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We are made for today! 
There is only one you 
and there will never be 
another. God designed 

you to be one of a kind. There are paths that only you can 
walk and those come to you one at a time.

Jesus chose the time and place of his appearance on 
earth. He became the physical manifestation of God’s love. 
His example and teaching changed the course of history, and 
his death and resurrection changed the course of eternity. He 
had a unique world view because he was the firstborn over all 
creation; everything was created by him and for him. When 
Jesus’ earthly ministry was coming to an end, the ministry of 
sharing his message was just beginning. 

This issue of Creative Ministry brings inspirational 
stories of individuals and ministry groups who are about 
the business of sharing his message locally, across our great 
nation, and internationally. You will see time and time again 
how God has honoured his promise to be with us to the “very 
end of the age”. As you read, experience through the eyes 
of each writer the ways in which God uses his people today, 
and celebrate the calling on each of our lives as Christian 
musicians and artists to serve.

We need to continually embrace the challenge to see the 
responsibility of our ministry and mission in a new light 
and to surrender our lives to the task of taking the Great 
Commission into all the world.  

Because of the saints who have gone before; because of 
the sacrifice of those who continue to support ministry and 
mission across the globe; because of those who still answer 

the call to serve in distant lands; and because of being 
blessed and empowered by the Holy Spirit, the name of 
Jesus continues to be lifted around the world.

unique ministry
Where has God designed you to walk today? You can have an 
influence on the people God has placed in your life. You can 
be in the place where God has uniquely designed you to walk.

You might be thinking that you don’t have anything 
special or unique to offer in service and ministry. You admire 
these qualities in others but fail to see them in yourself. 
However, the fact is that you can and should be the hands 
and feet of Christ in your world today.

A rugby league ball in my hands is worth about $25, but 
in the hands of Darren Lockyer or Benji Marshall it’s worth 
hundreds of thousands. It depends on whose hands it’s in.

A cricket bat in my hand is worth about $60, but 
in the hands of Sir Donald Bradman it was worth great 
international victories and long-lasting records. It depends 
on whose hands it’s in.

A paint brush in my hands is a hard day’s labour ahead to 
save a few dollars, but in the hands of Vincent Van Gogh it 
was worth millions. It depends on whose hands it’s in.

Two fish and five loaves in my hands are a couple of fish 
burgers! In Jesus’ hands it will feed thousands. It depends on 
whose hands it’s in.

Jesus is the master of transforming the ordinary. Is there 
anything that you regard as ordinary in your hands today 
that you can give God? When you give it to him, watch out! 
The ordinary will become extraordinary in his hands.

hot off the
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god turns the ordinary into extraordinary 
“We are the people of God – living in the place of God – thriving in the presence of God.”
– (Marty Parks, Minister of Music, Wesley Theological Seminary)



the Big  
           picture

By ESTHER PINN

R
od Allen, the creator of the popular Agents of T.R.U.T.H, 
wants you to meet his three new friends!

They are the Indigenous Agents of T.R.U.T.H – Harry, 
Uncle Vin and Little Jude – and will team up with the 

original Agents – Eve, Logan and Bally – to share Jesus with children 
all over The Salvation Army’s Australia Eastern Territory and beyond.

Rod, who is the territory’s Creative Arts Designer, says the new 
recruits evolved when Envoy Judith McAvoy, the leader at the 
Army’s North Ipswich Indigenous Ministries outpost in Queensland, 
visited the Australia Eastern Territorial Headquarters about a year 
ago.

“She came into my office one day and saw the Agents of 
T.R.U.T.H and asked if there was a possibility to have Indigenous 
Agents. So we just thought of creating characters that could 
somehow be used in Indigenous mission. The inspiration was from 
pure imagination.”

The Indigenous Agents of T.R.U.T.H will be officially launched 
during NAIDOC (National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance 
Committee) Week on Sunday 3 July at Salvation Army corps around 
the territory. 

“The more I studied Indigenous culture, the more I realised these 
characters needed to exist,” says Rod.

“There is a lack of resources for the Indigenous communities, so 
it was just a matter of developing something that corps will be able 
to use to communicate with Indigenous children.”

The Indigenous Agents of T.R.U.T.H have all been named after 
Salvation Army Indigenous workers.

Harry is named after Harold French, who is based in Moree. 
Harry is an Aboriginal boy who comes from “the big smoke” and 
has a desire to learn more about his Aboriginal heritage. His mission 
is to “save”.

“Harry’s got a heart for community. He’s being trained by the 
original characters [Eve, Logan and Bally] and he’s going out to do 
the same work as the others but with a very specific purpose within 
the Indigenous community,” explains Rod.

Harry seeks advice from the wise, old goanna – Uncle Vin – 
who is also known as “Kannju”, meaning great warrior. Uncle Vin 
has been named after Vince Ross, a Salvationist from the Army’s 
Southern Territory who has spent the past 55 years advocating for 
Aboriginal acceptance within The Salvation Army. 

“Uncle Vin is ‘grow’ because he’s the wise one,” says Rod. “He’s 
the one that brings in stories from the past and stories that are 
relevant to Indigenous children using dreamtime aspects.”

The last character is a cute and mischievous koala called Little 
Jude and is named after Envoy McAvoy. 

“She’s the ‘serve’ character ... a very young, infant koala who can 
be a bit of pain in the neck,” laughs Rod. “But she just wants to do 
the best she can and follows Harry around.”

To celebrate the launch, every child attending a Salvation Army 
corps will be given a book introducing the new Indigenous Agents 
of T.R.U.T.H. along with fun but educational activities that teach 
them about Indigenous culture.

New Agents 
on the block

Rod Allen with his new creations, 
the Indigenous Agents of T.R.U.T.H. 
Original photo: Shairon Paterson 
with artwork by Rod Allen
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Master musician plays to
John Allen was one of the most prominent players in Salvation Army 
brass bands in Australia for 35 years, but stopped suddenly. He tells 
BILL SIMPSON why he walked away from banding and about new 
ministry opportunities he now enjoys

T
he distinguished-looking 
gentleman passing around the 
white plastic collection bucket at 
a Brisbane Streeetlevel Mission 

meeting looked familiar.
To many Salvationists over the age 

of 40, this man was among the best 
cornet players in Salvation Army bands 
in Australia for most of the last half of 
the last century. 

John Allen certainly had the 
credentials for the accolade – principal 
cornet player in the Brisbane City 
Temple band and a significant member 
of the Camberwell (Victoria) and 
Melbourne Staff bands. He had also 
been bandmaster at Brisbane and 
Camberwell.

Before coming to Australia from 
England, he had played, by invitation, 
with The Salvation Army’s International 
Staff Band and was a professional 
player with the Scots Guards Band, the 
impressively adorned band that plays 
at ceremonial events, including the 
Changing the Guard at Buckingham 
Palace and the Trooping the Colour to 
mark the Queen’s birthday.

He made solo cornet appearances 
in every Australian capital city and New 
Zealand.

John Allen was at the top of the tree 
in Salvation Army banding. He would 
have been welcomed to any Salvation 
Army band anywhere in the world. 
Whatever he did with his music, it was 
done with distinction. 

But in late 1994, while playing with 
Camberwell band on an international 
tour, he packed away his cornet after 
50 years of banding never to play 
seriously again. Ironically, the man who 
taught him to play as a boy was in the 
audience for his last appearance.

John Allen could no longer give his 

best. Unless it was his best, for John 
Allen it wasn’t acceptable.

Music focus
Banding started for John as a small 
boy of 12 at Sunderland Citadel Corps 
in north-east England. His father was 
learning the trombone. John went to 
lessons with his father and was asked 
to learn, himself.

He asked then Young People’s 
Band Leader Brian Bristow for a cornet 
or trombone, but was given a baritone. 
It wasn’t long, though, before he got 
his first cornet, an instrument he was to 
master. He also learned the importance 
of respecting the music.

“The gift of music is available 
to everyone,” John says. “But the 
satisfaction found in the heart of a 
performer is gained only after a lot of 
hard work.

“As my ability increased, so did the 
demands for continued practice. As a 
brass player, not only does one need 
to learn to read music, but there is 
also the need to learn fingering, breath 
control, developing a firm embouchure 
and develop what is known as tone – in 
other words, a nice sound.”

At 15, he was playing in the senior 
band at Wood Green Corps in north 
London. Within a few years, he was 
receiving invitations to make guest 
appearances with the International Staff 
Band.

In early 1955, he joined the Scots 
Guards Band and played on a 10-week 
tour of the United States and Canada. 

“This made me step up a notch or three. 
I was in the company of the big boys 
now. Being a professional musician 
was a different league.”

He remained with the Scots Guards 
Band for three years and emigrated  

John Allen has found immense 
satisfaction in serving the Lord 
over the years, whether as a 
Melbourne Staff Bandsman 
(above) or in his current role 
with Streetlevel in Brisbane. 
Main photo: Shairon Paterson

>>>
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to Australia in 1958, joining the 
Brisbane City Temple Band under the 
leadership of Len Baxter.

John was appointed principal cornet 
and deputy bandmaster within a few 
months and held the positions for 19 
years before becoming bandmaster in 
1977.

In 1986, John, wife Helen and 
their three daughters Tracey, Sue and 
Ros, moved to Melbourne, where 
John played in the Camberwell Corps 
Band. Two years later, he also joined 
the Melbourne Staff Band and was 
appointed Camberwell bandmaster.

But change was happening. While 
in Melbourne, John became involved 
in what he calls “a new form of ministry” 
for him. He spent nine years as a 
Salvation Army prison chaplain.

“This opened my eyes to a new life 
after playing a cornet.

“This awakened in me a desire to 
serve those who were less fortunate 
than I was and who were in many 
cases cast out as the undesirables of 
our society.

“God revealed to me that there was 
latent good in the worst offender and I 
took the example of Jesus who in his 

ministry did not condone the sin but 
loved the sinner.

“On reflection now, the years as 
bandmaster of the Brisbane City 
Temple Band precipitated my ceasing 
to play. It took some years for that to 
play out, but the reality was that I had 

“This had a marked effect on my 
playing ability and I realised that in 1986 
it was to some degree like starting all 
over again.

“I gave this new challenge my all. 
However, in 1992, when I resigned from 
the Melbourne Staff Band, I began to 

Angeles in September 1994, John 
knew it was also his final tune as a 
bandsman. His first band leader (Brian 
Bristow) was in the audience.

New life
After spending some time as owner-
manager of holiday units at Mallacoota 
on the Victoria-NSW coastal border 
and worshipping at a small Anglican/
Uniting church, John and Helen 
returned to Brisbane in 2000.

Not surprisingly, there have been 
many approaches to both lead and 
play in Salvation Army and other bands 
since his Brisbane return, but all have 
been denied.

“In my retirement, I learned a new 
word – ‘no’. I have found it easy to 
resist the temptation to become 
involved again because I have found 
a new life outside the realm of active 
music making.

“I knew in my mind that becoming 
involved in music again would demand 
more time than I was prepared to 
commit. The standards would have 
needed to be high and that would have 
necessitated long hours.”

The “new life” in Brisbane involved 

supporting daughter Major Sue Davies 
and husband Bryce (then captains) 
in their roles as assistant managers 
at Moonyah Drug and Alcohol 
Rehabilitation Centre. Helen was 
also able to join John in that support 
ministry.

When Sue and Bryce were 
appointed Corps Officers at Stafford 
Corps and then to establishing the 
new Streetlevel ministry at Fortitude 
Valley, John and Helen maintained their 
support roles.

They attend Thursday night chapel 
services, participate in soldiers’ and 
adherents’ groups, and generally 
encourage street people who visit 
Streetlevel with issues.  

“It is wonderful to be a part of the 
Streetlevel community and contribute 
in whatever way we can to play a part 
in changing the lives of community 
members.”

John also supports the Stafford 
Corps Sunday morning worship by 
operating the sound desk to “keep the 
preacher on air”.

“Music will always be part of my 
life,” he concedes. “One can’t have 
participated in that form of music 

making for so long and just lose the 
appreciation of what it offers.

“The brass band has a unique sound. 
The blend of the tone colour produced 
by the various instruments brings to 
a bandsman a sense of appreciation 
matched by few other genre.

“A very good friend of mine, the late 
Mac Carter, once said: ‘God gave us 
music so that we can pray without 
words’.”

John recently returned to England 
for the 120th anniversary celebrations 
of the International Staff Band. But 
back in Brisbane, his real mission now 
is Streetlevel and street people seeking 
answers to life.

“Where would I find time to blow a 
cornet again? I don’t see myself ever 
playing in a band again, unless it is on 
second harp in Heaven.” 

Bill Simpson is a staff 
writer for Pipeline and 
supplements.

“I don’t see myself ever playing  
in a band again, unless it is  
on second harp in Heaven.”

not played much between the years 
1977 to 1986.

“When I started to play again at 
Camberwell [1986], I found that playing 
did not come as easily as it did prior to 
1977.

“I had transferred the daily routine 
of practice to a routine of many hours 
studying scores in preparation for 
weekly band rehearsals.

think that my playing days were coming 
to an end. I resigned from Camberwell 
band in 1993.”

As Camberwell bandmaster, John 
had organised a tour of Finland, Russia, 
Canada and the United States in 1994, 
so stayed on with the band as a player 
and tour director.

When the band played its final 
tune of the tour at Tustin Ranch in Los 

Retirement has not slowed John Allen who keeps busy with his 
Streetlevel ministry in Brisbane, his role on the sound desk at 
Stafford Corps or spending time with members of his family who 
are involved in the Streetlevel ministry – Majors Bryce 
(son-in-law) and Sue Davies (daughter), wife Helen 
and son-in-law Paul Maunder. John as a member 
of Scots Guard Band in the mid 1950s.

Photos: Shairon Paterson



By uk staff writers

The Salvation Army’s International 
Staff Band has celebrated 120 years of 
mission and ministry in London, with 
spectacular events featuring eight 

Salvation Army staff bands from around the 
world.

The celebrations, which included a sold-
out concert in the world-famous Royal Albert 
Hall on Saturday 4 June, concluded the 
following day with a march of witness down 
the Mall – which only a few weeks before had 
been the scene of the procession after the 
royal wedding – and a program of music at 
Buckingham Palace. 

Salvationists, friends and tourists braved 
inclement weather to watch the eight bands 

– International, Melbourne, Amsterdam, 
Canadian, Chicago, German, Japan and 
New York staff bands – march and then play 
a concert in the forecourt of Buckingham 
Palace, a privilege rarely granted by the Queen. 
Several thousand people lined the Mall, 
cheering and applauding the bands’ progress, 
some even singing along with familiar tunes.

After the brief programme on the palace 
forecourt each band marched away, with The 

Salvation Army’s world leader, General Linda 
Bond, taking the salute.

Earlier in the day, the General had 
joined the UK Territory with the Republic 
of Ireland’s senior leaders to support music 
leaders at their councils at Westminster 
Central Hall. The International Staff Songsters 
and Territorial Youth Band provided musical 
support, with members of the visiting staff 
bands also in attendance.

Japan Staff Bandmaster Hajime Suzuki 
testified and also thanked Salvationists for 
their prayers and support for his country 
after the recent devastating earthquake and 
tsunami. He told those attending that he 
came to the Lord from a non-Christian family 
through music, having been introduced to 
Salvation Army music as a student by his 
professor. He explained how, during a period 
of ill health, his faith had been tested and 
strengthened, and he said he praises God for 
his restoration.

Following the sensitive playing by 
the youth band of People Need The Lord 
the General shared how God in love can 
transform those who fail him. A song from 
the International Staff Songsters initiated a 

period of reflection, prayer and response and 
a number of mercy seat commitments were 
made.

The previous day, the staff bands each 
presented a 20-minute concert at the 
Royal Albert Hall, introducing themselves 
to concert-goers and playing from their 
repertoire.

In the evening, 5000 ticket-holders 
returned for a massed bands festival – 
among them the General, the Chief of the 
Staff, Commissioner Barry Swanson, and 
Commissioner Sue Swanson, (World President 

of Women’s Ministries, UK territorial leaders 
Commissioners John and Betty Matear, 
Chief Secretary Colonel Brian Peddle and 
Commissioner Rosalie Peddle, General John 
Larsson (retired) and Commissioner Freda 
Larsson. Also attending was a group of more 
than 40 Salvationists and friends who had 
made the long journey from the Army’s 
Australia Eastern Territory to be part of the 
special occasion.

The visiting bands made a triumphal 
entry from around the hall, behind their 
Salvation Army and national flags, to the 

playing by the ISB of Emblem Of The Army. 
ISB Executive Officer Lieutenant-Colonel 
David Hinton opened the evening with prayer 
before International Staff Bandmaster Dr 
Stephen Cobb welcomed the international 
and territorial leaders, and gave a particularly 
warm welcome to former ISB members and 
leaders.

Each staff bandmaster took the baton to 
lead the massed bands and the International 
Staff Songsters enhanced the evening with 
two contributions.

After a simple drumhead was erected on 

stage, Territorial Commander Commissioner 
John Matear reminded the audience of The 
Salvation Army’s dedication to the task God 
has set it. Taking words from 1 Corinthians, 
he emphasised that the war The Salvation 
Army is committed to is one of peace and 
righteousness.

The evening concluded with the festival 
march Celebration, a fitting conclusion to a 
day of celebration. As fireworks went off and 
a large Salvation Army flag descended from 
above the stage, the bands sang: “We’ll keep 
the old flag flying, flying round the world.”

Army world celebrates 
International Staff Band’s

120th anniversary

Fireworks and flags bring the concert 
to a close. All photos by Paul Harmer

The Melbourne Staff Band 
marches on the Buckingham 
Palace forecourt.

The massed band plays at the 
Royal Albert Hall under the 

direction of International Staff 
Bandmaster Dr Stephen Cobb.

Crowds follow the eight 
staff bands along the Mall

10 C r e a t i v e  M i n i s t r y  j u l y  2 0 1 1 11C r e a t i v e  M i n i s t r y  j u l y  2 0 1 1



Album shaped by 
Melbourne Salvationist BRAD ELLIS tells the story of his new album 
Salvation of the World, which has been years in the making

Two major influences on my life have 
combined to form the inspiration 
behind the production of my album 
Salvation of the World.

The first influence has been General 
William Booth’s book In Darkest of England 
and the Way Out and the imagery contained 
within it, capturing The Salvation Army 
founder’s vision for a world-changing, 
structurally reforming social campaign.

The second influence has been my 
involvement at The Salvation Army’s 614 
corps in inner-city Melbourne and the impact 
that has had on my life.

When I began to think about creating 
an album, I knew I didn’t want to just throw 
a few songs together. I wanted to take the 
listener on a journey.

I hope the album will challenge the notion 
that Christianity is just about pretty churches 
and feel-good songs. I hope it will expose a 
city – and a world – that is in need of hope, 
justice, peace and the message of Jesus.

I spent about a year writing and recording 
the project. The most challenging song to 
record, but definitely my favourite is Come 
Change The World. I began writing the verses 
around this idea that God calls everyone to 
come and change the world. However, we get 
caught up in the glitz and glamour of worship 
on Sundays, just to make ourselves feel good. 
This is not the heart that God wants. 

The song itself took around three months 
to compose. I had the verses, but I couldn’t 
come up with a chorus that would fit! During 

one of those late-night writing sessions, I 
headed to the local store to grab some 
food. On the way, I was singing the song 
over and over. I walked into the store and 
Eric Clapton’s Change the World was playing. 
I began to sing to myself quietly in the 
supermarket aisle, “Come change the world, 
come change the world, hear the call, he calls 
us all!”. I ran as fast as I could to the check-
out, jumped in my car and recorded the tune 
on my phone. I wrote the rest of the song and 
finished it that night.

The theme and story around the song 
The Sound Of Justice came from this idea to 
explain justice in terms of a “sound wave”. A 
sound or melody that is on repeat, always 
there, however louder in some parts of the 
world and softer, almost silent in others. 

It highlights that we are often blind or 
naive to injustice, whether in another part of 
the globe or on our front doorstep. 

While I had written the majority of 
songs before we began to record, the album 
was greatly affected by recording space 
itself – a home studio called Graffiti Studios. 
It was such a creative space, allowing us to 
experiment and contribute so many different 
sounds to the overall feel of the album. 

One great challenge was trying to 

incorporate all the new ideas that came while 
recording “finished” songs. City Shines was 
one of those tunes. The song is based around 
God’s light and describes an image of God’s 
people moving into the city, shining his light 
into the streets of Melbourne. After recording 
it, some of the band and I headed to The 
Salvation Army’s youth councils in Tasmania. 
We tried the song there and it went over well, 
but we still felt like it was missing something. 
When we came home, we re-recorded the tune 
with a new intro and it made the entire song.

Throughout the project, I have had to 
remain close to God. When it began to drag 
out for the time it did, feelings of doubt 
began to arise – would I ever get this album 
done?

My prayers were to have faith in God. I 
truly believed that God had plans for these 
songs to impact people across the globe. I’m 
still praying for that one!

The album has gained strong support 
from the former world leader of The Salvation 
Army, retired General Eva Burrows, who has 
described it as “... a truly great CD. Songs with 
a powerful message and powerful music of 
hope for the broken and despairing.” 

Salvation of the World is available at www.
bradellismusic.com or on iTunes.
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Pasadena Songsters inspire, 
encourage and challenge
By siMone worthing

“I’ve been to many songster concerts 
over the years and this is the best 
I’ve ever seen,” enthused an audience 
member at The Salvation Army’s 

Brisbane City Temple after witnessing 
the performance of Pasadena Tabernacle 
Songsters, from the United States, last month.

“I have been inspired, encouraged and 
challenged.”

These three elements certainly 
characterised the songsters’ presentation 
of their “Amazing Grace” tour in Brisbane 
on Saturday, 18 June, and again at Sydney 
Congress Hall two days later.

The singing, prayers, testimonies, 
videos, devotional thoughts and dramatic 
presentation based on Victor Hugo’s famous 
musicial Les Miserables, painted a deep, 
engaging and hope-filled picture of grace, 
from creation through to our lives today. 

“Our program ‘Amazing Grace’ was 
designed especially for this tour,” explained 
Pasadena Songster Leader, Martin Hunt.

“It’s designed to communicate the three 
steps of God’s grace – creation, the choices 
God has given us, and the sacrifice of Christ.

“The fourth and final part of the program 
focuses on our response.”

The response section included devotional 
thoughts from Pasadena Tabernacle Corps 
Officers, Majors Ron and Keilah Toy.

“What are you going to do with God’s 
outstretched hand as he offers you amazing 
grace?” Major Keilah Toy asked the audience.

After the soul-stirring performances of 
segments from Les Miserables, the songsters 
also challenged the audience to respond: 

“Won’t you join our crusade?” they asked.
“We are all shackled by sin and we are 

sitting behind our blockades, cold and 
miserable. Christ reaches through our barriers 
and offers us freedom. He wants to take us by 
the hand and lead us to Salvation.

“Won’t you join our life-altering 
revolution?”

As they sang Amazing Grace (My Chains 
Are Gone), the songsters came forward 
individually, holding up cardboard signs 
depicting a particular situation, then flipped 
the signs over to show the outcome after 
God’s grace was applied. These signs included: 
stagnation – growing in faith; drowning in 
depression – renewed and joyful; the prodigal 
son – embraced with grace.

The conclusion of the concert was met 
with resounding applause. “Your applause 
means that you agree with our message of 

grace,” said Mr Hunt. “Go now, and be that 
message of grace to others.” 

Busy schedule
The Pasadena Tabernacle Songsters had a full 
schedule for the Australian segment of their 
tour.

The group of 63, all soldiers and active in 
ministry, arrived in Brisbane early on Friday, 
June 17. After breakfast at Stafford Corps, 
they travelled to the Cairns Aged Care Centre 
at Chapel Hill and encouraged the residents 
with a special concert and fellowship over 
lunch.

A cuddle with a koala at Lone Pine Koala 
Sanctuary and a trip to the top of Brisbane’s 
Mt Coot-tha for a panoramic view of the city, 
gave the group a brief introduction to the 
unique wildlife and cityscapes of Australia.

Before their first concert performance 
on Saturday, the songsters led a chorale 
workshop for local songster brigades, 

including Covenant (Stafford Corps), 
Harmony in Song (Carindale) and the 
Moonyah Recovery Services Choir.

A combined choir from the groups 
attending the workshop gave an afternoon 
concert at Brisbane City Temple after the 
holiness meeting at the corps on the Sunday. 
Pasadena Songsters and other participating 
groups and brigades, also gave individual 
performances.

On Monday, 20 June, the songsters flew 
to Sydney. After some sight-seeing at the 
Opera House and Manly, they performed their 

“Amazing Grace” concert to an appreciative 
audience at Sydney Congress Hall.

New Zealand was the next destination for 
the songsters, with concerts in both Auckland 
and Wellington. 

for more photos of the visit of pasadena 
tabernacle songsters, see pictorial on page 20.

Melbourne musician Brad Ellis 
wants to take listeners on a 
journey with his new album.

Pasadena Songsters perform at Brisbane City Temple. Photos: Troy Grice



Sydney brigadeS take voiceS to the world

Two Salvation Army 
songster brigades from 
Sydney recently embarked 
on international tours 
to different parts of 
the world. Both groups 
received as many blessings 
as they gave, as God used 
them for his purposes

From 15-25 April, the Hurstville 
Songsters visited Malaysia and 
Singapore. ELAINE HALL was 
a member of the group and 
wrote about her experiences for 
Creative Ministry

I want to take you on a trip which has 
probably impacted us more than the 
people we came into contact with, but 
which we hope has built relationships 

which will see us supporting projects which 
could make a difference in people’s lives.

The Hurstville Songsters embarked on a 
mission trip to Malaysia and Singapore on 15 
April, which would take us from rural Malaysia 
to the high-rises of Singapore, and plenty in 
between.

Starting in Kuala Lumpur, this busy, 
noisy and cosmopolitan city which contrasts 
Malaysian culture with Western-style 
shopping was a culture shock for many in our 
group.

Our first day involved a four-hour drive 
north to Ipoh where The Salvation Army has 
two children’s homes and an aged care facility. 
They were just the first of many centres we 
would visit and we were able to bring some 
singing, spoken messages and gifts for the 
people there. The lasting impression is of 
beautifully cared for children and residents in 
basic conditions, and their generosity to us.

Kuala Lumpur Corps on the Sunday 
morning was bright, new and vibrant. 

It was then on to Melaka, the historical 
heart of Malaysia, which provided us with our 
most emotional, unusual and amusing time. 
A group was able to take part in a service/
concert and witness the students from the 
Army’s school for special needs perform. What 

a privilege to see them sing an action song to 
the absolute limit of their abilities under the 
guidance of their dedicated teachers. There 
wasn’t a dry eye in the room.

At Betang Melaka, about a 45-minute 
drive from Melaka, we were taken to a creche 
run by The Salvation Army. While visiting 
this area we were invited by the local Chinese 
school to visit, sing a few items and allow their 
pipe band to play for us. Again, in an area that 
is mostly non-Christian, what a privilege it 
was to sing for them.

The headmaster was the proudest man I 
have ever met, beaming with delight as his 
band played for us and then clapping along 
with all the parents who had come to the 
school to hear an Australian choir. 

We returned to Melaka to perform a 
concert at the Free Evangelical church. This 
was the first of two occasions where we 
performed in stockinged feet, presuming that 
this was a church custom with some deep 
meaning. Only later were told that the shoes-
off rule had only been put in place to protect 
the new carpet!

Good Friday dawned and a day of ministry 
at Singapore Central Corps, and Peacehaven 

Aged Care in the Changi area of the city. 
Peacehaven is a 400-bed facility where again 
the care of the staff and the happiness of 
their residents was evident. The young people 
of our group were also able to take part in a 
youth rally where friendships were formed.

Easter Saturday took us to William Booth 
Corps where we conducted a music workshop 
and performed our full Easter concert in their 
beautiful hall. 

The 5am wake-up call on Easter Sunday 
heralded the start of a challenging and 
exciting day. It began with a dawn service 
at William Booth Corps followed by a 
celebration breakfast, the decoration of Easter 
cupcakes, auction of the children’s decorated 
baskets and then the morning service. Still 
before midday we were able to take part in 
the opening of William Booth’s associated 
Streetlevel mission. 

After a quick lunch we were off to 
participate in a service at Balestier Corps. 

Easter Sunday evening at Singapore 
Anglican Cathedral crowned the day. The 
experience of singing in a crowded cathedral 
and hearing the echo of The Wondrous Cross 
was both exhilarating and fulfilling. 

From 25 April until 6 May, the 
Sydney Staff Songsters toured 
the United States. It was 
the first major trip with the 
songsters for their Executive 
Officer, Major DONNA EVANS,  
who shares for Creative Ministry 
the impact the tour had on her

Who are these people? They pay 
money out of their own bank 
account, squash into economy-
class seats at the back of the 

plane for 14 hours, give up half their luggage 
allowance to carry group equipment, use up 
their annual leave, work hard day and night, 
exist on a few hours sleep (you’ve got to love 
getting up at 3am for a 4am start!), and do it 
all (mostly!) with graciousness, passion and a 
heart full of love for God.

Not only that, as a result of their ministry 
souls are saved, people are encouraged, hearts 
are “warmed”, minds are challenged and seeds 
are sown for the Kingdom of God.

Who are these people? The Sydney Staff 
Songsters, that's who!

It was my privilege to travel with them 
on their recent tour of the United States. This 
was no normal tour where night concerts were 
the only thing on the schedule.

The choir participated in workshops, 
worship events, Rotary meetings, baseball 
games, Sunday services, civic receptions 
and showcased songs at the Christian Music 
Publishing Conference – all on top of their 
normal concert load.

Special highlights for me included the 
times the Staff Songsters joined together to 
cover their ministry in prayer; seeing God 
break into worship with people spontaneously 
kneeling at the Mercy Seat and others 
standing seeking prayer; seeing the songsters 
move among the congregation praying with 
seekers; hearing the giant roar of appreciation 
when the songsters sang the American 
national anthem; hearing about the deep 
spiritual conversations that happened with 
folk; hearing the beautiful acapella sounds 
of the songsters reverberate throughout 
the marble atrium of the Capitol building; 
being received by the Lieut-Governor’s 
representative in the Senate chambers; being 
warmly hosted by generous “southerners”; 
seeing Sydney Staff Songsters Leader Graeme 
Press pitch the opening ball at a baseball game, 
and much, much more!

Such a feast from God for our ears and 
eyes!

The opportunity to engage with American 
communities, fellow Christian musicians and 
publishers, other denominations such as the 
Wesley Biblical Seminary, The Salvation Army 
Training College in Atlanta and the Army’s 
USA Southern Territory, was an undeserved 
privilege that we will never forget.

At the end of the tour as we met to pray 
and reminisce, the group claimed the promise 
from Isaiah 55:10, 11: “The rain and snow 
come down from the heavens and stay on the 
ground to water the earth. They cause the 

grain to grow, producing seed for the farmer 
and bread for the hungry. It is the same with 
my word. I send it out and it always produces 
fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, and it 
will prosper everywhere I send it.”

We will never know all of what God will 
accomplish from these few days but we did get 
a glorious glimpse of what God can do and we 
trust him with the rest.

 We know without a doubt that our lives 
will never be the same again because of this 
tour.
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The Hurstville 
Songster Brigade  
(above) which 
went on tour to 
Asia; Songster 
member Elaine 
Hall (left) sings 
with a member of 
the congregation 

during a visit to a 
church in Malaysia. 

(Top) Graeme Press 
conducts the Sydney 
Staff Songsters at Wesley 
Biblical Seminary 
in Jackson; (above) 
visiting a theme park in 
America’s south; and 
(right) Major Donna Evans 
with songster members 
Captain Zane Haupt and 
Graham Lang.
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Brisbane City Temple Corps has added a new dimension to its brass 
and timbrel sections by reinventing the traditional Salvation 

Army concert.
In what is hoped to become an annual event, the corps staged its 

first “Brass Dimensions” concert on 14 May with about 250 people 
attending, most being seated in cabaret-style and being served by 
waiters. 

“Brisbane City Temple Corps has a long-standing reputation for 
musical excellence,” Corps Officer Major Earle Ivers said.

“But we just don’t want to stand on our laurels and do the same 
old, same old. People have said, ‘Oh, they’re stuck in the mud. They 
don’t do new things’. Well, actually, our corps is doing all sorts of new 
things at the moment and it’s giving a new energy to the place.”

The concert was billed as “Brass Dimensions – Sinner Saved By 
Grace” and was divided into three sections. 

Bandmaster Stuart Lang added creative elements to the program 
that had never been used before in a Salvation Army brass band 
concert at Brisbane City Temple.

The first section followed a traditional style, featuring a variety of 
band soloists.

The second section involved a dramatic presentation 
incorporating many creative elements including drama, music, video, 
lighting and props.

In the third section, the band and timbrel brigade (Elizabeth 
Brown) combined to present an exhilarating display of music and 
movement. 

The congregation was offered a variety of seating options, with 
about 140 people paying a little extra for “Silver Service”, an area of 
dinner tables where guests were waited on by corps members with a 
variety of drinks and nibbles.

About another 100 people sat in the gallery section.
Major Ivers said they while it was encouraging to see such a large 

response to the event, it was even more exciting that more than 
half of the congregation were not regular attendees at Brisbane City 
Temple.

“We’re so happy that people left with such encouraging comments 
saying that they will certainly be back next time,” Major Ivers said.

He also said he was impressed with the spirit of co-operation 
displayed by the corps to produce the concert.

Brisbane concert breaks new ground 

When Townsville’s Fiona Murakami read an article in Pipeline 
about The Salvation Army Sydney Youth Band, she asked, “Why 

can’t we have one of those up here?”
Fiona attends The Salvation Army Townsville Riverway Recovery 

Mission and teaches at nearby Rasmussen State Primary School, so 
she combined musical resources from both centres and the result is 
the Riverway Youth Band.

With the help and guidance of Townsville Riverway Team Leaders 
Majors Bruce and Carolyn Harmer, Fiona’s dream has come true. The 
band offers every child in Year 5 the opportunity to learn either a 
brass or woodwind instrument.   

Riverway provides the venue for the band to practice, some 
instruments and transport to shuttle the children to and from school. 
Mentors are also on hand to offer their musical expertise. Rasmussen 
Primary School provides two music teachers who have a considerable 
amount of brass band experience, instruments and the children.

Fiona's youth band 
dream comes true

The Riverway Youth Band performs every week at Riverway Salvos’ 
Thursday night church service, as well as at school events and public 
engagements.

Major Bruce Harmer said this new ministry had already seen new 
relationships formed and the corps is praying for further growth of 
the program.

The Riverway Youth Band practises for an upcoming performance.
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Shine, the new CD by country gospel 
artist and Salvationist Peter Christie, 
is a real breath of fresh air. Hailing 
from the The Salvation Army’s 

Springwood Corps in the Blue Mountains west 
of Sydney, Peter has spent the past six months 
writing, arranging and recording this CD with 
Roger Corbett of the iconic Australian band 

“The Bushwackers” and is about to hit the road 
to bring his music and his story to a corps 
near you.

The CD has a wonderful country feel 
featuring the playing of some of Australia’s 
finest and most respected musicians and 
combines songs with a Christian perspective 
as well as some traditional gospel classics.

Traditional songs featured on the CD 
include amazing new treatments of Rock of 
Ages, The Old Rugged Cross and When We All 
Get To Heaven.

 My favourite would be the rollicking 
bluegrass version of There Is Power In The 
Blood – I have never heard this arranged in 
such an exciting way. Peter says he was “trying 
to recreate the energy of the song as it would 

CD Reviews

Country gospel release set to shine
(Shine - Peter Christie)

have been sung back in 1898 when it was 
written”. The title track Shine is a well-known 
song by ‘90s group Collective Soul, though 
Peter has cleverly given it a uniquely country 
sound.

Along with the gospel classics, Peter 
has balanced the CD with a lovely array of 
songs that comment on modern life both as 
a Christian and as a family man. There is the 
thought-provoking The Road Ahead that deals 
with tricky questions posed by an eight-year-
old son and Open Spaces, a song that yearns 
for a simpler life.

What If She’s An Angel is a truly beautiful 
song that encourages us all to look after each 
other in the way that Jesus would have us do.

This is a CD that I would highly 
recommend and is available online from 
Peter’s website www.mountainfolkaustralia.
com. You can hear excerpts from the CD 
on his myspace page, www.myspace.com/
peterchristie. If you would like to book Peter 
to play at your corps, contact can be made 
through his website.                                  

                                                – edward ross

We live a world that is full of noise. 
All around us people are talking 
at us, through radio, television, 
text, email and social media sites 

such as Facebook. All these things require us 
to do something to become involved. We have 
to “log on” or “tune in” to hear their messages. 
As Graeme Press, the Sydney Staff Songsters 
leader, says in his cover notes for this album, 
Jesus our Saviour has a voice as well but 
we fail to hear it because we are not “tuned 
in” to him. In The Voice of a Saviour the 
songsters provide a medium to allow God to 
communicate with each of us. 

The material on this album has been 
written over the past 45 years. The music 
ranges from the toe-tapping rhythms of New 
Day Dawning and Stranger to the solemn and 
thoughtful Give Me Jesus. The short a capella 
section in the final track We Shall Walk Through 
the Valley left me with goosebumps.

The highlight of the album for me is the 

Album a channel through 
which God can speak
(The Voice of a Saviour - Sydney Staff Songsters)

moving and confronting Not 
Guilty with its scene of facing 
ultimate and richly deserved 
judgment only to hear from 
the Judge the words, “I know 
you, I love you, I gave my life 
to save you. Love paid the 
price for mercy. My verdict - 
not guilty!”

This album is not just a 
recording for people who 
like to sing in choirs, but 
will bring a sense of worship 
and communication to all 
listeners. I urge you to take 
out the booklet inserted 
in the front cover and read 
through the words as you 
listen to the beautiful music. 
Allow God to speak to you as 
he did to me.

                 – don johnson 
The Voice of a Saviour is available from salvationist 
supplies (www.salvosuppliessyd.com) for $25.

(Top) Bandmaster Stuart Lang conducts the Brisbane City 
Temple Band while (above) the view from the gallery during the 
cabaret-style concert.

t h e  c u t t i n g  e d g e
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Luke and Joel O'Dea, last year’s finalists on the Seven Network’s 
The X Factor brought the house down with their performance at 

The Salvation Army’s Parramatta Corps in April.
More than 200 people came out to enjoy the brothers performing 

a mixture of songs including Wouldn’t It Be Nice by The Beach Boys, 
Little Lion Man by Mumford and Sons, Where the Streets Have No 
Name by U2 and Pray by Justin Bieber. 

Along with their performances of cover songs, the brothers sang 
one of Joel’s own compositions, called  Freedom Fighter.

“Luke and Joel were both entertaining and authentic in their 
presentation,” said Nicola Poore, a Salvationist at Parramatta Corps.

“Their songs were interspersed with stories about their X Factor 
journey as well as their personal encounters with Jesus.”

The O’Dea brothers also spent their Sunday afternoon meeting 
with Parramatta's youth group to share some words of wisdom.

“They [Luke and Joel] opened the floor for us to ask them 
questions and they were very candid with their responses,” said 
Nicola.

“When asked questions regarding how they reconcile their faith 
in such a secular industry, they talked about being genuine with 
people, keeping each other grounded, their wonderful prayer support 

It’s been a big year for 21-year-old musician Matt Koutnik of The 
Salvation Army's Eastlakes Corps in Newcastle.

In February he got married, in April he released a solo album and 
last month his band, The Playtapes, released an album in response to 
their ever-growing popularity.

Matt has been attending Eastlakes Corps for 17 years and music 
has been his life since taking up piano lessons at the age of 12. He 
was given a guitar for his 13th birthday and has been writing songs, 
playing and performing ever since.

He is the musical director of the Eastlakes Worship Team, but it 
is his solo performances and work with his band that is creating a 
following in wider circles.

The Playtapes, an Indie pop group who have been together since 
2008, have been playing many shows in Newcastle and recently played 
two sets at Toowoomba’s Easterfest festival. Matt also performed two 
solo sets at the festival.

The band has also gained mainstream recognition, having 
performed at the sold-out “Groovin The Moo” festival in Maitland, 
which attracted 20,000 people.

The Playtapes have been recording most of this year and the 
result is their new album Kids in the Jungle, the cover featuring an 
old Salvation Army marching drum which is sometimes used in the 
band's sets.

 The band consists of Novocastrians Jess Watt (drums), Micah 
Gilkison (bass), Rhys Zacker (guitar, vocals) and Matt (vocals, guitar). 

Matt's solo album is called Straight to the Sun and was launched 
at Eastlakes Corps with his solo band The Sea Dwellers. Matt’s solo 
songs are folk pop and tell stories about life. 

Matt is in his fourth year of university at Newcastle where he is 
studying for a Bachelor of Teaching. He is married to Laura, whom he 
met while playing at the Blackstump festival.

To hear his songs or buy his music you can find Matthew Koutnik 
and The Playtapes on facebook. 

O'Dea brothers star at Parramatta

Talitha's music therapy a hit in Tuggerah Lakes

Young Salvo groovin' the music industry

Luke and Joel O'Dea perform at Parramatta Salvation Army.

Newcastle musician Matt Koutnik performs with his band The 
Playtapes at Easterfest in Toowoomba.

Talitha Brown enjoys some music therapy with two young children 
at Tuggerah Lakes.

The trombone section of the Divisional Fellowship Band rehearses 
ahead of the release of the band's new CD next month. Photo: 
Shairon Paterson

The Divisional Fellowship Band, Brisbane, has recently recorded its 
second CD, Living Faith due for release in early August.
The CD features a mix of traditional, modern and secular tracks 

including The Old Rugged Cross, Holy, Holy, Holy, Praise the Lord – He 
Never Changes and 76 Trombones.

The CD concludes with a traditional and resounding march, To 
Regions Fair.

“The title Living Faith is an appropriate one and sets the scene for 
what we are trying to do with the arrangements,” explained Band 
Secretary, Keith Lucas, who is also managing the project.

“The title reflects a Christian’s faith in a God who is alive and active 
in their lives, as well as the way Christians seek to live out their faith 
on a daily basis.”

Living Faith will be available for purchase through the band’s 
website, www.salvosfellowshipbandbrisbane.org.au/ and also at 
Salvationist Supplies (www.salvosuppliessyd.com) in Sydney.

Fellowship Band to 
release new CD network and the love from their family. All of these things keep their 

career and ministry in perspective.” 
Luke and Joel recently completed a tour with Alityan Childs, last 

year’s winner of The X Factor.

Having only just graduated from university in April, 23-year-old 
Talitha Brown, of Parramatta Corps, is already changing the lives 

of autistic children through her degree.
Only five people are selected each year to complete a Master of 

Creative Music Therapy at the University of Western Sydney and 
Talitha was one of them. 

Having a love of music and a desire to help people in need, Talitha 
combined these two loves and sought ways to help the needy within 
The Salvation Army community.

“I started talking to a few different people and officers last year and 
at their church they have a few kids with disabilities but they don’t 
have anything to offer these kids,” Talitha said.

“I looked more into it and found that most churches aren’t offering 
much to the disabled community.”

Armed with this knowledge, Talitha sent a proposal to a number 
of corps about starting a music therapy program to assist children 
with disabilities.

“The Salvation Army has such a rich history of music in ways 
of creatively helping people that I thought it would fit so perfectly 
together,” she said.

“So, Tuggerah Lakes picked it up as they were already looking for 
someone to help their kids at church and at their public school.”

Through this proposal, the NSW Government presented Captain 
Laithe Greenaway, Corps Officer at Tuggerah Lakes, with a cheque for 
$12,000 to employ Talitha as a music therapist to assist young people 
who suffer from autism.

Every Tuesday, Talitha drives to Tuggerah Lakes to help children 
express themselves through music. She runs four classes, with three 
to five autistic preschoolers in each group, and one high school 
autistic group of six boys. All up, Talitha assists 25 young people with 
many still on a waiting list.

“Music is able to stimulate different parts of the brain so we use 
different songs and musical activities to do that,” Talitha said.

“Autistic children are isolated. It’s a communication disorder. So 
part of what we do with music therapy is help open them up to 
communicate better.

“Many of the parents have been shocked by how their kids are 
responding. Even two or three non-verbal preschoolers have started 
speaking.”

Captain Greenaway and Talitha have also been using these music 
therapy sessions as part of their corps ministry. A majority of the 
children and parents attending the groups have no association with 
The Salvation Army. After each session they hold a morning tea to 
interact and connect with the parents.

“A lot of the parents have commented that this is the only group 
they are attending and that they are associated with. We had no idea 
they were that isolated so it’s really encouraging,” Talitha said.
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