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hot off the

Graeme Press
Territorial Music and 
 Creative Arts Coordinator

I feel like a little boy in a lolly 
shop when I arrange for 
orchestra. I have in front of 
me a myriad of sound colours 

to work with and I love it! From 
the richness of the string section 
to the warmth of the brass. From 

the unique timbres of the differing woodwind instruments 
to the endless possibilities of all things hit and struck in the 
percussion section. 
 At the time of writing this article I am completing my 
charts for Carols in the Domain, and last night I heard my 
new arrangements for the first time. It is such a privilege to 
be able to write for such accomplished and in many cases 
quite seasoned, performers. This annual journey causes me 
to stop and think of the process of arranging to performing. 
Let me explain it this way:
 First, I need to be “stilled”. This is the preparation time; 
the time that I spend alone – sometimes on the piano but, 
these days, a lot of time at the computer. Spending time to 
find the essence and shape of a song and then choosing the 
colours, rhythm and formation of the whole song. I love this 
time, but it is definitely time spent alone.
 Second, I need to be “filled”. Again on my own, I start 
to write the arrangement. There are decisions to be made 
and parts to be written. The song is “filled” with sound 
and rhythm – notes and dynamics. Perhaps there is some 
negotiation with an artist at this stage, but even after the 
discussions, it’s back to the drawing board and “filling” the 
chart to completion.
 However, even at this stage it’s still just black dots and 
marks on paper. It’s not music yet until someone actually 
produces it! It requires someone to actually perform the 
arrangement. And that leads me to the third stage – I need to 
be “thrilled”.

 This happens when the music is made, heard and shared. 
The process has been completed and I enjoy every moment of 
hearing that which I created in my own personal space being 
shared with others. The joy of hearing something that you 
have created is so satisfying. (It’s also a relief when it actually 
works!)
 It’s a process that each of us experience at many different 
times and occasions.

Blessing sequence
In the Bible, in the first two chapters of Acts, we read about 
the preparation and celebration of the Day of Pentecost.
 The stilling: 120 people met in an upper room and joined 
together “constantly in prayer”. I believe everything starts 
here. You cannot think a prayer so big that God in answering 
it will not wish you had made it larger.
 The filling: while the believers were together and praying, 
the whole house was filled with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. Holiness and power merged in those followers of 
Jesus. The filling empowers us to share the Gospel. 
 Finally came the thrilling. The most exciting day was 
when God broke through to the many who had never heard 
about Jesus and the Good News.
 If it were up to us, we may choose to skip the stilling 
(who wants to be still in today’s world?), miss out on the 
filling (too many other things to do!) and move straight 
to the thrilling. I am reminded that the sequence of God’s 
blessing to us comes in this order; the stilling, the filling and 
the thrilling.
 At the beginning of this new year may I encourage you, 
as I remind myself, to spend time in prayer, spend time with 
other believers in the power of the Holy Spirit and continue 
to be thrilled by all that God wants to do for you and through 
you.
 I’m off to more rehearsals now!
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stilling and filling come  
before the thrilling
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By BILL SIMPSON

A
mong the razzamatazz of the Night of 1000 Stories coinciding with the 
ordination and commissioning of new officers in Sydney last month were a 
couple of personal experiences worth repeating.

Fiona witnessed that she was regularly attending Sunday services at 
Rockdale after first becoming involved in the Mainly Music children’s program two 
years ago. 

At church, “something lit up inside”. She joined the Rockdale “family” and has 
begun to see what God can do in a person’s life. 

Salvos Country Band member Lachlan – the band is always worth hearing – told 
how he had grown away from his church upbringing as a young man and had a 
marriage break-up before joining the band. “Being part of the band has brought 
perspective back into my life,” he said.

Probably the most appreciated inclusion in the program was a contribution from 
Hurstville Corps and Sydney Streetlevel Mission members.

Hurstville XYZ (Extra Years of Zest) Over 50s group coordinator Helen Brooks 
explained that some of her members and participants from Streetlevel joined for a 
weekend to share experiences with each other. They had earlier listened to Captains 
Paul and Robbin Moulds talk about how they ministered to the marginalised.   

The Streetlevel people were pampered, said Helen, and the Hurstville people 
drawn out of their comfort zone.

During the Night of 1000 Stories held at the Sydney Convention Centre on 11 
December, selected members of both groups paraded before the audience carrying 
placards (pictured left) disclosing a personal issue on one side before flipping the 
card to show their resolution on the other side.

Some examples:
Captain Paul Moulds: Abandoned as a child/Found by God so I can help 
the abandoned.
Captain Robbin Moulds: Dedicated as a child to darkness/Dedicated to Jesus 
(and) living in the light.

Others:
Drug user, homeless, abused, worthless/(Now) beautiful, free, housed,  
healed, loved.
Shock of having breast cancer/(Now) trusting God for his healing.
Living for God inside church/(Now) living for God outside church.
Drank, smoked, gambled/(Now) freedom from them all and a Salvation  
Army soldier.
Addicted to drugs/(Now) addicted to the almighty God.
Broken, lost, addicted, hopeless/ (Now) alive, redeemed, hopeful, purpose.
Living white picket fence Christianity/(Now) being changed by the poor  
and marginalised.
Coping with the injustice of two redundancies/(Now) being Jesus to all I meet.

At the conclusion of the parade, the entire group got together to sing a song 
they wrote from their weekend.

The relaying of their experiences significantly supported the evening’s title.

More photos pages 16-17.

Night of 1000 Stories
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By esther pinn

“We would like to thank God for 
giving us this talent.” 

With these words, 
brothers Luke and Joel 

O’Dea, from Newcastle, walked off the stage 
after being voted out of the Seven Network’s 
talent/singing competition, The X Factor.

Losing by just a few votes in their 
eliminator to the all-girl band, Mahogany, 
Luke, 23, and Joel, 21, left the competition 
on a high note, rocking the stage for the last 
time with their favourite song, Human, by The 
Killers late last year.

They finished in fifth place overall, but 
instead of being disappointed at their failure 
to capture the big prize the brothers were just 
proud to have gone so far in the competition. 
And they are determined to carve out careers 
in the music industry.

“To make it to the top five on The X Factor 
is one of the best feelings ever,” says Luke. 

“It’s such an honour, I guess, that we made 
it that far. We want to play music for the rest 
of our lives.”

The brothers, both Christians, have a 
strong connection with The Salvation Army.

Their parents, Ian and Pam, were 
instrumental in forming The Salvation Army’s 
Northlakes Community Church, which is run 
by a team of eight volunteers.

“We’ve actually grown up in The Salvation 
Army,” says Joel.

“When mum and dad started a church 
called Northlakes, we went there with them 
and we’ve been there ever since.”

Before following their dreams on The X 
Factor, Joel worked for the Salvos at a youth 
outreach centre in Newcastle, while Luke was 
a part-time physiotherapist.
Growing up in a musical family, Luke and 
Joel’s rock origins began backstage at music 

gigs, with their dad working as a roadie for 
legendary Australian artists such as Marcia 
Hines, Mondo Rock and Jon English.

“We grew up with music as our parents are 
musicians,” says Luke.

“Dad’s an old rocker and mum’s a very 
accomplished piano player. So we both 
starting learning from them and went from 
there.

“We listened to a lot of Dad’s old music and 
rocker bands. We got into it from that.

“I started playing the guitar and bass, and 
Joel started learning the bass. We just kept 
learning instruments and started singing 
when we were teenagers.” 

musical ambitions
Influenced by bands such as U2, The Foo 
Fighters, The Killers and The Rolling Stones, 
the brothers have a strong desire to write rock 
songs and inspire people with their music.

“Music is all about how you make people 
feel. You want to make people feel good and 
you want to make people feel happy and 
positive,” says Luke.

“We definitely want to stay in the rock 
genre. We might have a bit fusion with other 
genres in there, but rock will always be our 
high-energy songs. 

“Having said that, we’re into all types of 
music. We’re obviously writing rock, but I’m 
also into modern music. I’m also into Hillsong 
and other church music.”

While they grew up singing together, the 
brothers only became serious about their 
music careers two years ago after forming 
their own band which they called The Ondays.

When asked what drove them to try out 
for The X Factor, Luke admits that they almost 
forgot about the auditions.

Laughing at their near mistake, Joel 
says their strategy was to not put too much 
pressure on themselves.

 “We were both surprised and happy to get 
past the judges,” says Joel.

“So it was kind of more of let’s just have a 
crack and see what happens. We didn’t try out 
thinking we’ve got to make the top 12.” 

While admitting that it was difficult being 
away from their family and friends for the 

Brothers Joel (left) and Luke O’Dea perform during the Seven Network’s talent competition The X Factor. Joel and Luke attend The Salvation 
Army Northlakes Community Church in Newcastle where their parents are part of a voluntary team which runs the church.

O’Dea brothers are

duration of the show, both Luke and Joel 
found The X Factor experience to be the most 
fulfilling time of their lives.

“The most rewarding part would probably 
be making the top five, the free trip over to 
Los Angeles and New York,” says Joel.

“Although another rewarding part was 
when we went to Ronald McDonald House 
[organisation that helps children with cancer]. 
We met a lot of the kids there and it just put it 
back into perspective, you know – that’s what 
it’s all about.

“We want to play music for the rest of our 
lives, but we also want to help as many people 
as we possibly can.”

esther pinn is a staff 
writer for Pipeline and 
supplements.

special
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Pipeline writer SIMONE 
WORTHING discovered 
multiculturalism in 
its purest form when 
she visited Auburn 
Salvation Army and 
spoke to Captain 
Cheryl Kistan about  
the corps’ new choir

“The Auburn Corps international 
choir is a taste of heaven, where 
all the nations gather and give 
praise to God,” says Captain 

Cheryl Kistan, Corps Officer at Auburn in The 
Salvation Army’s Australia Eastern Territory. 

“Our people, who come from all around 
the world, just love praising and worshipping 
God together. This is particularly true with our 
African brothers and sisters where singing and 
dancing in a free and unstructured way is such 
a big part of their culture.”

The choir is made up of people from 
Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Sierra Leone, Australia, Liberia, India, 
Pakistan and Nepal.

“Some of these national groups had, and 
still have, their own choirs, but they all 
decided that, to reflect the church community 
that does everything together, they wanted to 
sing together too,” says Captain Kistan.

“Most of them are refugees who have been 
here for various lengths of time. Some are new 
Christians; others have known the Lord all 
their lives.”

The international choir began in August 
this year and has about 60 members across 

all age groups. The choir sings mainly for 
the corps but has also started to receive 
invitations to sing at community events, 
including the local Christmas Extravaganza. 
The choir also sang at the official farewell 
for former Australia Eastern Territory 
Chief Secretary and Territorial Secretary 
for Women’s Ministries respectively, 
Commissioners James and Jan Condon, 
before they took up new roles at International 
Headquarters in London late last year.

One church
John Kelly, a soldier at Auburn Corps, leads 
the choir. Greg Donovan plays piano and helps 
teach the various parts to the songs.

“Our corps here is multicultural and 
multilingual but we wanted to be one body 
and sing and worship together,” says John.

“That is our main aim, to be one church and 
one body and to glorify God in how we live 
and how we sing.”

The main language of the choir is 
English, although the group does learn songs 
in languages from some of the different 
nationalities represented in the group.

“This gives us a taste of how difficult it 

Corps since her arrival in the country. 
Clementina’s son, Aaron, 19, is also a 
member of the choir. 

“I like the singing and I have friends 
here,” he says. “Australia is a good 
country, I like living here.”

Nabieu Wallace
Nabieu is from Sierra Leone and came to 
Australia from a refugee camp in Guinea 
nearly seven years ago. He has been 
attending The Salvation Army for three 
years and has been in the international 
choir since it began. 

“It’s good when all nations come 
together to praise God,” he says. “Seeing 
people do this has been one of my main 
focuses in life.”

Maggie Ingham
Maggie is an Australian who has been 
going to Auburn Corps for 20 years and 
works for the corps as a community 
worker and in the Moneycare and NILS 
(no interest loan schemes) programs.

“I’ve seen many changes, especially 
the acceptance of all nationalities into 
our corps and the enrichment that it’s 
brought,” she says.

“I’ve been in the choir since it started 
and love that we can sing our hearts out 
in praise to God, together. We also form 
closer relationships through singing and 
worshipping together.”

simone worthing is a staff 
writer for Pipeline and 
supplements.

Protais Ntiranyibagira
Protais is from Burundi and has been in 
Australia for five years. “I love singing 
and am part of the international and the 
Burundi choirs,” he says.

Protais and his family had been living 
in a refugee camp in Tanzania for six years 
before coming to Australia. “The Salvation 
Army helped me when I arrived and I have 
been coming to the corps ever since.” 

Alex James
Alex is from Sierra Leone and came to 
Australia in 2002. He fled Sierra Leone 
in 1991 and spent many years in refugee 
camps in Guinea, during which time he 
was awarded a UN scholarship to study 
French and Management. 

Alex has been part of The Salvation 
Army since his arrival in Australia and was 
enrolled as a Senior Soldier in 2003. 

“I like singing for God,” he says. “All 
my relatives are singers, I grew up singing, 
I sang in the camps and it’s part of me.” 

Clementina Mawenimana
Clementina is from Rwanda and has been 
in Australia for five years. “I like to sing in 
the choir, to sing to my God. He is a great 
God, he has helped me and my kids,” she 
says.

Clementina spent several years in 
refugee camps in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Tanzania before coming to 
Australia. She has been attending Auburn 

Five choir members shared 
with simOne wOrthinG 
their feelings about being 
part of this unique group ...

is to learn another language, and it also 
helps those who are learning English,” says 
Captain Kistan.

“It’s not easy but we are all trying very 
hard.”

Being involved in the choir is helping all 
the members understand each other from a 
cultural point of view as well.

“We do try to be sensitive to our choir 
members, who are from so many different 
cultures,” John explains.

“Some have lived in villages and camps, 
they worried about food, violence and war, 
and don’t know the culture here. We try to 
help them understand our culture, as well 
as understand what they have gone through.”

Captain Kistan says she and her 
husband, Captain Nesan Kistan, encourage 
all nationalities from their multicultural 
corps to be involved in worship. 

“Through the choir we can share what we 
have with other people and show that it is 
possible to come together as one body and 
learn to work together,” she says.

“We want to reflect Mark 11:7 where it 
says that, ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations’.”
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Ministry of Brass review

It has been a real joy and privilege to 
review Ministry of Brass, the recently 

released recording by The Salvation 
Army’s Divisional Fellowship Band 
Brisbane.

One of the aims of this band is 
to bring inspirational and spiritually 
challenging music that glorifies God to 
a wide audience. This fine CD fulfils that 
aim to the full.

The music chosen is a wide cross-
section taken from the brass-band 
repertoire and ranges from such sacred 
Salvation Army items as Len Baxter’s 
beautiful arrangement of Spirit of the 
Living God to the more secular Memory, 

Fellowship band steps up ministry with new CD
Keen to promote the CD at performances 

as part of their ministry, the band has 
deliberately chosen the selections on Ministry 
of Brass to reflect the pieces they play at these 
engagements. Having a mainly non-Salvation 
Army audience, a few secular songs have also 
been selected for the CD to attract a wider 
audience. 

A new website has also been created 
to raise awareness about the Divisional 
Fellowship Band Brisbane and to connect 
with other bands both nationally and 
internationally.

Ray says there’s been an increase in 
interest in the band as a result of these 
connections.

“We’ve had an invitation to visit 
Christchurch [New Zealand], and the CD 
has been featured on radio programs in 
Amsterdam and Canada as a result of the CD 
being advertised on our website,” he says.

After performing for the past eight 
years at nursing homes, retirement 
villages, service clubs and in 
Brisbane City Council parks, The 

Salvation Army’s Divisional Fellowship Band 
Brisbane has branched out with the release of 
a new CD, Ministry of Brass.

Produced to offset the growing financial 
and ministry needs of the band – with no 
regular income the band was struggling to 
meet its weekly running costs – the CD sold 
more than 500 copies in the five weeks after 
its release. 

The sales success has now, thankfully, 
started to ease the financial strains.

Divisional Fellowship Band Brisbane 
Bandmaster Ray Simpson believes, however, 
that the most important outcome of the CD 
has been the reports received from people 
saying they have enjoyed the music and have 
experienced spiritual encouragement.

Keith Lucas, the band’s Assistant 
Secretary, believes that working towards the 
CD has also brought fellowship and unity to 
the group. 

“We are certainly playing better than at any 
other time in our eight-year existence,” says 
Keith.

“And the fellowship, the unity ... has just 
taken one giant step forward over the past 
year. We have a better sense of who we are, 
what we do, and that’s helped us in preparing 
to do it well.” 

The Divisional Fellowship Band Brisbane is 
also accompanied by a timbrel brigade during 
its engagements.

Ministry of Brass ($20) can be purchased 
through Salvationist Supplies in Sydney (www.
salvosuppliessyd.com) and Melbourne  
(www.salvationarmy.com.au/supplies).

You can visit the band’s website at www.
salvosfellowshipbandbrisbane.org.au

musicians and thank them for their 
wonderful contribution to the ministry of 
The Salvation Army over many years.

This is a CD not to be missed; you will 
be blessed!

- Phil Wilson

the theme song from Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s musical Cats.

Throughout the whole CD the band 
displays a warm, well-balanced sound 
without the hard edges so prevalent in 
some banding circles today. The tone and 
technical ability of all the soloists shines 
through as does the enthusiasm of the 
whole band. These folks know how to 
play!

The vocal item God’s Love To Me Is 
Wonderful is a great example of the way 
the band fulfils another of its objectives 
which is to foster good fellowship, 
companionship and spiritual growth 
among the members. This is evident in 
the committed singing on this track.

I take this opportunity to salute 
this group of “senior” Salvation Army 
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t h e  c u t t i n g  e d g e

The Temora and West Wyalong corps, in the ACT and South 
NSW Division, were recently blessed with contemporary music 
performances and workshops from the group Endless Praise.

 On Sunday, 10 October, a morning session was held at Temora 
Corps followed by an evening at West Wyalong Corps.
 The group took part in a Sunday morning service at Temora on 10 
October, which had a fantastic turnout. About 50 people from West 
Wyalong were blessed by performances from Endless Praise on the 
Sunday evening.
 Endless Praise formed in 1984 with a group of passionate young 
people in Sydney who made a bold decision to bring the gospel to the 
masses through music full-time.
 Twenty-six years later, the group is still touring and bringing the 
message of Jesus Christ to different communities. More than 100 
people have been involved with the ministry over the years, visiting 
countless schools, churches and communities groups.
 The group’s vision is to bring the message of Jesus through songs 
of hope and personal testimonies.

Endless praise for  
group’s visit

TOUR

e n d l e s s  p r a i s e
www.epraise.com.au

“ AUSTRALIA’S OWN
     VOCAL BAND ”

EP Australia, PO Box 1361 Green Valley, NSW 2168
Phone: +61 02 8783 7000, Email: ep@epraise.com.au
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You can purchase any of our CDs, DVD or 
MP3s on our online store at 
www.IChristian.com.au
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Kingdom Come 
attracts Justice Crew 

Hip-hop dance group Justice Crew will take part in workshops 
at The Salvation Army Tri-Territorial Youth Congress in 
Sydney this month.

 The group won last year’s popular Seven Network talent show 
Australia’s Got Talent and their instant success has put them in great 
demand.
 The Kingdom Come congress is being held at Kings College over 
four days from January 10-13 and will involve vibrant worship, 
teaching, workshops and plenty of social interaction.
 Among other musical artists will be the Centenary worship team 
and alternative rock band Lukas.
 Guest speakers include Rowan Castle, Shandri Brown, Nathan 
Casey, Tim Hawkins and Captains Paul and Robbin Moulds.
For further information, go to salvos.org.au/kingdomcome

Kingdom come
sydney 2011

Veterans’ Band in 
tune at Cessnock

The Salvation Army Sydney Veterans’ Band helped Cessnock 
Corps raise more than $1000 towards its Malawi fund on 10 
November.

 The band performed for a packed congregation at the local 
Uniting Church hall, which also had stalls set up to help with the 
fundraiser.
 Cessnock Corps, in the Newcastle and Central NSW Division, has 
committed to raising money for The Salvation Army in Malawi as part 
of a $90,000 initiative to aid womens’ literacy, create opportunities 
to empower women, help reduce poverty, provide training in business 
management skills and to bring hope and health to communities in 
the south-eastern African country.

The Veterans’ Band performs at Cessnock.

Resource project 
making big impact

A call has gone out for lyricists and musicians to submit songs for 
the 2011 Infuse and Ignite project.

The project has gone from strength to strength since the 
release of the 2010 Ignite and Infuse double CD and resource pack at 
the Worship Training Day last September.

The aim of the Infuse and Ignite project is to resource all Salvation 
Army corps each year, particularly smaller corps who may not have 
a full band, with the material and inspiration they need to bring 
powerful worship to their congregations. 

Simon Gough, the project’s creative producer, said more than 250 
copies of the package had been sold.

This positive response has paved the way for the 2011 project and 
Gough is now asking for songwriters to contribute towards building 
the future of Infuse and Ignite.

“The heart is to help people wherever they are and whether you 
are at a corps with a great music team or at a church plant with five 
people. The Infuse and Ignite resources are to be applicable, to be 
used wherever they are,” Gough said.

Not only does the Infuse and Ignite team wish to keep providing 
resources for The Salvation Army, they desire to create a lifestyle of 
worship in every corps.

“Our aim is to infuse a lifestyle of worship and to ignite the Holy 
Spirit’s fire within people. It’s not just about sitting in church and 
worshiping. It’s about living the lifestyle – so infusing that lifestyle of 
worship in everyday [life], not just on Sunday,” Gough said.

Infuse and Ignite has a website (salvos.org.au/infuseandignite) 
where you can access new songs, resources, devotionals, training 
videos and Bible verses that can be used during worship. By emailing 
info@infuseandignite.com you can request to become a member of 
the site and access all the material free of charge.

Both the Infuse and Ignite album ($25) and the resource pack 
containing backing tracks ($35) are available through Salvationist 
Supplies (www.salvosuppliessyd.com) or by emailing info@
infuseandignite.com.

Gospel singers from The Salvation Army Papua New Guinea 
Territory recently visited three corps – Townsville, Cairns 
and Mackay – in The Salvation Army Central and North 

Queensland Division.
More than 150 people came to enjoy the free concert at the 

Townsville Riverway Recovery Mission on Saturday, 4 September. 
These Salvationists brought a colourful and thoroughly enjoyable 
presentation of the gospel from their cultural perspective. 

Not only did the PNG Salvationists sing with all their hearts, they 
danced as they sang and played the timbrels.

Tears of happiness were shared as the audience combined to sing 
How Great Though Art in two different languages.

The PNG gospel singers continued their tour with their second 
concert in Cairns. With more than 200 guests attending their 
Saturday evening performance, the audience was captivated by the 
beautiful voices, amazing costumes and the presence of God.

The next morning, Papua New Guinea Territorial Commander 
Commissioner Andrew Kalai shared a powerful message at the Sunday 
service which resulted in three corps members responding to the altar 
call for prayer.

The PNG Salvationists finished their tour at Mackay Corps on 
Tuesday, 5 October. There was a large turnout with people coming 
from across the city including Mackay Corps members, families from 
Mainly Music, the Mackay Community Welfare Centre and Family 
Store and people from the community.

PNG singers bless 
corps in the north

The Salvation Army Tuggeranong Band and Timbrel Brigade 
were given the opportunity to be part of the Tuggeranong 
Community Festival on 26-27 November.

On the Friday evening, both the band and timbrel brigade 
marched in the community’s festival, filling the city with many tunes 
for about half an hour.

During the band’s march, members from Tuggeranong 
Corps moved around the crowd, spoke with them and gave them 
information about what is happening at the corps.

They also provided the locals with booklets about the true 
meaning of Christmas.

On the Saturday evening, a small brass ensemble played at the 
festival and the Salvationists from Tuggeranong Corps had a second 
opportunity to mix amongst the crowd.

Tuggeranong Corps, in the ACT and South NSW Division, is 
considered an active member of the Tuggeranong community and the 
corps was delighted to have interaction with the local people at the 
festival.

Tuggeranong sections reach out at festival

PNG dancers perform at one of the concerts.
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“I think it’s good for the Army to 
be represented in this group,”  Major 
Sutcliffe said.

“For us to be part of Christian radio 
in Sydney is a plus and what CBB does 
is bring a sense of hope in its various 
programs.”  

Major Sutcliffe added that he 
feels privileged to be working with 
industry professionals such as the 
former CBB Chairman, Reverend John 
Edmondstone, and Kel Richards, author 
and former presenter of the popular 
ABC program Word Watch.

t h e  c u t t i n g  e d g e

The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory Communications 
Director, Major Peter Sutcliffe, was elected chairman 
and managing director of the NSW Council of Churches 

Broadcasters Pty Limited (CBB) at its recent annual general meeting.
In 1995, a contractual agreement was formed between Sydney 

radio station 2CH and CBB. The agreement ensured that scheduled 
radio air time is given to CBB and that facilities are provided for 
broadcasting at these arranged times. Major Sutcliffe’s role as 
chairman is to make sure all the obligations of this agreement are met.

Meeting five times a year, Major Sutcliffe (pictured) works 
with six other CBB board members from a range of Christian 
denominations. Major Sutcliffe was elected for this position due to 
his background in The Salvation Army and significantly, his 15 years’ 
experience working for a radio station in Gladstone, Queensland.

The Salvation Army’s Sydney Youth Band celebrated a successful 
2010 with an afternoon performance at Menai Corps on 
Saturday, 27 November.

Family and friends of the band enjoyed the members’ musical 
talents, the informal concert doubling as a final rehearsal before their 
performance at the commissioning and ordination of cadets from the 
School for Officer Training in December.

“It was our last preparation for the commissioning and a low-key 
celebration concert to share with family and friends,” said Major 
Stephen Briggs, the Sydney Youth Band Executive Officer.

The band delivered a spectacular performance including a number 
of worship songs such as Mighty God and The Power of the Cross along 
with a number of fun, upbeat tunes such as Gonna Fly Now, the theme  
from the Rocky movies, and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.

The purpose of the concert was to not only recognise the band’s 
success, but to celebrate the growth of the members’ personal 
journeys with God. Following the performance,  band members 
shared how God had worked in their lives over the past year.

“It’s 20 per cent about the music and 80 per cent about two things: 
following Jesus and being mission-hearted. Playing excellent music 
is important, but it’s more about the young people growing and 
connecting with people,” said Major Briggs.

Youth Band end year on high note
Over the past year, the band has played at venues throughout the 

Australia Eastern Territory, bringing their unique style of ministry to 
thousands of people.

Some of the families at the concert were also encouraged to share 
their gratitude to the Sydney Youth Band for their work throughout 
2010. One family member commented: “I really want to thank the 
Sydney Youth Band for their support in the regional areas.”

The concert also served as a farewell to Major Briggs who 
is stepping down as the band’s executive officer. Major Kelvin 
Pethybridge will now fill the role. 

“I’ve really enjoyed working with the young people and seeing their 
passion and energy flow with their gifts,” said Major Briggs.

“I’ve also enjoyed seeing the new leadership team come forward 
and have an influence in the band and their lives.”

The Sydney Youth Band leadership is keen to hear from anyone 
between the ages of 13 and 30 who is interested in joining the group 
this year. 

The band will be holding its annual retreat next month and 
prospective new members are invited to join them.

If you would like to register or require further information about 
the retreat, please email sydneyyouthband@gmail.com or contact 
Major Pethybridge at kelvin.pethybridge@aue.salvationarmy.org.

Army officer king of church radio waves
Step 12 perform at Townsville Riverway Recovery Mission.

For the first time, The Townsville Corps of The Salvation Army 
held its own Step 12 concert, at Townsville Riverway Recovery 
Mission, on Saturday 23 September.

 The aim of the concert was to raise awareness about the impact of 
drug and alcohol abuse in the North Queensland city. The concert was 
heavily advertised across Townsville through the network of churches 
and self-help groups.
 The musicians from the Step 12 band were asked to support 
the event from across Townsville. Some of the musicians included 
members of Townsville Corps. Helen Whittle was one of the vocalists, 
Steve Sparrow played lead guitar, Aubrey Murakami on bass, Fiona 
Murakami on trumpet, Brad Whittle on trombone and Townsville 
Riverway Recovery Mission Team Leader, Major Bruce Harmer, 
played the trumpet.
 Major Harmer spoke to an audience of about 250 people about 
the origins and impact of alcohol and drug abuse in Townsville. 

The “take home” message from the concert showed the Townsville 
community how it is possible for anyone to fall into the trap of drugs, 
alcohol and gambling addictions, and as a city they need to stand 
together and help those who are suffering.

The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territorial Mobile Mission 
Team completed a tour of the ACT and South NSW Division in 
November.

More than 50 Salvationists travelled to Canberra, Goulburn and 
Albury to bring encouragement, music, song and fellowship to rural 
corps in the division.

On 13-14 November, The Territorial Mobile Mission Team was 
invited to perform at Albury Corps’ 125th anniversary celebration. 

The mission team leaders, Majors Trevor and Maree Strong, and 
the band brought a wonderful time of celebration and worship. The 
celebrations commenced with an outreach at Bunnings Warehouse. It 
was a fantastic sight as the Mobile Mission Team’s brass instruments 
and timbrels were heard throughout the store. Many shoppers 
stopped to listen and ask about the presence of the group.

The Mobile Mission Team then led Albury Corps in an evening 
celebration service filled with timbrels, songsters and the band. 

Salvationist Jeanette Eirth shared memories of Albury Salvation 
Army, having attended the corps for more than 60 years. This was 
followed by Salvationist Elizabeth Braines who brought a PowerPoint 
presentation looking back over the years at Albury Corps.

More than 200 people filled the hall and enjoyed looking through 
The Mobile Mission Team band takes part in anniversary 
celebrations at Albury Corps.

Mobile Mission Team brings joy to rural corps
history books and memorabilia.The celebrations continued the next 
morning as Majors Trevor and Maree and the Mobile Mission Team 
led the congregation in worship.

Townsville steps up for recovery mission

The Sydney Youth Band perform at Menai Corps during an end of year celebration in November.

PRAYER PRIORITY: JOIN A TERRITORY-WIDE PRAYER MEETING

Commissioner Linda Bond invites corps and individuals to join her in prayer for 
The Salvation Army’s mission in the world every Thursday morning from 7.30am to 
8.00am. Please pray for:

•	 Spiritual	renewal	and	growth	across	The	Salvation	Army
•	Transformation	of	people’s	lives	through	the	Army’s	ministry
•	The	dynamic	impact	of	The	Salvation	Army’s	mission	initiatives	and	programs
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Night of 1000 stories



Pictorial
Queensland 125th 
anniversary evening
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