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When winter comes to a 
close and spring sets 
in, the world begins 
its journey of rebirth.

 My parents have an amazing bush 
right outside their front door. It 

flowers with a beautiful bright red blossom for about one 
week a year. That’s it! One week a year! 
 I saw it last Sunday. The colour was exquisite. I visit my 
parents’ home quite regularly and I have never noticed it 
before. They have had the bush for many years and as this 
article is probably revealing, I am not a gardener. I can’t tell 
you the name of the plant but I am drawn to its colour. And 
drawn to this bush I was. The sight drew my attention to 
other colours in their garden and beyond, as the magnificent 
display of nature changes in appearance and the new life 
begins to set in.
 Now I am guessing that anyone still reading this article is 
expecting me to write about new beginnings, colour and new 
life. I could easily go there, but my thoughts wandered to the 
journey of the seasons and how for the past three months 
the plants have stood, enduring the cold and the nakedness, 
waiting for the day to arrive when they could display their 
magnificence to the world, even if just for a week.
 I have recently been journeying with a song that bears 
the title Unredeemed. Yes, the title made me look twice, and 
the lyrics of this song have stayed with me as I’ve had the 
chance to reflect on some of my life’s experiences.
 “The cruellest word, the coldest heart, the deepest wound, 
the endless dark, the lonely ache, the burning tears, the 
bitter nights, the wasted years; Life breaks and falls apart 
but we know these are places where grace is soon to be so 
amazing. They may be unfulfilled, they may be unrestored 
but when anything that’s shattered is laid before the Lord 
just watch and see, it will not be unredeemed.”*
 Each one of us goes through our own significant winter 
experiences but to those of us who believe, we know the 

amazing “colours” of grace, forgiveness and redemption that 
soon will be so amazing.
 The song continues: “For every choice that led to shame 
and all the love that never came. For every vow that someone 
broke and every life that gave up hope. We live in the shadow 
of the fall but the cross says these are all places where grace 
is soon to be so amazing. They may be unfulfilled, they 
may be unrestored but when anything that’s shattered 
is laid before the Lord just watch and see, it will not be 
unredeemed.”

show your 'colours'
When we read articles in a publication such as this about 
people making a difference through their individual passion 
areas and art forms, we are drawn to the “colour” of the 
testimony. The journey of faith in the Creator God is like a 
spring of the soul and it is indeed beautiful. It’s colourful! It’s 
new! It’s fresh! Allow yourself to be drawn to the “colour” as 
you read.
 For those readers involved in creative ministries who 
may personally be feeling that the winter is way too long, 
this song has a final word for you. In the last repeat of the 
chorus one line changes: “They may be unfulfilled, they may 
be unrestored ... but you never know the miracle the Father 
has in store ... just watch and see, it will not be unredeemed.”
 It’s spring! Let’s make this world a colourful place. It’s 
time to blossom just where you are planted.
 “Do not neglect your gift, which was given you ... Be 
diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so 
that everyone may see your colour.” (1 Timothy 4:14-15. 
Emphasis mine, originally “progress” NIV).
 Now where did I put those coloured pencils?

*Unredeemed words and music by David Petak, Tony Wood 
and Chad Cates © Growth Spurt Music, New Spring Inc. Row 
J Seat 9 songs. Upper Cates Music CCLI 77104.
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Creativity makes the world a colourful place



the big  
           picture

T
he Salvation Army’s recently 
formed Townsville Riverway Youth 
Band has been attracting an 
encouraging number of Indigenous 

children from the community and judging 
by the enthusiasm shown in this photo 
the kids are loving being involved.

Townsville, in north Queensland, has 
one of Australia’s bigger Aboriginal 
populations. The Army is particularly 
keen to expand its ministry to Indigenous 
people in the city and the youth band is 
one area it has been focusing on. 

“We have one of the country’s largest 
communities of Indigenous people living 
here in Townsville so right from the start 
we have felt God leading us to ministry to 
the Indigenous,” says Major Bruce Harmer 
who helps out with the youth band.

“The program includes not only music 
lessons and opportunities to perform, but 
invitations to both the children and their 
parents to attend church.

“There are both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous kids in the band and we are 
working towards them being a regular 
part of our Thursday night church.”

The future of the Army’s Indigenous 
ministry in Townsville is looking positive 
with, Major Harmer says, plans to apply 
for funding to employ an Indigenous 
Youth Worker.  

Music ministry 
is child’s play
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meaningful to Damien as his international 
orchestra commitments.

 “When it comes to finding time for the 
[Munich] corps band, I feel that music is 
one area where I can offer praise to God 
and, hopefully, be of some encouragement 
or blessing to others,” Damien told Creative 
Ministry during his visit to Sydney for the 
Australia World Orchestra concerts in August. 
 
Obvious talent 
Sydney-born Damien is the son of Majors 
George and Beryl Lingard. He has been living 
and working in Germany since 2007 to further 
his impressive musical career. 
 Now 29, he was eight years old when 
he learned his first instrument. It was at 
the Army’s Gold Coast Temple corps in 
Queensland. The instrument was a cornet. 
 He switched to trombone two years 
later. By his mid-teens, he was playing in the 
Brisbane City Temple band. He completed a 
Bachelor of Music degree at the Queensland 
Conservatorium and moved to Sydney for 
further music study. 
 While in Sydney, Damien spent three years 
with Sydney Congress Hall band – the last 
few months under the leadership of his older 
brother, Justin. 
 He left for Germany four years ago.      >>> 

Most of the week, Germany-
based Australian Salvationist 
Damien Lingard sits in the 
associate principal trombone 

seat of a 55-member international orchestra 
entertaining thousands of people in Europe’s 
great music halls. 
 It’s his full-time job. Getting paid to do 
what he loves and enjoys most in life and 
providing the musical backing for some of the 
world’s greatest singers is a bonus. 
 Tens of thousands more see and hear 
the concerts through television, radio, CD 
recordings and other electronic media form. 
 Despite his absence overseas, Damien’s 
abilities have not gone unnoticed back home, 
either. 
 A few weeks ago, the son of Salvation 
Army Australia Eastern Territory officers 
returned to Sydney, by invitation, to play with 
90 other specifically selected members of the 
first Australia World Orchestra at a sell-out 
series of concerts at the Opera House. 
 Damien also plays in The Salvation 
Army’s German Staff Band, which included 
performances in England recently as part 
of International Staff Band 120th birthday 
celebrations. 
 But on most Sundays, he puts on his 
Salvation Army uniform to worship at his 
current home corps in Munich, where once 
a month a band of three provides musical 
support for a dozen or so worshippers. 
 His corps is the only one in the sizeable 
German city. The experience of playing in such 
a small band to so few worshippers is just as 

Trombonist Damien Lingard has travelled all over 
the world to play with some of the greatest 
musicians in the greatest halls, but, as he told 
BILL SIMPSON, it is a little Salvation Army band 
in Germany that keeps him grounded

“I feel that music is one 
area where I can offer 

praise to God ...”

Photo: Shairon Paterson
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The Munich Radio Orchestra (Münchner Rundfunkorchester) is a German 
symphony orchestra based in Munich.  

 It is one of the two orchestras affiliated with the Bavarian Radio (Bayerischer 
Rundfunk), the other being the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra. 
 A precursor ensemble to the Munich Radio Orchestra was established in 
the 1920s. The current Munich Radio Orchestra was formalised in 1952, with 
Werner Schmidt-Boelke as its first chief conductor. The orchestra’s focus has 
traditionally been on light music, with particular emphasis in its early years as 
an orchestra for operettas. It was also historically known for its Sunday concerts. 
 From the chief conductorship of Lamberto Gardelli (1982-1985) onwards, 
the orchestra expanded its repertoire into opera, specifically Italian opera. This 
work continued under the orchestra’s next three chief conductors, all Italians, 
Giuseppe Patanè (1988–1989), Roberto Abbado (1992–1998), and Marcello 
Viotti (1998–2005). This activity extended to commercial recordings of operas 
and opera excerpts with the orchestra’s chief conductors. 
 The orchestra faced budget constraints and the threat of dissolution by 
Bavarian Radio in 2004. In protest at these threats to the existence of the 
orchestra, Viotti resigned as chief conductor that year. After negotiations, the 
orchestra was preserved, with a reduction in size from 72 to 50 musicians. 
 Since September 2006, the orchestra’s chief conductor has been Ulf Schirmer. 
Schirmer has conducted commercial recordings for the Bavarian Radio’s own BR-
Klassik label, including Karl Amadeus Hartmann’s Des Simplicius Simplicissimus 
Jugend. The orchestra has also recorded for other labels such as CPO, RCA, 
Acanta and Sony Classical. 
 For more information on the orchestra, go to: http://www.br-online.de/br-
klassik-english/muenchner-rundfunkorchester

Initially, he studied in Stuttgart, where he 
was offered a traineeship with the Stuttgart 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 
 Two years later, he was a full-time member 
of the Munich Radio Orchestra (Münchner 
Rundfunkorchester), playing more than 60 
live concerts a year – which are also televised 
or broadcast on radio – plus CD productions. 

 The orchestra – now in its 60th year and 
self-described as “Munich’s most amazing 
orchestra” – tours regularly throughout 
Europe. It has an upcoming concert series 
in Spain and a performance in Salzburg with 
opera superstar Placido Domingo. 
 Some of this season’s concerts will be 
broadcast live in 32 countries. Damien has his 
own page on the orchestra website. 
 His German Staff Band commitments 
take up to six weekends a year and include 
travelling 500km once a month for rehearsals.  
 The Australian World Orchestra is a new 
concept. The orchestra’s website describes 
it as: “An historic first ... one of the most 
exciting orchestral initiatives in Australia’s 
cultural history.”  
 More than 90 of Australia’s successful 
classical musicians from 45 orchestras 
around the world were brought together for a 
weekend of concerts at Sydney Opera House. 
 
brotherly influence 
Justin is Damien’s inspiration for choosing a 
musical career. Six years older than Damien, 
Justin was a member of the Australian Army 
band (Sydney and Melbourne) for more 
than 10 years. He has played in Salvation 
Army bands at Brisbane City Temple, Gold 
Coast, Sydney Congress Hall, Camberwell 
(Melbourne) and Hobart. 
 He has also played with the Tasmanian 
Symphony Orchestra, Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, Australian Opera and Ballet 
Orchestra and several private orchestras. 
Justin is currently a professional freelance 
musician and school music teacher in Sydney, 

and was aware at a young age that Damien had 
something special. 
 “I remember him having lessons as a 
little boy at the Gold Coast with the deputy 
bandmaster. It only took a couple of months 
before the deputy bandmaster said he had 
taught Damien all he knew. Damien was good, 
even then. 
 “Damien has always been very disciplined 
with his music. He’s very dedicated to 
his trombone. He was always going to be 
successful.”    
Damien agrees with Justin’s description of his 
discipline, but says it was no big deal for him. 
 “I chose music as my career simply 
because of my love of the art form,” he says. 

“I enjoy the rehearsal process, particularly, 
and the constant challenge of producing my 
absolute best. Practise has never really been 
a chore, either. So, to be able to earn a living 
doing something that I love is a tremendous 
opportunity. 
 “I would have to say that having a 
musician for an older brother was the major 
influence. Through him, I was given an insight 
into trials and tribulations and rewards of a 
musical life. 
 “Growing up, our household was often 
filled with music of all styles. My parents were 
very keen to make sure that we had every 
opportunity. 
 “Music is a powerful force and can touch 
the heart in ways that words alone sometimes 
cannot. I’m sure that every Christian musician 
hopes that the Holy Spirit can move people 
through the music that they play.”   
 Damien is pretty well satisfied with life, 
at the moment. The work is enjoyable. There 
are no definite plans for further change in the 
foreseeable future. 
 “I try not to think more than a year or so 
in advance, so I’ll wait and see what the Lord 
has planned.” 

bill simpson is a staff 
writer for Pipeline and 
supplements.

“Music is a powerful force 
and can touch the heart 
in ways that words alone 

sometimes cannot.“

(From far left) Damien 
Lingard with his brother 
Justin; playing in the Munich 
Corps band with his dad 
Major George Lingard; 
suited up for the Australia 
World Orchestra; and 
(below) marching with the 
German Staff Band.

Damien Lingard (back row third from left) with the Munich Radio Orchestra. Photo: Marek Vogel

C r e a t i v e  M i n i s t r y  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 1 9



11C r e a t i v e  M i n i s t r y  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 110 C r e a t i v e  M i n i s t r y  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 1

“Inspirations” was the theme of the 
Saturday evening concert at Brisbane 
City Temple on 6 August, featuring 

renowned Salvation Army composer and 
arranger Richard Phillips. 
 The concert also included performances 
by the Brisbane City Temple learner, young 
people’s and senior timbrellists, a cornet solo, 
Joyous Song, by Rodney Everitt who displayed 
good-quality execution and joyful dynamics, 
and well-presented pieces by the Brisbane City 
Temple band.
 Phillips commenced his career as a 
classical pianist and his first piece was the 
Piano Concerto in A Minor (Greig, arr. M 
Kenyon). The nuances, dexterity, flexibility 
and technical skill displayed thrilled the 
audience. Other pieces in this segment 
included Put Your Hand in the Hand, which had 
the audience toe-tapping, and Bring Him Home 
(from Les Miserables). 
 Phillips’ love of Salvation Army music 
was displayed in his adaptation for piano of 
the band march Flag of Freedom. This again 
produced much toe-tapping as well as clapping 
from the audience.
 The second half of the concert commenced 
with the band playing Torchswingers followed 

music
by the timbrellists with the display Dance 
Before the Lord. Todd Everitt then presented 
the euphonium solo In Christ Alone with the 
band conducted by Phillips.  
 The featured guest then presented his 
composition New York Profile which captured 
the various aspects of quintessential New 
York. This was followed by the Gowans 
and Larsson piece Love Cannot Fail. The 
silence at the conclusion demonstrated an 
overwhelming appreciation of not only the 
pianist’s talent, but also the feelings that were 
conveyed during the presentation.
 Sustained applause commenced before 
Phillips had concluded his presentation of the 
last movement of Piano Concerto 2 in C Minor 
(Rachmaninoff).

Among so many other highlights in 
this piece, the nimbleness by which the 
difficult intervals were played was more than 
appreciated by the audience. 
 The simplicity and emotion of In His Time 
was in stark contrast to the previous piece. 
Again, silence at the conclusion spoke more 
than what sustained applause could have 
conveyed.
 The pianist and the band combined to 
then present I’ll Follow Thee. These were sacred 

If the cover of Richard Phillips’ newest CD, The 
Sound Of Inspiration, looks familiar, you might be 

amused to know that it is the same mountaintop as 
the iconic image of Julie Andrews singing the title 
song in The Sound Of Music.
 That bit of trivia alone is enough to tell you that 
the experience you’ll enjoy will be anything but 
routine or karaoke. 
 The Sound Of Inspiration is a unique rendering 
with unexpected takes on standards – old and new, 
spiritual and secular. One track features the Barry 
Manilow favourite, I Write The Songs, only with a 
religious twist. Both worship styles of contemporary 
and traditional are well-represented, and Salvos will 
particularly enjoy Richard’s Sydney E Cox Collection.
 Working with both General John Larsson (Ret.) 
and General John Gowans (Ret.) has proved to 
be among the highlights of Richard’s career thus 
far. For Churchbury, Richard teamed with General 
Gowans for the offering inspired by Fairest Lord 
Jesus. That selection will also be published in the 
upcoming revision of The Salvation Army Song Book.
 Listening to this renowned concert pianist/
composer will bring a special dynamic of piano 
and band. The release of this, Richard’s fifth CD, 
coincides with his latest tour of Australia where he 
played to audiences in Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, 
and Perth.
 The Sound Of Inspiration is available 
from Salvationist Supplies in Sydney (www.
salvosuppliessyd.com) for $26.50.

 – Major Frank Duracher

The Sound Of Inspiration  
(Richard Phillips)

moments again, prompting more silence at 
the conclusion of the piece.
 The evening ended with the combined 
presentation by the pianist, band and 
timbrellists of Joy, Peace and Happiness – a 
wonderful way to conclude an evening of 

“Inspirations”.
 Both Phillips and his wife, Lyn, featured 
in the Sunday morning meeting where they 
ministered powerfully, both in music and 
personal testimony.
 The Sunday afternoon concert included 
presentations by the Brisbane City Temple 
band, timbrellists and songsters. Phillips’ 
contributions included another band march 
adapted for the piano, The Red Shield. A 
selection of Sidney Cox’s songs concluding 
with the heartfelt playing of Follow Thou Me, 
left the audience again in silence.  
 After the reading of Psalm 121, Phillips 
presented Trust in God which was centred 
around the words, “By the love that never 
ceased to hold me”. The presentation 
concluded with the challenge “Trust God” in 
an audio-visual display.
 Phillips also played a smaller, informal 
concert in a function room at Sydney Congress 
Hall. 

Since the mid-1990s, the words of 
Salvation Army Major Chris Witts have 
been an inspiration to thousands of 

listeners – an encouragement at just the right 
time. 
 On 21 July, Major Witts celebrated 15 
years of presenting the Morning Devotions 
segment on Sydney-based Christian radio 
station Hope 103.2.
 He began his affiliation with Hope 103.2 
in an off-air capacity when Reverend Vernon 
Turner, then the station’s Managing Director, 
approached him to be involved in station 
management. Not long after, Major Witts 
was asked to contribute on-air to the 9.05am 
Morning Devotions segment. 
 “My first segment went on the air on 
Sunday, 21 July 1996,” he recalls.
 “And I was scheduled to present two days 
a week, Sundays and Wednesdays. Over the 

next few weeks, I gradually took on more days 
until Vernon retired from the program in early 
1997.
 “I’ve truly loved the opportunity to serve 
God in this way. And I’ve always said that if 
one person is brought to Christ as a result of 
Morning Devotions, it’s worth everything.”
 Major Witts’ first break in the industry 
came at only 16 years of age when he 
left school to join Radio 2XL in Cooma in 
southern NSW. It was 1967 and he remembers 
being a wide-eyed teenager from the bush 
with little experience, and yet excited at 
launching his on-air career.
 “I’ve always loved radio,” he says. “As a 
10-year-old, I used to sit on our back verandah 
at home practising my radio announcing skills 
and dreaming about becoming a disc jockey. 
And that dream never left me.”
 A year after moving to Cooma, Major 

Witts became a Christian. His life then took 
a different path as God called him away 
from radio and into full-time ministry as a 
Salvation Army officer.
 “While I happily responded to God’s 
calling in The Salvation Army, I often 
wondered, ‘What’s happened to my radio 
yearnings? Will they ever be fulfilled again?’
 “God’s answer was a firm ‘Yes’. But I had 
to keep pressing forward in faith – until 1996, 
when this amazing opportunity at Hope 103.2 
presented itself. Not only was I back in radio, 
but this time it was Christian radio with a life-
changing message! 
 “It really was a dream come true that year 
to present my first ‘Morning Devotions’ on-air 
segment.
 “Immediately I felt the truth of the old 
saying, ‘God is no man’s debtor’. This means 
when we surrender our abilities to him, he 

blesses and uses them for his glory and for our 
enjoyment.
 “I resumed my usual full-time Salvation 
Army officer ministry in 2000, but the 
privilege of Morning Devotions has continued. 
I never dreamed God would still be using me 
after 15 years of presenting the daily segment.”

‘Morning Devotions’ milestone for  Major Witts

Phillips inspires
Brisbanewith

his

Tune In To Chris 
Witts’ Morning 

Devotions on Hope 
103.2 each morning 

at 9.05am
Major Chris Witts presents “Morning Devotions” every morning on Hope 103.2. 
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For as long as he can remember, Ben Ward 
has wanted to be a musician. And his passion 
has been the piano. He tells ESTHER PINN 
the invitation to become the new pianist for 
the Sydney Staff Songsters was exactly the 
type of opportunity he was hoping would 
come along                                           >>>

Thepianoman
Photo: Shairon Paterson



says the piano has always been his passion.
 “I guess it’s [playing the piano] an 
expression; it’s like a way of getting out 
everything that’s inside me,” he says. “And 
it’s a limitless way of doing that. Also, I guess 
what it brings for other people is an important 
thing for me.”
 While music has always come naturally 
to Ben, it hasn’t always been an easy ride, 
particularly when he developed Repetitive 
Strain Injury (RSI).
 “I remember a few years ago when I was 
playing, like, really heavy duty and I got an 
RSI problem in my hand. That was devastating 
because I couldn’t play for a while.” 
 Not only is Ben gifted with an exceptional 
technical ability to play the piano, but he 
also has a flair for song writing. His musical, 
Freddy and Eden Presents Beautiful Things was 
recently nominated for the Sydney Fringe 
Festival.
 Ben, like many members of the Sydney 
Staff Songsters, attends the Glebe Corps. 

esther pinn is a staff 
writer for Pipeline and 
supplements.

Ben has big shoes to fill
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Allowing himself a moment’s pause, 
Ben Ward quietly chuckles before 
talking about his first day on the job 
as the new pianist for the Sydney 

Staff Songsters.
 “For me there’s a little bit of, I don’t know 
quite what I’ve gotten myself into but it’s an 
exciting journey,” he says of his role with The 
Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory’s 
premier singing group.
 And a new and challenging adventure 
it is. Ben certainly has big shoes to fill: the 
songsters’ previous pianist was none other 
than accomplished Salvation Army musician 
Major John Wiseman. 
 That and not being familiar with the 
songsters’ repertoire prior to joining, meant 
Ben was just a little nervous about meeting 
the group’s high standards.
 “Mostly I’ve been frantically sight-reading 
as we go along. I’ve been chucked into the 
deep end a little bit, but that’s okay,” he says. 

“So it’s a great challenge – baptism by fire is the 
best way of doing it.” 
 Earlier this year, Sydney Staff Songsters 
leader Graeme Press approached Ben about 
becoming their new pianist.
 “When John told me he was going to step 
down from the role I knew that Ben was the 
person I wanted as his replacement,” says 
Graeme.
 “So I was naturally very pleased when I 
asked him and he was so enthusiastic about 
taking on the role.”
 For Ben, becoming the songster’s pianist 
seemed a natural transition. He had been 

waiting for an opportunity to present itself in 
the creative ministry world of The Salvation 
Army and, despite the massive challenge, 
eagerly accepted Graeme’s invitation.
 “I knew something would come along, I 
just didn’t know what it was,” he says. “I had 
talked to Graeme Press about wanting to be 
involved more creatively in the Army, but 
that was quite a while ago. When he came to 
me and said, ‘what do you think of this?’ I 
immediately responded, ‘that sounds perfect’.”
 Major Wiseman agrees with the choice. He 
says with the job demanding much more than 
just musical ability, Ben is ideal for the role.
 “Musically he’s a very talented person but 
he’s also a very humble person and someone 
who is willing to be used by God,” Major 
Wiseman says.
 “Being the Sydney Staff Songsters pianist 
you have to be prepared to bend, you have to 
learn that it’s not about you. 
 “Your role as the pianist is vital for the 
ministry of the group, but it’s not about the 
accompanist. Your role is to enhance the 
ministry of the songsters, without the focus 
being on what you’re doing. 
 “My experience of Ben is that he will fit 
perfectly.”

Musical pedigree
Like most musicians, Ben’s love for music 
began at an early age. He started playing the 
piano when he was just three, encouraged by 
parents with a strong musical pedigree. His 
mother also plays the piano while his father is 
a classically trained tenor vocalist.

 “There was always lots of music in the 
house and for as long as I can remember I’ve 
always played. I can’t remember not playing,” 
he says.

 Ben started having piano lessons and by 
the time he was 14 had become proficient 
enough to begin teaching others.
 At the age of 17, he started attending 
The Salvation Army at Lambton Corps in 
Newcastle. Eager to use his musical ability, it 
wasn’t long before he was leading worship 
there.
 Around the same time, he began 
studying classical piano at the Newcastle 
Conservatorium of Music, before spending a 
few years at the University of NSW studying 
jazz.
 Now 25, Ben works full-time for the 
family business, Theme and Variations Piano 
Services. He also spends many weekends and 
evenings teaching piano and working as a 
performance coach.
 Practising for up to four hours a day, Ben 

“… it’s [playing the 
piano] an expression; 

it’s like a way of getting 
out everything that’s 

inside me.”

Ben Ward is the latest in a long and distinguished line of 
pianists to be involved with the Sydney Staff Songsters.

 Craig Woodland was the songsters’ inaugural pianist, 
playing for the group from its inception in 1989 until 1994. 
He was followed by Greg Archer who had a brief stint 
before the songsters went into a two-year recess.
 The Sydney Staff Songsters re-formed in 1997 with Derek 
Ivers on piano. He stayed in the role until 2001.
 Matthew Pethybridge was the next to play piano for the 
songsters, joining in 2002 and remaining with the group 
until 2007.
 When Matthew left to head up the Creative Ministries 
Department at The Salvation Army’s New Zealand, Fiji 
and Tonga Territory, it was accomplished Salvation Army 
musician Major John Wiseman who sat down behind the 
piano for the Staff Songsters. He described his three-year 
stint as an absolute privilege and blessing.
 “Yes, without a doubt it was a tremendous blessing to be 
involved with the ministry of the songsters,” he says.
 “Not only is it an external ministry, but there were many 
times that God ministered to me as I sat behind the piano 
listening to the inspired words and music of the songsters. 
It’s a time I look back on with great fondness and gratitude.”

Ben Ward is one of 
three musicians who 

accompany the Sydney 
Staff Songsters. The other 
two are Pete Kelly and 
Ben Pullen. 
 Pete, who turns 28 this 
month, is the songsters’ 
drummer and is in his 
second year with the 
group. He attends the 
Parramatta Corps of The 
Salvation Army.
 Ben, who plays bass 
guitar, is 19 and worships 
at the Hurstville Corps. 
He was just 16 when 
he joined the songsters 
in 2009, becoming the 
youngest-ever member of 
the group. 

Staff Songsters pianists

Craig Woodland (1989 - 1994)

Greg Archer (1995)

Songsters in recess (1995 - 1996)

Derek Ivers (1997 - 2001)

Matthew Pethybridge (2002 - 2007)

Major John Wiseman (2008 - 2010)

Ben Ward (2011 - 

Trio’s vital role behind the scenes

Ben Ward takes a break 
from practice for the 
Sydney Staff Songsters 
where he will come under 
the leadership of Graeme 
Press (below).
Photos: Shairon Paterson
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The Salvation Army’s Carindale Band and Timbrel Brigade visited 
Tuggeranong Corps in Canberra over the weekend of 10-11 

September.
 The weekend began with a performance by the 44 band members 
at the Australian War Memorial on Saturday afternoon.
 Under the leadership of Carindale Corp Officer, Major David 
Terracini, the band then held a musical program on the Saturday 
evening. Among the highlights of the concert were the band’s playing 
of Shalom, led by Bandmaster Steve Stein, and I Will Call Upon 
The Lord conducted by Deputy Bandmaster, Jared Proellocks, the 
timbrel brigade display of Wyndfield and a performance of CZARDAS 
(Hungarian folk dance) by violinist Emily-Rose Farren, accompanied 
by Major Terracini on the piano.
 The band and timbrels led the congregation in worship the next 
morning. Luke Terracini performed a cornet solo Help Us Build A 
Happy World while the timbrels led the congregation in Keep Me 
Praising. 
 Tuggeranong Music and Creative Arts Coordinator, Scott Lingard, 
concluded the concert by leading the Tuggeranong Songsters in I Will 
Be Christ In You.
 On Sunday afternoon, an outreach concert was held at the local 
Bunnings Warehouse.
 The Carindale Band and Timbrel Brigade also visited Taree Corps 
and Dulwich Hill Corps before arriving in Canberra. 

Carindale sections  
bring blessing  
at Tuggeranong

The Sydney Youth Band of The Salvation Army visited Port 
Macquarie Corps from 16-17 July.

 While the weekend started off in wet conditions, it cleared just in 
time for the Saturday night program.
 “The excitement and enthusiasm of the youth band were not 
dampened by the rain that continued to fall throughout the weekend,” 
said Major Kelvin Pethybridge, the Sydney Youth Band Executive 
Officer.
 The concert commenced with a performance by the Port 
Macquarie Corps Band which played Hadleigh Camp. The Sydney 
Youth Band then followed, playing a variety of music from Laudes 
Domini to Mumbo Jumbo with a number of the pieces focusing 
on movie and television show themes such as Hawaii Five-0 and 
Braveheart.
 While playing Caribbean Beat the band mixed up their 
performance by forming a conga line as the drum carried the rhythm.
 During the program Sydney Youth Band Leader Josh Godkin, 
interviewed a number of the band members and encouraged them to 
share about the ministry of the band and what God was doing in their 
lives.
 On Sunday morning, the Sydney Youth Band and the Port 
Macquarie Corps Band joined forces to visit some retirement villages 

Sydney Youth Band 
brightens weekend 
for Port Macquarie

to share the gospel through music to the residents.
 The youth band then returned to the corps in time to conduct the 
morning worship service. The young people’s enthusiasm and joy in 
this service continued to be experienced by all who came to worship.
 Jono Lang played the cornet solo The Prayer and Major 
Pethybridge brought a challenging message on the subject, “The Battle 
for the Cross”.
 “The Sydney Youth Band gives Salvation Army young people the 
opportunity to come together and enjoy good music, be supported 
in the challenges they face as Christian young people and an 
opportunity to use their gifts in service and ministry,” said Major 
Pethybridge.
 At the conclusion of worship, the band and corps joined in a 
fellowship lunch followed by a Sunday afternoon concert. 

16 C r e a t i v e  M i n i s t r y  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 1

t h e  c u t t i n g  e d g e

The second in a series of CDs featuring 
General John Larsson (Ret.) playing 
piano arrangements of songs from 

the Gowans and Larsson musicals has been 
released.
 The CD highlights music from two of their 
most influential works: Jesus Folk and Spirit!
 Many of the 32 songs featured are well 
known – 10 of them made it into the current 
edition of The Salvation Army Song Book.
 “The lyrics of these songs,” writes General 
Larsson, “have become part of the mental 
furniture of thousands of Salvationists, often 
without them knowing that they originated in 
one of these two musicals.” 
 Favourites include He Came to Give us Life 

in All Its Fullness; You Know I Love You; Ask, Ask, 
Ask And It Shall Be Given; Burning, Burning and 
To Be Like Jesus.
 The CD comes with a booklet containing 
the song words written by General John 
Gowans (Ret).  
 The first CD in the series, featuring music 
from Take-over Bid and Hosea, was released by 
Salvationist Publishing and Supplies last year 
and has been one of its best-selling recordings.
 John Larsson plays Jesus Folk and Spirit!  is 
available from Salvationist Supplies in Sydney 
(www.salvosuppliessyd.com), as is the first CD 
in the series.
 Visit www.johnlarsson.com for further 
information and sample tracks.

Latest in Gowans and Larsson CD series released

Emily-Rose Farren (top) performs a violin solo, and (below) the 
Carindale band performs at the Australian War Memorial. 

The Sydney Youth Band and Port Macquarie Corps Band combine 
for a performance in Port Macquarie.
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t h e  c u t t i n g  e d g e

More than 180 talented young people gathered for The Salvation 
Army’s Queensland Performing Arts School (QPAS) at the 

Alexandra Conference Centre from 2-9 July.
 “The purpose of the camp is two-fold,” explained Captain Emma 
Johnson, South Queensland Divisional Youth and Candidates 
Secretary who led the camp alongside her husband, Captain Ben 
Johnson.
 “Firstly, it’s to help kids and young adults to deepen their 
relationship with Jesus and, secondly, to enable them to exercise and 
explore their gifts and refine them to use in their local church and 
local community.”
 The conference theme centred on the Bible passage of Micah 6:8 – 
act justly, love mercy and walk humbly.
 “We looked at being changed by those verses and what holiness 
means. Not just in terms of our personal walk with God but also what 
it means when it’s lived out in the community,” shared Captain Emma.
 The sessions offered at the conference were both practical 
and spiritual. About 15 different practical sessions were available 
including dance, painting, tech production, mass vocal and percussion. 
These were followed by teaching and worship sessions that focused on 
aspects of holiness. 
 “We also did devotions each evening and that’s the first time 
that’s happened at camp and a lot of the kids really enjoyed that,” said 
Captain Emma.
 A concert was held on the last day of the conference and brought 
together all the hard work from the week.
 “The concert was basically a worship event based around this 
idea of Micah 6:8. The kids tried to give the congregation some 
understanding of their journeys from the week,” said Captain Emma.
 Overall, Captain Emma Johnson said the conference was a 
success and she was overwhelmed by the amount of lives that were 
transformed.
 “The highlight of the camp for me would have to be seeing the 
depth of spirituality of our young people, their incredible giftedness 
and their strong desire to love God, serve him faithfully and to reach 
out to others in their community,” she said.

Lives transformed 
as QPAS impacts 
Queensland youth

Agent of T.R.U.T.H. character Logan (top) was a “guest” 
conductor at QPAS, a week of creativity which included both 
traditional and contemporary forms of performance.  

Inspirational weekend as Melbourne  
Staff Songsters visit Parramatta
The Salvation Army’s Parramatta Corps was packed over the 

weekend of 13-14 August as more than 350 people gathered  to 
enjoy a spectacular performance by the Melbourne Staff Songsters, 
featuring songs from their new album, God Is.
 The weekend began with a vocal workshop involving both the 
Melbourne Staff Songsters and Parramatta Songsters on Saturday 
afternoon. 
 This was followed by a dramatic presentation by the Melbourne 
Staff Songsters in the evening that began with a segment of praise 
and worship led by Songster Leader Brian Hogg. The audience then 
had the privilege of hearing songster David Summerton share his 
testimony about perseverance. 
 The Melbourne Staff Songsters also showcased their theatrical 
abilities through four short dramas written by songster Julia Roper, 
featuring characters with needy souls.
 “This series of [dramas] in the second half of the concert 
reminded us that life presents us with choices – the reminder of 
God’s love and promise through suffering we may experience in our 
lives,” said Nicola Poore, who attends Parramatta Corps.
 The following morning a worship service was conducted by the 
Melbourne Staff Songsters where the cross was the central theme. 
Through song, drama and scripture, the songsters highlighted the 
relevance of Jesus’ sacrifice beyond Easter.
 “Their whole focus was Jesus. I loved that it wasn’t about the 
performance or the choir but it was Jesus-focused. Whether song or 
drama, God was the focus, not whether it was a Grammy-winning 
performance,” said Nicola.

 After the morning worship service, the Melbourne Staff Songsters 
marched through the streets of Parramatta and then held an outreach 
performance at the city’s mall.
 The weekend was brought to a close with an afternoon concert at 
Parramatta Corps at which a number of people from the community 
attended following the concert at the mall.

Creativity encouraged at Canberra workshop
Under the guidance of Nathaniel Brown, The Salvation Army 

Australia Eastern Territorial Resource and Development 
Coordinator, 12 corps officers and worship leaders from the ACT and 
South NSW Division gathered for two worship workshops in August.
 On 15-16 August, Nathaniel facilitated a discussion space where 
delegates took time out to be creative and brainstorm fresh ideas.

“The purpose was to spend time planning creative worship; 
working on themes and brainstorming ideas,” he said.
 “It was creating some creative space of how we can communicate 
the gospel.”
 Nathaniel said the workshop also had the aim of inspiring smaller 
corps to use whatever resources they already had, even if they were 
minimal.

Tuggeranong Corps, friends and 
community support Zambia

 “With that division it was focusing on the creative strengths of 
small churches. There are things you can do in a room of 30 people 
that you simply can’t do in a room of 200,” he said.

“We wanted to encourage them to see small corps for their benefits 
rather than their challenges.”
 ACT and South NSW Divisional Mission and Resource Director 

- Corps, Major Julie Alley, said it was a productive time for all who 
attended.
 “Each of us went away from the two days with lots of ideas as 
well as numerous creative meetings that can be used later in the year,” 
Major Alley said.

 “It was great to sit in a room filled with free-thinking and being 
creative.”

Melbourne Staff Songsters perform in the mall at Parramatta under 
the baton of Staff Songsters Leader Brian Hogg.

by MiriaM angus

A fundraising concert, afternoon tea and silent auction for The 
Salvation Army’s Chikankata Hospital in Zambia, organised 

by bandsman Peter Trick on Sunday, 5 June, successfully brought 
Tuggeranong Corps members, friends and the Canberra community 
together.  
 The community supported Peter at a musical concert chaired 
by Virginia Haussegger. Virginia, who presents the 7pm ABC news 
in Canberra, is a well-known local identity and an award-winning 
journalist, author and commentator.
 She willingly gave her time to support Peter in raising funds for 
Zambia after hearing of his experiences and commitment to assist the 
central African country’s people.
 Peter has planned a third three-month period of volunteer work, 
undertaking special projects at the Chikankata Hospital and rural 
health services. 
 Talented Canberra artists also gave their time and talents at the 
concert, including the renowned Woden Valley Youth Choir led by 
Alpha Gregory, Merici College Jazz Group (John Thompson), Merici 
College String Ensemble (Bryson Hawkins) and Tuggeranong Citadel 
Band (Bruce Edwards).   
 The Tuggeranong Band played the rousing march Zimbabwe 

Centenary to commence the afternoon. Other items included the 
Woden Valley Youth Choir singing a Swahili folk song, Summertime, 
played by the Merici Jazz Group and Candlelight Waltz by the String 
Ensemble.
 Tuggeranong Band, conducted by Deputy Bandmaster Scott 
Lingard, played the song Great Big God with the choir joining in 
enthusiastically.  
 The afternoon concluded with the heartfelt singing by Woden 
Valley Youth Choir of Let There Be Peace on Earth.  
 The words of the benediction, “Let there be peace on earth and 
let it begin with me”, were a fitting end for the afternoon and to send 
Peter on his way.  
 A total of $8440 was raised for the Chikankata Mission Hospital 
from an offering during the concert, the afternoon tea and the silent 
auction.
 These funds will enable Peter to purchase hospital and educational 
supplies, medical and building equipment, and bicycles for Salvation 
Army officers and doctors who currently walk long distances to the 
hospital.  
 The purchase of equipment for Zambian people is paramount to 
enable them to be self-sufficient in the future.  
 Peter will again visit the rural clinics where he will distribute 
donated clothing to people in the villages.



Pictorial

(Clockwise from top left): 
Agent of T.R.U.T.H. character 
Bally at QPAS; Carindale 
band and timbrels; 
Melbourne Staff Songsters; 
the Sydney Youth Band 
at Port Macquarie; and 
Tuggeranong Corps Band 
performs at a fundraising 
concert.


