in an 
administrative capacity. David also holds 
a Bachelor in Theology and is a valuable 
contributor to the MORE website.

kids

pipeline 04/2010 2120



pipeline 04/2010 23

Program homes in on

More than 30,000 people since 1992 have 
taken a life-changing journey through The 
Salvation Army’s Positive Lifestyle Program 
which provides hope for the homeless 

“It’s never too late to address 
personal issues,” was 
Ian’s response on recently 
completing The Salvation 

Army’s hugely successful Positive 
Lifestyle Program.

Eighteen years after its inception in 
Sydney, the program continues to make 
a huge impact on the lives of  homeless 
people, helping them get their lives back 
on track.

Participants are encouraged to take 
responsibility for restoring their lives, 
overcome their addictions, stay free of 
crime and become active contributors to 
the community, sharing with others the 
hope they found through their journey.

Twenty-four homeless men from The 
Salvation Army’s Foster House transitional 
housing program recently completed the 
Positive Lifestyle Program.

The program comprised 10 sessions 
in one-on-one and group discussions 
and participants were given support 
as they dealt with the issues that led 
them to being homeless. They were also 
assisted to reach self-awareness of their 
situation and given strategies  to attain and 
maintain independent living in long-term 
accommodation.

Several responses from the participants 
paid tribute to the program.

Adam: “For me, the course rekindled 
my interest in fashioning how I think. 
I re-created my goal and affirmation 
cards and read a number of personal 
development books. I painted a strong 
picture of the life I wanted in my mind, 
believing passionately the “we are what 
we think”. Paint the picture and the body 
will be moved to accomplish the fact. 
Against the odds, that process has led me 

to Employment Plus and a new career in 
retail.”

Tiwa: “The program opened my 
eyes through the group sharing past 
experiences where I got to understand 
that, despite my own personal adversity 
and lack of self-esteem, I wasn’t the only 
one who suffered. The feelings I have 
had for many years through different 
experiences and situations which I 
continually denied to acknowledge were 
somewhat the same as those around 
me. This course has changed my way 
of thinking and in a strange way made 
me realise that no matter what the 
circumstance, I control the event that 
would lead me to succeed.”

Yosef: “Prior to starting the course, 
I had lacked direction for a few years. 
My mind was always kept in a spiral of 
negative outlook and depressive emotions. 
Out of habit I have always limited myself 
to what others thought of me and never 
really appreciated myself or even come 
to realise the fact that I do possess the 
potential to succeed in my pursuit of 
happiness. This course has been very 
helpful in me understanding my own 
life and that of others. It helped me gain 
the confidence to pursue my goals and 
try to make my life a lot better than it 
was before. I am now also aware of my 
feelings and am able to appreciate them as 
blessings in disguise.”

Each session deals with everyday 
topics and issues, giving participants 
an opportunity for an inner-exploration 
of the self and relationships with those 
close to them. They look at their own 
styles of anger; how they deal with stress; 
times and circumstances that may lead 
to depression and loneliness; issues 

surrounding loss and grief and developing 
their own strategies for problem-solving 
and goal-setting.

The sessions are informal but do follow 
workbook-based life-skill development 
sequences. Prior to each session, the 
participant completes a workbook, 
responding to questions and tasks.

In recognition of the complexities 
people bring into each session, every effort 
is made by the qualified facilitators to 
never leave participants vulnerable as a 
result of issues revealed during sessions. 
While the journey is a time of immense 
growth, some participants require 
assistance beyond the program as it is 
not a panacea to all society’s problems. 
They are directed and supported towards 
accessing appropriate services.

The Positive Lifestyle Program has 
become part of The Salvation Army’s 
commitment to homelessness prevention 
and intervention, court and prison and 
addiction rehabilitation, juvenile justice, 
domestic violence, employment services 
and community support.

* This story is an edited version of an article 
which appeared in a recent Parity magazine in 
which names had been changed to protect the 
identity of  the men.

FOR FURTHERENQUIRESCONTACT:

(02) 9266 9582

Or visit our home page www.salvos.org.au
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Celebrating Anzac Day April 25

Two years in Papua New Guinea 
as padre for the Port Moresby 
RSL has brought to light some of 
the realities of Anzac Day for The 

Salvation Army’s Major Kelvin Alley. 
But having a 26-year-old son who is a 

three-time veteran of military service in 
Afghanistan brings home the reality even 
more starkly.

Holding back tears, Major Alley 
reflects on the meaning of Anzac Day 
for this Pipeline story just as his son, 
Corporal Graeme Alley, was en route to 
Afghanistan.

“It’s tender with us because he’s just 
gone – he’s in transit but he’s not there 
yet,” says Major Alley.

 “And it’s always hard to say goodbye. 
He’s 26 and this is his third rotation 
[to Afghanistan]. Now he’s becoming 

a veteran of military service overseas 
Graeme, part of the Army Aviation 
Corps’ helicopter crew, normally attends 
Anzac Day ceremonies while on base in 
Townsville.

“He will obviously be serving overseas 
on Anzac Day and they will participate 
where they are,” says Major Alley. “We 
always think of him because we know 
now that Anzac Day for them is a very big 
deal.”

Major Alley realises that location 
is everything when it comes to 
understanding the meaning of Anzac 
Day. He recently returned from two years 
service in PNG where he was Secretary 
for Program at Territorial Headquarters 
in Port Moresby. With his long-standing 
association with the military as a 
Salvation Army officer around Australia, 

he naturally made contact with the Port 
Moresby RSL when he arrived there in 
2008.

“The involvement with the RSL as 
padre was part-time and it was a bonus – a 
privilege, really. I can’t stress enough the 
enormous privilege of the opportunity and 
the experience to be involved, to represent 
the Army, to represent God on Anzac Day 
at Bomana War Cemetery.”

The Bomana War Cemetery is the 
location of thousands of graves of 
Australian servicemen killed during the 
New Guinea campaign of World War II.

“There’s this daunting, awesome 
feeling when you enter the outer grounds 
of the cemetery, and as you walk from 
headstone to headstone you see names of 
boys who were 18, 19 and 21, and you just 
can’t rush it walking through.

“You just walk and you are silent ... 
you see the names of what we would 
consider kids. They are younger than all 
of my children now. It makes you think of 
the enormity of the cost to mums and dads 
back home whose boys went off to defend 
the country – not just PNG, but really it 
was the defence of Australia too.

“To be so courageous and strong, 
against a military force that was 
overwhelming – and so much more 
experienced in fighting – and to see the 
ages of these boys mostly in their early 20s, 
it’s an incredible story of courage. It leaves 
you with so much respect and honour 
for what took place – and for boys who 
never came home to mums and dads and 
girlfriends and wives.”

Major Alley says there are many other 
stories buried within the Bomana War 
Cemetery, and many others associated 
with PNG and the Kokoda Track.

Powerfully confronting is the bond 
between Australian troops and the Fuzzy 
Wuzzy Angels; the Papua New Guineans 
who helped the troops along the Kokoda 

Location can mean everything when reflecting on the horrors of war. KENT 
ROSENTHAL reports on what Anzac Day means for a Salvation Army military padre 

Track. Major Alley was part of a special 
service in 2009 remembering them, and 
three elderly Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels were 
presented with medallions for their 
service.

“It is a time when that bond was very 
strong. They [Australian troops] could not 
have done it without the sacrificial support 
of thousands of Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels who 
supported the troops and carried for them, 
and carried the wounded, and really cared 
for them in a very loving way.”

Also significant was the contribution 
of The Salvation Army’s Major Albert 
Moore who was attached to the Australian 
21st Brigade. He pleaded with Australian 
Army officials to allow him to set up a 
refreshment tent off the track as a way of 
assisting the troops.

Major Alley says The Salvation Army 
is held in high esteem in PNG because of 
the dedication of Major Moore and other 
padres who served in PNG’s defence 
campaign.

Padre tradition continues
In January, Major Alley returned to 
Australia to become the Assistant Training 
Principal at the School for Officer Training 
in Sydney.

Major Philip Maxwell, who was 
recently appointed to PNG as that 
territory’s new Secretary for Business 
Administration, has enthusiastically 
accepted the offer of taking over the role 
as padre for the Port Moresby RSL. He is 
looking forward to a whole new dynamic 
with Anzac Day in Port Moresby.

“This is where really, the war was 
brought to a halt and I think that the 
legacy of that war is probably put more 
significant in the lives of the Papua New 
Guinean folk than even within our own 
culture,” says Major Maxwell.

“You can walk along the Kokoda Track 
and you still see the wreckage of aircraft 
and spent artillery shells, and I think it 
helps shape the character of the people 
who live here.

“So their appreciation of the sacrifice 
would be a lot deeper and a lot more 
significant. It’s more ingrained within the 
realities and the horrors, as is the sense of 
freedom as well.”

Major Maxwell says the role of military 
padre on Anzac Day involves trying to 
give a Christian interpretation of what is 
really an un-Christian or ungodly event.

War brings up many complex ethical 
issues for Christians and options that are 
not always black and white, but different 
shades of grey. 

“Do we take the pacifist Christian 
view where we step aside and we see our 

brother afflicted and killed or do we take 
the activist viewpoint and defend and 
protect our brother? So it really is two 
shades of grey, but which grey do you 
choose to go by?

“When I’ve spoken at Armistice Day 
or Anzac Day services, I try to provide a 
Christian base of understanding that we 
still have a God of love. 

“War is indefensible but we’ve got 
to remember that behind it all there are 
victims who need to be considered.”

Kent Rosenthal is News 
Editor of Pipeline and 
supplements.

Army Aviation Corps’ Corporal Graeme Alley (left) with his Salvo dad Major Kelvin Alley.

Major Kelvin Alley meets one of the Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels at PNG’s Bomana War Cemetery.

The Bomana War Cemetery in PNG where many Australian servicemen are burried.

Anzac Day and the RSDS

The country’s main Anzac Day 
service will be held at the 
Australian War Memorial 
in Canberra, which will 

be supported by The Salvation 
Army Red Shield Defence Services 
Chief Commissioner  Major Barry 
Nancarrow.

Red Shield Defence Services 
personnel and corps representatives 
will be involved in services across 
Australia, with major events at 
Army bases in Darwin, Townsville, 
Brisbane (Enoggera), Singleton, 
Sydney (Moorebank and Holsworthy), 
Duntroon Military College and 
Puckapunyal.
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By JULIA HOSKING

The Friends of Christ session of cadets were officially 
welcomed by Territorial Commander Commissioner Linda 

Bond on 25 February at Hurstville Corps in Sydney.
 Following the entrance of the 18 cadets into the hall to the 
accompaniment of the Sydney Youth Band, Booth College 
Principal, Lieutenant-Colonel John Hodge, prayed for them.
 The cadets were then individually introduced by the 
Territorial Candidate Secretaries, Captains Craig and Donna 
Todd, who spoke of their journeys with each as they prepared 
for training college. The Todds explained how for some of the 
cadets the journey to college had taken several years while for 
others it had been just a few months.
 Major Gavin Watts, Training Principal at the School for 
Officer Training, then led the congregation in Stand Up and Bless 
the Lord with the assistance of the Sydney Youth Band.
 Four cadets shared their testimonies during the service: 
Jacoba Czoban, Philip Farthing, Rachael McMurray and Aaron 

Reid. All spoke of their calling from God to become a Salvation 
Army officer – some resisted, fought and denied the call, but as 
soon as they accepted it, they felt excited, at peace, and knew 
they were making the right decision.
 Kami, a musical group from Narwee Corps, engaged the 
congregation at various times during the meeting in energetic 
song and worship. Kami had given traditional church hymns – 
such as Are You Washed and Amazing Grace – a lively funk and 
soul interpretation.
 Director of Spiritual Formation at the School for Officer 
Training, Major Wendy Watts, read from 1 Peter 2:4-12 and later, 
the Chief Secretary, Colonel James Condon, based his message 
on that passage.
 Speaking on the theme “chosen”, Colonel Condon said to the 
cadets: “[You’ve been] chosen for this wonderful privilege called 
Salvation Army officership.”
 Throughout the remainder of the message he elaborated 
on three points: you are chosen by God; you are chosen for a 
purpose; and you are chosen to be instruments of God.

Cadets celebrate being 
‘chosen’ for officership

The first-year cadets take part in a 

congregational song during the official 

welcome service. All photos: Carolyn Hide

Cadets Marty and Kylie Herring are obviously enjoying their new life 

training to be Salvation Army officers.

Oscar Kami performs at the welcome 

service at Hurstville.
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Book Reviews

which we belong, including valuing and 
not discounting employees, showing 
graciousness in the way they are treated. 

Castle places his emphasis on grace 
versus truth, delegated permission 
versus central control and thrift versus 
extravagance.  Corporate holiness 
demands a balance between grace and 
truth, without either giving way to the 
other. When moral failure occurs, it must 
be recognised in “truth” that something 
has gone wrong but in “grace” recognise 
healing and restoration. The right 
combination of these two helps to provide 
a way forward. 

Delegated permission versus 
central control provides discussion on 
hierarchical structures and suggests the 
best way is to “recognise what is best in 
our structures and invest in those who 
work within it”. Corporate approaches to 
financial decisions being made in such a 
way as to maintain holiness are discussed. 
How is the balance maintained between 
God-given vision and management of 
resources?

Court’s challenges lie in the area of 
prophetic impact versus public opinion. 
There are tensions that arise when we 
are faced with standing up for those in 
our communities who are fragile and 
marginalised while, at the same time, 
considering our standing and status in 
that world. He concludes by offering 

Exploring corporate holiness
(Geoff Webb, Rowan Castle and Stephen Court)

By Major RAEWYN GRIGG

Do not be deceived. Holiness 
Incorproated - Living and Working 
Beyond Corporate Integrity is 
only just over 100 pages but 

the pages are filled with so many things to 
think about, chew on and then digest, that 
it is not a quick read.

Geoff Webb, Rowan Castle and 
Stephen Court have collaborated to 
present thought-provoking, and maybe 
even disturbing, ideas about corporate 
holiness. The purpose of the book is to 
promote thought and discussion and 
to assist this, discussion questions are 
interspersed within each chapter. 

Webb defines corporate holiness as 
a “community of faith actively serving 
each other and engaging a broken world 
with acts of sacrificial love and service”.  
He suggests that holiness is primarily 
corporate – something worked out in 
community through loving relationships. 

The mission accountability versus 
professional accountability focus by 
Webb provides the challenge to maintain 
missional integrity while still receiving 
funding from external sources that might 
cause compromise. 

Webb’s chapter on healthy realism 
versus flexibility speaks of corporate 
holiness being expressed in ethical 
relationships to the organisation to 

a holiness covenant for individuals, a 
personal covenant that sees them form a 
collective; a community.

This book is a must for all leaders in 
our movement, especially in the light of 
our Mission Priorities. Be prepared to ask 
questions, be involved in discussion and 
be open to the possibilities of corporate 
and practical holiness.

Holiness Incorporated is available from 
Salvationist Supplies (www.salvosuppliessyd.
com) for $12.

Easter 2010 will see the publication, 
by International Headquarters, of 
a revised edition of The Salvation 
Army Handbook of Doctrine.

This reissued, single-volume edition 
is in line of succession to the very first 
doctrine book, entitled The Doctrines and 
Discipline of The Salvation Army, prepared 
by General William Booth in 1881. 

There have been many editions 
since then, with a variety of titles, most 
recently the entirely remodelled Handbook 
of Doctrine which appeared in 1998 with 
the title Salvation Story. This was swiftly 
followed by a related study guide in 1999.  

This new 2010 Handbook of Doctrine 
retains the wording of the 1998 edition 
except for minor clarifications and stylistic 
changes. The principal aim has been to 
maximise user-friendliness by:

• Reallocating the Bible references, 
inserting them into the main narrative 
at the relevant place; 

• Renumbering the chapters to match the 
numbers of each doctrine; 

• Merging the main handbook with the 
1999 study guide into a single volume;

• Removing outdated material from the 
latter and condensing some parts of it;

• Revising certain appendices and 
introducing three new study aids by 
way of appendices 5, 6 and 9.

In his foreword to Salvation Story, 
General Paul Rader wrote: “What 
Salvationists believe has never been 
incidental to how we live out our life 
in Christ as individuals, or as a global 
spiritual movement. Our faith, grounded 
in Scripture, and validated victoriously by 
personal experience, has been the motive 
force of our obedience in mission.”

We can say a firm “Amen!” to that, 
praying earnestly to God for the ongoing 
usefulness of this latest handbook in 
reinforcing our faith and undergirding our 
creed as Salvationists.

General Shaw Clifton

New Handbook of Doctrine available



Kev’s close shave for cancer

Major Kevin Unicomb, The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory’s Youth and Children’s Secretary, sheds his 
locks for the World’s Greatest Shave, a fundraising campaign for the Leukaemia Foundation. Chief Secretary 

Colonel James Condon became chief hair cutter at Territorial Headquarters on 12 March to ensure Kevin’s sponsors 
that the deed had been done. Coloured hair spray was also available on the day for people to “colour their hair for 
a cure”. Photos: Shairon Paterson 
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Advancing Army’s 
Indigenous ministry
An event of great significance for The Salvation Army and its 

Indigenous ministry took place in Adelaide in February.
 Indigenous people ministering in the Army, along with non-
Indigenous with a passion for and experience of ministry with 
Aboriginal people, gathered for an inaugural discussion.
 Representatives from both The Salvation Army Eastern and 
Southern territories attended, with participants representing 
ministries and programs in North Ipswich, Moree, Karratha, 
Darwin, Alice Springs, Port Augusta, Adelaide and Healesville.
 There are increasing numbers of Salvationists interested 
in advancing Aboriginal ministry in the Army. Many officers 
and soldiers view such ministry as nationally significant. This 
interest is resulting in new approaches, working alongside 
Aboriginal people in productive partnerships rather than 
working for Aboriginal people.
 During the three-day gathering, souls were saved, prayers 
of healing and reconciliation conducted, stories heard from 
ministry and programs in the field, and the efforts of all trying to 
advance the ministry were affirmed. One significant Aboriginal 
leader who provides great service to his people through his 
employment with The Salvation Army, committed his life to 
Christ.
 “This was a breakthrough event, where we could gather and 

recognise each other,” said Salvationist Vince Ross.
 “The Salvation Army is showing great understanding of the 
uniqueness of Aboriginal people. We must be recognised as a 
spiritual people first and foremost. Any ministry to us, whether 
social or community, must recognise the inherent spirituality of 
Aboriginal people. Too many programs and welfare  
fail because this is not recognised.”

Adrian Kistan (far right), Indigenous Ministries Coordinator for The 
Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory, with some of the other 
representatives at the gathering in Adelaide.

The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory launched 
a partnership last month with Micah Challenge – a global 

campaign by Christians speaking out against poverty and 
injustice.
 Micah Challenge works alongside churches, Christian aid 
agencies and individuals to encourage leaders to halve global 
poverty by 2015.
 The territory’s Social Justice and Community Development 
Coordinator Robyn Evans said Micah focuses particularly on the 
Millennium Development Goals and being accountable to these 
global targets.
 “Micah is a Christian organisation that has built up a 
reputation that speaks into government, but also the church 
body to gain support and educate people about issues and how 
various denominations should be a voice for those who are poor 
and marginalised,” she said.
 “They represent a number of key Christian organisations 
and we felt it was time for us to join those discussions.”
Robyn said the Army will contribute to Micah’s campaigns and 
incorporate them into existing Army projects.
 The first campaign involving the Australia Eastern Territory 
will be the Voices for Justice conference in Canberra during 
June.
 During 2008-09, Micah Challenge campaigned for child 
and maternal health and saw an encouraging increase in aid 
spending to help meet this need. But last year 8.8 million 
children still died before their fifth birthday, most from easily 
preventable causes like diarrhoea and pneumonia. 
 “We know that our God values these kids so we need to 
make sure these issues stay on the minds of our leaders in the 
lead-up to the 2010 federal election,” said Micah Challenge 
Australia National Coordinator John Beckett.

Salvos sign up to 
Micah Challenge

(Major Marie Gittins)

Popular 18-year-old Salvation Army Lockyer Valley Corps 
member Charlotte James was given a special farewell at a 

recent Sunday service.
 Charlotte is leaving to take up studies as an intern with the 
Army’s Edify program, a street-level mission in Sydney.
 “The program fosters personal growth allowing us to 
connect with the poor and marginalised and to be part of 
the rebuilding, restoring and renewal of broken lives and 
communities,” she said. 
 Charlotte has been a member of the Lockyer Valley Corps 
for the past six years, passing through the ranks of junior 
soldier, corps cadet and youth group. She has also won the 
Commissioner’s Award and Star for her achievements as a 
member of Sunbeams.
 “Even though I will be leaving behind so many good 
friends, this move is something I have wanted to do for a long 
time,” she said. 
 “After I have obtained my certificate in youth work, if 

there is no position 
available for me in 
Sydney I can return 
to Queensland and 
continue studies in 
social work.”

Friends say goodbye: 
Charlotte James (left) 
with her friend Rachel 
Summbersby at her 
farewell service.

North NSW Division Youth and Children’s Secretaries 
Captains Roscoe and Melanie Holland and young people 

from the division attended an ID (Identification) Weekend 
during February. 
 Special guest for the weekend at “The Centre” in Bonville 
was Matt Gluyas who is a Youth Pastor at Auburn Corps and 
also works at Greater West Divisional Headquarters in youth 

ministry. Matt taught about discipleship – what it means, looks 
like and how to be a better disciple of Jesus. 
 There were delegates from Gunnedah and Byron Bay for the 
first time, as well as representatives from Tamworth, Armidale, 
Grafton and Lismore. All those who attended joined together 
in LIFE groups, some for the first time, followed by a night of 
prayer. 

ID Weekend in North NSW

Fond farewell at 
Lockyer Valley
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(Captains Paul and Kaylene Morrice)

The Salvation Army’s Belconnen Corps in the ACT launched 
its 24-7 Prayer project in February, with 12 people 

participating overnight, from 6pm on Saturday through until 
6pm on Sunday.
 24-7 Prayer is an international, interdenominational 
movement of prayer, mission and justice that The Salvation 
Army is involved with in various territories around the world, 
including the Australia Eastern Territory from the start of this 
year.
 The Belconnen community event started with a few songs 
before prayer began. There were eight prayer stations spread 
out around the room with the central focus on the healing 
pool. After talking to people about their experiences, the most 
common response was that they started at the healing pool and 
by seeking healing there first, were more relaxed and thus more 
able to focus on God and felt comfortable praying for others. 
Some people stayed around not wanting to leave.
 The focus of Sunday morning worship was “Our Church 
is a Holy Place” where Christ is found. On entering the room, 

people were asked to remove their shoes and leave bags and 
other items in another area. This was designed to remove 
distractions so that the focus could be on prayer. The opening 
was We Are Standing On Holy Ground.
 The prayer stations were the healing pool, our children, 
ourselves, our fellow believers, the cross, comfort, the world/ 
Haiti/ human trafficking, and encouragement to others. 

Belconnen launches 
prayer vigil

One of the 
prayer stations at 
Belconnen Corps.

(Captain Peter and Lieutenant Tara McGuigan) 

Capricorn Region Corps, with its new catchphrase “A 
Church for Everyone”, held its inaugural Curry Night on 23 

February. 
 It was the result of more than a month exploring with 
Central Queensland University how The Salvation Army 
can create a place of welcome, friendship and spiritual life 
development with students, particularly international students. 
 More than 50 students and friends attended this “first” for 
Capricorn Region. About 20 people from the corps were on hand 
to welcome the visitors and begin to build relationships with 
them. 
 It was orientation week at the university and many of 
the students had just arrived in town. They had come from 
countries as far away as Germany, Portugal, Mauritius, Sweden, 
Sri Lanka and India. Of course, there were Australians too! 
 Everyone enjoyed a delicious north-west Indian curry and 
a game of trivia. Lieutenant Tara McGuigan shared her story of 
how she migrated from Sri Lanka to Australia in the late 1980s 
and how God had guided and directed her journey. 
 “When I look back to those early days in Australia, I am 
amazed at how God has led me and what he has called me to 
be,” she said.
 Captain Peter McGuigan explained how The Salvation Army 
in Australia was very much a community church desiring to be 
in partnership with the whole nation to make Australia a better 
place for all. He said the Army takes its lead from Jesus who 
said “I am the light of the World” and challenges all people to 
shine this light to all. 

 Graham Ivers, a Capricorn Region Salvationist and lecturer 
at the university, also brought a brief welcome and encouraged 
the students to pursue a balanced lifestyle in Rockhampton – 
one that included the nurture of their spiritual life.
 A DVD highlighting the need to stop human trafficking in 
the world was also an important part of the night. 
 At the end of the night, the students and their new-found 
friends thanked the team of Indian “chefs” and helpers. These 
included Saupriya Solanki, and Alex and Angel Christian who 
are now members of the church. 
 A retiring offering resulted in funds for The Salvation 
Army’s work in developing nations, and many students 
returned the following Saturday for “The Light Concert” staged 
by Capricorn Region Corps to reach out to the community. More 
than 260 people attended. 

Curry and chat 
at Capricorn 

Captain Peter and Lieutenant Tara 

McGuigan with some of the people  

who attended the Curry Night.

Furniture factory 
changes direction

Looking at Scott McIntosh you might be forgiven 
for thinking he’s a big, rough character, but 

nothing could be further from the truth.
 Scott has a big heart and an even bigger passion 
for his ministry at This Way Up Furniture Factory. 
 This Way Up works with the many young 
people in the Newcastle and Central NSW Division 
whose lives have been changed through the 
nurturing and patient training from Scott and his 
team.
 Newcastle and Central NSW Mission and 
Resource Director Captain Andrew Schofield 
said This Way Up commenced operating as a 
training factory in furniture manufacturing for 
disadvantaged young people around 15 years ago. 
For the last 10 of these Scott has been manager.
 “The quality of manufacturing can be seen not 
only in the DHQ [Divisional Headquarters] board 
room, with the magnificent meeting table and 
furniture, but also in many of the local coffee shops 
and hotels,” Captain Schofield said.
 A viability survey was conducted in 2009 on 
all social centres in the division and it became 
evident that the future of This Way Up needed to be 
assessed.
 After a rigorous evaluation process, including 
both internal and external advice, the decision was 
made that the service in its present form should 
close, reopening at a later time to widen the scope of 
training services for young people in the Newcastle 
and Hunter region.
 This Way Up Furniture Factory ceased operating 
on 31 March and the Newcastle and Central NSW 
Division put together a team to implement the 
closure and transition into an exciting new era of 
youth education and support.

This Way Up Furniture Factory team members (from 

left) Violeta Stojanovski, Dane Williams, Rob Battishill, 

Scott McIntosh, Daniel Robinson, Sam Ferrier and 

Oliver Kohl, were thanked recently for their valued 

service and commitment to The Salvation Army.

(Majors Bruce and Cheryl Carpenter)

The Mainly Music program has been launched at Dee Why Corps, in 
northern Sydney. 

 The Dee Why Corps has a team of 10 people who faithfully minister in 
this new program.
 In the first week, 45 people attended, in week two there were 51 and the 
third week attracted 49. Of the 24 families who registered for the program, 
17 are new to Dee Why Corps.
 “We are so excited with the attendance over these three weeks and 
God has been blessing us big time with the new ministry,” Major Cheryl 
Carpenter said.
 “We are looking forward to the coming weeks as we all have a great 
expectancy that the Lord will deliver more new families into this group 
then, over time, bring these families further into knowing the Lord.” 

New music group
at Dee Why

A Mainly Music group at Dee Why Corps.

Tess Falconer, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Red Shield 
Defence Services Major Barry Nancarrow, was farewelled at a morning 

tea at ACT and South NSW Division Headquarters on 27 January.
 Tess, who is retiring, has worked with four RSDS chief commissioners 
during her almost 10 years of employment, during which time she 
diligently applied her knowledge and experience to create a professional 
operational office.
 She not only performed her secretarial function, she also provided 
valuable pastoral care to RSDS members deployed overseas and to their 
families at home. 
 Major Nancarrow paid tribute to Tess and thanked her for her loyalty, 
commitment, friendship and motherly care to all members of RSDS over 
the years.

Tess’ service saluted

At the farewell morning 
tea are (from left) RSDS 
Chief Commissioner 
Major Barry Nancarrow, 
Assistant Chief 
Commissioner Major 
Pam Nancarrow and 
RSDS Representatives 
Envoys Lyndley and 
Clover Fabre with Tess 
Falconer (centre).
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Position Available

Web Developer
Full time 35 hour week

 
You will work as part of the online team 
designing and developing websites and 
other online forms of communication 
for The Salvation Army. Some of your 
work will include being responsible for 
designing website layouts and elements, 
the development of online applications 
and functionality, testing and ensuring 
the functionality of sites and special 
functions, responding to website 
enquiries amongst other duties.  

For more information please contact 
Workplace Relations on (02) 9266 9545 
or email your application including 
urls of examples of your work to 
recruitmentTHQ@aue.salvationarmy.org
Applications close Wednesday 14 April 
2010

(Captains Neville and Jenny Hall)

Noosa Corps held its first outreach chapel service to the 
homeless community at Johns Landing, on the shores of 

Lake Cooroibah, on 17 January. 
 The event is a fortnightly outreach and the corps officers 
have ministered to this community for the last 18 months on a 
Friday night by providing a barbecue dinner and fellowship.
 “God had led us to push harder and commence a chapel 
service out there. We kicked off with some praise and worship 
singing and while there may not have been any adults that 
turned out that week we had seven children come and attend 
Sunday school under the mango tree,” Captain Neville Hall 
said.
 “How awesome it was to see these little ones enjoying the 
activities and hearing about Jesus for the first time. 
 “Since that first Sunday morning we are now finding and 
hearing stories of people sitting out front of their tents and 
hiding behind trees in order to hear the service. The Word of 
God through song and reading of the Scriptures is making it 
into the tents of the people in this community.”

 The Sunday school has now grown to eight children and 
they run to greet their leaders Elle Hall, Martin Charles and 
Lauren Ansell every week.
 “We can’t wait to go back out there each week and see what 
God has in store for this planting,” Captain Hall said.

Outreach to 
Noosa homeless

The Noosa Corps outreach chapel service.

Sydney Congress Hall’s Sherrie Cocking has received a Rotary 
Pride of Workmanship Award from the Rotary Club of Dee 

Why Warringah on 23 February.
 As a volunteer and Salvationist, for many years Sherrie has 
managed SAGALA programs (Moonbeams, Sunbeams and 
Guards) for girls aged from six to 17.
 During this time, she has influenced many young lives, 
teaching the girls life skills as well as Christian values.
 Sherrie also manages a team of other adult leaders, 
continually encouraging and empowering them to lead the 
SAGALA girls. 
 Among those to praise the dedication of Sherrie was the 
Executive Director of The Salvation Army’s Collaroy Centre, Ken 
Heffernan. 
 “For a number of years Sherrie has gone above and beyond 
by directing a single mothers’ camp [at Collaroy] for mothers in 
deep financial need and in a need of a break, in need of love and 
care and in need of education,” he said.
 “Under Sherrie’s direction she has facilitated for them love 
and care, a wonderful holiday, and education in life skills.”
 Sydney Congress Hall Corps Officer Captain Lyn Edge said 
Sherrie had been a committed and hard-working member of the 
corps for more than 20 years. 
 “She started attending this church in her late teens, and with 
the exception of a few years when she lived in Taree, has been 

actively involved in various areas of service here in the City of 
Sydney,” she said.
 “Sherrie has had a long-term commitment to the leadership 
of the timbrels here. This girls group has benefited from Sherrie’s 
stability and enthusiasm for more than 15 years. I would go so 
far as to say that without Sherrie’s leadership, this group would 
not be functioning today.”

Rotary honours dedicated Salvationist

Sherrie Cocking (centre) receives her award from Dee 
Why-Warringah Rotary President Jenny Smith, and Rotary 
District Represenative Bob Kay-Smith.

In preparation for the 125th anniversary of The Salvation 
Army Australia Southern Territory’s Waverley Temple Band/

Hawthorn Citadel Band, a request has been made for any audio 
tapes, videos or photos of concerts or other activities of either 
band.

 If you can assist please contact the Band Secretary, Rex 
Harvey, on 0428 332 826 or email: corpswaverleytemple@aus.
salvationarmy.org.
 The anniversary will be celebrated on the weekend of 14-15 
August. 

Salvation Army band memorabilia wanted
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24-7 Prayer 
Roster
29 March – 4 April: Fairfield City Corps
2-4 April: Forbes/Parkes Corps
5-6 April: Mackay Corps, Mackay Northern Beaches Mission, 
Yeppoon Mission
7-10 April: Townsville Riverway Corps
11 April: Longreach Corps
12-13 April: Gladstone Corps
14-15 April: Emerald Corps
16-18 April: Bundaberg Corps
18-24 April: Far North Queensland Cluster (Atherton Tablelands, 
Cairns, Centennial Lodge)
25-26 April: Bowen Corps
27-29 April: Divisional Headquarters and Retired Officers, 
Central and North Queensland
30 April – 3 May: Divisional Youth Secretary, leaders and youth 
at youth councils, Central and North Queensland
4-11 May: Capricorn Region Corps
12-13 May: Divisional Headquarters, Central and North 
Queensland
14-15 May: Blackwater Corps
16-23 May: Townsville Faithworks Corps

(Majors David and Lea Palmer)

Gosford Corps welcomed five new adherents into the corps 
family in February.

 The service was a time of praising God and celebrating as the 
five proudly accepted their adherents’ badges and certificates. 
 Pam Zihrul, one of the adherents, had written the story of 
her journey over the past few years and a copy was placed in 
every mail box at the corps.
 Pam’s husband, David, was diagnosed with cancer and 
given only three months to live. She covenanted with God that 
she would worship him as Lord for the rest of her life if the 
results from her husband’s aggressive doses of radiation and 
chemotherapy came back with positive.
 Three years later, David also was enrolled as an adherent 
and spoke of having been an atheist who now finds himself 
worshipping at Gosford Salvation Army every Sunday. 
 The Zihruls often open their lovely home up to the ladies 
fellowship, and they also help with the maintenance of the 
corps’ large complex. 
 Michael  Hirst spoke of being loved by and accepted into the 
church family and is a keen supporter of SAGALA.
 Lydia Flynn was a contact made through street ministry by 
Captain Tom Hope. She began to attend Home League and then 
worship services at Gosford Corps. 
 Ruth Iddon is also a street ministry contact made by Captain 

Hope who was invited to Sunday worship.   
 Gosford Corps’ theme for 2010 is “Draw 
near to me and I will draw near to you” 
(James 4:8). At the conclusion of the meeting, 
Major David Palmer spoke about the need 
to draw near to God and more than 70 
people responded by moving out to the altar 
for prayer and to sign a commitment card 
stating they wanted to draw near to God. 

ENROLMENTSGosford Corps

New adherents at Gosford are (from left) Lydia Flynn, David Zihrul, Pam 
Zihrul, Ruth Iddon and Michael Hirst, with Major David Palmer.



The Salvation Army has also commenced distribution 
of food and essential non-food items to people living in the 
corridor south-east of Port-au-Prince.

This food distribution brings the number of meals from the 
Army to more than 1.5 million, with another 2.5 million meals 
scheduled for delivery.

Salvation Army medical staff in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, have 
played a part in the miraculous survival of 28-year-old Evan 

Ocinia, who was pulled from the rubble on 8 February – 28 days 
after the earthquake brought devastation to the region.

Evan was taken to the Salvation Army clinic at its compound 
in the Delmas 2 area of Port-au-Prince after being pulled from 
debris in the nearby marketplace. Two men were digging 
through the rubble when Evan called out to them. The men who 
found him knew the Army had a “hospital” nearby. 

Evan was extremely dehydrated and had skin abrasions but 
did not appear to have any critical wounds or broken bones. He 
was able to hold his head up alone and sip water from the doctor 
who accompanied Army personnel taking him to the University 
of Miami Hospital near the airport.

The Army has taken responsibility for the care of 20,000 
people living in temporary shelter near its Port-au-Prince 
compound. Its medical clinic continues to treat more than 
250 people a day on-site, with several transfers daily to the 
university hospital.

Army personnel have been sent to Petit Goâve and Jacmel 
to assess the needs and formulate a response.  Among them is 
recently arrived Captain Stuart Evans from the Australia Eastern 
Territory, who is on an eight-week deployment. 

In his initial report to Australia, Captain Evans said: “The 
mass of people in the compound is quite confronting – some 
20,000 people. It is amazing how people have returned to 
some normalcy even under the conditions in which they live, 
setting up small stalls throughout the camp. I will be doing the 
administration role which has many pieces to it.”

to Bududa District – about 250km from the capital Kampala – to 
assess the situation and take immediate action. The Army has 
two corps in the district.

Concerns remain for the safety and wellbeing of the local 
population. 

Around 2000 people were displaced from their homes, many 
properties destroyed and entire fields of crops ruined.

General Shaw Clifton announced on 1 March that the 
membership of the High Council, the body which elects 

The Salvation Army’s worldwide leader, has been expanded 
to include all officers holding the appointment of Territorial 
President of Women’s Ministries. 

“This is an important moment for The Salvation Army,” 
General Clifton said.

“Although the number of members that will be added to 
the High Council is relatively small, this decision is a strong 
affirmation of the equal role that women leaders play in the 
Army’s worldwide ministry. 

“The inclusion of these leaders in future deliberations of 

Evan Ocinia, 
pulled from the 
rubble after 28 
days, is checked 
by a doctor at The 
Salvation Army 
clinic in Port-au-
Prince.

Miracle man survives 28 days under rubble

the High Council is consistent with both our theology and our 
history, and I am simply delighted.”

The next High Council meeting will have a male/female 
ratio of almost 50:50. It is likely that the number of female 
members will, for the first time in the Army’s history, exceed 
that of men. 

Consistent with The Salvation Army Act 1980, the change 
was approved in an electronic vote by more than two-thirds 
of the Army’s active commissioners and it was verified by the 
Army’s solicitors, Slaughter and May. 

A formal amendment to the Act was made through the 
General’s signing of a Deed of Variation.

 

A massive landslide in Uganda on 8 March killed at least 80 
people with up to another 350 reported missing in the days 

after the natural disaster which buried three villages.
The landslide, triggered by heavy rain, swept down the 

slopes of Mt Eglon, with about 100 children reportedly among 
the dead and missing.

The Salvation Army’s Uganda Command sent three officers 
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The Salvation Army in southern Chile is combining its 
resources and using careful planning to help people affected 

by the earthquake on 27 February and tsunami that caused 
devastation to much of the country, particularly in and around 
Concepcion.

The emergency disaster headquarters for the southern 
region has been established at The Salvation Army Corps in 
Hualpencillo, located between Concepcion and the coast. The 
corps has a kitchen where meals can be prepared. There are tents 
set up at the corps, some occupied by Salvation Army soldiers 
from Hualpencillo whose homes were washed away by the 
tsunami caused by the earthquake.

An emergency disaster team arrived on 1 March from 
Valdivia with goods and resources. Vans and other emergency 
vehicles are delivering meals and other essentials. Local 
Salvationists are being supported by an emergency disaster 
services team from Osorno, 250km south of Hualpencillo.

More than five years ago, Major Juan Gutierrez, then corps 
officer at Hualpencillo, dug a well to water the lawns and 
gardens around the Army’s property. He never used it but it is 
now an important part of the Army’s quake efforts.

The current corps officer, Major Abraham Marin, installed a 
pump and, using a generator supplied by Major Roberto Moya, 
corps officer at Osorno, there is now a source of clean water.

The capital, Santiago, was not affected as badly as the 
southern cities but the earthquake still caused damage there. In 
one neighbourhood, between 1500 and 2000 people are supplied 
with meals every day. 

Major Nancy Alarcon, on leave recovering from surgery, has 
taken charge of missing persons enquiries at the Army’s Chile 
South Divisional Headquarters. 

More than 3000 enthusiastic Salvationists and friends 
welcomed General Shaw Clifton and Commissioner Helen 

Clifton on their arrival at Maya-Maya Airport, Brazzaville, in the 
Republic of Congo last month.

Salvation Army personnel inspect damage to an Army property in 
the wake of the devastating earthquake in Chile.

General Clifton cuts the ribbon to officially open a new extension 
to the Hotel Auberge during his visit to Congo. 

Speaking in French as well as English, the General 
encouraged Salvationists of the Congo (Brazzaville) Territory 
to remain faithful to God and to be ready to witness for Jesus 
Christ.

A press conference at the Olympic Palace Hotel was 
attended by many reporters. Questions focused on the 
Army’s mission, its aid to Haiti and the message to Congolese 
Salvationists.

The General visited the departments at Territorial 
Headquarters. Later, at Moukoundji-Ngouaka Clinic, he visited 
the ophthalmologic unit and prayed for patients. 

Nzoko Corps Soldiers welcomed the General during the 
dedication of their new hall.

“May this building become a great light which will attract 
children and adults of this area. Those who see it will think of 
Jesus Christ’s message,” General Clifton said.

Among the 3500 attendees at the women’s ministries rally 
at Moungali Corps were two deputies to the National Assembly 
(Charlotte Emilienne Lekoundzou and Nathalie Kolelas) and 
Laurentine Milongo, the widow of former Prime Minister André 
Ntsatouabantou Milongo.

Highlights of the rally included the crowning of the 
territorial women’s ministries queen, music items and a drama 
presented by women officers about human trafficking.

Commissioner Clifton urged the women to imitate the 
example of the biblical figures Priscilla and Aquila. More 
than 500 people went to the mercy seat in response to the 
commissioner’s appeal.

Later in the day more than 2000 young people attended a 
youth rally where the General enrolled 190 junior soldiers. 

Army workers in 
Chile join forces 
in aid relief

General Clifton 
visits Congo

Army responds to landslide in Uganda

High Council membership expands 
to include more women 
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Army Training College as part of the 
Enthusiasts session.

Following commissioning in 1939, Pro-
Lieutenant Escott was the Corps Officer 
at Portland Corps, with Captain Mary 
Osbourne, and then at Bowral Corps. 

It was at Bowral that Joy met her future 
husband, Lieutenant Hylton Niemann. 
During a three-year engagement to 
Lieutenant Niemann, Lieutenant Joy Escott 
served at Deniliquin, Griffith, Waverley, 
and Waterloo corps’ and Stanmore Girls 
Home. They married in December 1941.

In January 1942, Mrs Captain Joy 
Niemann and Captain Hylton Niemann 
were appointed together to Walker Street 
Corps. Joy wrote in her life story that they 
did welfare work there for a company of 
soldiers as World War II was in progress.

Following Walker Street Corps, they 
were appointed to Ryde Corps, where 
they remained for three years. They won 
the Youth Shield for their work with the 
young people, and their daughter Neryda 
was born there. Murwillumbah Corps, 
Hornsby Corps and Ashfield Corps 
followed, and their second daughter, 
Cheryl, was born at the latter.

In 1950, they commenced 
appointments in the Property Department, 
and they moved to Brighton-Le-Sands – 
where their son Lyndon was born – and 
attended Rockdale Corps. Joy remained 
in property for 12 years and during this 
time was promoted to Mrs Senior-Captain 
(1952) and Mrs Major (1959).

In 1962, she moved to the Divisional 
Guard Organiser position in the Goulburn 
Division, followed by a position at the 
Brisbane Peoples Palace.

In 1969, she moved back to the 
Property Department and received the 
rank of Brigadier.

In 1971, while still in the Property 
Department, she became Mrs Lieutenant-
Colonel Niemann. 

Thirty years of the Niemanns’ 
officership was spent in the Property 
Department; Hylton was Property 
Secretary for nine of them.

In 1979, Mrs Lieutenant-Colonel Joy 
Niemann retired from active service as an 
officer and moved to Soldiers Point with 
her husband. In 1991, the couple moved 
to Macquarie Lodge and participated in 
chapel. Joy was a gifted musician and 
played the organ at Macquarie Lodge for 
17 years. 

In September 1995, Hylton was 
promoted to glory.

Joy had written her life story before 
she was promoted to glory and it was 
read at her funeral. Her closing lines read: 
“I now have 10 grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. Praise God for all His 
goodness through the years.”

A man of God

David Mole was 
promoted to glory 

on 10 February from 
St Andrews Hospital, 
Brisbane, aged 72.

A thanksgiving 
service was conducted by 

Lieutenant-Colonel Wally Greentree at 
The Salvation Army’s Kalbar Corps on 16 
February.

Many of the songs and choruses used 
in the service, such as Thank You Lord, 
One With My Lord and Whosoever Will May 
Come, had been specially chosen by David.

Family and friends travelled from near 
and far to pay tribute to a true and faithful 
soldier of Jesus Christ.

One of David’s favourite passages of 
Scripture, Romans 8:18-39, was read by 
his grand-daughters, Mellissa and Katelyn 
Mole. Prayer was offered by Major Bill 
Mole (brother).

Darrel Mole (son), supported by his 
brother, Warren, shared many experiences 
of growing up in a home where the love 
of God and caring concern for people was 
clearly shown in the lives of his parents.

Before reading Territorial Commander 
Commissioner Linda Bond’s message, 
Major Wayne Maxwell, Divisional 
Commander of the South Queensland 
Division, spoke of his last visit to David. 
When he suggested reading a particular 
Bible passage, David immediately began 
quoting it, thus was his knowledge of the 
Scriptures. Commissioner Bond spoke of 
David’s dedicated service in a variety of 
ministries and of his passion for people.

In presenting the corps tribute, Corey 
Bock said that Galatians 5:22 came to mind 
when he thought about Major Mole’s 
life, for he exemplified “the fruit of the 
Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control”. He was a man of God, a man of 
the Word and a man of prayer.

Lieutenant-Colonel Ray Wilson 
represented the retired officers, 
highlighting David (and wife Valda’s) 
support of this group. His contact 
went back over many years and he had 
witnessed their dedicated ministry.

In retirement, David was involved in 
prison chaplaincy and representing all the 
chaplains. Envoy Marcus Young spoke of 
David’s dedicated service in this ministry, 
even when his health began to fail.

Lieut-Colonel Greentree quoted a 
verse he had shared with David just prior 
to his promotion to glory, Colossians 
2:6: “So then, just as you received Christ 
Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him.” 
These words were true of David and he 
challenged all to follow David’s example.

One of the last songs David sang with 

Assured of Lord’s promises

John Penfold was promoted to glory on 9 
January, aged 88.

A funeral service was held at the 
Drysdale Funeral Parlour in Nambour on 
18 January, conducted by Russell Morgan. 

The Scripture reading was taken from 
John 14:1-7, when Jesus comforts his 
disciples about eternity. Russell referred to 
the constant hope Jesus’ disciples had for 
their eternal destination and likened this to 
where John is now, in heaven.

In his message, he said: “And perhaps 
we can honour the life of John Penfold by 
considering our relationship with Christ 
before it is our turn to stand before him.”

To God Be The Glory was the opening 
song, and Standing On The Promises was 
sung before the benediction of Psalm 23.

Captain Glenn Price read the Territorial 
Commander Commissioner Linda Bond’s 
letter, which said: “When we say John 
Penfold was promoted to glory, we 
celebrate the fact that God has honoured 
this humble, devoted, trusting servant.”

Speaking to the family, Commissioner 
Bond also wrote: “You have the certain 
hope that as your loved one was in Christ 
on earth, he will be with him for eternity.”

John Charles Penfold was born on 
24 February, 1921 in Norwood, South 
Australia.

He married Helen Mary Crampton in 
1942. They lived in South Australia and 
ran two lolly shops for a number of years.

In October 1964, John commenced 
service as a Divisional Envoy at Mount 
Morgan Corps. In 1966, he moved to 
Clermont Corps and in 1969, to Charters 
Towers Corps.

In 1970, John became a Territorial 
Envoy in the Australia Southern Territory 
and served in appointments at Adelaide 
West Corps, Millicent Corps, Murray 
Bridge Corps, Salisbury Corps and Kadina 
Moonta Wallaroo Corps. During that time, 
in 1974, he became an Auxiliary-Captain.

After 10 years in the Southern Territory, 
Auxiliary-Captain Penfold returned to the 
Eastern Territory and in 1980 commenced 
at Salisbury Corps (Queensland) followed 
by Capalaba Corps, Shortland Corps and 
Casino Corps.

In March 1986, Auxiliary-Captain John 
Penfold retired from active service for The 
Salvation Army. John and Helen retired at 
Coolum Beach, with both of them involved 
in ministry work at Nambour and Noosa 
corps’.

John’s wife, Helen, was promoted 
to glory in December 1990. They had 
four children: David, Trevor, John and 
Margaret.

In late 1992, John married Myra Fuchs 
and became stepfather to Robert, Janelle 
and Rodney. John and Myra moved 

children in Salvation Army programmes 
overseas.

They both often thanked God for their 
five children, 13 grandchildren and a 
great-granddaughter, all of whom brought 
them great joy.

Well done, good and faithful servant.

Dedicated to Lord’s work

Joy Niemann was 
promoted to glory from 

Macquarie Lodge on 9 
February, aged 95.

A funeral service was 
held at the Metropolitan 
Funeral Home in Rockdale, 

and was followed by a thanksgiving 
service at Macquarie Lodge on 16 
February.

Captain Tony DeTommaso (former 
chaplain at Macquarie Lodge) was the 
officiating officer.

The songs were requested by Joy 
herself: How Great Thou Art, My Jesus, I 
Love Thee and Safe In The Arms of Jesus. 
Psalm 91 was read by Lynda Evans, a 
musical tribute was offered by Joy’s son 
Lyndon Niemann, and a grandchildren’s 
tribute was shared by Paul and Kymberlie.

Commissioner Linda Bond, the 
Australia Eastern Territorial Commander, 
noted in her letter that Joy was a 
wonderful officer because she was a 
wonderful person. The letter also said: 
“[Joy’s] musical talents were used to the 
maximum as she and her husband served 
for many years as corps officers. But 
beyond the corps and even into retirement, 
her singing and playing abilities were used 
for ministry. Her gentle spirit, her interest 
in the sick, in young people, in the lost and 
her love for family were hallmarks of her 
life.”

Joy Escott was born on 27 August, 1914 
in northern NSW to Emmaline and John 
Escott. 

She was the first-born and because her 
parents were so happy to have a daughter, 
they named her “Joy”. Joy’s parents 
later had a son (who passed away) and a 
daughter, Thelma.

Joy attended West Kempsey Public 
School and High School. She learnt voice 
production, singing and piano.

Joy’s grandparents lived on a farm and 
had Salvation Army officers regularly visit 
them. 

This was where the connection 
with the Army began and later Joy was 
dedicated in The Salvation Army.

Emmaline was a Sunday school leader 
and so Joy attended before becoming a 
leader also. Later, she also led corps cadets.

In 1938, at the age of 23, Joy left 
Kempsey Corps and entered The Salvation 

to Woody Point in Redcliffe in 1994 to 
enjoy their later years of retirement. In 
2003, John moved to a nursing home in 
Sandgate.

John was a much loved husband, 
father, stepfather, grandfather and great-
grandfather.

Faithful and joyful

David Eldridge was 
promoted to glory on 

3 February from Blackburn, 
Victoria, aged 80.

Major David Eldridge 
(son) conducted the 
thanksgiving service at 

Ringwood Corps on 10 February.
Favourite Scripture passages from 

Romans 8 and Revelation 3 were read, and 
the songs And Can It Be, How Wonderful 
To Walk With God and the prayer chorus 
Prayer Gently Lifts Me To Highest Heaven 
were sung.

Family tributes were given by David’s 
brother Reverend Vic Eldridge, his 
daughter Christine Cairns, and his son-
in-law Warren Hutchinson. Alan Collett, 
Darryl Clark and John Cleary delivered 
friendship tributes. A tribute from David’s 
grandchildren was also given.

David Gordon Eldridge was born in 
Lismore, NSW on 6 February 1929. He 
was the fourth of five children to Salvation 
Army officer parents who served most of 
their officership in NSW before retiring in 
Queensland.

David was educated in a range of 
schools, but at all of them he excelled 
in sport. He represented Queensland in 
rugby union and basketball.

David married Mabel (also known 
as Mary) Davidson at Mayfield, NSW, 
in 1949. They began their married life 
in Brisbane, initially soldiering at West 
End Corps, and later at Brisbane City. 
He served as songster leader and played 
trombone in the band.

After many years in Brisbane, the 
family moved to Melbourne, initially 
attending Box Hill Corps and then 
Koonung Corps where David was 
bandmaster and songster leader.

David and Mabel transferred to Fitzroy 
Corps and then later to Brunswick Corps. 
In May 1983, David joined the Melbourne 
Staff Band and served as a bandsman for 
eight years before retiring and joining the 
band reserve in 1991.

David and Mabel’s home was always 
open and over the years many people 
experienced and enjoyed their hospitality 
and love for God. 

In retirement, David and Mabel lived 
at Inala Village where he managed a shop 
that directed a share of profits to assist 

others in his hospital room was I Am Thine 
O Lord and this was used at the graveside 
service that followed the funeral.

Grand-daughter Lauren Mole read 
Psalm 23 before Lieutenant-Colonel 
Greentree shared a devotional comment 
and encouraged everyone with the 
knowledge that in heaven our earthly 
bodies would be transformed and all the 
infirmities would be gone.

David John Mole was born on 21 
September, 1937 when his parents were the 
corps officers at Ayr in north Queensland. 
Five other siblings joined the family: 
Henry (deceased), Bill, Olive, Edith and 
Valerie.

David and his family lived in 
numerous Queensland and NSW country 
towns before settling at Beachmere, 
attending the Caboolture Corps. David 
was a committed soldier, participating in 
many corps ministries. 

It was at the Beerburrum Outpost 
Sunday school that he met Valda Green. 
They were both 15.

David married Valda on 2 April, 1960 
and they served at Dorrigo Corps until 
entering The Salvation Army Training 
College in 1961 as members of the Soldiers 
of Christ session.

Other appointments included 
Riverview Training Farm for Boys; 
Goulburn Gill Memorial Home for 
Boys; Algate House, Broken Hill Boys 
Home; William Booth Men’s Hostel and; 
Townsville Rehabilitation Services Centre 
– where David was the manager during its 
inauguration as the Mancare Centre.

Captain Mole was then appointed to 
St Peters Rehabilitation Services Centre, 
The Anchor Men’s Crisis Centre, Mudgee 
Corps, Hornsby Gateway Corps and 
Panania Corps.

Following those appointments, 
Major David Mole served as Assistant 
Manager at Pacific Lodge in Dee Why, 
Corps Officer at Uralla Corps, Manager 
at Campsie Community Services Centre, 
Assistant Manager at Pacific Lodge, 
Assistant Manager at Montrose, and 
Support Services Officer at Minchinbury 
Rehabilitation Services Centre.

For five years prior to retirement, 
the Moles served as Corps Officers at 
Engadine Corps.

In October 2002, David and Valda 
retired to Kalbar in Queensland where 
he was a member of the corps leadership 
team. He was also involved in welfare 
work and prison ministry.

David was a kind, loving and generous 
man who deeply loved his wife Valda, his 
sons Warren and Darrel and their families. 
He was a devoted grandfather to his six 
grandchildren: Jeremy, Mellissa, Daniel, 
Matthew, Katelyn and Lauren.
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about people

Births
To Lieutenants David and Tahlia Grounds a girl Dorothy Mae on 18 
February.

Bereaved
Major Margaret Millington of her mother Mary Eileen Walsh on 9 
February; Lieutenant-Colonel Brian Hood of his mother Irene Hood on 
23 February.

Change in status
Rwanda and Burundi Region will be known as Rwanda and Burundi 
Command, effective 1 April.

International Appointments
Effective 1 April: Major Stephen Chepkurui, Officer Commanding, Rwanda 
and Burundi Command; Major Grace Chepkurui, Command President 
of Women’s Ministries, Rwanda and Burundi Command; Captain Jean 
Clenat, General Secretary, Rwanda and Burundi Command; Captain 
Elianese Clenat, Command Secretary for Women’s Ministries, Rwanda 
and Burundi Command.
Effective 1 June: Commissioner Donald Ødegaard, International Secretary 
for Europe, International Headquarters; Commissioner Berit Ødegaard, 
Zonal Secretary for Women’s Ministries – Europe.
Effective 1 July: Commissioner James Knaggs, Territorial Commander, 
USA Western Territory; Commissioner Carolyn Knaggs, Territorial 
President of Women’s Ministries, USA Western Territory; Colonel 
Raymond Finger, Territorial Commander, Australia Southern Territory, 
promoted to commissioner 1 July; Colonel Aylene Finger, Territorial 
President of Women’s Ministries, Australia Southern Territory, promoted 
to commissioner 2 July; Lieutenant-Colonel Peter Walker, Chief Secretary, 
Australia Southern Territory, promoted to colonel 1 July; Lieutenant-
Colonel Jennifer Walker, Territorial Secretary for Women’s Ministries, 
Australia Southern Territory, promoted to colonel 1 July.
Effective 1 August: Colonel Oscar Sanchez, Territorial Commander, 
Brazil Territory, promoted to commissioner 3 August; Colonel Ana 
Rosa Sanchez, Territorial President of Women’s Ministries, promoted 
to commissioner 4 August; Lieutenant-Colonel Tito Paredes, Territorial 
Commander, Latin America North Territory, promoted to colonel 1 
August; Lieutenant-Colonel Martha Paredes, Territorial President of 
Women’s Ministries, Latin America North Territory, promoted to colonel 
1 August.

International Retirements
Commissioners Philip and Patricia Swyers, USA Western Territory, on 
1 July; Commissioners Peder and Janet Refstie, Brazil Territory, on 1 
August.

Marriage
Captain Julie Kruss to Terry Layton on 6 March.

Promoted to glory
Major Madge Fletcher (Rush) on 26 February.

Promotion
Major Kay Nelson, to that rank effective 5 February.

Retirement
Envoy Roylene Conway from Barraba Corps; Commissioners Barry and 
Raemor Pobjie on 31 August.

Study Success
Major David Eyles has been awarded his Bachelor of Administrative 
Leadership by the University of New England.

time to pray

28 March – 3 April
Philippines Territory; Deniliquin Corps, Dubbo Corps, Dulwich Hill 
Corps, Dural Corps, Earlwood Corps, Eastern Suburbs Community 
Welfare Centre, all NSW; Self Denial Altar Service (28); Sydney East and 
Illawarra Division youth rally (28); Good Friday (2); Camp Kiah, SAGALA 
(2-5).

4-10 April
Major Heather Gill, Papua New Guinea Territory; Emerald Corps, Qld; 
Eastlakes Corps, Fairfield City Corps, both NSW; Education and Training 
Department, Emergency Services, Employment Plus, all THQ; Easter 
Sunday (4); Sydney East and Illawarra Division chaplain’s forum (8).

11-17 April
India South Eastern Territory; Faith Cottage, Family Tracing Service, 
Forbes/Parkes Corps, Forster/Tuncurry Corps, all NSW; Family Tracing 
Service, Qld; Finance Department, THQ; Newcastle and Central NSW 
Division Kid’s Camp (12-16).

18-24 April
Captains Peter and Gail White, South Africa Territory; Gladstone 
Corps, Glen Haven, both Qld; Foster House Complex, Gill Waminda 
Residential Aged Care, Glebe Corps, Glen Innes Corps, all NSW; Alcohol 
Drug Conference, Geelong (18-21); South Queensland Division Women 
Officer’s Retreat (20).

25 April – 1 May
Captain Kaye Barber, Australia Southern Territory; Gold Coast Recovery 
Services Centre (Fairhaven), Gold Coast Temple Corps, both Qld; 
Gosford Corps, Goulburn Corps, Grafton Corps, Granville Corps, all 
NSW; Anzac Day (25); Red Shield Appeal opening, Brisbane (27); ACT 
and South NSW Division women’s rally, Wagga Wagga (27); Red Shield 
Appeal opening, Sydney (28); ACT and South NSW Division women’s 
rally, Canberra (28); Sydney East and Illawarra Division Crisis and 
Support Services Forum (30); Central and North Queensland Division 
Youth Councils (30 April-3 May); ACT and South NSW Division social 
justice event (1); Sydney College of Divinity graduation (1).

2-8 May
Greater Liverpool Mission, Griffith Corps, Gunnedah Corps, Hannam 
Vale Corps, Hawkesbury City Corps, all NSW; Greenslopes Community 
Welfare Centre, Gympie Corps, both Qld; Red Shield Appeal opening, 
Central Coast (4); Red Shield Appeal launch, Ipswich (4); Red Shield 
Appeal launch, Gold Coast (5).

engagement calendar 

Commissioner Linda Bond (Territorial Commander)
Sydney: Thu 1 Apr – candidates board
Sydney: Fri 9 Apr – visit to Employment Plus centres
Macquarie Park: Sun 11 Apr – visit to Macquarie Park Plant
Bexley North: Thu 15 Apr – School for Officer Training lecture
Batemans Bay: Sat 17-Sun 18 Apr – opening of Batemans Bay Corps 
building
Sydney: Mon 19 Apr – ANZAC luncheon with Red Shield chaplains
Sydney: Wed 28 Apr – Red Shield Appeal opening
Bexley North: Fri 30 Apr – School for Officer Training retreat day
Sydney: Wed 19 May – NSW Ecumenical Council annual dinner
Sydney: Sat 29-Sun 30 May – Red Shield Appeal

Colonel James (Chief Secretary) and Jan Condon 
Sydney: Thu 1 Apr – candidates bard
Brisbane: Thu 1-Sun 4 Apr – Brisbane City Temple Easter meetings
#Brisbane: Wed 21 Apr – Red Shield Appeal official opening
*Wagga Wagga: Tues 27 Apr – ACT and South NSW women’s rally
*Canberra: Wed 28 Apr – ACT and South NSW women’s rally
#Sydney: Wed 28 Apr – Red Shield Appeal opening
Bass Hill: Sun 2 May – Weeroona chapel service
Sydney: Thu 6 May – candidates board
#Parramatta: Fri 7 May – Red Shield Appeal opening
Arncliffe: Sun 9 May – Macquarie Lodge chapel service
Newcastle: Fri 14 May – Red Shield Appeal opening
*Tuggeranong: Thu 20 May – seniors rally
Bexley North: Fri 21 May – School for Officer Training retreat day
Inverell: Sun 23 May – corps visit
Sydney: Sat 29-Sun 30 May – Red Shield Appeal

* Colonel Jan Condon only
# Colonel James Condon only
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